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The election of 1948 helped to bring about a dramatic turning 

point in Florida politics. Prior to this time, Florida was arbitrarily 

dominated by the Democratic party. This election is significant 

because 1948 helped give rise to the reemergence of a two-party 

political system in Florida. It was in 1948 that the Republicans 

began their long rise out of obscurity. The Dixiecrats and Progressive 

parties were also active in this campaign. This paper will examine 

the activities of each of these four political parties within the 

state during 1948 and attempt to show how this political rebirth con-

tributed to alter Florida politics. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The national scene in 1948 was not quite so disorganized as was 

the situation in Florida. Thomas E. Dewey, who had been re-elected 

Governor of New York in 1946, seemed to be the Republican favorite. 

He did face opposition in early primaries from Governor Harold 

Stassen and Senator Robert A. Taft but neither of these opponents 

mounted a serious challenge to the well organized Dewey machine. The 

GOP had also gained control of ?oth houses of Congress in the 1946 

elections, thus giving added impetus to Republican hopes for victory. 

The Democrats meanwhile faced the unhappy prospect of 

re-nominating Harry S. Truman; many felt this would surely bring 

defeat. Truman enjoyed support as an incumbent President and no 

individual emerged to seriously challenge him for the nomination. 

Truman was continually at odds with Congress concerning Domestic 

legislation and it was because of this feud that Truman labeled the 

Eightieth Congress the worst in American history. This turned out to 

be the President's campaign theme. It was largely thought that the 

presence of Governor Strom Thurmond and former Secretary of Commerce 

Henry Wallace as third party candidates would take votes away from 

the Democrats, thus adding to their already precarious situation. 

There was no doubt that the campaign was exclusively Harry 

Truman's. The President waged one of the most vigorous campaigns in 

American political history. While Governor Dewey was content to sit 
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on the comfortable lead he maintained in public opinion polls. 

The election results were indicative of the optimism expounded 

by Truman and his closest advisors. The Democratic party could claim 

victory but the credit surely belonged to Harry Truman. 

This paper will trace the issues, candidates and course of 

events that molded Florida's participation in the presidential cam

paign of 1948. Secondly, it will attempt to show the influence the 

events of that campaign had on subsequent political races in the 

south. The paper contends, and to some extent proves, that the 1948 

election was the turning point for the Republican party's rebirth in 

Florida politics and for the resurfacing of a truly competitive two

party system in Florida. 
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CHAPTER I 
1948: THE SETTING FOR THE ELECTION 

The dreariness of many recent presidential campaigns is 

reminiscient of the early months of the 1948 campaign. However, the 

1948 race did not remain as dull as it began. In early February, 

President Truman announced his civil rights program. This program, 

which produced an incessant stream of rhetoric, promised to create 

all the enthrallment of a provocative campaign. In retrospect 

however,' 1948 failed to live up to these expectations, and the 

dramatics anticipated by most failed to materialize. The Tampa 

Tribune in an editorial put the upcoming campaign into its proper 

perspective: 

Revolt of southern Democrats against President 
Truman's candidacy for renomination and re
election, because of his insistence on 'civil 
rights,' probably will prove to be more 'sound 
and fury' than effective action. However 
well-founded, the resentment at the President's 
renewed effort to obtain legislation hostile 
to the south and violative of the powers and 
privileges of the states, it will be extremely 
difficult to express that resentment in terms 
of either convention or electoral votes.l 

More level-headed individuals saw through the smoke screen of 

the southern Democrats and the redundancy of their tactics in making 

themselves heard. As Robert Bendiner wrote: 

It has become a southern custom since 1932 
for the Claghorns to rise up early in an 
election year and serve notice, in the name 
of Robert E. Lee and white womanhood, that 
they are not to be taken for granted by the 
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Democratic Party. They have their pride ... 
and they also have their price. President 
Truman's special request for civil rights 
legislation touched off this year's rising, 
but there is little doubt that it would 
have come in any case. It has been part 
of the election scene ever since the 
Democrats abolished the southern veto at 
Presidential conventions by scrapping the 
two thirds requirement.2 

Public reaction to President Truman's civil rights program was 

swift in coming and the Democrats were equally swift to make internal 

divisions. Consequently, other campaign issues that were developing 

or might have developed were now all forgotten. Center stage 

4 

belonged to the South and civil rights. As for the hard-line southern 

Democrats, their future actions against Truman deteriorated from 

sincere to silly. This was evidenced by the introduction in the 

Mississippi State Legislature of a bill'prohibiting the playing or 

singing of 'Missouri Waltz' in that state imposing severe penalties 
3 

for violation." 

An indication of the political situation in the South was 

revealed in the fact that not all southerners were ready to denounce 

civil rights and some had high praise for Truman's actions. As might 

have been expected, the Key West Citizen was one of the leading 

supporters of Truman's civil rights proposals in Florida. (The 

Little White House was located on the Key West Naval Base and he was 

enormously popular there.) In an editorial comment, the Citizen 

expressed warm praise for Mr. Truman. 

But a fair analysis of the President's appeal 
shows that he had given deep thought to the 
causes that have involved the race issue ever 
since the southern states seceded. As a 



matter of fact President Truman reached his 
greatest heights as a statesman by making an 
appeal to his countrymen to cut out cheap 
politics and racial hate and unite in pre
serving our freedom and privileges of self 
government as it was agreed upon by our 
forefathers in the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights. 4 

However, not all of Mr. Truman's fellow politicians shared in his 

conciliatory mood, and many were more than ready to openly defy 

Truman's policies. 

Mississippi's Senator Eastland proposed that "the southern 

states choose independent Presidential electors who would ignore 

the convention's nominee and cast their votes for a distinguished 
5 

southerner." No names were mentioned. Senator Overton of Louisiana 

urged "mass meetings throughout the south to protest against the 

5 

President's tyrannical effort to impose civil rights on a free people." 

Governor Laney of Arkansas, one of the more outspoken anti-civil 

rights Democrats, declared, "It's a barter deal for the purpose of 

obtaining a small bloc of votes some of us would not be particularly 
7 

proud to have." 

Florida politicians as a rule were not as defiant in their 

denunciation of Truman as their other southern counterparts and 

reaction within the state was generally mixed. Governor Millard 

Caldwell voiced reluctant support for Truman, though his support 

was more for the Democratic party than for Truman. As Caldwell put 

it: 

I will support the nomination of Truman; as 
a Democrat, I will go along with the Demo
cratic Party. The fact that we made a 
serious mistake years ago when the south 
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gave up the two thirds rule and the fact that 
I am in disagreement with the President's 
proposals are besides the point.8 

Senator Pepper in one of his many fence-sitting statements 

said that he "does not agree with some of the methods recommended 

by President Truman in his civil rights program for aiding Negroes 

and oth~r minority groups but that he would support the Democratic 
9 

nominee." 

Frank Upchurch, a former state senator and an active political 

figure in Florida, was to lead the Florida fight against Truman 

during the entire campaign. Among all Floridians he had the most 

harsh words for Truman's policy·. 

No sensible citizen can honestly support the 
President's plan to abolish racial segrega
tion. No person with a modicum of intelli
gence attaches any motive except political 
expedience to the President's civil rights 
message to Congress. Democrats cannot con
tinue to follow leaders who prize patronage 
more than honor.lO 

A Miami Herald editorial took one of the stronger positions 

against the southern Democrats and their proposed rebellion. "If 

the southern Democrats don't want to go ahead with the Party, let 

them make up one of their own, such as the A.L.P. in New York or 

the Farmer Labor Party in Minnesota. For all the good they do 
11 

nationally they will never be missed." 

To add insult to injury, a poll taken during late January and 

early February showed the southern revolt having little effect on 

Truman's popularity in the South. "In trial heats against Stassen, 

Dewey, and Taft, Truman polled 74%, 75%, and 76% respectively, this 
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12 
against 69% for Roosevelt in 1944." 

Perhaps Strom Thurmond best summed up the frustrations of many 

southern Democrats with one of his more classic statements. "If the 

south should vote for Truman this year then we might as well 

petition the government to give us a colonial status." 

In Florida the political situation was somewhat analogous to 

that which the Democrats were facing throughout the entire country. 

Florida Democrats, however, had one less problem than the National 

Party; that being the Republicans, who were too busy fighting amongst 

themselves to bother with the Democrats. Their situation was even 

more remarkable in that they did not have the slightest inclination 

to keep the family squabble quiet. Quite the contrary, they took 

full advantage of every opportunity to publicly lambast their fellow 

party members. The Republican situation can best be understood by 

reviewing an article which appeared in the Miami Herald the day 

after the Republicans engaged in one of their verbal free-for-alls. 

The Republican Club of Greater Miami held 
what it called a 'Victory Luncheon' at 
Huyler's restaurant, but it wasn't a victory 
over the Democrats they were celebrating. 

It was a victory over Wesley Garrison's 
rival Republican Headquarters Club in 
several races for places in the Republican 
ticket and for national convention delegates. 

Not one word was said against the Democrats, 
but Garrison and his forces were verbally 
torn limb from limb, by Bert Archer who 
appears to have won the GOP gubernatiorial 
nomination. 13 

A short time later the club president Ernest Greene all but put 

a damper on future hopes of reconciliation within the party. In a 
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stirring speech, Greene denounced any plans for a compromise. "We 

want peace in the party, but we do not want peace at any price," 

Greene shouted, and he banged on the table so hard in emphasis that 

the small American flag popped out of the statuary elephant that is 
14 

the party symbol and sailed off the table. 

This then is the general condition of Florida!s political 

parties as the election year of 1948 rolled onto the calendar. The 

campaign that was to follow would, at the least, be strange. The 

Republicans were more interested in feuding among themselves than 

beating the Democrats, and the Democrats were too busy with civil 

rights to pay much attention to the Republicans. Soon the political 

scene in Florida would become even more intriguing with the emergence 

of the candidacies of Henry Wallace and Strom Thurmond. 

When everything is said and done, Harry S. Truman was to pull 

off one of the most spectacular political coups in American history, 

which would allow Dewey and the Republicans to pull "Defeat Out of 
15 

the Jaws of Victory." This feat is a story unto itself and is 

not tre primary concern of this paper; rather, the purpose of this 

paper is a somewhat smaller segment of that story. It is an in-

depth study of the 1948 campaign within Florida. 
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CHAPTER II 
AN INTRODUCTION TO FLORIDA POLITICS 

Geopolitically Florida occupies a unique position in the 

American political realm. Geographically situated in the South, and 

sharing common borders with Georgia and Alabama, Florida is often 

considered a part of the "deep South." However, politically Florida 

is situated quite differently and should not be so regarded. The 

"Sunshine State" is quite distinct politically from the rest of the 

deep South. The system of party politics which developed prior to 

1948 has been independent from, and on only rare occasions has been 

affiliated with, the rest of the Confederacy. 

Before surveying the Florida political scene in the era of 

the 1948 presidential election, an attempt will be made to examine 

those elements characteristic of Florida politics in order to better 

understand the factors and conditions which influenced that election. 

An examination of the heterogeneous composition of the Florida con-

stituency may reveal much about the character of Florida politics and 

thus may be an appropriate place to begin. 

The great diversity of the migration into the state from 

throughout the United States in the first half of the twentieth 

century was certainly significant in the evolution of the Florida 

political conglomerate. Florida ' s growth rate was almost twice the 

national rate and at times jumped to almost four times that rate. 

(See Table One.) 
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TABLE ONE 

Rate of Growth of Florida Population, 1900-401 

Per Cent Increase Over 
Preceding Decade 

YEAR POPULATION FLORIDA u.s. 

1900 528,542 
1910 752,619 42.4 21.0 
1920 968,470 28.7 14.9 
1930 1 ,468' 211 51.6 16.1 
1940 1,897,414 29.2 7.2 
1948 2,356,000 24.2* 10.0* 

*Estimated per cent increases over 1940. 

In addition to these movements of other Americans into the 

state, a large migration of Floridians occurred southward within the 

state. In this era there was a definite shift in voter strength from 

north to south Florida. 

This pattern shows up distinctly in the 
forty-year period from 1920-1960. North 
Florida voters cast slightly more than forty
seven per cent of the vote in the 1920 
general election, while south Florida voters 
were balloting almost fifty-three per cent. 
Yet, in the 1960 general election, south 
Florida voters cast seventy-seven and one
half per cent of the total, while north 
Florida voting strength declined to slightly 
more than twenty-two ~er cent -- a drop of 
twenty-five per cent. 

The three southern counties most noticeably affected were those of 

Dade, Broward and Palm Beach. 

Voter registration also increased steadily during this period. 

This was due in part to the increase in population, and there was 
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also an enormous increase in black registration in the period from 

1920-1960. The black vote will be discussed in greater depth at a 

later time. The single most influential factor in the increase in 

voter registration was the surge in registered Republicans. This 

"other party," relatively ineffectual in opposition in the first 

decades of the twentieth century, made important gains in more 

recent years. It has done so, most significantly since 1948: a 

milestone year in the political transition of Florida politics. So 

weak were the Republicans that in "1946 after many Negroes had changed 

their registration from Republican to Democrat, Negroes still con-

stituted a majority of the Republican registration in thirty of the 

sixty-seven counties, including such important ones as Duval (Jack-
3 

sonville), Hillsborough (Tampa), and Volusia (Daytona)." (See Table 

Two for Republican Registration.) 

Before 1948 Florida was Democratic, locally and nationally, 

with only minor exceptions. But after 1948, Republican strength 

increased noticeably. The most recent and obvious of these were 

the elections of Edward Gurney to the United States Senate in 1968 

and Claude Kirk to the office of governor in 1966. Both were 

elected in years that the Democrats were divided and had fought 

bitter primaries. Claude Kirk was the first Republican governor 

elected since 1877, and Republican opposition in the governor's race 

has been traditionally the weakest of all statewide contests. Most 

often Democrats have been faced with little but token opposition, 

or in some cases as with Spessard L. Holland in 1940, none at all. 
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TABLE TWO 

Florida Republican Voter Registration, 1938-19704 

Republican 
Stat e Registration 

State Independent Total Total as Percentage 
Total And No Demo- Registered of Democratic 

Year Repub 1 i cans Party cratic Voters Registration 

1938 ·35, 377 ------ 593,048 628,425 6.0 
1944 53,935 29,033 673,514 756,482 8.0 
1950 60,665 ------ 1,006,580 1,067,245 6.0 
1952 116,794 7,659 1,215,085 1,339,538 9.6 
1956 210,797 11,506 1,384,447 1,606,750 15.2 
1960 338,390 22,223 1,656,023 2,016,586 20 . 43 
1964 458,156 33,548 2,009,842 2,501,546 22.8 
1966 465,605 33,694 1,964,533 2,463,832 23.7 
1967 472,966 33,892 1,966,371 2,473,179 24.1 
1968 619,062 55,467 2,090,787 2,765,316 29.6 
1970 711,090 61.523 2,024,387 2,797,000 35.1 

Fuller Warren in winning the governorship in 1948, commented 

most lucidly on Republican opposition. 

After winning the nomination for Governor in 
the Democratic primaries of 1948, I spent a 
great deal of time further familiarizing my
self with Florida State government. I also 
visited all but one of Florida ' s 67 counties, 
largely for the purpose of getting to know 
the citizens of these counties better. I 
had only nominal Republican opposition. 5 

The Republicans fared little better in senatorial elections. 

Edward Gurney was the first Republican senator elected in the twen-

tieth century and in many contests the Republicans offered no 

opposition, as in 1932, 1934, 1936 and 1940. 

Nationally Florida has been more willing to vote Republican. 

