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This study was undertaken to determine the effects
historical perception of resources and resistances
(hazards) have on the development of a site.

Percep-

tion was determined from the reactions each group of
settlers had to this environment.

It was determined

that perception played a major role in the development
of the particular site under consideration in this
study.

Anastasia Island, Florida (the study area) is

located across the Intracoastal Waterway from St.
Augustine, Florida.

A complete history of Anastasia

Island is included in the study from pre-Spanish times
to the present.

Several maps are also included which

trace the development of Anastasia Island over the past
400 years.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
One of the traditional areas of geographic inquiry has been man-environment relationships.

In recent

years geographers have expanded their research efforts
in this area to include environmental perception and
behavioral response.

The area of perception which

geographers find particularly interesting consists of
(1) how mants culture and experience affect his perception, (2) how this perception affects his behavior, and

(3) ''in the effects which differing perceptions can have
on appearance of the landscape." (Wood, 1970, p. 138).
This study explores these three aspects of environmental
perception and behavior in the context of a case study
of Anastasia Island, St. Johns County, Florida.
Environmental perception will be viewed in a historical context.

Changes in perception and resource

utilization over an extensive period of time are examined
in order to explain why a particular area developed at
a particular pace, in a particular way.

This thesis

reconstructs the sequent occupance of the area focusing
upon both the natural attributes, which were perceived
as resources and therefore attracted development, and
1
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upon those attributes which were perceived as natural
hazards and thus hindered or prevented development.
Man's changing attitudes toward his environment, together with his objectives and his technical abilities,
are also determining agents in his behavioral response
toward that environment.
Definition of Terms
Several terms have been mentioned which need
clarification.

These terms are 1) environmental per-

ception, 2) natural resources, 3) natural hazards, and

4) sequent occupance.
Many authors assume that the concept of environmental perception is understood as they do not bother to
define or explain it. Perception is defined by the Random
House Dictionary of the English Language (Urdang, 1968,
p. 985) as the act or faculty of apprehending by means
of the senses or the mind the aggregate of surrounding
things, conditions, and influences.

Geographers con-

cerned with resource perception too often take a somewhat restricted view, limiting consideration to the socalled 'natural' or 'physical' environment, which contains such categories of physical geography as landforms,
vegetation, soils, water features, and climatic elements.
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Natural resources are not absolutes but are defined
within the individual's culture.

Zimmerman states that

"resources result from an interaction between (1) man (a)
searching for means to attain given ends and (b) possessed
of the capacity to take advantage of opportunities or to
extricate himself from difficulties, and (2) something
outside of man which for the time being will be called
nature." (Zimmerman, 1951, p. 8).

White, on the other

hand, states that resources are defined by culture and are
those aspects of the environment suited to some human
use. (White, 1961, p. 26).

We can call natural resources,

therefore, elements of the physical environment which man
considers useful.

It is important to note that they do

not exist in nature, but become in the mind of man.
The opposite of a natural resource is a natural
hazard.

Zimmerman refers to them, in his discussion of

natural resources, as natural resistances. (Zimmerman,
1951, p. 8).

Burton and Kates state in "The Perception of

Natural Hazards in Resource Management" that when man seeks
to exploit that which he

perce~ves

as useful in nature he

is challanged by the vagaries of natural hazards.

Their

definition of natural hazards, therefore, is "those elements in the physical environment, harmful to man and
caused by forces extraneous to him." (Burton and Kates,
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1964, p. 413). These natural hazards and resistances will
also include those factors in the environment which hinder
development but are not usually thought of as hazards.
Natural hazards, it seems, belong in the same category
as natural resources in that their existence is conditional
to their becoming in the mind of man.
Lastly, the term sequent occupance is defined simply as the successive stages in the settlement of a place
by different groups at different periods in time.

In

this study the primary interest is in the effects of
each of the successive groups of settlers on the landscape and in the effects a particular perception of the
landscape had on man.

We are also interested in how man

with his changing attitudes, objectives, and technical
abilities was able to take advantage of the opportunities
presented to him by the environment.
Area of Study
The area chosen for this study is Anastasia Island
which lies off the east coast of St. Johns County,
Florida. (See Map 1). This Island is separated from the
mainland by the quarter mile wide Matanzas River, which
is actually a tidal lagoon.

The Matanzas River forms

part of the Intracoastal Waterway. (See Map 2).
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Anastasia Island is one of the many barrier
islands which line the east coast of the United States.
The Island is fourteen miles long and two miles wide
at its widest point, which is located at its northern
end.

It is composed of a series of parallel coquina

(shell rock) ridges, which rise ten to twenty feet above
sea level.

Between the ridges a marshy swale or low-

land has formed. (Cooke, 1939, pp. 63-64).

The major

types of vegetation on the Island are sea oats, palmetto palms, oaks, magnolias, and Scuppernong grapes.
On the marshy west coast of the Island one finds
marsh plants and, on the higher ground, pines and
cedars.
The east side of the Island is the higher side,
consisting mostly of sand dunes and the coquina ridges.
The west side, as mentioned above, is the lower side
and is embodied in a salt marsh.

The Island has no

fresh surface water, but ground water is available.
Across the Matanzas River from Anastasia Island
lies the city of St. Augustine.

This city is the oldest

continuously settled city in the United States and the
largest urban area in St. Johns County, Florida.

The

city was established by the Spanish in 1565 and gradu-
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ally spread its boundaries westward from the waterfront
into the marsh beyond the San Sebastian River.

Although

Anastasia Island is the highest ground in the county,
it was largely ignored until the late 1880's and the
rapid urbanization of the Island, which is now in progress, did not begin until the 1960's.

It seems

curious that Anastasia Island, lying adjacent to St.
Augustine and being the more favorable site in
regard to elevation, did not become developed at an
earlier date.

This thesis traces the changes in per-

ception of the Island's resources and resistances
in order to better understand and thus explain the
way in which Anastasia Island developed.
Other Related Studies
Several geographers in recent years have become
interested in the problem of perception.

Geographers

have focused on the effects of perception on man's
behavior in a given space.

N. R. Stewart, in a his-

torical geographical study, began with those elements
he found in the contemporary landscape and attempted
to trace them back to particular groups or cultures.
He found that some of the landscape anomalies in Paraguay could be traced to the cultural perception of the
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Japanese and Mennonite groups which had immigrated to
Paraguay. (Stewart, 1965, pp. 26-28).
Yi-Fu Tuan, on the other hand, studied the
effect cultural attitudes toward nature had on a particular landscape.

He compared the effects of the

Chinese religion on the landscape with the effects of
Christianity.

Tuan found that the Chinese religion

depicts man as part of nature while Christianity depicts
the world as made for man's exploitation and this attitude explains the differences in the respective landscapes. (Tuan, 1968, pp. 176-191).

W. Firey paralleled

Tuan in one of his studies on perception when he found
that sentiment and symbolism have a significant
influence in preserving certain types of land use.
(Firey, 1961, pp. 253-261).
In the area of hazard perception, G. F. White,
R. W. Kates, I. Burton, and T. F. Saarinen have all
come to the same basic conclusion:
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that past experience

and frequency of occurrence lead to greater perception
and that heightened perception occurs where resource
use is directly linked to the hazard." (Wood, 1970,
p. 136).

Most hazard research is concerned with the

cost of damage and disruption that is caused by hazards
and the contributions geographers can make to the study
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of human response to weather and climate. (Wood, 1970,
p. 133).

Perception studies have also been done in

the areas of recreation, the urban environment, space
preference, and interaction and movement.
There are certain implicit problems in perception studies that arise from the fact that they
are concerned with attitudes, opinions, and impressions
which are products of the mind and, therefore, extremely
difficult to measure.

For this reason, L. J. Wood

states with regard to these studies that:
there is no accepted theoretical
base to perception studies in
geography. These studies are
still of an exploratory nature.
There exists a mass of ideas,
yet the exposition of general
principles for the scientific
treatment of perception in
geography seems distant. (Wood,
1970, p. 136).
Most of the studies discussed above seek to explain how man views his environment but seldom use the
information on perception to answer questions about
man's behavior.