Eisenhower carried the state twice (1952 and 1956), and Richard Nixon 

three times (1960, 1968 and 1972). These national party gains can be 
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traced from the era of the 1948 election. As Manning Dauer commented, 

"this election result marks the inception of Florida's change in the 

direction of urban conservatism, and begins to show the extent to 

which changes in the state differentiate it from the rest of the 
6 

South." 

As a result of the migrations discussed earlier, fifty per cent 

of Florida's population were emigres. The influences of these new 

groups proved of great importance in the evolution of state politics. 

An obvious example of this new factor was the election of men like 

William Cramer, who after only two years a resident, became a political 

leader in Pinellas County. He was elected to Congress and returned 

seven times before unsuccessfully running for the U.S. Senate. Also 

a significant element in understanding the political character of 

our southernmost state is the very obvious absence of strong party 

machines. Florida political history has not seen the rise of men 

like Long in Louisiana or Talmage in Georgia. Florida> like many 

of her sister southern states, prides herself on re-electing encum-

bents> one of the many contradictory factors in Florida politics. 

Longevity in office is pre-requisite for the building of machines. 

However, in Florida, a politician ' s success in remaining in office 

appears to be due more to his own ability than to the efforts of his 

political organization. As a direct result of this, the number of 

candidates seeking office in Florida is greater than those candidates 

seeking office in other southern states. (See Table Three.) 
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TABLE THREE 

Average Number of Democratic Candidates 7 
for Governor's Nomination 

by State and Primary System 

Single Double Both 
Number Average Number Average Number Average 

State Contests Contests Contests 

Alabama 4 4.50 4 4.50 
Arkansas 4 4.25 5 4.60 9 4.44 
Florida 5 9.60 5 9.60 
Louisiana 7 4.29 7 4.29 
Mississippi 10 4.30 10 4.30 
N. Carolina 9 3.56 9 3.56 
Oklahoma 4 7. 78 3 11.00 7 9.14 
S. Carolina 5 7.40 5 7.40 
Tennessee 6 2.67 6 2.67 
Texas 16 7.38 16 7.38 
TOTAL 14 4.71 64 6.06 78 5.82 

The factionalism in Florida politics has been most important. 

With so many names on the ballot individual candidates may receive 

only five per cent of the vote and manage in the process to prevent 

the top vote getters from receiving a majority. Forced into second 

primaries the leading candidates vie for the support of the other 

challengers. These other candidates are thus in a position to seek 

support in turn for certain of their platform issues. In some cases 

the vote has been so splintered that leading candidates have failed 

where lesser known ones have succeeded. 

This factionalism in Florida politics is further augmented by 

the state's geographic situation. The large population centers are 

isolated by great distances. The four major political centers of 

Florida (Tallahassee, Jacksonville, Tampa and Miami) are separated by 
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a sufficient number of miles to make political coalitions a more diffi-

cult problem than they would be with a state whose population centers 

were in closer proximity to one another. 

This may, in part, be the reason for Florida's shortage of 

skilled political organizers with a statewide knowledge of individuals 

and local situations. As a result of this shortage many candidates 

find themselves defeated because of inapt campaign management rather 

than because the voter disapproves of their political views. Further, 

in the past, Florida's governor was unable to succeed himself. The 

state was often crippled by lame duck government, as outgoing gover-

nors did not command enough vote strength to influence the party's 

nomination, and politicians frequently shied away from a governor's 

endorsement for fear of gaining all of the governor's enemies. 

Generally, with very few exceptions, the Florida governorship is the 

end of the political road. Very few have been able to move to another 

public office, especially to a higher public office. The one notable 

exception of course was Spessard Holland. In reviewing the number of 

men who failed to make the switch, Holland's success in politics is 

that much more impressive.* 

*Governor Jennings (1901-05) failed to win the senatorial nomina
tion in 1904. Governor Broward (1905-09) lost the senatorial nomination 
in 1908 but won in 1910. Governor Trammel (1913-17) succeeded in the 
1916 senatorial primary. Governor Catts (1917-21) lost the senatorial 
race in 1920. He failed to win the gubernatorial nomination in 1924 
and 1928. Governor Hardee (1921-25) unsuccessfully sought the guber
natorial nomination in 1932. Governor Martin (1925-29) lost the sena
torial race in 1928 and was likewise defeated in the gubernatorial 
primary of 1932. Governor Carlton (1929-33) lost the 1936 senatorial 
primary. Governor Sholtz (1933-37) failed of nomination for the Senate 
in 1938. Governor Cone (1937-41) could not make the grade to the 
Senate in 1940. 



Very early, Florida experienced the phenomenon of sub-urbaniza

tion, whereby the once easily reached masses of the cities fled to 

the less accessible regions of the hinterland, making political 

organization that much more difficult. Combined with the large 

agricultural population engaged in the production of a number of 

varied crops, as opposed to one crop cultures in other parts of the 

South, the political organizational problems were compounded. 

Florida finds herself a singular state in a traditional 

southern Confederacy. She enjoys a higher standard of living than 

the rest of the South and is the least regional and sectionalized of 

the southern states. She might ~ell fit in with those states in the 

Midwest of the Northeast better. And why not, since much of her 

population has some allegiance to those areas and little in common 

with the old-line South. 

Any examination of conditions which influenced the political 

life of a state in the South would be incomplete without some study 

of the black vote -- either the absence or presence of that vote. 
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For in the South, the black "question" or the black voting potential 

has been an issue since the Civil War. As far as Florida is concerned, 

it is one more example of the nature of Sunshine politics. For the 

most part, Negro registration and voting in Florida has been above 

the average of the rest of the South. 

However, the impression should not be given that blacks were 

safe from threat in registration or that the road to the ballot box 

was a smooth one. Quite the contrary, the black fight for the fran

chise was long and hard, and only recently did Negroes begin to 



register in significant numbers. The plight of Negroes in the South 

was best exemplified by a southern sheriff in his reference to the 

Ku Klux Klan. "I am just as scared of the Ku Klux Klan as you are. 

You should conduct yourself in such a way that the KKK wouldn't 
8 

appear in front of your house." Florida, like much of the South, 

was extremel y successful in keeping blacks from voting. "For 

example, in 1944 no Florida Negroes were legally able to vote in the 

Democratic primary elections, and no more than 20,000 were registered 
9 

so as to participate in the general election." (See Table Four.) 

Year 

1944 
1946 
1948 
1950 
1952 
1954 
1956 

TABLE FOUR 

Negro Major Party Registration in Florida, 1944-5610 

(As of May in each year) 

Percentage 
of 1950 

Number Number Total Major Adult Negro 
of Negro of Negro Party Negro Population 
Democrats ReJ2ub 1 i cans Registration Registered 

0 20,000 20,000 5.5 
32,280 15,877 48,157 13.1 
53,368 8,647 64,015 16.9 

106,420 9,725 116,145 31.7 
112,868 8,045 120,913 33.0 
119,975 8,354 128,329 35.0 
128,437 9,098 137,535 37.5 

Florida politicians were successful in keeping down black 

18 

registration prior to the Supreme Court decision in Smith vs. Allwright 

in 1944. After this date Florida became a leader in Negro registration 

despite the fact that other deep southern states such as Mississippi 

and Alabama have a much larger black population. (See Table Five.) 



TABLE FIVE 

Estimated percentage of voting-age Negroes 
1966, by state.ll 

registered to vote, 1940-

Year 
State 1940 1947 1952 195-6-1958 1960 1964 1966 

Mississippi a 1 4 
Alabama a 1 5 
S. CaroUna a 13 20 
Louisiana a 2 25 
Georgia 2 20 23 
Arkansas 3 21 27 
Florida 3 13 33 
Virginia 5 11 16 
Texas 9 17 31 
N. Carolina 10 14 18 
Tennessee 16 25 27 

a - Less than 0.5 per cent. 
b - No data. 

5 5 6 7 
11 15 14 19 
27 15 b 37 
31 26 31 32 
27 26 b 27 
36 33 38 40 
32 31 39 51 
19 21 23 34 
37 39 30c 58 
24 32 38 47 
29 b 48c 73 

c - Incomplete data; the data for Tennessee are especially 
unreliable. 

14 
31 
38 
39 
46 
54 
62 
49 
59 
49 
72 

The decision in Smith vs. Allwright was perhaps the single most 

important factor in the sharp increase in black voter registration. 

Even after the poll tax abandoned in 1937, Negro registration did not 
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increase as might have been expected. The 1944 increase was temporary, 

largely brought about through the efforts of Claude Pepper ' s campaign 

people who were facing stiff primary competition and needed the black 

vote. This is not to say that all white opposition ceased overnight. 

It continues in some sections in the 1970's. While Smith vs. Allwright 

left the white supremists very few legal loopholes with which to block 

black registration, in many southern states it merely signaled an end 

to the legal maneuvering against Negro registration and led to a new 

policy of fear, intimidation and outright violence. 



Florida politicians have taken a more middle of the road 

attitude towards the race issue than in other southern states. A 

politician stands a better chance of retaining his office when he 

does not deviate too far either way concerning the Negro vote. 

Two examples of extremes were Senator Claude Pepper and State 

Senator John Matthews. Pepper apparently went too far in his search 

for the black vote and was defeated in the 1950 primary by George 

Smathers. John Matthews was a white supremist who ruined his 

political career over his efforts to keep Negroes from the voting 

booth. Although Pepper and Matthews were defeated mostly as a result 

of their racist views, the black vote itself was not the determining 

factor in their failure. More important and more accurately, the 

answer lies in the heterogeneous make up of Florida's white popula

tion. Florida has thus not carried the flaming torch of racism to 

the same heights that is so prevalent in other deep southern states. 

Objectively, however, it should be stated that there are also 

exceptions to this middle of the road policy. Sumter Lowery, who ran 

for Governor in 1956, is a notable example. He ran on a one plank 

platform which stated his total opposition to integration. Lowery 

was extremely effective in this crusade and he came within a few 
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votes of forcing LeRoy Collins into a second primary for the governor

ship. 

Yet at the same time, Senator Matthews did not take into 

account the white backlash as a result of his pending white primary 

bill. His bill was almost a carbon copy of the one that had recently 

been enacted by the Georgia State legislature. It became evident 



rather quickly that there was opposition in the state to this bill. 

Senator Matthews planned to take his bill to the floor of the Senate 

when the legislature convened on April 8. However, at an April 1 

meeting in Winter Park, a group of some two -hundred-fifty represen-

tatives of church, labor, educational, professional, veteran and 

other groups met to map out a strategy to defeat the bill. Also, 

they passed a resolution opposing "the unscientific, irreligious 

and unAmerican fallacy that government can be improved by denying to 

any group of citizens the right to vote on the basis of race, color, 
12 

creed or economic status." 

Bourke Floyd, state junior Chamber of Commerce vice president, 

also issued a statement condemning the actions of Senator Matthews 

and expressed his opposition to the bill. Also, the Florida State 

Federation of Labor meeting in St. Petersburg released a resolution 

signed by more than twenty-two-hundred union members, declaring that 

passage of the bill would "result in fraud of the democratic form 
13 

of government." 

Matthews tried several times, each unsuccessful, to push his 

bill through the Senate, and in 1950 he was defeated in his bid for 

re-election; thus silencing one of the last voices favoring the white 

primary. 

Once blacks received the right to register and vote, the first 

questions asked were, "Will they register, how will they vote, and 

will they be able to affect the outcome of an election?" The statis-

21 

tics bear out adequately the fact that Negroes did register in Florida 



in unprecedented numbers. However, statistics fail to tell the 

entire story. Black registration was considerably lower than white 

registration in ratio to their numbers. Also, the Negro vote 

seemed to vary with the nature of the contest and its immediate 

effect on black issues. Black registration and voter turnout has 

remained lowest in the Governor's race among all statewide contests. 

There has been little black interest, perhaps because of that the 

Governor office and power is so far removed from city dwelling 
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Negroes and their problems. Moreover, blacks tended to turn toward 

local elections where they feel more could be immediately accomplished. 

In this respect, Negro voting patterns were irregular. If they could 

be drawn into a contest believing they could benefit more from one 

candidate than another, their percentage of votes has been impressive. 

However, more times than not, they went to the polls and cast their 

vote for that one candidate and no others. This, in some respects, 

tended to offset the effectiveness of the black vote, and in the 

long run, tended to do more harm than good for the Negro cause. 

The black voter in 1948 had no real idea of his voting potential 

and no one completely understood what its impact on political life 

might be. In the early years, following 1948, many blacks faithfully 

registered and voted and yet remained skeptical of the political 

system. They were now able to vote for the white politicians but were 

still apart and alienated from the "programs." This was in large part 

due to the fact that there were few black candidates. Negores chose 

those who they thought would be most helpful to them, but were in 



general ill-informed on political life. With the passage of time 

blacks have gradually become part of the political system and a 

power to be reckoned with in all Florida elections. 
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CHAPTER III 
THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY: A STRUGGLE FOR HARMONY 

Strife within the Florida Democratic party was not a new 

situation and the uproar over civil rights was not the sole factor 

in 1948 which disrupted the party. Florida Democrats had been 

divided for some time. Locked in battle for control were the pro-

gressive wing of the party, led by the irrepressible senior senator 

Claude Pepper and those forces loyal to the combative Frank Upchurch 

of St. Augustine, a long time political activist and member of the 

State Democratic Executive Committee. Pepper and Upchurch were 

long time political opponents and President Truman's civil rights 

program merely added another issue to their disagreement. 

Frank Upchurch initiated the revolt against Truman in Florida 

when he proposed that the State Democratic Executive Committee join 

other state committees in the movement to deny the president re-

election. Upchurch, however, was not content to stop there; he also 

announced his candidacy for chairmanship of the committee. As 

Upchurch put it, "I have had so many members of the committee ask 

me to run and pledge their support, that I have decided to make the 
1 

race." It soon became apparent that much of this 'support' was 

of the imaginary variety for things were not to turn out as Upchurch 

planned. In reality it turned out to be a year-long lesson in 

futility for Upchurch and his supporters. Upchurch made his 

decision to seek the chairmanship after the incumbent chairman, Joe 
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Hill Williams, announced he would not seek re-election to the post. 

The selection of a new chairman was planned for the January 6 

meeting of the committee. The pro-Pepper forces were obviously 

caught off-guard by Williams' announcement. It greatly enhanced 

Upchurch's chances, as Pepper's forces had no strong candidate to 

lead the opposition. However, the Pepper forces were able to 

accumulate last minute support and defeat a motion for immediate 

election. "The move for the immediate election of officers was 

defeated by a 58 to 45 vote after a lively debate. The ballot came 

on a motion by William Albury of Key West to table a move by E. B. 
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2 
Donnell of West Palm Beach calling for the election at this session." 

The election of a new chairman was rescheduled for a June meeting in 

Punta Gorda. 

For Upchurch and his supporters, the campaign had only begun; 

they were adamant in their position against Truman and nothing would 

deter them in their fight. With the revolt now in full swing, they 

wasted no time in recovering from their temporary setback. In rapid 

succession they renewed their efforts to bring Florida Democrats into 

the southern revolt. 

On February 23, Upchurch intensified his efforts when he 

announced in a letter to chairman Williams that he had asked for a 

special meeting of the committee to consider joining the southern 

revolt against President Truman's civil rights program. 

Williams indicated that he would have an announcement late in 

the day concerning the meeting requested by Upchurch. As expected, 
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Williams refused to call the meeting saying that "it should wait until 
3 

after the overall program of Southern Governors is complete." 

Williams also added in part that they were in agreement in both senti-

ment and principle on all counts contained in their letter, except 

he claimed to have doubts about two items: 

I question the advisability of refusing at 
this time to raise money in cooperation with 
the National Committee. I have hoped and 
still hope for adjustment of our differences 
that will insure to the south the rights and 
principles for which it contends. If that 
should occur, the Democratic party will need 
the money.4 

Williams suggested that he might appoint Upchurch to the chairmanship 

of a subcommittee to assist in working out an overall program for 

the committee's acceptance or rejection of his proposal. This did 

not satisfy Upchurch; in a letter to the chairman he charged Williams 

with "vacillation and disinclination to assume leadership necessary 
5 

to adequate performance of duties of his office." Adding that "the 

chairman in effect admits that the national administration intends 

to destroy southern institutions and principles in total disregard 

of states rights, but indulges in the empty hope that in some manner 

the affront may be adjusted. The chairman wants to wait for other 

states to work out the most effective means for resisting proposals 
6 

of present leaders. Florida must not merely tag along." 

Next Upchurch took up the fight to have the Jefferson Jackson Day 

dinners postponed. Meeting in Jacksonville on February 26, a decision 

was reached by a special subcommittee headed by Williams to hold the 

dinners despite threats of boycotts. Williams said of the events, "We 



plan to complete the series of dinners by the end of March and we 

hope as the result of the events, we will raise a considerable amount 
7 

of funds for the national and state parties." Upchurch charged 

that the funds would assist in stamping out southern institutions 

and principles. Williams disagreed and declined to comment further 

up Upchurch's remarks but did say in reference to a special meeting 

requested by Upchurch, "So far I have received only a few requests 

and I do not intend to call a meeting until a majority request it. 
8 

I don't think that will happen." 

The dinners did not always go well for the Democrats at the 

national level. At one such event at the Mayflower hotel in 

Washington on February 23, President Truman spoke to a dozen vacant 

front row seats which were paid for by Southern Democrats boycotting 

the dinners to express their discontent with the President ' s civil 

rights program. 

The next day Upchurch urged all Democrats to boycott the 

dinners planned in Florida. In a prepared statement, Upchurch said 

in part, "It is regrettable that chairman Joe Hill Williams of the 

State Democratic Executive Committee feels obligated to sponsor 

Jackson and Jefferson Day dinners as a method of raising funds for 

the national committee in spite of objections of all true Democrats 
9 

to the appeasement of the Northern Negro vote." 

At the same time, Truman ' s policies came under another attack, 

this time from a rather peculiar source. A circuit court judge in 

Jacksonville, about to adjourn a trial, sharply criticized Truman ' s 

civil rights program. Judge Miles W. Lewis spoke passionately to 
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the packed courtroom. "It is perfectly apparent to me that Truman 

and his supporters are willing to destroy southern civilization in 

order to get the Negro vote in the north. Since he takes that 
10 

attitude, he is no longer worthy of our vote and support." 

For the Democrats, March brought a new flurry of activity as 

the revolt in Florida widened. Every day seemed to bring new out-

cries against Truman. For a time it seemed as though the anti-
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Truman forces in Florida would be successful as support seemed to slowly 

shift in their direction. 

March 4 brought an announcement by the special committee handling 

arrangements for the Jackson-Jefferson Day dinners that the affairs 

would be postponed until after the July National Democratic Convention 

in Philadelphia. The decision, coming after a lengthy meeting, said 

that "no appeal for funds for the National Democratic party would be 
11 

made at this time." The action was unanimously approved. Almost 

simultaneously came an announcement of the creation of the Florida 

Democratic Club, a statewide organization formed exclusively to fight 

President Truman's civil rights program. State Representative 

Charles E. Shepperd was named chairman; E. B. Donne!, a former 

Circuit Court judge in West Palm Beach was named vice chairman; and 

Frank Upchurch was named treasurer of the new organization. Shepperd 

indicated that the club planned to name a solid slate of delegates 

to the National Democratic Convention. 

Shepperd also said in creation of the new club, 

All real Democrats are opposed to the destruc
tion of states' rights and to the establishment 
of a police state in America. Believers in 
individual freedom can never accept the so 



called civil rights program. American has 
just helped destroy one police state and we 
want no such thing here. Federal inter
ference in the social and economic life of 
the community is unbearable to Democrats 
who believe in the fundamental principles 
of our parr2 as originally set forth by 
Jefferson. 

Creation of the Florida Democratic Club merely signaled the 

opening of the floodgate of individuals and organizations joining the 

revolt against Truman. On March 5, Dixie County Democrats joined the 

ranks of the revolt: 

A group of white Democrats met at Oldtown, 
on the Suwannee River, ten miles south of 
Cross City, and organized the White Demo
cratic Club of Dixie County with J . M. 
McKinney of Cross City as president. The 
purpose of the organization, McKinney said, 
is to seek the block renomination of Truman 
at the Democratic National Convention and, 
failing this, to carry the campaign for his 
defeat to the November general election.l3 

On March 6, the Putnam County Democratic Committee adopted a 

resolution condemning Truman's civil rights program. The committee 

"called upon all true Democrats to withhold support of Jackson Day 

dinners and as usual asserted that the Truman program would destroy 

their cherished customs and traditions, create misunderstanding and 

violence, promote communism and inevitably produce a mongrel race." 

The Truman program was also scored as obnoxious, repugnant, odius, 

detestable, loathesome, repulsive, revolting and humiliating to all 
14 

true Democrats. 

On March 11, Madison County Democrats unanimously adopted a 

resolution requesting "Governor Caldwell to call a special session of 
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the Florida Legislature to free the state from a commitment to support 

the Democratic ticket." The resolution also condemned President 

Truman's civil rights program as a plan "to evade the individual 

rights of every state in the union and particularly the rights of 
15 

Southern States." 

Pressure continued as prospective delegates to the convention 

also voiced dissatisfaction with Truman. Helen Hunt West, a Jack-

sonville attorney, announced her candidacy for presidential elector 

by bitterly denouncing Truman: 

I am unalterably opposed to the nomination 
of President Harry Truman and to his civil 
rights program, which if enacted into law 
would further rob the southern states of the 
fundamental right to govern themselves, and 
would do violence to the history, customs, 
and traditions of the south, which are essen
tially a part of a section of the country 
which has for generations been the backbone 
of the Democratic Party.l6 

Meanwhile the newly-created Florida Democratic Club continued 

its relentless antagonism toward Truman and the National Democratic 

party leaders. Meeting in Jacksonville on March 17, the club 

unanimously passed several resolutions whose content further chas-

tised Truman and his policies. 

1) That we condemn as deserters of the Demo
cratic party Harry S. Truman and all other 
false leaders who have participated in the 
promotion or encouraged and endorsed the mis
named "Civil Rights Program." 

2) That we sponsor the election of a solid 
slate of delegates to the Democratic National 
convention a solid slate of presidential 
electors pledged to cooperate with other 
southern states and true Democrats of the 
nation by an appropriate means necessary to 
rescue the Democratic party from these false 
leaders. 



3) That we hereby draft Governor Fielding L. 
Wright of Mississippi, one of the outstanding 
southern leaders against the so called 
"civil rights" program or Governor J. Strom 
Thurmond of South Carolina or Governor Ben 
T. Laney of Arkansas, who have been leaders 
against the civil rights program in the Con
ference of Governors or Senator Harry F. Byrd 
of Virginia, Senator Walter George or Senator 
Richard B. Russell of Georgia, Senator John 
L. McClellan of Arkansas, or Senator Tom 
Connally of Texas or any other true Democrat 
who may be agreed upon by the southern states 
as a candidate for President of the United 
States. 

4) We urge all true Democrats of Florida to 
vote for and actively support the election 
of the candidates for delegates pledged to a 
true Democrat for President and, thereby, 
demonstrate to the South and the nation by 
overwhelming primary vote that the Democrats 
of Florida are opposed to and by their vote 
repudiate the false leadership of the Demo
cratic Party.l7 

On that same afternoon, the Polk County Democratic Executive 

Committee also voted to join in the southern revolt against Truman 

calling upon Florida delegates to the national party convention to 

"wage a last ditch fight to prevent the nomination of any candidate 
18 

who is pledged to support the so called civil rights program." The 

committee also requested the chairman of the state Democratic 

Executive Committee to call a meeting "for the purpose of taking 

whatever action the committee deems necessary to cooperate with other 
19 

Southern states to carry out the recommendations of the governor." 

As the March 20 qualifying deadline for presidential electors 

approached, several new developments were unveiled. The Florida 

Democratic Club qualified a slate of twenty-eight candidates for 
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delegates to the national convention pledged to the club's choice. 

And in a resolution issued by the organization, Governor Fielding L. 

Wright of Mississippi was officially drafted as their first choice 

for President. 

However, speaking in Natchez, Wright declined the offer. 

The expression of confidence evidenced by the 
Anti-Truman Democrats of Florida in including 
me in a list of men acceptable to them as a 
nominee as President is received with humility 
and appreciation. I am not interested in any 
political office at this time. My efforts are 
aimed solely at protecting the constitutional 
rights of the sovereign states of this union 
and particularly the states' right of our own 
selection. While duly grateful to the Florida 20 
Democrats, I must decline this honor offered me. 

From Tallahassee, Governor Caldwell had an announcement of his 
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own to make. After months of indecisive wavering Caldwell reluctantly 

joined the southern revolt as he qualified as a candidate for 

delegate-at-large in opposition to Harry Truman. In a prepared 

statement Caldwell said that "the time has come to stop temporizing 

and comprosing with principle and to abandon a party leadership 

detrimental to the south." He urged election of an uninstructed 

Florida delegation to the National Democratic Convention, charged 

with attempting to re-establish the two-thirds rule and nominating 
21 

a president and vice president who believe in states' rights. 

With the approaching May 4 primary Truman supporters were 

hard to find. Of the 112 candidates vying for the twenty-eight 

delegation seats, only one openly supported Truman. Most voiced 

support for General Eisenhower but concluded they would switch their 

support if Truman would repudiate his stand on civil rights. 



At the same time there emerged three distinct slates of 

candidates for the delegation seats at the national convention, each 

aligned with a major political force within the state. 

The first group is the Solid South Democrats 
listed on the ballot under the heading for 
Fielding L. Wright as presidential nominee. 
They say they took WT.ight ' s name to identify 
themselves with his stand for a complete 
revolt from the party if the civil rights 
program is not renounced. This group being 
supported by the Florida Democratic Club. 

The second group all come from the list of 
uninstructed candidates on the ballot. They 
endorse the Governor ' s stand against the 
civil rights program and for nomination of 
a presidential ticket acceptable to southern 
states ' rights and viewpoints. This group is 
headed by Governor Caldwell and presumably 
favor Eisenhower. 

The third group is the Loyal Democrats for 
Eisenhower. They advocate a change in party 
leadership but will not bolt the Democratic 
party and will go along with whatever plat
form and ticket the national convention 
adopts. This group regarded as being led by 
Senator Claude Pepper.22 
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With such sharp contrasting lines of support drawn, the inevitable 

was bound to happen and did; charges and countercharges were heaved 

back and forth by rival camps. Charles Shepperd, chairman of the 

Florida Democratic Club, took the initiative by questioning the 

motives of Senator Pepper in issuing a statement urging the election 

of uninstructed delegates who will represent Pepper and not the people 
23 

of Florida, the people of the south or the people of the nation. 

More irritation was added to the controversial campaign when 

a sample ballot of Democratic National Convention delegates pledged to 

Governor Caldwell was discovered being mailed to voters. The letter 



containing names and short biographical sketches of twenty-nine 

candidates for delegate positions. Caldwell's own name was on the 

list and he made no secret of his satisfaction with the whole 

affair. "I am delighted to be counted among their group. I know 

most of them and I know them to be capable, forward-looking 
24 

Democrats." However, Caldwell denied any prior knowledge of 

the letter's existence. 

Carl Hanton, member of the Florida Democratic Club and pub-

lisher of the Fort Myers News Press, was the first to react to the 

origins of the mysterious letter. In a telegram to Caldwell, Hanton 

charged that "the anonymous lett~r from the state capital promoting 

undercover candidates for the Democratic National Convention via-

lates the spirit if not the letter of the Florida primary law and 

called on the governor to use the detective force attached to his 

office to determine the extent to which the statutes have been vio-
25 

late d. 

Caldwell apparently did not seem to share the somber mood of 

Hanton. In answering charges by Hanton, Caldwell was almost comical; 

"If you will send me a copy of the letter and list of undercover 

candidates complained of together with a citation of statutes you 

refer to I will cause immediate investigation to determine whether 
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the primary law has been violated. I am sorry your name was not among 
26 

the sound and determined Democrats listed." 

Sensing the futility in swapping telegrams with Caldwell, 

Hanton now charged that Pepper's henchmen were in cahoots with Caldwell 



and were responsible for the letter. In an editorial he attacked 

the tactics of both men. 

Governor Caldwell's leap for General Eisen
hower's coattails has been followed by 
Senator Pepper. Those with knowledge of the 
wheels within wheels of Florida politics 
will instantly recognize the latest slate of 
candidates for delegates to the Democratic 
National Convention as the Pepper ticket. 
Calling themselves "Loyal Democrats for 
Eisenhower," they are one and all widely 
known as Pepper stooges. The Senator had 
them hidden away among the uninstructed list 
and has now trotted them forth as a cohesive 
group under the guise of being for General Ike. 27 

The editorial page was the only place Hanton was going to be 

able to carry on his fight against Truman. The May 4 primary was 

another slap in the face to Hanton for he was not able to win a 

delegation seat while his old rival Governor Caldwell led all 

candidates in the voting. However, Caldwell supporters could only 

claim two victories each with only one-half vote while the pro-

Wright faction controlled eleven-and-one-half of the twenty votes 

the Florida delegation would have at the national convention. The 

only Truman man among the 112 candidates was not elected. 

Although the pro-Wright faction controlled the Florida dele-

gation, electors were sharply divided on what their actions would 

be if Truman was the party nominee for a new term. W. L. Coats of 

Fort Pierce said flatly that he would join a movement to block his 

election. Owen L. Abell of West Palm Beach said he felt he had no 

choice but to cast his vote for the party nominee if the slate goes 

Democrat. Louis M. Anderson of Orlando replied, "I will vote the 

dictates of my district. That is what a presidential elector is 
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28 
supposed to do." John 0. Jackson of Jacksonville said, "1 believe 

civil rights is a matter for the states and should not be administered 

by the Federal government. I am opposed to the program as it has 
29 

been proposed by President Truman." 

With the makeup of the delegation complete, Frank Upchurch 

announced that the pro-Wright faction under the guidance of the 

Florida Democratic Club had met in Jacksonville on May 20 and 

instructed him to call a meeting for June 7 in Tampa to elect a 

chairman and other officials to head the delegation. Upchurch had 

won a seat on the delegation as a pro-Wright candidate. There was 

little doubt that Upchurch would be chosen chairman of the delegation 

in view of the fact that he faced no opposition; the Pepper forces 

were busy lining up support for the big battle in Punta Gorda on 

June 7 for the chairmanship of the State Democratic Executive Com-

mittee. On June 3, the first signs of resistance to Upchurch came 

to light when Alex Littlefield, sheriff of Volusia County, announced 

that he would also be a candidate for the chair. Littlefield and 

Pepper had been long time political allies, so the announcement came 

as no surprise. 

As expected, Upchurch was chosen chairman of the Florida dele-

gation and at the same time the pro-Wright people were able to win 

all other delegation positions. They were also able to defeat a 

resolution by pro-Pepper forces to support the presidential nominee 

of the party, whoever he may be. 

With the election of Upchurch as chairman of the Florida dele-

gation on June 7, the anti-Truman revolt in Florida reached its peak. 



The days to follow were to bring the first of several setbacks for 

Upchurch and the Florida Democratic Club. Alex Littlefield, backed 

chiefly by members aligned with Senator Pepper, was elected chairman 

of the State Democratic Executive Committee. He won with a sixty-

four to fifty-one margin over Upchurch. 