This thesis proposes to trace the land

use changes which have occurred on Anastasia Island in
the last 400 years and relate these changes to man's
perception of environment in order to explain why the
landscape developed when and how it did.

CHAPTER II
ANASTASIA ISLAND BEFORE AND DURING
THE FIRST SPANISH PERIOD 1565-1763
Introduction
St. Augustine was settled in 1565 by Pedro Menendez
de Aviles.

A soldier by profession, he settled St.

Augustine because the site offered excellent possibilities
for defense and at the time he was in need of protection
from the French.

St. Augustine remained a garrison

town throughout this period.
During this period coquina, a shell rock used for
building purposes, was discovered by the Spanish on
Anastasia Island.

This stone was used in the construction

of the Castillo de San Marco (the fort at St. Augustine)
as well as other public buildings.

Anastasia Island was

also the site of the watchtower, a part of the Spanish
coastal defense system.
Toward the end of the first Spanish period, Jesse
Fish arrived in St. Augustine.

He was to play a significant

role in the history of this area for the next sixty years.
Fish brought the first agriculture to Anastasia Island.
The Indian Period
Historical records and archaeological evidence show
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that the Timucua family of Indians were probably the first
to inhabit the North Florida region.

Theri territory

extended from the present Georgia-Florida line, south
to a line stretching from Cape Canaveral to Tampa Bay.
This territory was bordered on the east by the Atlantic
Ocean and on the west by the Apalachee Indian country.
The Timucua family contained five distinct groups:

the

Saturiwa, whose territory included the area lying between
the Georgia-Florida line and St. Augustine and the St.
Johns River and the Atlantic Ocean; the Utima or Timucua
proper, who occupied the east coast area from St. Augustine
to Cape Canaveral; the Potano, who claimed the Alachua
Plains; and the Onatheaque in the north, and the Hostaqua
in the south, who claimed the area lying between the
Alachua Plains and the Apalachee country.

By the advent

of the first Spanish settlement, the Onatheaque and
the Saturiwa groups had all but disappeared. (Erhmann,
1941, pp. 168-169).
The Timucua Indians were a very loose confederation of tribes.

Within each major group or tribe were
'

several smaller tribes, forming a village.

Each village

was independent of the others and possessed its own chief.
(Ehrmann, 1941, pp. 171-172). The village of the Timucua
Chief, Seloy, of the Utima tribe, was one of these villages.
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His village was located on Hospital Creek, one of the
estuaries that empties into the Matanzas River at St.
Augustine Inlet.

The fresh water supply in the inlet

is confined to aquifers with the exception of this particular creek.

Here the water flows above ground in the

form of a spring, thus making the water readily available.
There is no evidence that the Indians ever inhabitated or
had any desire to inhabit Anastasia Island (Chatelain,
1941, p. 41).
The Timucua Indians were basically agricultural
and corn served as their major crop.

They cultivated

two crops a year, during the spring and summer.

In the

winter they abandoned their cropland and roamed the land,
subsisting entirely on game, seafood, berries, nuts, and
herbs.

Every year the Indians dried fish over fires and

stored this food along with the corn to provide food while
they planted the crops for the next year. (Erhmann, 1941,
pp. 174-75).

The Indians made several trips during the

winter and spring to Anastasia Island to collect shellfish,
turtles, and the sea grapes (probably the Scuppernong
variety, which is indigenous to the southern United States),
which were available there. (Chatelain, 1941, p. 41).

At

the arrival of Menendez in 1565, Seloy's village was the
only inhabited site in this particular area.
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The Arrival of the Spanish and the Fir·s t
Attempts at Settlement
In 1565, King Philip II of Spain received word
that the French Huguenots were making a concerted effort
to settle Spanish Florida and therefore force Spain to
forfeit her claim to that territory.

Florida, being

strategically located with respect to the Bahama Channel,
was important to the defense of Spain's gold fleets.

In

addition, the French Huguenots were Protestant and therefore heretics in the eyes of Catholic Spain.
Pedro Menendez de Aviles, a nobleman and trusted
soldier of the King, was created Adelantado (governor)
of Florida.

He was sent to Florida by the King to accom-

plish two things:

1) to rid the territory of the French

colonists, and 2) to establish a colony from which the
Bahama Channel could be defended and the Catholic religion
spread to the Indians.
When Menendez entered the inlet at St. Augustine,
he was in frantic search for a defensible location since he
expected to be attacked at any moment by Jean Ribaut and
the French.

Menendez was welcomed by Seloy and the

Spaniard ordered his men to fortify the chief's "great
house" (the council or meeting house) while the Spanish
awaited the arrival of the French.
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The French fleet arrived but was wrecked on the
coast south of the inlet by a storm.

Menendez, in the

meantime, had marched north and captured the French
Fort Caroline and returned to St. Augustine.
Jean Ribaut and his men were slaughtered by the
Spanish at Matanzas Inlet on the southern tip of Anastasia
Island.

It was for this deed that the inlet was named,

for matanzas is Spanish for slaughter.

Menendez proclaimed

that he performed this deed in the name of the Holy Catholic Church, sparing only the Catholic members of Ribaut's
crew.
Menendez was searching for a defensible position on
the Florida coast and the St. Augustine Inlet offered
several defensive advantages.

The harbor entrance was

guarded by a sandbar that made entry difficult even at
high tide and impractical, if not impossible, at low tide.
The only other entrance to this place was at Matanzas Inlet,
some eighteen miles south.

This inlet was not only shallow

but the channel here shifted at almost every tide.

The

region around St. Augustine itself is marshy and extends
well beyond the San Sebastian River to the west.

These

features made the site of St. Augustine relatively
inaccessible by land or sea. (Chatelain, 1941, pp. 41-42).
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When Menendez chose the site of Seley's village
for his first fort,

~efense

was his prime consideration

but a supply of fresh water at the site was undoubtedly a
secondary factor in the decision.

"Until he [Menendez]

had found the opportunity to dig wells, it seems logical
to suppose that he would have chosen a position where
there was an adequate natural supply." (Chatelain, 1941,
p. 41).

These conditions were fulfilled at Seley's

village.
Unfortunately, within eight months of the building
of the first fort at St. Augustine, relations with the
Indians began to deteriorate.

At this point, Menendez

found it necessary to move his settlement from the site
at the Indian village.

Menendez felt it best to place

the Matanzas River between him and the Indians and so
he had his second fort built on the north end of Anastasia
Island.

The fort was completed and wells were dug to

provide water for the colonists. (Chatelain, 1941, p. 42).
The second fort was triangular in shape, with a
moat protecting the wooden walls.

There was a central

platform upon which the cannon rested called a caballero,
which was later moved to the third fort.

The settlers

and soldiers were housed in wooden huts which were situated
within the palisaded enclosure.
in May of 1566.

The second fort was built

In July of the same year, however, it
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became necessary for the Spanish to build a third fort.
The land beneath the second fort had eroded away to such
a degree in this period of time that the fort was in danger of collapsing into the sea.

This was probably due

to the moat which they placed around the fort, thus
making it easier for the sea to invade the coastline at
this point.

The construction of the fort so near the

water, making it highly susceptible to erosion, was another
factor in the destruction of the second fort.

This is the

first mention in the records of the erosion problem that
is still observable on the Island today. (Chatelain, 1941,
p.

43).
During this same period, Philip II of Spain had

been issuing guidelines which "made provision for the
proper selection of sites and for the laying out of new
towns in Spanish America." (Chatelain, 1943, p. 221).

As

a result of the guidelines for defense issued by the
King, St. Augustine was moved from Anastasia Island to
its present site on the mainland in 1567.

These guide-

lines resulted, eventually, in the cedula of 1573, which
not only determined the site and location of towns but
also the street pattern and zoning within each town.
(Chatelain, 1943, pp. 221-222).

Within the first two

years of the appearance of Menendez, the site of St.
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Augustine had changed four times, each time for a different reason.
The St. Augustine

A~ea

in 1565

One may only speculate as to the actual appearance of the area in 1565 when the Spanish arrived.