The election of Littlefield severed all hopes of reconciliation 

for the Democrats before the convention in July. The only thing 

they were in general accord on was their opposition to Truman, and 

even in this they did not agree. They were so hopelessly divided 

that the traditional railroad party to the convention was cancelled. 

Each group decided to go its own separate way. 

On the eve of the Democratic National Convention, Alex Little-

field, newly-elected chairman of the State Democratic Executive 

Committee, widened the rift between himself and Frank Upchurch, 

chairman of the Florida .delegation to the national convention. 

The verbal skirmish was ignited when Upchurch proposed the 

drafting of Secretary of Defense James Forrestal as Democratic party 

nominee for President, saying, "that it was extremely doubtful that 
30 

President Truman would carry a single state if nominated." He 

indicated that he was opposed to General Eisenhower until his poli-

tical views were better known. According to Upchurch, "Forrestal is 

the ablest man in President Truman's cabinet. He has a business 

background, but is liberal enough to have occupied responsible posi-

tions in President Roosevelt's administration. If elected Secretary 

Forrestal would undoubtedly invite General Eisenliower to take his 
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place as Secretary of National Defense and General Marshall to continue 
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as Secretary of State. This would make the best possible combination 

to deal with the foreign situation in general and Russia in particular 

during the next four years, which will probably be the most crucial 
31 

in our history." 

Littlefield's response was quick and explicit in his disgust 

with the delegation chairman. 

Mr. Upchurch does not represent the Democracy 
of Florida and neither do those supporters of 
his who have swallowed hook, line and sinker 
the Republican propaganda which seeks to split 
the Democratic party on the issue of civil 
rights. This group forgets that a civil rights 
plank has been a part of the national Demo
cratic platform for many years and will con
tinue to be so for many more. It was part of 
the State Democratic platform as long ago as 
1876.32 

Littlefield added, "The people of Florida always have been able 

to control the social problems that arise in the day to day life of 

the state and I am sure they are in no danger of losing that control." 

The state chairman concluded that only the few members of the dele-

gation who, like Mr. Upchurch are supporters of the special interest 

in Florida, are naive enough to be thrown off the true democratic 

trail by the red herring with which the Republicans have sought to 

confuse it. Let Mr. Upchurch speak for himself. He is chairman of a 

divided Florida delegation and has a tenuous control over only a part 
33 

of Florida's vote in the convention. 

At the outset of the convention the pro-Wright people were 

still solidly behind him. However, there was some confusion as to 

how the pro-Eisenhower faction would vote in light of the emphatic 

withdrawal of the general. 
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For the Florida delegates and the Democratic party , the wait 

was not a long one, for on the evening of July 11 Senator Claude 

Pepper startled Democratic ranks when he announced his candidacy 

for President. 

Truman's nomination on the first ballot was considered a cer-

tainty but yet Pepper talked with supreme confidence in announcing 

his candidacy. He attacked President Truman's civil rights program 

as a "snare and a delusion overlooking the practicalities of the 

situation." Pepper added that he accepted the responsibility of 
34 

carrying on the policies and principles of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

Later that night, Pepper appeared before the Flori~delegation 

to ask for their support saying he "would appreciate it if you can 
35 

find it in your hearts to give me support." There was no motion 

either to reject or accept his plea. The meeting was adjourned before 

a discussion of the Pepper candidacy when the delegation got into an 

argument over passes. Pepper was conceded to have the support of the 

pro-Eisenhower group holding six-and-one-half votes with the pro-

Wright faction being opposed to his nomination. The Florida delegation 

was spared the necessity of voting on Pepper's candidacy for as 

quickly as the Senator had entered the race, he withdrew. The announce-

ment came less than two days after the confident Pepper had predicted 

victory i n his quest for the presidency. In making his announcement, 

Pepper said that "the Democrats are watching the break-up of their 

party." He attacked both Truman and Dewey but said he would support 
36 

the Democratic nominee. 

As was expected, the major fight in the convention came over 
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the civil rights plank in the platform. The original plank voted by 

the committee was only a vague endorsement for some kind of equal 

rights for racial minorities. Three different southern substitutes 

were offered and one stronger civil rights statement. Under the 

leadership of Hubert H. Humphrey the southern proposals were defeated 

and the stronger plank endorsed by the convention. Throughout this 

battle southern delegations worked together and were able to finally 

decide upon a "southern" candidate for the nomination. This was 

Senator Richard Russell of Georgia. 

As expected, Truman received the nomination on the first ballot, 

though Florida cast her twenty votes for Senator Russell of Georgia. 

Although some southern delegations walked out when Truman received 

the nomination, Florida remained firm; however, some members did slowly 

file out as Truman began his acceptance speech. 

Reaction to Truman's nomination was generally mixed among the 

Florida delegation but most members were now ready to fall in line in 

support of the nominee, although the enthusiasm in some instances was 

lacking. Charles Shepperd, chairman of the anti-Truman Florida Demo-

cratic Club, indicated he would vote for Truman saying, "I may have 
37 

to hold my nose when I do it." Hortense Wells, also a member of 

the club and former national committeewoman, said she too would go 

along with the party nominee in November, unhappy as she was over the 

prospect. 

Of all the delegates, Frank Upchurch was the most obstinate in 

his opposition to Truman. Asked if he would vote for Truman in 
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November, Upchurch snapped, "I' 11 never vote for that ... , " the 

ending being obstructed as he marched off. 
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CHAPTER IV 
DEMOCRATS AND DIXIECRATS: THE REVOLT IN FLORIDA 

To Upchurch, the fight against Truman would continue as long 

as there was a means, and he found a new means in the Dixiecrat 

convention in Birmingham, Alabama. However, support for Upchurch 

in his fight was now beginning to dwindle. Only half a dozen 

delegates decided to attend the Birmingham convention and none of 

these were powerful political figures within the state. The main-

stay of support for Upchurch wa~ Carl Hanton, publisher of Fort Myers 

News Press. The nomination by the convention of Governor Strom 

Thurmond of South Carolina and Governor Fielding Wright received a 

warm endorsement from Hanton. 

The candidates are two of the strongest men in 
the south. On merit alone, these men are head 
and shoulders above the futile Truman and the 
aging Barkley: they have records that make 
them better than an even match for Dewey and 
Warren. No voter, be he Southerner or from 
the North, need hold his nose while marking 
his ballot for the Birmingham nominees. Man 
for man, they are not only tops in the 1948 
field: they also compare favorably with any 
ticket offered in the past by either party.l 

The political situation in Florida became even more complicated 

with the emergence of still another challenge to the Democrat 

supremacy. Instead of ending the relentless fighting, the nomination 

of Truman and resulting nomination of Thurmond and Wright heightened 

the hostilities among the Democrats. 
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In regard to the campaign, or lack of one, many state officials 

voiced support for the national ticket but were not enthusiastic 

about actively campaigning for Truman. Governor Caldwell said he 

would campaign for Truman but that he would "point out Republican 

deficiencies without extolling virtues of the platform or the Demo-
2 

cratic party organization as it stands." Secretary of State R. A. 

Gray said, "he wasn't happy about the Democrats nationally but it 
3 
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must be kept cohesive in the state." Senator Pepper was the only top 

party official to notify Truman that he was ready to help in the cam-

paign. 

Congressman George Smathers . of Miami indicated he was ready to 

take an active role in the campaign. Presumably he hoped to promote 

his own political fortunes at the same time as he sought support for 

his attempt at the senate seat held by Claude Pepper in the 1950 

Congressional elections. 

The presence of Thurmond and Wright now added a new dimension of 

confusion for Florida Democrats. Several of Florida's Democratic 

presidential electors indicated they would vote for Thurmond. This 

made it impossible for a voter to cast a single marked ballot for 

either a set of Truman or Thurmond electors. Instead, he would have 

to split up his ticket and write in names. This situation arose 

because of Florida law at the time not allowing individuals to vote 

directly for President; they vote for presidential electors whose 

names appear on the ballot, who in turn can vote for the president and 

vice president. Four of the eight electors were already on record as 
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saying they would cast their votes for Governor Thurmond. The contro-

versy boiled down to the fact that Democrats would not have a 

convenient method of voting for either Truman or Thurmond. Many Demo-

cratic leaders felt this confusion would lead voters to just vote 

Republican rather than fight the complexity of the Democratic electors. 

The situation would become so contentious that it would eventually be 

resolved by a special session of the Florida Legislature. 

August saw a continuation of the feud between Upchurch and 

Littlefield as the Democrats showed no signs of closing their ranks 

for the election. At the opening of the State Democratic Campaign 

Headquarters in Deland, Littlefield called for harmony in the upcoming 

campaign. "There is only one candidate for President of the United 

States. He was selected at the Philadelphia convention and every true 
4 

Democrat will vote for him." The chairman had good intentions but 

the plea fell on deaf ears. 

Littlefield would spend a great deal of time in the forthcoming 

weeks trying to unite the Democrats; unfortunately he lacked diplomacy 

and every effort seemingly enlarged the split. 

Although the Dixiecrats or revolting Democrats, as they were 

sometimes called, were in a minority, they were extremely vociferous 

in their siege on the evil policies of the Truman administration. 

The leader of the Dixiecrat forces in Florida remained Upchurch. Com-

menting on Littlefield's appeal for unity, Upchurch declared, 

The chairman of the State Democratic Executive 
Committee seems oblivious to the fact that 
Truman cannot carry Florida. His statement is 
in substance a plea that Floridians surrender 



their principles to Northern Communists, 
radicals, and left wingers, who have seized 
control of the Democratic party and submit 
to Negro domination demanded by Truman's 
civil rights legislation. 5 

However, regular Democrats were not to be undone, the ensuing 
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weeks brought statements of support for the national ticket from around 

the state. On August 10, Fuller Warren, Democratic nominee for 

governor, announced his intention of voting for all Democratic 

nominees. On August 17, R. A. Gray, Secretary of State, likewise 

indicated that he would vote for a straight Democratic ticket. Senator 

Pepper, who jumped actively into the campaign, announced on August 21 

that he was preparing to leave on an extensive speaking tour on 

behalf of President Truman. On August 24, Richard W. Ervin, Demo-

cratic nominee for attorney general, and Thomas D. Bailey, nominee 

for superintendent of the state department of education, both pledged 

support of a straight Democratic ticket in Florida. 

As August drew to a close, the controversial situation surround-

ing the presidential electors was full blown and a special session of 

the legislature was eminent. As the situation stood, four electors 

were ready to vote for Truman while four were in support of Thurmond. 

As expected, Governor Caldwell bowed to pressure from within 

the state and on September 10 called for a special session of the 

legislature to convene on September 14, to deal exclusively with the 

enactment of laws pertaining to the general election in November. 

It did not take the Democratic legislature long to work out a solution 

to the ballot confusion. By the end of the second day of the session, 

both the House and the Senate had agreed to a final bill. The new 



ballot was to contain each party's nominee along with a full slate 

of electors pledged to each man. In this manner the voters were 

able to cast a single straight ballot without a: great deal of con-

fusion. The legislature also included one other important item in 

the bill; that was a provision which would allow the name of Henry 

Wallace to be placed on the ballot. To qualify the Progressive 

party would need to file a petition by October, signed by only one 

per cent of the registered voters. 

What little campaigning there was in Florida by national 

candidates was done almost exclusively by Dixiecrat Strom Thurmond, 

who made several outspoken appearances around the state. His first 

visit was at a Labor Day celebration in Wildwood on September 6. 

In his speech Thurmond blasted Truman and civil rights. "I warn 

you here and now: The civil rights program is the wedge which can 

force open the doorway to tyranny;'that adoption of civil rights 

legislation meant in effect a Federal police bill, adding that 

Dewey's, Wallace's, and Truman's FEPC was patterned after a Russian 
6 

law written by Joseph Stalin. 

Thurmond made a return visit to the state on October 16. At 

Gainesville, he attacked his three opponents, charging them with 

endorsing the civil rights bills to secure minority votes rather 
7 

than for humanitarian reasons. Thurmond went on to defend his 

position in favor of segregation. "Anti-segregation laws would 

bring the nation the greatest era of lawlessness it has ever known. 

We must keep the races separate, even if it costs more money, if we 
8 

are to maintain law and order." 
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In an editorial, the Gainesville Sun complimented Thurmond on 

his campaign. 

Mr. Thurmond demonstrated the ability, all 
too rare in politics, to pull no punches and 
speak his convictions straight from the 
shoulder. That cannot be said of either 
President Truman or Tom Dewey, both of whom 
have either glossed over or ducked the reali
ties involved in the issues for which Thurmond 
is fighting. After meeting Mr. Thurmond and 
hearing him in person for the first time, we 
can testify that he is definitely not the type 
of self seeking politician that his enemies 
and opponents would have us believe. We like 
this able leader of the States Rights movement 
and we compliment him on keeping his campaign 
and the cause he espouses on the high plane 
where it deserves to be. 9 

That night Thurmond spoke in Jacksonville reiterating much of 

the speech he delivered in Gainesville. Fielding Wright was to have 

made an appearance in Tampa, but plane trouble forced cancellation 

of his trip. 
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President Truman made a brief ' non political ' trip for a speaking 

engagement in Miami, addressing the American Legion convention. 
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Q-IAPTER V 
THE REPUBLICAN PARTY: A FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE 

The election of 1948 saw a renaissance within the Republican 

party in Florida. Although their efforts did not turn out to be 

fruitful in terms of votes, it marked the beginnings of a rebirth 

of the two-party system which had so long been buried in Florida. 

Like the Democrats, the Republicans were badly divided; 

however, they were fighting more for party control than against a 

presidential standard bearer. Although many of their problems were 

similar to those of the Democrats, the GOP scrapping was more for 

personal greed than party allegiance. 

Control of the party was being contested by two groups. One 

group was headed by State Chairman Emory Akerman of Orlando, whose 

brother Alex was the only Republican in the Florida Legislature. 

The opposition group was headed by Charles McNulty, National Committee-

man, and Miami real estate man Wesley Garrison. McNulty was regarded 

leader of the old line Republican while Akerman was supported by the 

younger members of the party. 

On January 12, Attorney General Tom Watson complicated to some 

extent the Republican resurgence when he announced that Florida dele-

gates to the Republican National Convention were to be elected in 

party primaries, instead of by state and district executive committee 

as had been the custom in the past. The Republicans had been operating 
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under a law which provides "that convention delegate candidates of 

a party which in the last preceding general election cast more than 

twenty per cent of the total vote shall qualify as provided by law 
1 

for the qualification of their candidate in a primary election." 

Republicans in the 1944 election received nearly thirty-five per 

cent of the vote, including an estimated one-hundred-thousand 

Democrat-turned-Republican votes. Had it not been for this vote 

switch, the Republicans could have continued to select delegates by 

committee vote. 

The Republicans were stifled in future attempts to get out 

from under Watson's ruling. On February 14, Circuit Judge John A. 

Murphie upheld Watson's ruling saying that "the Republican party in 

Florida must hold a party primary election this year to choose its 
2 

national convention delegates." J. Harry Schad, acting party 

counsel, indicated there would be an immediate appeal to the state 

Supreme court. 

At a meeting in Tampa in late February, the State Republican 

Executive Committee initiated GOP squabbles which went on to set 

the tone for the Republican campaign effort in Florida. The meeting 

brought about a complete change of leadership among the Republican 

hierarchy as they prepared for their most serious challenge in years 

to Democratic rule in Florida. However, the change was not carried 

out in as harmonious a fashion as everyone had hoped. 

"Amid cries of steamroller, a well-organized faction of Stassen 

backers succeeded in ousting Charles R. McNulty of Melbourne as 
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national committeeman giving that job to State Chairman Spades of 

St. Augustine and put in Emory Akerman, young Orlando attorney as 
3 

State Chairman." The Akerman brothers, Emory and Alex, were both 

supporters of Harold Stassen, but C. C. Spades was a supporter of 

Thomas Dewey. 

McNulty, in an attempt to avoid being ousted, argued that 

the election of the national committeeman should take place in a 

statewide primary rather than in a committee vote. This proposal 

was quickly voted down and McNulty was not even renominated for his 

post. 

It was at this point, when the committee decided to choose the 

national committeeman, that the controversy arose. One delegate 
4 

shouted, "that's the way a steamroller sounds." Joseph Q. Stokes 

of Volusia County, a Negro delegate, joined in the protest charging, 

"that all resolutions and nominations had been arranged at a meeting 
5 

the night before. I want a voice here today." Stokes was backed 

in his protest by the ever active Wesley E. Garrison. Together 

they opposed most resolutions putting the selection of a committeeman 

in the hands of the committee. They also refused to go along with 

the unanimous election of Mrs. Parks as national committeewoman. 

The committee also voted to elect sixteen delegates to the national 

GOP convention in a state primary May 4. 

The fight now shaped up between McNulty and Spades as the 

Republicans, in high spirits of victory, jockeyed for the spoils of 

patronage. On the surface it promised to be a very good year for 

the GOP in Florida. The number of Republican candidates was at an 
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all-time high and for the first time in a long while serious compe-

tition was in the offing for many Democrats. Republican State 

Executive Committee Chairman C. C. Spades best summed up the position 

of many Republican hopefuls and the GOP as a whole. "It promises 

to be a very busy campaign, there is great activity all over the 

state. We have five candidates for Congress, nine for the State 
6 

Senate and twenty for the [Florida] House." It did not take the 

leaders long to spread dissention through the party. R. Ted Rainey 

of Melbourne, a congressional committeeman, spoke openly of his dis-

satisfaction with the committee ' s recent actions. He described the 

election of C. C. Spades as State Chairman as a "coup" adding, "The 

election would be appealed to the Republican National Committee on 

grounds that delegates to the Republican National Convention and not 
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State committee members have the right to name the National Committee
? 

men." 

Rainey also charged that Spades and his group fought frantically 

to reverse the recent ruling that Republican delegates to the 

National Convention must be selected in a primary. "It means the 
8 

Republican voters are going to have a say-so for the first time." 

The fracas among GOP leaders was more than a simple fight for 

party leadership. With the growing prospect of a Republican victory 

in November, the importance of the national committeemen grew 

enormously as the lucrative power of patronage would come under their 

control. 

McNulty for his part simply refused to be pushed out of the 



party without a fight despite the distinct possibility that such a 

fight would cause irreparable damage to the Republican cause. 

McNulty's intentions became clearer on April 3 when he announced 

the opening of an office for the Republican National Committee in 

Orlando. In a prepared statement, McNulty said the reason for the 

establishment of the office was the "sudden resignation of C. C. 

Spades or St. Augustine as chairman of the Republican State Executive 

Committee, which left the party without experienced leadership in 
9 
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State affairs." Emory S. Akerman, Chairman of the Florida Republican 

Executive Committee, saw the announcement in a different light. He 

called it "The action of a disap_pointed and defeated officeseeker;" 

adding that "the opening of the control office was an attempt to 

control the election of Republican delegates who will support McNulty 

for national committeeman in spite of the unanimous election of Mr. 
10 

Spades at the Tampa meeting." The upcoming fight threatened obvious 

repercussions but both men knew what victory meant to the national 

committeeman. The winner would have the right to make such powerful 

appointments as postmaster, collector of customs, United States mar-

shall, district attorney, and many other Federal public office holders. 

McNulty had good reason to fight for a statewide primary to choose 

electors, for it would greatly enhance his chances of re-election. 

"A National committeeman must be acceptable to the national conven-

tion, and if Spades is able to get his supporters elected to the 

convention, he may count his future secure. If McNulty supporters 
11 

go up, they are likely to choose him." The situation was complicated 

by contradictory Florida laws dictating election of delegates. While 



the national party policy allowed for the state law to prevail, 

McNulty hoped to have his supporters elected and then ask the con-

vention to overturn the election of Spades. 

McNulty, who was a supporter of Senator Robert Taft, faced 

a stiff challenge from the Stassen backers who were standing behind 

the Akerman brothers. Alex Akerman served as Stassen ' s southern 

campaign manager. Stassen supporters were reinforced in their 

efforts when he made a visit to Florida on April 17 to line up 

support. Stassen's visit was the only appearance made prior to the 

primary by any of the major Republican hopefuls. 

Stassen also hoped to bring a little harmony to Republican 

leaders while in Florida. In some respects he was successful, but 

the split had grown too deep to heal in one meeting. This was 

evidenced by the actions of Emory Akerman on May 2, when he filed 

a $100,000 damage suit in Circuit Court against five state Republican 

leaders. According to Akerman, the basis of the suit was "alleged 

derogatory and defamatory statements issued by the defendants in 

Florida newspapers in connection with the Republican primary. Named 

as defendants were M. J. Moss, Jr. of Orlando; C. H. McNulty of 

Melbourne; Wesley E. Garrison and Henry K. Gibson, both of Miami; and 
12 

Ted Rainey of Melbourne." 

Wesley Garrison ' s reply characterized the situation among 

Florida GOP leaders. He termed the suit "nothing but an advertising 

trick to call attention to himself [Akerman]. We don't worry about 

his suit, we don't even acknowledge Akerman as State Executive Chair-
13 

man.'' 
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The primary results were once again indicative of the split 

within Republican ranks. The Florida delegation was evenly divided 

between supporters of Dewey, Stassen, and Taft. This left each 

with five delegates. The sixteenth member of the delegation 

expressed no preference. The primary dealt a severe blow to 

McNulty, whose supporters were badly beaten. That defeat almost 

certainly put an end to his plans for taking his fight to the floor 

of the convention. This alignment would hold true only for the 

first ballot, however. After that the delegation had agreed to 

vote as a single unit for the man who seemed to be the probable 

choice of the convention. According to Harry Schad, who made the 

announcement, "Each delegate will vote his individual choice for 

presidential nominee until the convention voting develops a trend-, 

at which time the entire Florida delegation will vote as a unit for 

the candidate who seems to be shaping up as the choice of the con-
14 

vention, whether he be Stassen, Dewey, Vandesburg, or another." 

This was one of the very few times the Republicans were in agreement 

during the entire campaign. 

McNulty's hopes were all but crushed when C. C. Spades was 

elected to head the Florida delegation to the national convention. 

In a caucus of the GOP delegation, Ethel Parks was also certified 

National committeewoman. Spades, however, was not without problems 

and his victory was bittersweet. 

The problems which beset the GOP showed no signs of dissipating 

and, as the National Convention approached, the Republicans had a 

new distraction. On May 29, Joe Moe of Ft. Lauderdale, a recently-
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elected delegate to the national convention, filed a suit before 

the Florida Supreme Court questioning the validity of the selection 

of the alternates at large to the party convention. The suit alleged 

that "each delegate has the right to personally select his own 

alternate and that the Republican State Executive Committee was 

exceeding its authority in arranging for the election of alternates 
15 

by state committees and the respective Congressional State Committee." 

Named as defendants in the suit were C. C. Spades, J. Leonard Lewis, 

Ross Lejins, Duncan Held, Louise Olmsted, and Bert Acker. Bert 

Acker and Louise Olmsted were named defendants in a similar suit 

filed by Wesley Garrison and Mildred G. Johnston. 

J. Harry Schad, special counsel for the committee, said "the 

committee in arranging for the selection of alternates acted under 

a declaratory decree entered by Judge John A. H. Murphree that held 

that alternates to the national convention of a minority political 

party could be selected by the Republican State Executive Committee 

for alternate at large and that the Republican Congressional district 
16 

committee had the right to select the district alternates." 

Garrison was unsuccessful in his appeal to the Florida Supreme 

Court but for all his trouble he did cause the executive committee 

to reverse their choice of an alternate for Garrison. The committee, 

in an oversight, had named Acker as the alternate for Garrison. 

Because of the ill feeling between the two men, Garrison vowed he'd 

never let Acker sit in his seat at the convention. The committee, 

facing a somewhat embarrassing situation, succeeded in one of its 

more astute moves by simply switching alternates. Garrison had his 



own way and the committee escaped unscathed. 

The outset of the national convention saw little change in 

the internal problems of the Florida GOP . Some of their problems, 

however, we r e not without a humorous twist. It seems that indivi-

duals in charge of serving refreshments had agreed to promote Florida 

orange juice at the convention. However, due to all the dissention 

among Florida delegates apparently no one bothered to work out final 

details while the California people, on the other hand, were more 

than ready to step in. The outcome was that, upon entering the 

convention hall, the delegates were greeted with a large California 

orange and found themselves drinking California orange juice. 

Meanwhile, the Florida delegation headed into the first ballot 

with support divided sharply among the three front-runners. Six 

votes went to Dewey, five to Taft, and five to Stassen. Taft 

supporters, led by Wesley Garrison, felt strongest in their position 

and were least likely to change their votes. According to Garrison, 

the Taft people would "stick together until he ' s elected, tells us 
17 

otherwise or hell freezes over." The entire delegation agreed that 

upon a deadlock in the balloting, they favored Senator Arthur H. 

Vandenburg of Michigan as a compromise candidate. 

At the same time, antagonism continued to mount against C. C. 

Spades. Several delegates questioned Spades ' leadership of the 

delegation on the grounds that he was only an alternate delegate. 

"Joe Moe, Wesley E. Garrison, and Mrs. Mildred C. Johnston attempted 

to question Spades' rights as an alternate to head the delegation. 

They pointed out he was defeated for delegate-at-large in state 
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voting. He ruled out of order any question of his selection and 

was supported in this by Emory Akerman, State Committee chairman and 
18 

Miles H. Draper." 

This legal ballyhoo provoked a verbal exchange between Garrison 

and Emory Akerman. Garrison complained "that he received no official 

notice of the meeting at which Spades was elected. To which Akerman 

retorted notices were mailed to all. Maybe you were in Washington 
19 

and yours wasn't forwarded." In a last bit of harmony before the 

balloting, the delegation agreed that any alternate called on to 

fill in for a delegate could vote his own choice not that of the 

delegate for whom he substituted. 
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On the eve of the balloting, the power struggle among Republican 

leaders in Florida, according to the Miami Herald, shaped up as 

follows: a Dewey victory would make C. C. Spades the top GOP offi-

cial in the state since he was to become national committeeman at 

end of the convention. The Akerman brothers of Orlando would control 

the party if Harold Stassen claimed victory. In the event of a Taft 

victory, Wesley Garrison of Miami would run the GOP machine in Florida. 

The balloting went pretty much as expected with the state 

delegation splitting its votes six for Dewey, six for Taft, and four 

for Stassen respectively on the first two ballots. By the third 

ballot, Taft and Stassen had released their delegates, which allowed 

the delegation to vote unanimously for Dewey. 

The balloting for the vice presidential nominee saw a continua-

tion of the troubles which had stricken the Republicans. Although 

Dewey's close advisers were to blame, Florida's Stassen supporters 
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were thoroughly enraged at the tactics used to pick the vice presiden-

tial nominee. Controversy arose when several of his supporters in 

the Florida delegation notified chairman Spades that they intended to 

nominate or second Stassen's nomination. But when Florida's turn on 

the roll call came, Spades passed. In the meantime, Dewey people had 

brought everyone into line for Governor Earl Warren of California as 

the vice presidential nominee. After nominating and seconding speeches, 

convention chairman Joe Martin called for the nomination to be passed 

by acclamation. Before the confused Stassen people could make an 

objection the motion of the chair held. 

Spades would not comment concerning his actions, but State 

Republican chairman Emory Akerman was extremely bitter and issued a 

formal statement on the matter. "I condemn the ruthless tactics used 

in securing the nomination of Earl Warren. I hope that such tactics 

will not be used by Republican party leaders in the fall campaign. 

As Florida chairman, I will not tolerate any such tactics in our 
20 

state." 

In its last floor vote, the Florida delegation reaffirmed 

selection of C. C. Spades and Ethel Parks as committeeman and 

committeewoman for the next four years. With the convention over, 

the GOP faithfuls headed for home, ready to wage a vigorous campaign 

and in high hopes of victory. 

The selection of a Dewey/Warren ticket pumped new vigor into 

Florida Republicans. In a valiant aftempt to glean victory, the GOP 

put together one of their biggest campaigns throughout the state. 



However, crippled by intra party squabbles, the party suffered a 

humiliating defeat at the hands of the Democrats, despite its 

gall ant efforts. 

The Republicans wasted no time in planning their campaign 

activities. On July 27, the GOP drive began to take shape as C. C. 

Spades announced that Joseph W. Martin (R-Mass) speaker of the house, 

and Senator Harry Cain of Washington were scheduled for political 

speeches. He also designated G. H. Alexander of Fort Myers campaign 

manager for south Florida and J. Harry Schad of Gainesville manager 

for north Florida. 

Republican Executive Committee members met in Orlando on 

August 23 for the first time since the national convention and 

continued to solidify plans for the campaign. The meeting was also 

designed to bolster support for Republican candidates around the 

state. In a series of resolutions the committee went on record as 

"adopting the platform of the National Republican convention, 

endorsing every Republican candidate whose name will appear on the 
21 

November ballot and pledged its cooperation to all candidates." 
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The Republican campaign got under way in earnest on September 17 

when State Republican headquarters were opened in Jacksonville. In 

conjunction with the opening, C. C. Spades announced a sound truck 

would start a state tour in behalf of Republican candidates. Travel-

ing with the truck would be Bert Acker, GOP candidate for governor, 

and Camille Geneau, W. L. Moss and Rolf Kaltenborn, all Republican 

candidates for Congress. Spades also expressed hopes of having 



several prominent Republicans visit the state. The list of planned 

campaign speakers included Harold Stassen, Senator George Malone 

of Nevada, Congressman William Judd of Minnesota, and Senator Styles 

H. Bridge of New Hampshire. 

The Reublican position in the campaign of 1948 was one which 

exuded confidence. So much so that they boasted openly of an anti-

cipated victory in the election. This position was best expressed 

by Republican State Chairman Emory Akerman. 

We expect to carry Florida for Dewey and 
Warren. Further we expect a clean sweep in 
Pinellas county except for two officials 
not being contested; we will undoubtedly 
re-elect my brother Alex Akerman to the 
legislature; win some Broward county offices 
and have a good chance to elect Tom Walker 
to the legislature from Polk county. 22 
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Expectations were not fulfilled in 1948, but for the Republicans 

the groundwork for a future more equitable two-party system in the 

state had been formulated. 
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CHAPTER VI 
THE PROGRESSIVE PARTY: THE HOPELESS CAMPAIGN 

The Progressive party led by Henry Wallace rounded out the four-

way 1948 political campaign in Florida. Although small in number, the 

Progressive party was one of the most active in its presidential bid. 

Both Henry Wallace and his running mate, Glenn Taylor, visited the 

state in an attempt to bolster the Progressive cause. Henry Wallace's 

entire campaign was surrounded by controversy and the Florida effort 

was no exception. Throughout the campaign the position taken by most 

individuals towards Wallace's candidacy was one of support for his 

right to run but no expression of support for his platform. The labor 

movement as a whole was one that bolstered "the right to run ideal." 

Some members of that movement, however, gave clear support to the man 

as well as the ideal. 