There

are no available maps dating back to that period and very
little description of the landscape by the members of the
original settlement group.
The Boazio map of Drake's attack on St. Augustine
in 1586 is the first available early map. (Chatelain,
1941, map 2).

In this map, Boazio depicts the inlet

as flanked on either side by wide rectangular shaped
blocks of land.

Behind these blocks of land is a river

which empties from both sides into the inlet.

The river

has little streams spilling into it from the mainland
beyond.

On this mainland rests the city and fort of St.

Augustine.

The southern block of land in this map is

Santa Anastatio Island. (See Map 3).

It is uncertain

as to the exact date at which the Island was named but it
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was at sometime during the. first Spanish period. 1 (Romans,
1775, p. 265).
Anastasia Island is composed of a series of parallel
coquina ridges, ten to twenty feet in height, with marshy
areas between each parallel.

The Matanzas River which

separates the Island from the mainland is actually a tidal
lagoon and therefore salt rather than fresh water.

The

marshes, which were plentiful in Spanish times, are very
productive fish and shellfish habitats and excellent
breeding grounds for the Island's mosquitoes. (Cooke, 1939,
pp. 63-64).
The coastline in the area is highly unstable and
very changeable.

Until very recently, the harbor entrance

was guarded by sand bars which made passage into the Port
of St. Augustine difficult at high tide and impossible at
1 The Island's name has undergone several changes
in the 407 years since the founding of St. Augustine in
1565. The first name applied to it, as mentioned above,
was Santa Anastatio after the Spanish saint. In the
late 1700's the island was referred to as Fish's Island
after the owner at that~ime, Jesse Fish. In the early
1800's, at the beginning of the American years, the name
Santa Anastatio was corrupted into Santa Anastasia. In
the 1900's the Santa was dropped from this name and the
Island became Anastasia Island, the place name it wears
today. A small part which was the original homestead
of Jesse Fish still retains the name Fish's Island, today
called Fisher's Island.
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low tide.

The inlet was never deeper than fifteen feet at

high tide which limited the size of the vessel that could
safely cross the bar. (Siebert, 1946, pp. 254-55).

At

the time the Spanish chose this particular inlet, the bars
at the entrance were an advantage because they made
entrance into the harbor slow and difficult.

Later the

same bars proved to be a great disadvantage to the growth
and development of the Port of St. Augustine for reasons
that will be discussed later.
The Watchtower and the

Discov~ry

of Coquina
The Watchtower
In 1567, when Menendez had moved the St. Augustine
settlement from Anastasia Island, he constructed a lookout
on the Island for the purpose of signaling the town when
a vessel approached the harbor.

This lookout was made

.. necessary due to the fact that the harbor entrance could
not be viewed from the new fort's position on the mainland.
(Romans, 1775, pp. 264-65).
The first watchtower was constructed of wood.

This

structure not only made it possible for the Spanish to
see the vessels entering the harbor, but made the Spanish
visible to any ships passing up the coast.

Sir Francis

22

Drake spotted the tower in 1586 while passing the coast
and he proceeded intu the harbor to sack and burn the
town.

It is puzzling to note that Drake seemed to have

very little difficulty in entering the harbor, but one
may only conclude that he reached St. Augustine at a time
when the channel conditions were favorable for an easy
entrance.

These conditions, evidently, did not occur

with great regularity.

This was the first attack made

on the Spanish position since the French attack in 1565.
The men stationed at the tower returned to the town when
they first sighted Drake's ships. (Record Company, 1907,
p. 64).

Wood rot and other destructive natural agents

in the environment, destroying wooden structures with
regularity, made it necessary to construct several other
wooden structures in the years that followed.

This fact

established the need for a lasting building material at
this site.
In 1693 a coquina structure, which was built
originally as a chapel according to Antonio de Arredondo
was transformed into the new watch tower.
In the center of that island there
used to be a chapel with its tower
built, which however, had never been
consecrated, built of the same kind
of stone which the Governor has
transformed into a guard house and
as a lookout for which purpose he has
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had th~ tower elevated from whi~h
vessels coming to the port or passing
by are signalled. (Arredondo, 1737,
pp. l-2).
Arredondo reports that the chapel was never used by the
Church and the Governor, therefore, being a practical
man transformed it into a watchtower, probably after the
previous one fell into disrepair.

It is known that the

elevating of the tower took place in 1693, because
the Governor spent six thousand pesos, appropriated by
the Council of the Indies, to build a stone watchtower.
(Arredondo, 1737, pp. l-2).
The tower was enclosed within a stone wall.

The

wall contained holes which were used for viewing or shooting.

Within the walls were huts used as living quarters

by the soldiers and a chapel for religious purposes.

The

watchtower not only served as a lookout but it also served
as a rescue station.

Boats would be sent out from the

tower to rescue cargo and passengers from storm-wrecked
or damaged ships. (Stimmel, 1954, p. 62).
In 1740, James Oglethorpe, the British governor
of Georgia, and his men landed south of the lookout on
Anastasia Island.

They proceeded to capture the lookout

but as before the Spaniards stationed there had long
since retired to the town.

Oglethorpe continued up the

coast of the island where he built batteries from which to
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attack the town.

He lay seige to the town for two weeks

after which time he gave up because his cannons seemed
to do no damage to the walls of

th~ ~~quina

fort.

Coquina
Coquina, the Spanish word for shell rock, was
discovered by the Spanish on Anastasia Island no later
than 1580.

They did not, however, build their first

building of this stone until 1600.

This building was a

powder magazine for one of the wooden forts. (Manucy, 1962,
p.

67) .
In 1671, the Spanish opened the quarries on Anas-

tasia Island for the purpose of quarrying stone to build
the Castillo de San Marco, the fort at St. Augustine. The
watchtower was also built from stone quarried from these
pits. (Manucy, 1962, p. 20),

By 1763 all of the important

public buildings, as well as many private ones, had walls
of coquina. (Chatelain, 1941, pp. 30-31).
The vein of coquina rock extends from the north
end of Anastasia Island south to a point a short distance
beyond Flagler Beach.

The rock occurs in deposits just

beneath the surface and occasionally outcrops, as it
does on Anastasia Island.
Coquina is formed from small shells
naturally cemented together and is
quarried like other stone. Until
quarried it remains very soft and
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porous, with the color of bright
yellow sand, and can be sawed into
blocks of any size and shape desired.
After b~ing exposed to the air,
however, this rock gradually turns
dark gray and acquires a very durable
quality. Because of its great weight,
it could not be transported far in
colonial times, and thus it never was
used extensively by the Spanish in
other parts of Florida, in the construction, for instance, of the mission
stations. (Chatelain, 1941, pp. 30-31)
The Indians were the first to discover coquina of
course, but they lacked the technical skills to use it
and there is no evidence that they used the

~oquina

at all.

The Spanish, on the other hand, possessed the technical
know-how to cut the stone, but lacked the desire or
ability to transport the stone once cut, until a stone
fort became a necessity. (Powell, 1971, p. Fl).
The first quarry was reported to have been opened
about a mile from the northern end of the Island.

This

location is not more than three miles from the fort, most
of this over water.

The necessity of building a stone

fort, as mentioned above, forced the Spanish to find a
way to transport the stone over the three mile distance.
The Spanish solved the problem of transporting the stone
by employing oxcarts from the quarry to the water.

Then

they transferred the stone to barges, which took it to
the mainland, where it was transferred again to oxcarts
for the journey to the building site.

This was the
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method used for the next one hundred and fifty years.
(Powell, 1971, p. Fl).

After 1763 d6quina ceaBed to be

exploited in large quantities.

This may have been due

to the difficulty in transporting or cutting the stone,
for the cutting process becomes more difficult the longer
the stone is exposed to the atmosphere. (Powell, 1971, p. F3).
Jesse Fish
Jesse Fish and his family arrived in the American
colonies from England before 1730.

He was subsequently

employed by the New York trading company of William
Walton.

In 1731 Fish was sent to St. Augustine as a

representative of the William Walton Exporting Company
to supply meat and flour to the Spanish population. (Manucy,
1962, p. 79).
In 1783 the Bishop of Tricale reported that all
Englishmen with the exception of Fish had been expelled
from Spanish Florida.