A resolution asking labor backing or putting 
the name of Henry Wallace on the State ballot 
will be introduced at Central Labor Union 
meeting announced Secretary C. L. Forsythe. 
The resolution will not advocate support of 
Wallace's candidacy but will urge the voters 
be given the democratic right to express 
their preference for him if they are so inclined. 1 

In other words, the general body of the labor meeting passed the reso-

lution supporting Wallace's right to have his name appear on the ballot 

and le.ft to its members the right to choose whether or not to cast 

their votes for Wallace. 

This position was re-affirmed when on June 9 the Central Labor 

Union passed a resolution warning against premature candidacy of Henry 
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Wallace. At the same time, however, it called for an early meeting 

of the state United Labor Political committee to consider and 

possibly support a move to place Wallace's name on the Florida 
2 

primary ballot. 
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With the onset of the new year, Wallace supporters wasted little 

time in preparing for the upcoming campaign. On January 11 at Miami 

Beach some two hundred people who described themselves as "level-

headed professional people, not a bunch of wild-eyed radicals, met 
3 

to promote the presidential candidacy." The meeting was sponsored 

by the Southern Conference for Human Welfare. 

Shortly thereafter, the Orlando delegation of the Florida 

Wallace for President Club called for a statewide conference in Orlando 

for February 7. Their purpose was to promote Wallace and plan strate-

gies for getting his name on the ballot. The club appealed for help 

from "all Florida citizens and organizations who feel that Wallace's 

announcement of his candidacy has given the American people a ray of 

hope out of our bi-partisan ever-increasing drive toward war and 
4 

depression." 

However, not all Floridians thought so highly of Wallace's 

candidacy. The United Labor Political Committee of Florida passed 

a resolution indicating it would take no part in any third party 

movement. This action came after several local unions urged labor 

to support a drive to get Wallace's name on the Florida ballot. At 

the same time the executive council of the American Federation of 

Labor meeting in Miami Beach announced its opposition to his candi-

dacy . The council said in part that "the Wallace third party was 



divided by Communists who have taken him in lock, stock, and barrel." 

Although much of the national labor hierarchy repudiated 

Wallace, localized labor disagreed and lent some support to his 

campaign. According to James T. Crown, vice president of the state-

wide Wallace for President organization, various local labor unions 

around the state pledged five thousand new registrations for Wallace. 

Florida was the first southern stop for Wallace after he 

announced his candidacy on a third party ticket. As with future 

southern campaign trips, Wallace encountered his share of resistance. 

Wallace had not yet arrived in Tampa for his first Florida appearance 

when opposition appeared. National Guard Major General Sumter L. 

Lowry called upon Tampa citizens to boycott his speech, asking "right 
6 

thinking people of Tampa to stay away from Wallace's appearance." 

Lowry, mentioned earlier in this paper, was the man who later ran for 

Governor of Florida. Nevertheless, Wallace delivered his speech, 

blistering Democrats and Republicans alike for the high level of 

inflation. "He flayed the European recovery program as a pretext why 

[six] workers must not use their effective weapons in fighting for 
7 

wage increases." This and future denunciation of the Marshall Plan 

(as it would later be known) brought severe criticism of Wallace. In 

answer to Wallace attacks the following editorial appeared in several 

newspapers around the state. 

It is difficult to follow the reasoning of 
Henry A. Wallace when he denounced the Euro
pean Recovery Program as a 'blueprint for 
war.' Mr. Wallace adds, of course, that it 
will open Western Europe to 'Wall Street 
Control.' 
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When the Marshall Plan was originally pro
jected, it was designed to assist the nations 
of Europe which suffered from the war. It 
was wide open for the acceptance of all the 
nations of Europe and only the opposition of 
Soviet Russia prevented the United States from 
including the nations of Eastern Europe in the 
rehabilitation program. 

In view of this fact, it seems a little silly 
to suggest that the United States has offered 
a 'blue print for war.' If there is any dan
ger of war, as a result of the Marshall pro
gram, the danger stems from the action of 
Soviet Russia which divided Europe into two 
economic camps. 

Nor can we agree with the former Vice President 
that the net result of the Marshall Plan will 
be to benefit private capitalists in the 
United States and in other countries. It seems 
likely that private capitalists will probably 
make some profits out of the operation of the 
program. This is evident in the insistence of 
certain Congressional leaders that the money 
voted be expended under a business like admin
istration and not by the officials of the United 
States Government. 

This does not condemn the Marshall Plan. After 
all, the U. S. is interested in the continuance 
of a world in which private capitalism can 
function. Obviously, if the Marshall Program 
rehabilitates the devastated countries of 
Western Europe and provides the succor necessary 
to reestablish their economies, the system of 
private capitalism will grow stronger throughout 
the world. 

We are likewise unable to follow the charge by 
Mr. Wallace that the plan, although 'cloaked in 
decent language' is designed 'to suppress the 
Democratic movements in Europe.' Apparently, Mr. 
Wallace is using the word 'Democratic' in the 
same sense that it is used by the rulers of 
Russia. What it means to the Kremlin is evident 
in events which have occurred in Czechoslovakia. 
Certainly, the implementation of the Marshall 
Plan will not injure Democracy as it is under
stood in this country and in some of the nations 
of Western Europe.8 
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The only kind words spoken by Wallace were for Florida's own 

Senator Claude Pepper. Wallace said Pepper "has earned a distin-

guished place in American political life and the people of the 

entire nation are indebted to you here in Florida for putting him 
9 

in Washington." 

Wallace's next stop was Miami, where he spoke before an esti-

mated twelve thousand people. However, many were probably just 

curious onlookers and shortly after Wallace appeared the crowd 

began to shrink considerably. For the most part, Wallace reiterated 

much of what he had said in Tampa the night before. There were two 

exceptions, however, as he added reference to Communism and the 

civil rights program proposed by Truman. Concerning communism, 

Wallace commented, "I don't welcome the support of anyone who advo-

cates the overthrow of government by force or who puts any country 

above or on a par with the United States," adding that as far as he 
10 

knew there was not a single communist among his campaign advisers. 

As usual in Wallace's campaign, blacks were present, both on stage 

and in the audience. Asked about a possible black running mate, 

Wallace replied, "I don't think it's necessary to put a Negro on the 
ll 

ballot with me to get a large part of the Negro vote." 

Wallace's Florida venture was not without achievement. Prior 

to his visit to Miami only five people had registered under the 

Progressive label. At the end of his visit one-hundred-twenty-two 

persons had registered under the label of the new third party. 

Registration for the Progressive party was slow all across the 

state. This could have been caused in part by the fact that people 
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viewed the chances of success for the Progressive party to be slight. 

Few sought associations with what seemed to be a moot cause. So hope

less seemed the situation that most of Wallace's top advisers conceded 

defeat in their attempt to get on the ballot in November. This would 

have been the case had not the Democratic party been in such shambles 

with the legislature seemingly unable to justify putting Strom 

Thurmond's name on the ballot while omitting the Wallace ticket. 

Under the current laws, the Progressive party needed to register by 

March 20 of five per cent of all registered voters in Florida to 

a-pear on the November ballot. It seemed impossible for the party to 

gain that much widespread support by the deadline. Dade County elec

tion polls showed only four hundred people belonging to the Progressive 

party. 

Nevertheless, the Progressive party continued its relentless 

efforts to overcome the bleak possibility that all its work would be 

lost. Wallace's twin brother John was soon drawn into the political 

sequence. He spoke at Tarpon Springs to a small crowd of three 

hundred citizens and backers in a token gesture to encourage support 

for the Progressive ticket. 

Opposition to the Progressive platform was already great, but 

voter apathy continued to grow. A rally of Wallace supporters to 

protest a militaristic speech delivered on radio by President Truman 

drew more than its share of criticism from angered Florida citizens. 

The protest scheduled for Plant City also received a strong rebuff 

from the Hillsborough County Taxpayers Association. They replied 

to the proposed rally with the following letter. 



Your letter to the Hillsborough County Taxpayers 
Association, suggesting the cooperation of our 
association with your party in registering a pro
test against the action of the government of the 
United States in opposition to the aggressive 
moves of the Russian government, at a meeting 
which you are calling for Tuesday, March 30th, 
received . 

This association does not condemn but cordially 
agrees with and supports the action of the 
government of the United States in the particulars 
referred to and considers any action in ppposi
tion to our government grossly unpatriotic and 
deserving of the most severe condemnation. 

It goes without saying, you cannot use the name 
of the Hillsborough County Taxpayers Association 
in any of your activities. 12 

Dr. E. C. Nance, President of the University of Tampa, was also 

invited to speak at the rally but he rejected the invitation saying 

in a letter: 

My memory of recent history is too vivid to 
allow me to become a member of the Progressive 
Party because I remember that in every country 
which has come under the power of Mr. Stalin 
and his fellow travelers there was a coalition 
party which attempted to eat out of the same 
trough with the Communists ... and invariably 
the day of reckoning came ... when they and every-
one else were controlled by the Communists. 

The university is a non political organization 
and regardless of the fact that some University 
of Tampa students or personnel may attend this 
meeting, it should be understood that they will 
do so as private citizens and not as representa
tives of the uni ver.Si ty. 13 

Nevertheless, the Progressive party persisted in its quest for 
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peace. Because of a number of international events and several verbal 

blunders by Wallace himself, much of the Florida popularity he enjoyed 

early in the year rapidly began to wane as the summer ended and the 

campaign got into full swing. Also contributing to this decline was 



the seeming hopelessness of obtaining a place on the ballot. 

To improve their political position, the Progressive party 

supporters changed the emphasis of their campaigns. Efforts had 

previously been directed towards winning voter support for their 

positions on campaign issues. As the election drew closer, their 

efforts were newly directed to simply gaining a place on the state 

ballot. Their top candidates and backers concentrated on seeking 

authorization of the Florida legislative to appear on the ballot. 

The major problem was not in obtaining a special session of the 

legislature but in having that legislative body put the Progressive 

name on the ballot with a minimum number of obstacles. When the 

special session was called by Governor Caldwell, Progressives were 

given their opportunity to approach the legislature. By the time 

the legislature convened on September 14, the Progressive party 

was busy lining up support. Their vigorous lobbying effort enabled 

them to obtain a place on the ballot. Wallace enjoyed very little 

support among Florida legislators; the majority voted in favor of 

his inclusion on the ballot solely because they felt the Democratic 

system guaranteed him that right. 

The latter part of the Progressive party campaign activities 

were almost completely a localized affair, with only one nationally 

known political figure brought into the state. This was a brief and 

unproductive visit to Jacksonville by Senator Glenn Taylor of Idaho, 

the Progressive's vice presidential candidate. Taylor's speech was 

continually interrupted by shouting and egg-throwing. The start was 

delayed by a constant onslaught of booing which sparked Taylor to 
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remark as he finally began, "I will stay here ootil six o'clock in 
14 
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the morning when my plane leaves if necessary to be heard." Between 

the rocks, the eggs and the heckling, Taylor did not have a chance 

to say much and was finally forced to leave when the loudspeaker 

equipment was abruptly taken off the stage. 

The Taylor visit epitomized the negative feelings of many 

Floridians and emphasized the deteriorating support for Wallace and 

the Progressive party within the state. 
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CONCLUSION 

The 1948 election marked a turning point in Florida party 

politics. While the Republican party was unsuccessful in every 

race, both locally and nationally, the potential for the party to 

become a true alternate to the Democrats was seen by the party 

leadership. Dating from this election, the Democrats have finally 

seen more than token opposition from the Republicans. Thus the 

1948 election served not only to strengthen the Republicans' position 

in Florida, but the entire two-party system as well. 

Year 

1938 

1960 

1972 

REGISTERED VOTERS 

Republican 

35,397 

338,340 

974,999 

Democrat 

593,048 

1,656,023 

2,394,604 

While the two-party political system was gaining strength in Florida, 

third parties have traditionally met defeat and 1948 was no exception. 

The 1948 election produced two third parties: Strom Thurmond's 

Dixiecrats and Henry Wallace's Progressive party. The Dixiecrats, 

for all their effort, did manage to poll 15.6 per cent of the vote; 

this was more than any previous third party. Wallace, however, was 

far behind with only two per cent. Neither party was a factor in the 
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outcome of the balloting; and, as was the case with most third 

parties, they were not strong enough to perpetuate themselves, 

and neither party reappeared on the Florida ballot. 

In the first four-and-a-half decades of the twentieth century, 

Republican opposition was an almost non-existent element in Florida 

politics. Almost halfway through the century, the Republican party 

had never elected a governor, U. S. Senator, or U. S. Congressman; 

the Democrats completely dominated the state legislature and cabinet 

posts. So weak was the GOP that in 1938 they could only claim 5.6 

per cent of the registered voters, and of this 5.6 per cent many were 

blacks, banned from the Democratic party, who registered Republican 
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only as a vehicle to get to the polls. The only notable GOP victory was 

in the national election of 1928 when Herbert Hoover carried the state. 

That was the first time the GOP had carried the state in presidential 

balloting since 1876. 

The GOP was not successful in its 1948 bid in Florida. The 

party elected none of its twenty-two candidates vying for the state 

legislature and lost the one seat held by Alex Akerman since 1947. 

The Republicans also lost the gubernatorial race and failed to carry 

the state for Dewey and Warren in the presidential campaign. 

In a year when Republican aspirations were particularly high, 

the poor showing by GOP candidates was extremely disappointing. 

Aside from the usual public show of confidence, many top GOP leaders 

were inwardly certain of victory for Dewey and Warren, yet Dewey 

received only thirty-three per cent of the vote. This was much lower 

that expected. Even in the gubernatorial race the Republicans were 



stung harder than usual; Fuller Warren pulled 83.4 per cent of the 

vote while GOP candidate Bert Acker received only 16.6 per cent. 

The GOP had also hoped to re-elect Alex Akerman to the 

state legislature and was certain of gaining a few additional 

seats in the legislature from Pinellas County. Here too they were 

thwarted in their efforts as the Democrats made a clean sweep of 

both houses. 

Although the Republicans were thoroughly humiliated in 

the 1948 election, they were to make a remarkable comeback in 

the years to follow. 1948 was the last blanket defeat they were to 

suffer in Florida. Their comeback was perhaps one which culminated 

with the election of Claude Kirk as governor and Edward Gurney as 

United States Senator. Furthermore, in 1952 and 1956 they were able 

to carry the state for Eisenhower. In 1960, they once again carried 

the state in presidential balloting, collected over forty per cent 

of the two party gubernatorial vote, and sent seven representatives 

and one senator to the state legislature. Also by the early 1960s, 

William Cramer and the GOP had gained control of Pinellas County 

politics, while at the same time Edward Gurney was pocketing Orange 

County. Today both counties are staunch Republican strongholds. 

One notable aspect of the Republican turnabout is in the 

presidential balloting. The presidential vote has invariably been 

the strong point in Republican politics in Florida. Furthermore, 

in numerous presidential elections the vote for Republican candidates 

has been higher than the number of registered Republican voters. 

The Republicans have carried the state in every presidential election 
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since 1948 with the exception of 1964, and have increased their 

plurality in every one except 1964, and the close election between 

John Kennedy and Richard Nixon in 1960. Even in the 1964 Democratic 

landslide, Lyndon Johnson received only a slight fifty-one per cent 

majority of the vote. 

PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTING
1 

Year Republican Democrat 

1920 28.8% 58.1% 
1924 28.1% 56.9% 
1928 57.9% 40.4% 
1932 25.1% 74.9% 
1936 23.9% 76.1% 
1940 26.0% 74.0% 
1944 29.7% 70.3% 
1948 33.6% 48.8% 
1952 55.0% 45.0% 
1956 57.3% 42.7% 
1960 51.5% 48.5% 
1964 48.9% 51.1% 
1968 40.5% 30.9% 
1972 72.1% 28.8% 

This upward swing in the Republican vote after 1948 is also 

evidenced in balloting for United States Senator. Along with the 

gubernatorial contest, the senatorial races have been extremely weak 

for the Republicans. It was in the senatorial races prior to 1948 

that Democratic candidates have been unopposed most frequently. 

The increase in the Republican vote in state elections con-

tinued to climb after 1948. The 1950s saw a gradual but steady 

increase in the number of Republican members of the Florida legis-

lature. In 1954 the Republicans elected William Cramer of Pinellas 
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County to the United States Congress. By the middle 1960s, the 

Republicans had increased this number to three. The decade of the 

1950s generally saw the Republicans increase their participation in 

all phases of Florida politics. State races have also been indica-

tive of the growth and improved position achieved by the GOP. In 

the 1948 election, Republicans were not represented in the Florida 

legislature; by 1966 they had sent sixteen members to the Florida 

Senate, forty-two members to the House and elected Claude Kirk governor. 

SENATORIAL BALLOTING2 

Year Republican Democrat 

1920 21.0% 74.3% 
1922 11.7% 88.3% 
1926 12.7% 77.9% 
1928 31.5% 68.5% 
1936 19.1% 80.9% 
1938 17.6% 82.4% 
1944 28.7% 71.3% 
1946 21.4% 78.6% 
1950 21.2% 78.8% 
1958 28.8% 71.2% 
1962 30.0% 70.0% 
1964 36.0% 63.9% 
1968 55.9% 44.1% 
1970 46.1% 53.9% 

(Does not show special elections and unopposed candidates) 

The balloting for governor previous to 1966 had also been a 

weak contest for the Republicans and the election of Claude Kirk was 

the result of a steady rise in the percentage in the Republican 

turnout in the gubernatorial contest. 
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3 
GUBERNATORIAL BALLOTING 

Year Republican Democrat 

1920 17.9% 77.9% 
1924 17.2% 82.8% 
1928 39.0% 61.0% 
1932 33.4% 66.6% 
1936 19.1% 80.9% 
1944 21.1% 78.9% 
1948 16.6% 83.4% 
1952 25 . 2% 74.8% 
1956 26.3% 73.7% 
1960 40 . 2% 59.8% 
1964 41.3% 56.1% 
1966 55.1% 44.9% 
1970 43.1% 56.9% 

(Does not show special elections and unopposed candidates) 

In 1974 the Republicans still find themselves the minority as 

is evidenced by the differentiation in the number of registered voters 

of the respective parties. However, the GOP has come a long way 

since the late nineteenth century when the Democrats began their long 

singular reign of Florida. Much of that progress is a direct result 

of the 1948 election. Today, Republican candidates running for office 

in statewide elections must incur ticket splitting if they are to 

have a chance for victory. But because of the improved parity of the 

two parties it is not the impossible task it once was. 

Today Florida has a more equal two-party system than perhaps 

any other period since achieving statehood. Much of the development 

of this dual party system is directly related to the events stemming 

from the election of 1948. 
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FLORIDA 

1950 POPULATION: 2,771,305. 8 Representatives. 10 Electoral Votes. 67 Counties. 

GOVERNOR: 
Le Roy Collins, Democrat. Elected 1954 to fill out two years of term vacated by the death of Governor 

Dan McCarty. Next election in 1956. 

SENATORS: 
Spessard L. Holland, Democrat. Re-elected 1952 to a six-year term. Previously elected 1946; had been 

been appointed September 1946 to fill out te rm vac ated by the death of Senator Charles 0. 
Andrews. 

George A. Smathers, Democrat. Elected 1950 to a six-year term. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 
1. Willia1n C. Cramer, Republican 5. A. S. Herlong, Democrat 
2. Charles E. Bennett, Democrat 6. Paul G. Rogers, Democrat 
3. Robert L. F. Sikes, Democrat 7. James A. Haley, Democrat 
4. Dante B. Fascell, Democrat 8. D. R. Matthews, Democrat 

In the 6th CD, Mr. Rogers w2.s elected January 11, 1955, to fill out term vacated by the death of his 
father, Dwight L. Rogers, Democrat. 

STATE LEGISLATURE: 
S~nate (38): 37 Democrats, 1 Republican. Fo~-year term; part elected 1954, part 1952. 

House of Representatives (95): 89 Democrats, 6 Republicans. T wo-year term; all elected 1954. 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR GOVERNOR: 

Year 

1954 
195 2 
1948 

Total ~epc:bllca!} 

Vote Vote Candidate V ote 

357,783 69,852 Watson, J. T om 287, 769 
834,5 18 210,009 Swan, Harry S. 624,463 
457, 638 76,153 Acker , Bert Lee 381 ,459 

Democratic Othe r 

Candidate Vote 

C ollins, LeRoy 162 
~ ~c Carty, Dan 46 
Wnrr <! n , Fuller 26 

R e p.-Dem. 

P lma lity 

217,917 D 
414 ,454 D 
305 ,306 D 

Percenta~e 

Total Vote · Major Vote 

Rep. Dem. R e p. Dem . 

19.5% 80 .4 % 19.5% 80.5% 
25.2% 74 .8% 25 .2 % 74.8% 
16.6% 83.4% 16 .6% 83.4% 

The Gove rn or's te rm of office is four years; the 1954 vote was held to choose a successor to fill out two years of term vacated 
by t he death of G0vernor Dan McCarty . Other vote ia .:nc h el ection was sca ttered. 
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FLORIDA 

! 950 POPULATION: 2, 771,305. 8 P.epresentative s. 10 Electoral Votes. 67 Counties. 

GOVERNOR: 
LeRoy Collins, Democrat. Re-elected 1956 to a four-year term. Previously e lected 1954 to fill out two 

years of term vacated by the death of Governor Dan McCarty. 

SENATORS: 
Spessard L. Holland, Democrat. Re-elected 1952 to a six-year term. Previous ly elected 1946; had been 

been appointed September, 1946, to fill out term vacated by the death of Senator Charles 0. 
Andrews. 

George A. Smathers, Democrat. Re-elected 1956 to a six-year term. Previously elected 1950. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 
1. William C. Cramer, Republican 5. A. S. Herlong, Democrat 
2. Charles E. Bennett, Democrat 6. Paul G. Rogers, Democrat 
3. Robert L. F. Sikes, Democrat 7. James A. Haley, Democrat 
4. Dance B. Fascell, Democrat 8. D. R. Matthews, Democrat 

I . 

STATE LEGISLATURE: 
Senate (38): 37 Democrats, 1 Republican. Four-year term; part elected 1956, part 1954. 

House of Representatives (95): 89 Democrats, 6 Republicans. Two-year term; all elected 1956. 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR GOVERNOR: 

Year 

1956 
1954S 
1952 
1948 

Percenta~e 

Total Republican Democratic Other Rep.-Dem. Total Vote Major Vote 

Vote Vote Candidate Vot" Candidate Vote Plurality Rep. De m. Rep. Dem. 

1.0 14.733 266.980 Washburne, W. !\. 747,7~3 Collins, LeRoy 480,773 D 26.3% 73.7% 26.3% 73.7% 
357,783 69,852 Warson, J. Tom 287,769 Collins, LeRoy 162 217,917 D 19.5% 80 .4% 19.5% 80.5% 
834,518 210,009 Swan, Ha!ry S. 624,463 McCarty, Dan 46 414,454 D 25.2% 74.8% 25.2% 74.8% 
457,638 76,153 Acker, Bert Lee 381,459 Warren, Fuller 26 305,306 D 16.6% 83.4% 16.6% 83.4% 

The Governor's term of office is four years; the 1954 vote was held to choose a successor ro fill out two years of term -vacated 
by the death of Governor Dan McCarty. Other vote in each election was sca tt e red. 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR SENATOR: 

Total Republican Democratic 
Year Vote Vote Candidate Vote ---CandidDte 

1956 655,418 655,418 Smathers, George A. 
1952 617,800 616,665 Holland, Spessard L. 
i950 313,487 74,228 Booth, John P. 238,987 Smathers, George A. 
1946 198,640 42,408 Schad, J. Harry 156,232 Holland, Spessard L. 

Other vote in 1952 and 1950 was scatt" red. 

Other Rcp. -Dem. 
V ot e Plurulity 

655 .. 418 D 
1,135 616. 665 D 

272 164,759 D 
113,824 D 

Percentage 
Total Vote Major Vote 

Rep. Dem. :Rep. Dem. 

100.0% 100.0% 
99.8% 100.0% 

23.7% 76. 27. 23.7% 76.3% 
21.3% 78.7% 21.3% 78.7% 
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FLORIDA 

1950 POPULATION: 2,771,305. 8 Representa tives. 10 Electora l Vote s. 67 Counties. 

GOVERNOR: 
LeRoy Collins, De mocrat. Re-elected 1956 to a four-ye ar t erm. Prev iously e lec ted 195.4 to fill out two 

years of term vacated by the death of Governor Dan lvlcCarty. 

SENATORS: 
Spessard L. Holland, Democrat. Re-elected 1958 to a six-year te rm. Previous ly e l ected 1952, 1946; had 

been appointed September, 1946, to fill out term va cate d by the death of Senator Charles 0. 
Andrews. 

George A. Smathers, Democrat. Re-elected 1956 to 'a six-year term. Previously elected 1950. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 
1. William C. Cramer,- Republican 5. A. S. He rlong, Democrat 
2. Charles E. Bennett, Democrat 6. Paul G. Rogers, Democrat 

3. Robert L. F. Sikes, Democrat 7. James A. Haley, Democrat 
4. Dante B. Fascell, Democrat 8. D. R. Matthews, Democrat 

STATE LEGISLATURE: 
Senate (38): 37 Democrats, 1 Republican. Four-year term; part elected 1958, part 1956. 

House of Representatives (95): 92 Democrats, 3 Republicans. T wo-year term; all elected 1958. 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR GOVERNOR: 

Year 

1956 
1954S 
1952 
1948 

Percenta~ 

Total Republican D emocratic Other Rep, -De m. T o ta l Vote 1\fa jor Vote 
Vote Vote Candidate Vote - --C-;;;,didate Vole Plura lity R e p, Dem. Rep. Dem. 

1,014,733 266,980 Washburne, W. A. 747 ,753 Collin s , LeRoy 480,773 D 26.3% 73.7% 26.3% 73.7% 
357,783 69,852 Watson, J. Tom 287,769 Collins, LeRoy 162 217,917 D 19.5% 80.4% 19.5% 80.5% 
834,518 210,009 Swan, Harry S. 624,463 McCarty, Dan 46 414,454 D 25.2 % 74.8% 25.2% 74.8% 
457,638 76,153 Acker, Bert Lee 381,459 Warren, Fuller 26 305,306 D 16.6% 83.4% 16.6% 83.4% 

The Governor's term of office is four years; the 1954 vote was held to choos e a succ ess or to fill out two year s of term vacated by 
the death of Governor Dan McCarty, . 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR SENATOR: 

Percentag e 
Tota l Republican D e mocra tic Other Rep .-Dem, I'oln l Vo te Ma jor Vote 

Y ear Vot e Vo te Candida te Vote Candida t e Vot e Pl ura lity Rep. D e m. R ep. D em. 

1958 542,069 155,956 Hyzer, Lela ad 386,113 Holl a nd , Spessard L. 230,1 57 D 28.8% 71.2% 28.8% 71.2% 
1956 655,418 655,418 Smather s , George A. 655,41 8 D 100.0% 100.0% 
195 2 617,800 616,665 Holland, Spe ssard L. 1, 135 616 ,665 D 99.8% 100.0% 
195 0 313,4 87 74,228 Booth, John P. 238 ,987 Smathers, G~orge A. 272 164,759 D 23 .7% 76.2 % 23 .7% 76.3% 
i 946 198,640 42,408 Schad, J. Ha:ry 156,232 Holla nd, Spe:;sard L. 113,824 D 21. 3% 78.7% 21.3% 78.7% 
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FLORIDA 

1960 POPULATION: 4,951,560. 8 Representatives. 10 Electoral Votes. 67 Counties. 

GOVERNOR: 

Farris Bryant, D emocrat. Elec ted 1960 to a four-y ear term. 

SENATORS: 

Spessard L. Holland, Democrat. R e -elected 1958 to a six-year term. Previously e lected 
1952, 1946; had been appoint e d September, 1946, to fill out term vacated by the d eath 
of Senator Charles 0. Andrews. 

George A. Smathers, Democrat. Re-elect e d 1956 to a six-year term. Previously e l ected 1930. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 
1. William C. Cramer, Republican 
2. Charles E. Benne tt, De mocrat 

5. A. S. Herlong, Democ rat 
6. P a ul G. Rogers-;-ner;:;c;crat 

3. Robert L. F. Sikes, Democrat 7. J arne s A. Haley, Democrat 
4. Dante B. Fascell, Democrat 8. D. R. Matthews, Democrat 

STATE LEGISLATURE: 
Senate (38): 37 Democrats, l Republican. Four-year term; part elected 1960, part 1958. 

House of Representatives (95): 88 Democrats, 7 Republicans. Two-year term; aU elected 1960. 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR GOVERNOR: 

Percentage 
Total Republican Democratic Other Rep.-Dem. Total Vote Major Vote 

Year Vote Vote Candidate Vote Candidate Vote Plurality Rep. Dem. Rep. Dem. ---
1960 1,419,343 569,936 Petersen, George C. 849,407 Bryant, farris 279,471 D 40.2"/o 59 .8o/o 40.2o/o 58.8o/o 
1956 1,014, 733 266,980 Washburne, W. A. 747,753 Collins, LeRoy 480,77 3 D 26.3"/o 73. 7o/o 26.3o/o 73. 7o/o 
1954s 357,783 69.852 Watson, J. Tom 287,769 Colllns, LeRoy 162 217,917 D 19.5"/o 80 ,4o/o 19,5"/o 80.5o/o 
1952 834,518 210,009 Swan, Harry S. 624,463 McCarty, Dan 46 414,454 D 25.2o/o 74. 8o/o 25,2o/o 74.8o/o 
1948 457,638 76,1 53 Acker, Bert Lee 381,459 Warren, Fuller 26 305,306 D 16.6o/o 83 .4o/o 16.6o/o 83.4o/o 

The Governor's term of office ls four years; the 1954 vote was held to choose a successor to fll l out two years of term vacated by the death of 
Governor Dan McCarty. 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR SENATOR: 

Percentage 
Total Republican Democratic Other Rep .- Dem . Total Vote Major Vote 

Year Vote Vote Candidate Vote Candidate Vote Plurality ReP."--oem. Rep . Dem. 

1958 542,069 155, 956 Hyzer, Leland 386,113 Holland, Spessard L. 230,157 D 28 .8o/o 71,2o/o 28 ,8o/o 71.2o/o 
1956 655,418 655.418 Smathcm, George A. 655,418 D 100.0o/o 100.0"/o 
1352 617,800 616,665 Holland, Spessard L. 1, 135 616,665 D 99 ,8o/o 100.0o/o 
1950 313,487 74,228 Booth, John P. 238,987 Smathers, George A. 272 164,759 D 23. 7o/o 76.2°/o 23. 7o/o 76.3°/o 
1946 198 , 640 42,408 Schad, J. Harry 15G, 232 Holland, Spessard L. 113 ,824 D 21.3o/o 78 .7"/o 21 ,3o/o 78 . 7o/o 



FLORIDA 

POPU LATION : 4 ,95 1, 560 . 12 R e presentatives. 14 Electora l Vote s . 67 Counties. 

TERN OR: 

Farris Bryant , De mocrat . Elected 1960 to a four-year term. 

JATORS: 

Spessard L . Holland, D e mocrat. R e - e l ected 1958 to a six-y ea r term. Pr ev iou s ly e l e cte d 
1952, 1946; had been appointed S e ptember, 1946, t o fi ll out t e rm vac a t e d by the d e a th 
of S enato r Charles 0. Andrews. 