It seems that Fish, in his capacity

as representative of the trading firm, was considered
necessary to the survival of the Spanish in St. Augustine.
Without the link to their New York supplier, the Spanish
would have starved, for the Council of the Indies was
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very unreliable in the matter of the situado.

2

(Manucy,

1962, pp. 79-80).
The Spanish Governor of Florida granted Fish
the title to ten thousand acres of land on Anastasia
Island for services rendered to the colony.

This grant

made Fish the sole owner of the Island and its facilities,
with the exception of the tower and the quarries, which
remained in Spanish hands. (Gold, 1969, p. 50).

The par-

tion of the Island known today as Fisher's Island was the
site of Fish's original homestead.

On this part of the

island, Fish built an exact duplicate of the family's
New York mansion, adding only an arcade to the front.

He

called his plantation on Anastasia Island El Vergel,
the flower garden. (Stimmel, 1954, p. 157).

Here he

grew dates, olives, and cultivated the grapes which
he found on the Island.

With the exception of the

few acres that Fish farmed, the Island soil was not wellsuited to agriculture. (Forbes, 1964, p. 89).

This is the

first mention of agriculture on Anastasia Island.
2situado, this was a subsidy, provided by the
King of Spain, to help support his colonies in the New
World. In the case of St. Augustine, this subsidy
meant money to buy the necessities of life because subsistence agriculture never proved very successful in
this area. (Chatelain, 1943, p. 228).
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Fish evidently used the rest of the Island which,
for the most part, was covered with sea oats (a natural
grass found on sand dunes in the southern United States)
as a natural corral for horses and cattle.

According to

Romans, the Island provided pasture for a few cattle
and several herds of horses, the latter breeding well in
that environment. (Romans, 1775, p. 265).
Summary
At the close of the first Spanish period the
Island, as a resource, served many purposes. The watchtower served as an obvious part of the Spanish defense
network. As St. Augustine passed into British hands, the
sand bars, which guarded the entrance to the inlet and
were an intricate part of this defense network became
obsolete, for defense assumed secondary importance in
this area in the British period. The coquina on the Island
formed an important resource for a number of years in the
Spanish period.

This stone was used to build the watch-

tower and, most lasting of all, the Castillo de San Marco
(the fort at St. Augustine), literally the Castle of St.
Mark.
Jesse Fish was the first settler to practice
agriculture on the Island.

The failure of earlier

settlers to attempt agriculture was due to the transience
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of the military personnel stationed there and the fact
that the government provided for all their needs.

The

Island was also difficult to defend and this would make
it risky for any of the population to settle there. Jesse
Fish, therefore, was the first person willing to take
the risk of settling and farming Anastasia Island.

This

was the state of the resource at the advent of the British
period.
St. Augustine during the first Spanish period
was never anything more than a garrison town and a headquarters for Catholic religious personnel in Florida.
The women and children present were the widows and families
of soldiers stationed at the

Ca~t~llo.

Between 1565 and

1763, when the Spanish withdrew, the population of St.
Augustine expanded from one hundred and fifty persons
to over three thousand. (Dunkle, 1955, p. 31).

It is

true that Menendez arrived with more than six hundred
people, but most of these were soldiers destined to
man the forts that were built in Georgia and the Carolinas.

The Spanish population, with few exceptions,

moved to Spain's other colonies in the New World at the
time Florida was surrendered to the British in 1763.

CHAPTER III
ANASTASIA ISLAND IN THE BRITISH PERIOD

1763 - 1783
Introduction
The British Period in St. Augustine was marked
by a change in the objectives of settlement from military
to commercial.

Eastern North America was now under Brit-

ish control; therefore the need for defense was negligible.
The new inhabitants were then able to turn their interests
from military to commercial enterprises.

Jesse Fish,

during the period, was involved with shady real estate
deals and his agricultural endeavors brought him world
fame.
The watchtower changed from a defense facility
to an aid to navigation and a rescue station.

The sand

bars that guarded the harbor entrance during Spanish
times now, for the first time, were considered a hazard
by the population.
Jesse Fish and the British Land Grant Policies
Jesse Fish became an important personage in the
closing years of the first Spanish period.

Still the

representative of the William Walton Exporting Company,
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he was involved along with another Engli.shman, .J ohn
Gordon, and the King's representative, Don Juan Elixio
de la Puente, in smuggling supplies from England's
colony in the Carolinas to the population of St. Augustine.
Both Fish and John Gordon were guilty of treason because
England was at war with Spain at the time, but neither
was discovered.

(Gold, 1969, p. 41).

The Puente-Fish Property
Their International

Trartsa~tibn~

and

Sigrtifi~ance

As a result of loosing the war with England,
Spain lost possession of Florida.

In the twentieth

article of the Treaty of Peace, the Spanish promised to
leave Florida by September 10, 1764.

Puente was ordered

by the King to dispose of the property of his subjects
in St. Augustine who were unable to sell their property
due to the time element in the peace treaty.

Puente

was unable to comply with this order before the deadline
of September lOth, so he made two confidential agreements
with his trusted friend, Jesse Fish.

The agreements were

completed less than two months before the deadline and
consisted of a promise by Fish to sell the unsold property.

The monies from the sale of these properties

would be forwarded to the Spanish property holders.
made the agreement with Fish so that the citizens of

Puente
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Spain might receive payment for their property in St.
Augustine, even though under the treaty all unsold
property of the Spanish was to revert to the English
Crown after the September deadline.
In order to evade the limits imposed
by the Treaty of 1763, Puente transferred realty powers for the Spanish
possessions to Mr. Fish of St. Augustine, 'the houses and lots, which,
up to the present, have not been sold
or passed over in confidence to Jesse
Fish, a vassal of his Britannic
Majesty, giving him only for the
precise formality of the case a deed
of sale.' (Gold, 1969, p. 37).
Jesse Fish became by this transaction, "the agent trustee - owner of approximately 200 properties in St.
Augustine." (Gold, 1969, p. 37).
Fish had promised Puente that he would obtain
the highest possible prices for the property transferred
to his possession.

"All estates were signed over to

Fish at nominal prices without the necessity of a
binding down-payment." (Gold, 1969, p. 37).

Puente

also made a deal with Fish for Church property.

This

was nullified, however, because Church property automatically reverted to the Crown and royal property involuntarily belonged to the British after the deadline.
Very few people at that time understood exactly
what had transpired between Puente and Fish.

The British

officials of that time "were baffled by the extent of

33

Fish's realty empire and suspicious of its origin and
legitimacy." (Gold, 1969, p. 40).

The whole affair

was not explained until 1772 when Puente sent an explanatory letter to Cuba.

Of course, this letter served

only to explain the affair to the Spanish government.
(Gold, 1969, p. 46).
In the meantime, the British thought that possibly
Fish gained the land because of debts incurred by the
Spanish to either himself or the William Walton Exporting
Company.

At the time of the Spanish departure they owed

the Walton Company twenty-five thousand pesos. (Gold,

1969, p. 45).

The property that Fish had failed to sell

by 1772 was confiscated by the British and his claims
nullified because the British officials were able to
prove that they had been obtained under suspicious circumstances at the time Florida changed hands.

Fish was

allowed to retain his interests on Anastasia Island since
it was a legitimate Spanish land grant and he possessed
clear title to that property. (Mowat, 1943, p. 70).
Fish ultimately profited by the transactions due
to the time provisions of the treaty.

There are no re-

cords that he ever passed the proceeds from the sale of
properties back to the original owners; however, he did
make a trip to Havana in 1770 to settle his affairs with
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the Spanish landowners that had moved there.

Fish seemed

to be charging those he represented a fee, usually amounting to the sale price, for selling their property thereby making his books balance. (Gold, 1969, p. 45).
The British land granting policies imposed
several restrictions on the land grants made in this period.

Some types of land were to be reserved and each

grantee was given equal amounts of rich and poor land in
his grant.

A surv:e y of Florida was to be made and from

this survey the territory was to be divided into counties
and townships; neither of these came to pass in this
period.

Anastasia Island was one of the areas to be

reserved due to the valuable building material to be
found there.

Reserve land could only be granted by

special license from the King.

Of course as long as

Fish's claim to Anastasia Island was recognized, the
British could not grant it to anyone. (Mowat, 1943, p. 55).
Jesse Fish had, in the meantime, expanded his
interests on Anastasia Island.

He set out orange

groves at the beginning of the British period and the
grove had begun to produce by 1770. Fish exported oranges
and juice to England and England's Empire.

His groves

became internationally known in the British period. Fish
continued to export oranges until his death in 1791,
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although the Spanish discontinued the pract.i .ce upon their
return to Florida in 1784. (Davis, 1937, pp . . .233-3 4).
The Watchtower and. the ., Port of St. Augustine
in the· Br.i ti:sh Period
The watchtower began to play a greater role in the
activities of the Port of St. Augustine in
period.

the~

British

The bar at the eritrance of the harbor had by

this time become a hazard to shipping.

The bar made a

pilot boat necessary in order that vessels outside could
make a safe entrance into the port.

The pilot boat was

summoned by a signal from the watchtower when the tower
keeper sighted the vessel.

The pilot boat would then

proceed outside to guide the vessel into port. (Siebert,
1946, pp. 247-249).

As Florida changed hands at the

beginning of the British period, several ships were lost
due to the absence of the pilot boats.

At high tide

the bar was covered by fifteen feet of water and at low
tide it was covered by four feet; the surf was rough and
the whole coast was subject to northeasters, 3 especially
in the autumn. (Siebert, 1946, pp. 254-255).
3A northeaster is a gale which blows out of the
northeast with winds up to seventy-five miles per hour.
This storm may last from two to five days during which
the rain and winds are almost constant.
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When St. Augustine was turned over .to .t he British
in 1764, the watchtower and the responsibility that accompanied this station fell

~nto

British hands.

There is

no record that anyone was officially stationed at the
tower until 1767, when three men were stationed there.
The guards changed yearly after 1767.

They were respon-

sible for the care of the property and for hoisting the
proper signals, accomplished with flags, when vessels
approached the inlet. (Siebert, 1946, p. 252).
Although the pilot boats were in continuous service during the British period, they were only effective
in fair weather.

Ships arriving in stormy weather had

to wait outside until the weather subsided, which proved
extremely hazardous.

Twenty or thirty ships were lost

off the bar in the twenty year occupancy of the British.
Two pilot boats were also lost in this same period.

The

men of the watchtower were responsible for saving several
lives in the storm-tossed seas off the bar during this
time. (Siebert, 1946, p. 92).
Summary
In the British period Anastasia Island was considered as land to be placed in reserve due to the presence of its valuable building material and, possibly,
the watchtower.

The watchtower, at this period, did not
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carry the defense value that it possessed during the first
Spanish period.

Th~

British never actually

h~d

the oppor-

tunity to apply the reservation status to the Island
because of prior claims of ownership by Jesse Fish.
During this period Fish disc.o vered the agricultural
opportunities which the Island offered and his orange
groves became world famous for the sweet taste of his
oranges.

During the first Spanish period the bar at

the harbor entrance provided the Spanish with a defensive
advantage, but this same bar, in the British period, presented a real hazard to shipping costing the British in
trade, ships, and lives.

Although the harbor at St.

Augustine was considered one of the best and the safest
on the Florida East Coast at this period, the port
never expanded greatly because of the ever present shifting bar at the entrance of the inlet. (Siebert, 1946, pp.
80-82).

St. Augustine during this period had begun to
prosper.

The British had made the orange a commercial

concern and St. Augustine exported great quantities of
orange juice in the latter part of the British occupation.
The population during this period remained around two
thousand people, never fluctuating more than one hundred
people either way. (Dunkle, 1955, p. 31).

Unlike the
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Spanish at the end of their first period of settlement,
there was not a great evacuation of the populati.o n at
the end of the British .occupation.

This was. due mainly

to the high percentage of Minorcans in the .p opulation.
These people were Spanish speaking and would, ..t -herefore,
feel more at ease under Spanish rule.

They arrived in

1777 from the ill-fated New. Smyrna colony to make their
homes in St. Augustine. (Wes.sels, 1972, p. lB).

This was

the situation in St. Augustine at the beginning pf the
second Spanish period.

GHA:PTER IV
ANASTASIA ISLAND IN THE SECOND SPANISH
PERIOD 1783 - 1821
Introduction
The Spanish returned to St. Augustine in 1783.

With

their return St Agustine once again became the military outpost that it had been during the first Spanish Period. Jesse
Fish died during this period and settlement began on
Anastasia Island.

The watchtower remained a navigation

aid> however> and the Spanish successfully transformed it
into a lighthouse at the turn of the century.
The Second Spanish Period
In 1783 the Spanish Government made a trade with
Great Britain and returned to St. Augustine.

The Agree-

ment stated that the Spanish would receive Florida from
the British in exchange for the Bahama Islands.

When

the Spanish reclaimed St. Augustine> there was no great
exchange of population since population data from that
period shows a loss of less than six hundred persons.
These most likely were British Government personnel and
British citizens of Florida who wished to remain under
English rule. (Dunkle> 1955> p. 108).

Jesse Fish was

one of England's citizens who chose to remain and welcome
39
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his Spanish friends back to St .. Augustine when they
returned in 1783.
Jesse Fish continued to reside on Anastasia Island
where he maintained his ·orange groves and tended his
herds of cattle and horses.

Although the Spanish chose

not to continue the export pf citrus from St. Augustine
(a commercial enterprise begun in the British period), Fish
continued to export oranges and orange juice from his
groves until his death in 1791.

It must be assum-e d,

since there is no evidence to .the contrary, _that Mr. Fish
succumbed to natural causes.
eighties by this date.

He must have been in his

Anastasia Island was reclaimed

by the Spanish authorities for neither his son nor daughter
were present in Spanish Florida at the time of his death
to claim his estate.

The Island was put up for auction

by the government, but no claimants were forthcoming.
Fish's son arrived before the end of the year and took
possession of the site of his father's plantation, now
Fisher's Island, and moved into the plantation house.
One year to that day he was struck by lightening and
killed while riding herd on his animals.

The plantation

became the property of his sister as the year of 1792
drew to a close.

Following

th~

second Fish's untimely

demise in 1792, Fisher's Island remained unoccupied well
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into the American period although the Fish family retained
ownership. (St. Augustine Historical Society, 1972).
(See Map 4).
The Spanish Land Grants state that Lorenzo Rodriquez of Cuba came to St. Augustine in 1793 to settle
three hundred acres north of Anastasia Island at Cano
de la Escolta (located on the island called North Beach),
which were presented to him by the King for services
rendered to the crown.

Rodriquez was a high ranking

officer in the King's service in Cuba and wanted to
pursue agriculture on these three hundred acres.

He

bought slaves from Cuba to work the acreage for him and
his family. (Spanish Land Grants, 1941, Vol. 5, p. 31).
Rodriquez evidently succeeded in his plans for in 1804
he petitioned Enrique White, the governor of Florida
at that period, for an additional one hundred acres
on Anastasia Island.
same year.

The petition was granted in the

The grant was described as one hundred

acres, bounded on the south by the road leading to the
tower, east by the quarry, north by the beach and west
by the marshes. (White, 1804).

Shortly after the grant

was made, Rodriquez passed the property to his son
Nicholas and his wife Maria. (Spanish Land Grants, 1941,
Vol. 5, p. 31).
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The Rodriquez family resided in St. Augustine
and used the property on Anastasia Island and at Cane
de la Escolta for raising cattle to be sold in the province of Florida.

Their grant on Anastasia Island

actually consisted of one hundred and twenty-nine acres
when it was surveyed some years later for the purposes
of subdividing the property.

This mistake may be easily

explained for the surveying methods of the early 18001s
were not accurate and many miscalculations of this
nature were made. (St. Augustine Historical Society,
1972, p. 12).
The Sanchez family was the next to acquire land
on the Island.

The Sanchez family had had homesteads

around St. Augustine presumably since the founding of the
city in 1565.