George A. Smathers, D emocrat. R e - e l ec t ed 1962 to a six-y e ar term. Prev iously e l ec t e d 

1956, 1950. 

:PRE SENT A TIVE S: 

1. Rob er t L. F. Sikes , D emocra t 7 . James A . Haley, De mocra t 

2. Char l es E. Bennett, D emoc r a t 8 . D. R. M a tthe ws , D e mocrat 

3 . Claude Pepper, Democ rat 9. Don Fuqua, Democrat 

4. Dante B. Fascell, D emoc rat 10 . Sa m M. Gibbo ns , D e mocra t 

5. A. S. Herlong, D e mocra t 11. Edward J. Gurney , Republican 

6. P a ul G. Rogers , D e mo c r a t 12 . William C. Cramer, Republican 

rATE LEGISLATURE: 

Senate (38): 37 Democrats, 1 R e publican . F our-year t erm; part e l ected 1962, pa rt 1960. 

House o f R e pres entat i ves (95): 90 Democ r ats , 5 Republic a ns. Two-year term; all e l ec t e d 1962. 

'OSTW AR VOTE FOR GOVERNOR: 

Percentage 
Total Republican Democratic Other Rep.-Dem . Total Vote Ma jor Vote 

'ear VNe Vote Candida te Vote Candidate Vote Plurality Rep:--Dem. Rep. ------nzm. 

.960 1,419,343 569,936 Petersen, George C. 849,407 Bryant, Farris 279, 471 D 40 .2'\'o 59 .8o/o 40.2'\'o 59.8'\'o 
19 56 1, 014,733 266, 980 Washburne, W. A. 747.753 Collins, LeRoy 480, '/73 D 26.3'\'o 73 . 7o/o 26.3'\'o 73 . 7o/o 
l9 54s 357.783 69,852 Watson, J. Tom 287 . 769 Collins, LeRoy 162 217, 917 D 19.5'\'o 80.4% 19.5'\'o 80. 5'\'o 
195~ 834,518 210.009 Swan, Harry S. 624,463 McCarty , Dan ·· IG 4 14,4 54 D 25. 2"/o 74 ,8'\'o 25.2'\'o 74.8o/o 
1948 457. 638 76,153 Acker, Bert Lee 381,459 Warren, Fuller 26 305,30 6 D 16. 6% 83.4% 16. 6o/> 83.4o/o 

The Governor' s term of office is four years; the 1954 vote was held to choose a succ essor to fill out two years of term vaca ted by the death of 
Governor Dan McCarty. 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR SENATOR: 

Perc entage 
Tota l Republican Democra tic Othe r Rep.-Dem . Total Vote Ma jor Vote 

Y~a r liore Vote ----c;;naida te Vote Candidate Vo te -~rallty Rep. De m. Rep. Dem. ---
! Jt.~ :n~ . ~o7 ~8 1 , :) 8 1 l!upcrt, Em ~rson H. G57, G:J:J Smathers, George A. l ;l:1 376.252 I) 30 .0'/11 70 . 0°io• 31 . . 0"/.· 7o. o•;. 
~ I :; ';; '"' ~ . 06:! 155. ~15G ll y:;:c r, Leland :l8G, Jl: l Jl olland , Spessa rd 1.. ~10 . 157 J) 28 . 8"/• 7 1. 2"/.• 28 .8°/· 71. 2o/• 
l 'l:)r; G0fl,41 8 G55,,11 8 SJn :tth i2 rs, Ge orge A. G55,4 l S D 100.0'7, 100.0'7o 
I 1,) '2 Gli, SOO GI G, CG5 Holland, Spessard L. 1. J 35 li l G,GG5 ll !JG .8"/' lOO.Oo/" 
i •.')f · :1 ~ :1 .~ 8 7 74. ~:28 13ooth , Jchn I' . 2:JS. :JH7 ~ rnathc r !i , George A. ~n 1 G4, 7 5~ 1 IJ 23. 7o/o 76.2°/a 2:J. 7o/a 7 G.:J0J,. 
I '·IG I'.J8 , G1 0 · 1 ~.408 ~chad , J. Harry 1 5G , :.!3~ llol!and , Spessard l.. 113 , 8:!•1 IJ zt. :v;.. 78. 7°io• 2 1, 8°/o 7 8.7"/.· 
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1960 POP ULA TION: 4 , 95 1, 56 0 . 12 Repr e s e nt a t ives . 14 E l ec t oral Votes. 67 C ounti e s. 

GOVERNOR: 

H a ydon Bu r ns (D). Ele c ted 1964 to a two-year te r m . 

SENATORS: 

Spessard L. H olla n d (D). Re -elected 1964 to a s ix - year t erm . Pr evious l y elec t e d 195 8, 1952, 
1946; had b een appoint e d September, 1946 , to fill out term vac a t e d by the dea th of S e nator 
Cha rl e s 0. Andr ew s. 

G eor g e A. Sma ther s (D). Re- e lecte d 1962 to a s ix - year t e r m . Pr eviously e l ec t e d 1956, 1950. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

l. R ob e rt L. F. Sike s (D) 7. J a m es A. Hal ey (D) 
2. Cha rle s E . B e nnett (D) 8. D. R. M a tthew s (D) 
3 . C laude P e pper (D) 9 . D on Fuqua (D) 
4 . D a nte B . F a scell (D) 10. Sam M. Gib b on s (D) 
5. A. S. H e rlong (D) 11. Edward J. Gurney (R) 
6. P a ul G. Rog ers (D) 12. Willi a m C . Cramer (R) 

STATE LEGISLATURE: 

Senat e (44 ): 4 2 D emocrat s , 2 R e publicans. 

H ou s e of R ep r e senta tiv es ( 112): 102 D e m ocra t s , 10 R e publi cans. 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR GOVERNOR: 

Perce nta~ 
Tota l Republican Democ ra tic Other Rep. - Dem. Tota l Vote Ma jor Vote 

Yea r Vote Vote Cand ida te Vote Ca ndida te Vote Plura lity Re-p.--Dem. Re p. Dem. 

1964s 1,663,481 686,297 Holley, Cha rles R. 933,554 Burns, Haydon 43 ,630 247, 257 D 41. 3'/o 56.1o/o 42.4 ·'/o 57 .6o/o 
1960 1,41 9,343 569,936 Pe te rsen, George C. 849,407 Brya nt, Farris 279,471 D 40. 2o/o 59.8o/o 40.2'7• 59.8o/o 
1956 1, 014,733 266, 980 Washburne, W. A. 747,753 Co ll ins, Le Roy 480,773 D 26 .3°/o 73.7o/o 26.3o/o 73. 7o/o 
1954s 357, 783 69, 852 \va tson, J. Tom 287,769 Coll ins, LeRoy 162 217, 917 D 19.5o/o 80.4o/o 19.5o/o 80. 5°/o 
1952 834,51 8 210,009 Swan, Harry S. 624,463 McCa rty, Dan 46 414,454 D 25. 2o/o 74. 8o/o 25.2°/o 74.8o/o 
1948 457, 638 76, 153 Acker, Bert Lee 381,459 \Varren, Fuller 26 305, 306 D 16.6o/o 83 .4o/o 16 .6o/P 83.4o/• 

The Gove rnor' s term of office is four yea rs; the 1954 vote .,.,·as he ld to choose a successor to fill ou t tl,•o yea rs of te rm vaca ted by the death of 
Governor Dan McCa rty . The 1964 vo te wa s for a two- year term to permi t shifting the ·;ote for Gove rnor to non- Presidentia l years. 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR SENATOR: 

Pe rc .,ntage 
Total Republic~ Democra t ic Othe r Rep .- De m. Tota l Vote Ma jor Vote 

Year Vote Vote Candida te Vote Candidate Vote Plurali ty Rep. Dem . Re p. De m. ------------
1964 1,560,33 7 562, 212 K;rk , Claude R. 997, 585 Holla tld, Spessard L. 540 435,37 :l D 36 .0% 63 . 9o/o 36 .0o/o 64 . 0~1o 
1902 938 .207 281.38 1 Rupert , Emersor. H. 657 , 633 Sma th c_ rs, George A. 193 376,252 D 30 .0o/o 70 .0o/o 30 Oo/o 70.0°/o 
1958 542,069 155,856 Hy zer, Lela nd 386, 113 Holland , Spessa rd L. 230, 157 lJ 28.8<1/o 7 l. 2"io 28 .8o/o 7 L 2o/o 
1956 655,418 555, 418 Sma thers, George A. 655,418 D lOO .Oo/o l OO.Oo/• 
19.)2 617 , 800 616, 66b Holland, Spessa rd L. 1,135 61G, li65 D 99 . 8o/o 100.0o/o 
1950 313,487 74, 228 Booth, J OJi!1 P. 238,987 Sma the rs, George A. 272 161 ,750 D 23 .1'0io 7G .2o/o 23 . 7°/o 76.3o/o 
1 ~l46 198, G4 0 42,408 Scha d, J. Ha rry ] 56,232 Holland, Sp?.ssa rd L. l1J , 824 D 2l.<:o/o 78. 7°/o 21.3o/o 78.7°/o 
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FLORIDA 

1900 POPULATION : 4,951,560. 12 Representatives. 14 Electoral Votes. 67 Counties. 

GOVERNOR 
Claude R. Kirk (R). Elected 1966 to a four-year term. 

SENATORS 
Edward J. Gurney (R). Elected 1968 to a six-year term. 

Spessard L. Holland (D). Re-elected 1964 to a six-year term. Previously elected 1958, 1952, 1946; had been appointed 
September, 1946, to fill out term vacated by the death of Senator Charles 0 . Andrews. 

REPRESENTATIVES 
I. Robert L. F. Sikes (D) 
2. Don Fuqua (D) 
3. Charles E. Bennett (D) 
4. William V. Chappell (D) 
5. Louis Frey (R) 
6. Sam M. Gibbons (D) 

STATE LEGISLATURE 
Senate ( 48): 32 Democrats, 16 Republicans. 

7. 
8. 
9, 

10. 
11. 
12. 

James A. Hal ey (D) 
William C. Cramer (R) 
Paul G. Rogers (D) 
J. Herbert Burke (R) 
Claude Pepper (D) 
Dante B. Fascell (D) 

House of Representatives ( 119): 77 Democrats, 42 Republicans. 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR GOVERNOR 

Percentage 
Total Republican Democratic Other Rep.-Dem. Total Vote Major Vote 

Year Vote Vote Candidate Vote Candidate Vote Plurality Rep. Dem. Rep. 

1966 1,489,661 821,190 Kirk, Claude R. 668,233 High, Robert King 238 152,957 R 55 .1% 44.9% 55.1 % 
l964s 1,663,481 686,297 Holley, Charles R. 933,554 Burns, Haydon 43,630 247,257 D 41.3% 56.1 So 42.4% 
1960 
1956 
1954s 
1952 
1948 

1,419.343 569,936 Petersen , George C. 849,407 Bryant, Farris 279,471 D 40.2% 59.8% 40.2% 
1,014,733 266,980 Washburne, W. A. 747,753 Collins, LeRoy 480,773 D 26.3% 73.7 '%. 26.3% 

357,783 69,852 Watson, J. Tom 287,769 Collins, LeRoy 162 217,917 D 19.5% 80.4% 19.5% 
834,518 210,009 Swan, Harry S. 624,463 McCarty, Dan 46 414,454 D 25.2% 74.8% 25.2% 
457,638 76,153 Acker, Bert Lee 381,459 Warren, Fuller 26 305,306 D 16.6% 83.4% 16.6% 

The Governor's term of office is four years; the 1954 vote was held to choose a successor to fill out two years of term vacated by the 
death of Governor Dan McCarty. The 1964 vote was for a two-year tern1 to permit shifting the vote for Governor to 
non-Presidential years. 

POSTWAR VOTE FOR SENATOR 
Percentage 

Dem. 

44.9% 
57.6% 
59.8% 
73.7% 
80.5% 
74.8% 
83.4% 

Total Republican Democratic Other Rep.-Dem. Total Vote Major Vote 
Year Vote Vote Candidate Vote -Candidate Vote Plurality Rep. Dem. Rep. Dem. 

1968 2,024,136 1,131 ,499 Gurney, Edward J. 892,637 Collins, LeRoy 238 ,862 R 55.9% 44.1 % 55 .9% 44.1% 
1964 1,560,337 562,2 I 2 Kirk, Claude R. 997,535 Holland, Spessard L. 540 435,373 D 36.0% 63.9% 36.0% 64.0% 
1962 939,207 281,381 Rupert , Emerson H. 657,633 Smathers, George A. 193 376,252 D 30.0% 70.0% 30.0% 70.0% 
1958 542 ,069 I 55,956 Hyzer, Leland 386,113 Holland, Spessard L. 230,157 D 28.8% 71.2% 28.8% 71.2% 
! ~ 56 655,418 655,418 Smathers, George A. 655,418 D 100.0% 100.0% 
195 2 617,800 616,665 Holland, Spessard L. 1,135 616,665 D 99.8% 100.0% 
1950 3 I 3,487 74,228 Booth, John P. 238,987 Smathers, George A. 272 164,759 D 23.7% 76.2% 23.7% 76.3% 
1946 198,640 42,408 Schad, J. Harry 156,232 Holland, Spessard L. 113,824 D 21.3% 78.7% 21.3% 78.7% 
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GENERAL ELECTION 

rnor Other vote was write-in for Louis R. Beller. 

tor Other vote was wriie-in for Jim Fair. 

:ress Under present legislation, votes are not tallied in the unopposed elections, so no total vote or candidate vote is 
available for unopposed Congressional elections. 

I PRIMARIES 

rEMBER 8 REPUBLICAN 

~rnor 172,888 Claude R. Kirk; 137,731 Jack M. Eckerd; 48,378 L. A. Bafalis. 

ttor 220,553 William C. Cramer; 121,281 Harold Carswell; I 0,94 7 George Balmer. 

gress Unopposed in five CD's . No candidates in CD's 2, 3 and 11. Contested as follows: 

:D 4 13,152 Leonard V. Wood; 9,739 William V. Fowler. 
:D 7 18,863 Joe Z. Lovingood; 17,174 Harry Blair. 
:D 8 57.587 C. W. Young; 12,336 Don H. Stafford; 5,010 Robert Mick. 
:D 10 24,144 J . Herbert Burke; 15,091 Edward J. Stack. 

'TEMBER 8 DEMOCRATIC 

rernor 

1ator 

.1gress 

CD I 
CD 5 
CD10 
CD II 

227,413 Earl Faircloth; 206,333 Reub in Askew; 186,053 John E. Mathews; 139,384 Chuck Hall. 

240,222 Farris Bryant; 188,300 Lawton Chlles; 175,745 Fred Schultz; 91,948 AI Hastings; 33,939 Joel T. Daves. 

Unopposed in eight CD's. Contested as follows: 

66,182 Robert L. F. Sikes; 19,355 Bill Davis. 
19,133 Roy Girod; 16,712 WilliamS. Mullon. 
19,729 James J. Ward; 16,786 Lewis Ress. 
39,673 Claude Pepper ; 7,152 Kenneth F. Collier. 

PTEMBER 29 REPUBLICAN RUN-OFF 

>vern or 199,943 Claude R Kirk; 152,327 Jack M. Eckerd. 

~PTEMBER 29 DEMOCRATIC RUN-OFF 

)Vernor 447 ,025 Reubin Askew; 328,038 Earl Faircloth. 

:nator 474 ,420 Lawton Chiles; 247,211 Farris Bryant. 



Source for preceding group of charts: Richard M. Scammon, ed., 

America Votes (Washington: Congressional Quarterly, 1970). 
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