In 1802, Francisco X. Sanchez petitioned

Governor White for twenty acres on Anastasia Island west
of the watchtower. (See Map 4).

He wanted this land

because he feared he would have to abandon his property
on the mainland because of growing Indian hostilities.
(Spanish Land Grants, 1941, Vol. 5, p. 31).

White granted

the petition in 1804 and the grant was described as twenty
acres lying south of the Rodriquez Grant, running on a
line parallel to the Rodriquez property from the beach
to the marshes. (Sanchez, 1824).

Again there was an

North
Point

Rodriquez Grant
St.
Augustine

Lighthouse
Stokely Land

Coquina
Quarries

LAND HOLDINGS ON ANASTASIA ISLAND
IN 1HE FIRST HALF OF 1HE
AMERICAN PERIOD
S. G. - SANmE Z GRANT

Scale: 1: 20,000
(Map 4)

Source: St. Johns County Deed Records
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inaccuracy in the amount of land contained in the grant.
The land was surveyed in the 1880's and found to consist
of twenty-nine acres rather than the original twenty
acres granted by the governor.
The Sanchez and Rodriquez families were probably
responsible for the introduction of the oak tree to the
Island during the second Spanish period,

This assumption

is made because there is no mention of oak trees on the
Island until this period.

They introduced it, perhaps,

to provide acorns to feed the hogs which they pastured
on the Island.

Feral hogs from these original herds

were hunted on the Island as late as the 1920's.
Before Fish first settled the Island it was described as a barrier beach backed by salt marshes and the
only vegetation was salt marsh hay and sea oats. (Chatelain, 1941, p. 42).

Fish introduced oranges, olives,

and date palms to the Island.

Remnants of the orange

trees are still present on the Island today but these
trees are either barren or produce a bitter fruit.
While the settlement of Anastasia Island proceeded,
the watchtower underwent several changes at the hands of
the Spanish government.

The watchtower's wooden super-

structure, which was built by the British in 1770, suffered from the age-old problem of rot and had nearly
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collapsed by the time the Spanish returned to St. Augustine in 1783.

This superstructure was either blown down

by the wind or removed by the Spaniards soon after their
return.

They replaced this structure with a twelve-sided

lantern that was seven feet in height (this included the
sloping roof and the small chimney).

The lantern was con-

structed of coquina, quarried from the old pits on the
Island.

Except for the window openings, the watchtower

was now an all coquina structure and wood rot was no
longer a problem in the watchtower's upkeep. (Siebert,

1946, p. 92).

The Spanish used a fish oil lamp in the

lantern to send signals to vessels outside the harbor
at night and to summon the pilot boats to guide ships
over the bar and into the harbor.

The lookout was effec-

tively changed into a lighthouse upon completion of construction at the turn of the century. (Crowe, 1938,
pp. 6-7)
Summary
The second Spanish period saw the death of Jesse
Fish and the dividing of Anastasia Island between three
families, the heirs of Jesse Fish, the Rodriquezes,
and the Sanchezes.

The agriculture by the end of this

period was restricted to animal husbandry.

This may

have occurred because there was more profit to be made
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in the sale of meat rather than in the sale of fruits
or vegetables.

It is more likely, however, that the

Sanchez and Rodriquez families preferred to live in St.
Augustine and animals, unlike crops, require little personal tending.

It was during this period, apparently,

that the dominant tree of the Island, the oak, made its
first appearance.
The watchtower became a lighthouse during this
period but no improvements to the harbor entrance were
undertaken.

Because of this the improvements to the

watchtower were of little consequence to shipping moving
through the harbor.
During this period St. Augustine returned to the
sleepy little garrison town that it had been before the
British period.

The population remained around fifteen

hundred persons with little fluctuation in this number. (Dunkle, 1955, p. 108).

Because the Spanish chose

not to continue the export of citrus, the harbor traffic
declined and the economy of the town went into a slump
which it did not recover from until the American period.
(Davis, 1937, pp. 234-35).

This was the state of the

area at the beginning of the American occupation of
Florida.

CHAPTER V
THE ST. AUGUSTINE LIGHTHOUSE, BEACH, AND HARBOR
IN THE AMERICAN PERIOD 1821 - 1973
Introduction
The lighthouse and the harbor of St. Augustine
have undergone varying degrees of change in the American
period.

The original Spanish lighthouse was replaced

in the l870ts.

This replacement still stands on Anas-

tasia Island, but through the years its importance as
a coast light has diminished greatly.
The harbor of this city has changed to the
greatest degree.

A new inlet was constructed to make

the harbor more attractive to St. Augustine's dying
shrimping fleet.

Shrimp became a resource with the coming

of the Greek and Sicilian immigrants to the northeast
coast of Florida in the 1900's.

St. Augustine was the

capital of the shrimping industry until 1949 when new
grounds were discovered in the Gulf of Mexico.
The harbor has changed in the last twenty years
from a commercial port to a recreational facility. This
changeover was precipitated by the completion of the
Intracoastal Waterway in 1935 and the depletion of the
shrimping grounds on the northeast Florida coast.
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inlet was stabilized in 1940, but this resulted in the
present beach erosion problem on the St. Johns County
beaches and especially those located on Anastasia Island.
The Lighthouse
In 1821 the United States Lighthouse Service took
over the operation of the 'Old Spanish Lighthouse' and
in 1823 a contract was awarded to Elias Wallen, a St.
Augustine contractor, to make much needed repairs on
the structure.

This contract came about after two years

of petitioning the Federal Government for money. (Dewhurst, 1885, pp. 111-112).

The lighthouse was repaired

and a sperm oil lamp replaced the fish oil lamp used by
the Spanish.

After repairs were made the lighthouse

became a coast light and, therefore, a much needed aid
to navigation on the northeast Florida coast. (Siebert,
1946, p. 92).
Elias Wallen also build a house for the lightkeeper on the lighthouse property.

This house was com-

pleted in 1823 and it is assumed that this was the first
residence on the Island since the Fish property had
been abandoned. (Dewhurst, 1885, p. 112).
This lighthouse remained in service until 1871
when the building was ruled unsafe by the Lighthouse
Service.

The foundations of the 'Old Spanish Lighthouse'
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were being undermined by the sea and the whole structure
was in imminent danger of coilapsing.

The lantern was

removed from the top of the tower and placed atop the
'Octagon House,' which was built for the purpose of
housing the light and the keeper until the new facility
could be constructed.

The 'Old Spanish Lighthouse'

collapsed into the sea on the night of June 20, 1880 as the
result of a week-long northeast storm. (Dewhurst, 1885,
p. 112).
Construction on the new lighthouse began in
1871 and was completed the following year.

The building

is constructed of brick and iron and is one of the
oldest lighthouses on the Atlantic coast.

The tower

stands one hundred and sixty-five feet high and is
second only to Cape Hatteras Light in height in the
United States. (Crowe, 1938, p. 1).

Both the Cape

Hatteras and St. Augustine lighthouses carry the same
markings, the black and white barber pole stripes, which
are indicative of a dangerous shifting shoreline. (Writers
Program, 1938, p. 4).
There have been several lighthouse keepers
stationed at the St. Augustine light between 1872 and
1950 at which time the light was automated and the keeper
became unnecessary.

Now the keeper stationed at the
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Jacksonville Mayport Lighthouse has the responsibility
for both of these lights.

Until the 1930's there were

three people stationed at the light and they were
responsible for the upkeep of the light and the Lighthouse property.

After 1930 there was one man stationed

at the Lighthouse and this change was most likely due
to the depression.
Since the 1940's the Lighthouse has lost its previous importance as a coast light and aid to . navigation,
partly because of the stabilization of the inlet and the
elimination of the shifting sand bars associated with the
inlet, which is examined below.
Beaches and Sand Dunes
The beaches of northeast Florida are either barrier
beaches or barrier islands.

A barrier beach consists of

one low ridge while a barrier island is a series of low
ridges with marshes interspersed.

These beaches are

nourished with sand that is washed to the ocean by the
rivers of Georgia and the Carolinas.

This sand then

moves southward with the coastal ocean currents.

Naturally

any obstruction, such as a groin, will hinder this natural
movement. (Shepard and Wanless, 1971, pp. 21-22).
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Sand dunes are an integral and necessary element
in the maintenance of barrier beaches and islands.

Anas-

tasia Island is essentially a barrier island with gently
sloping beach.

This beach is backed by dunes that

are 10 to 30 feet high and arranged in the same northsouth direction as the Island.

The sandy northern

point is highly susceptible to changes produced by
storm waves and currents.
The dunes of Anastasia Island are backed by a
variety of vegetation.

In some places oaks are the pre-

dominant form and in others the palmetto-sea oat-scrub
association is found.

The Island, inland from this

strip of vegetation, slopes gradually into a salt
marsh-hammock environment.

This marsh habitat borders

both sides of the Matanzas River and varies in depth
inland from the river. (Dunkle, 1955, p. 10). (See Map 5).
Sand dunes remain stationary only as long as
the vegetative cover remains undisturbed.

Once this cover

is disturbed the dunes begin to move inland with the
prevailing wind, which in the case of Anastasia Island
is northeast.

The sand of the dunes being salty causes

the slow death of vegetation behind them as they move
inland.

Once the dune has moved or been removed by

man the area is left unprotected and can easily be in-
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vaded by the sea.

This process could in time cause the

formation of two distinct pieces of land, especially
where the width of the barrier island is only 1,000 feet
as is the case in some portions of Anastasia Island. (Gore,
1972, p. 5J).
The dunes are a primary source of beach sand.
Once they are lost the beach begins to work its way
inland by erosion.
beach

c~nnot

If man has built in this area, the

move easily beyond the built-up point.

The result is either no beach where seawalls are present or the destruction of property where seawalls are
absent.

The loss of the beach is the usual result as

seawalls are a requirement for building on oceanfront
property today. (Gore, 1972, p. 5J).

(See Figure 1).

St. Augustine Beach, located on Anastasia Island,
is a primary example of this sort of beach erosion.
St. Augustine Beach, at one time, stretched seaward for
a quarter of a mile.

Today this same beach no longer

exists because man built a seawall and in the process
removed the protecting dunes.
beach resort.

Behind this seawall is a

With each successive storm a little more
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beach disappeared and today the sea laps at the seawall
even at low tide.

It has now become necessary for St.

Johns County to pile rocks along this seawall to protect it from being undermined by the sea.

This erosion,

which has taken less than fifty years, is the result of
removal of dune vegetation by man. (Powell, 1972, p B-2).
In 1965 the Army Corps of Engineers was asked to
conduct a beach erosion control study for St. Johns
County to determine what could be done to restore the
beaches.

The Corps of Engineers suggested that Anastasia

Island's marshes literally be destroyed in order to
restore the beaches.

The mud pumped up from the marsh

bottom would be used to build up the beaches on the
ocean side.

After telling the county how to restore

its beaches, the Corps recommended to the United States
Government that nothing be done in St. Johns County
because the County was unwilling to pay their part of
the restoration costs.

St. Johns County is a poor,

rural county and it is highly unlikely that they could
raise the money even if they were willing to restore
their beaches the Corps' way. (Army Corps of Engineers,
1966, pp. 1-40).
On the weekend of February 10-11, 1973, a northeaster blew into St. Augustine with 40 mile per hour
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winds, which push tides up three feet above normal.

This

resulted in a loss of 20-30 feet of beach along a sevenmile strip from the northern point of the Island to
St. Augustine Beach, washing away a concession stand
in the state park and threatening 20-25 homes in the
$20,000- $50,000 price range which had been built along
the beach front. (St. Augustine Record, 2/10-2/11/73,
p. 1).

This was not the worst northeaster to hit this

coast and the resulting tide was not even sufficient
to flood St. Augustine, which is at sea level.

One may

ask what will happen to this area when a bad northeaster
hits or for that matter the next infrequent hurricane.
The Harbor
In 1888 the United States Government made its
first attempt at improving the harbor at St. Augustine
through the use of money made available by the Rivers
and Harbors Act of that year.

The government appro-

priated money, $35,000 to be exact, to check the rapid
silting and erosion process that was occuring on
Anastasia Island and North Point "in order to prevent
the threatened deterioration of the present entrance to
the harbor.'' (U.S. Engineer's Office, 1890, p. 2).
Captain W. M. Black of the Army Corps of Engineers, who was stationed at St. Augustine, stated in his
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report to the Engineer's Office that between eight hundred
and fifty and two thousand seven hundred and fifty feet
of shoreline had eroded away on the east shore of
Anastasia Island between 1791 and 1887.

Between 1887

and 1889, the high water line had moved westward some
ten to one hundred and sixty feet and the erosion
was continuing with every gale. (U.S. Engineer, 1890, p 2).
To understand the danger to the harbor
threatened by this erosion it must be
remembered that the ship-channel across
the bar is kept open exclusively by the
ebb current from the harbor; that these
currents, coming south from the North
River and north from the Matanzas, are
almost directly opposed within the mouth
of the harbor, but at the entrance are
joined together and given definite
direction by the shores of North Point
and Anastasia Island. It is mainly
due to the relative position of these
guiding shores that this entrance is
so superior to that at Mosquito Inlet
and the Indian River entrance. (U.S.
Engineer, 1890, p. 2).
Work on the harbor improvements was completed
on North Point and Anastasia Island in the fall of 1890
and consisted of building two groins, one on North Point
and one on the Island.

These groins slowed the progress

of the erosion taking place in the harbor but did not
stop it. (U.S. Engineer, 1890, p. 3).
In 1938 the Army Corps of Engineers again
decided that work was necessary to restore the harbor

at St. Augustine.

This time they used a more drastic

solution to the erosion.

Plans were devised to cut

a new inlet through North Point (Vilano Beach) and the
cut was completed on May 20, 1940.

A sand trap groin

was built on the remainder of North Point and this was
completed in August 1941.

This cut resulted in a dras-

tic and rapid change in the shoreline configurations
of this portion of the coast. (St. Augustine: Port,
Waterway and Beach Commission, 1946, pp. 1-2).

This cut

has also resulted in three other problems in this area:
an erosion problem on the beaches, a pollution problem
in Salt Run, and a flooding problem in St. Augustine.
These problems will be discussed below.
Before this cut was made the natural channel lay
between Bird Island (the result of the erosion of the
1800's) and Crazy Bank (a fluctuating sandbar, part of
the harbor bar).

Once past this point the channel ran

parallel to the Island's coast and on into St. Augustine
harbor. (See Map 6).

The cut resulted in a third piece

of land being added to the inlet; this was the amputated
nose of North Point, referred to as Conch Island.

The

erosion of Vilano Beach and Conch Island proceeded at
an incredible rate and in 1946 Conch Island was only
half its original size.

Another small sand bank had

59

Matanzas
Bay

Anastasia Island

ST. AUGUSTINE HARBOR
PRIOR TO 1940
Scale: 1:24,000
(Map 6)

Source: U.S. Army Map Service

60

by this time also been added to the confusion in the
inlet. (U.S. Engineer, 1946, Map).

(See Map 7).

In 1956 Conch Island, the new sand bank, and
Crazy Bank had become one single island, which lay
parallel to Anastasia Island.

In the meantime, Bird

Island had reattached itself to Anastasia Island, forming a bay called Salt Run. (See Map 8).

At this point

there was still strong circulation through the old shipping channel.

In 1960 the old shipping channel closed,

however, and a new channel developed between Bird
Island and Anastasia Island.

At this time Bird Island

had been enveloped in the Conch Island complex and has
remained a part of it since. (See Map 9).

The new

channel took on the name Salt Run from the bay formed
previously by Bird Island.

In 1965 Hurricane Dora

swept in off the ocean to make a direct hit on St.
Augustine and as a result the Salt Run channel was
closed by a land bridge.

This land bridge was still

awash at high tide. (See Map 10).

The dunes of the

Conch Island complex began to invade the land bridge
and by 1968 the land bridge had been built up to the
point where it was only awash during severe storms.
Once this land bridge was completely closed, the circulation through Salt Run became almost non-existent.
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Where a strait had once existed, there was now only a
very narrow bay. (Army Corps of Engineers, 1966, pp. 1112).

(See Map 11).
The changes in the land configuration and the

circulation pattern of the waters in this area have
precipitated a major pollution problem.

The houses

at Lighthouse Park, the area of the old Rodriquez
Grant, have had septic tanks and cesspools for years.
The sewage from these septic tanks and cesspools has
been seeping into the underground strata of the Island
and consequently are released into the ocean.

While

the circulation through the shipping channel and later
through Salt Run was present, no great harm could be done
to the environment.

When the circulation was slowed

as the entrance to Salt Run began to close, a serious
pollution and siltation problem became apparent.

In

the late 1950's the St. Johns County Health Department
condemned the oyster beds and other shellfish located
in this area because of the health hazard caused by
the pollution.

When the circulation through this area

was completely cut off in 1968, the southern end of Salt
Run began to deteriorate.

In the last several years

the marsh has expanded, gradually filling in the bay.
In the fall of 1972 the residents of Lighthouse Park
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were still not connected to the cityts sewer system
although this was to have been completed by the summer
of 1972.
In the coastal areas of St. Johns County all areas
below the ten-foot contour line are subject to periodic
flooding from heavy rains and high winds.

The 100-year

flood line coincides with the ten-foot contour line,
and the 20-year flood line at 7.8 feet. (D.O.T., 1972,
DC-5, p. 3).

Most of the heavy rains and winds in this

area occur in winter and are the result of northeasters
which occur at frequent intervals during the winter
season.

These storms vary in strength and duration.

Only four hurricanes have passed directly over the St.
Augustine area in the last 150 years, making flooding
and beach erosion associated with these storms an infrequent hazard. (Army Corps of Engineers, 1966, p. 59).
The new inlet, which is located slightly to the
northeast of St. Augustine, subjects the city to a greater
flood hazard than existed before this cut was made.
Originally St. Augustine was buffered from ocean flooding to some extent by Anastasia Island and Vilano Beach.
The location of the new cut across Vilano Point now
gives the ocean direct access to the city.

The city of

St. Augustine was built on a salt marsh and is at sea
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level.

It has been flooded four times since 1944 by

tides associated with tropical storms and in 1964
by Hurricane Dora.

Flooding occurs in St. Augustine

when heavy rains coincide with high tides or when
seas run five feet or more above normal. (U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, 1966, p. 34).
Hurricanes are an infrequent occurrance and
therefore can be credited with contributing very little
to the problems in this area.

The most frequent and

damaging storms are the northeasters which occur in
this area in winter.

These storms blow in from the

northeast, pushing their heavy seas through the new
cut directly at St. Augustine.

Because of this, the

city can be expected to experience greater and more
frequent flooding from the ocean.

Because records

are kept only for flood damage resulting from hurricanes
and tropical storms, the increased flood hazard from
northeasters cannot be documented.

Although the north-

easters are not perceived as a great problem by the
residents of St. Augustine, they may be more damaging
in the long run than many of the other hazards mentioned
in this study.
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The Shrimping Fleet
Commercial shrimping in Florida began in 1900
when Sollecito Salvador, a Sicilian immigrant, commenced
operations out of Fernandina Beach north of Jacksonville.
In 1902, Salvador instituted the use of the first powerdriven boat which pulled a seine net.

This power-driven

boat allowed the fishermen to seine in deeper water
thus increasing their shrimp catch. (Joyce and Eldred,
1966) p. 14).
Around 1915 the otter trawl, which is now standard equipment, was used for the first time.

"This net

is characterized by two large 'doors' which are designed
to bounce along the bottom and keep the net open." (Joyce
and Eldred, 1966, p. 14).

As the net is dragged along

the bottom the shrimp, as well as other bottom dwellers,
are trapped in the bag attached to the 'doors'.
Salvador and most of the other commercial
shrimpers at Fernandina Beach moved their base of operations to St. Augustine in the early 1920's.

St. Augus-

tine was more centrally located with regard to the
shrimping grounds and it remained the shrimping capital
of Florida until 1949, when one of Salvador's sons
discovered the Tortugas and Campeche Banks shrimping
grounds. (Joyce and Eldred, 1966, p. 15).
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The search for new shrimping grounds was made
necessary due to reduced catches in the grounds of the
southeastern Atlantic Coast.

The depletion of the

shrimp resource along this coast was partly due to
improved equipment and an increasing number of trawlers.
The primary cause, however, was the destruction of the
marshlands, which served as nursery areas for the
juvenile shrimp, on this rapidly urbanizing coast.
The Intracoastal Waterway and Dockage
The Intracoastal Waterway, opened in 1935, was
eight feet deep and one hundred feet wide.

In 1960

it was deepened to twelve feet and widened to one hundred and twenty-five feet.

The channel of the Matanzas

River, through which the waterway passes, more than
met these 1960 requirements and consequently no
dredging has been necessary. (Florida Inland Navigation District, 1960, p. 1).
St. Augustine built a new marina in the 1930's
to accommodate the pleasure crafts expected on the
Intracoastal.

Today the marina is filled to capacity

year-round and in the peak periods during the summer,
there are usually yachts anchored on the Island side of
the harbor because berths in the marina are unavailable.
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At the time that D, P. Davis was developing
Davis Shores on the north end of Anastasia Island in
the 1920's, his plans called for a yacht club to be
built as part of the development.

The yacht club was

to be located in the bayside of the Island north of
Quarry Creek.

However, this area is like quicksand

and Davis went heavily into debt before he realized
the impossibility of filling in this marsh area.
Because of the physical limitations of this area and
Mr. Davis' death, the yacht club on Anastasia Island
was never finished.

Although marina facilities could

be constructed on the Island side of the Matanzas
River today, there are probably several reasons why
this has not come about.

Foremost among these would

be the fact that the yacht club area is today a high
class residential area and the residents of the area
would not appreciate having a commercial marina and
the facilities which accompany this type of development located in their waterfront backyards.
The commercial docks of St. Augustine are located on the San Sebastian River, which parallels the
Matanzas.

The San Sebastian flows into the Matanzas

south of the city.

The commercial docks primarily

serve the shrimpers who still fish off the northeast
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Florida coast.

The shrimpers were the main reason

for the harbor improvements of the 1940's, but these
shrimpers had by this date nearly fished the white
shrimp of this coast to extinction.

By the end of

World War II, most of these shrimpers had moved south
to fish the pink shrimp grounds of the Tortugas and
Campeche.
The shrimping fleet at its peak numbered approximately 100 vessels.

Today there are five shrimpers

and a Coast Guard cutter which make use of these commercial docking facilities.

Each of the shrimpers is in

business for himself and sells his day's catch on the
docks on a first-come, first-serve basis.

CHAPTER VI
SETTLEMENT AND URBANIZATION ON ANASTASIA ISLAND
IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE AMERICAN PERIOD
1821-1900
Tntroduct ion
On February 22, 1819 the United States signed
a treaty of cession with Spain in which the United
States gave up claims to Texas in exchange for Spanish
Florida.

Spain delayed in signing the treaty until

October 25, 1819 to restrain the United States from
recognizing her Spanish colonies, which were in revolt.
The United States Senate ratified the treaty in
February of 1821 and Florida became a territory.
Until the United States took over in 1821, St.
Augustine had enjoyed one hundred years of immunity
to the endemic diseases of the tropics and had a reputation for a healthy climate.

In 1821 a chain of events

lead to the recurrence of yellow fever in this area.
Because so many people were flooding into the new
territory to seek their fortunes, the housing supply
in St. Augustine was inadequate and sanitary conditions
became incredibly poor.
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That summer, the inlet at the
southern end of Anastasia Island
silted up and closed, turning
the Matanzas River into a fresh
water lagoon in which all the salt
water sea life perished, wafting a
horrible odor up to St. Augustine
on the southeast breeze. It rained
a lot and the mosquitoes were awful,
though at this time no one realized
there was any connection between
mosquitoes and yellow fever. Also
the heat went on and on, and it
did not cool down until November.
(St. Augustine Historical Society,
1972, p. 12).
The yellow fever epidemic began when several
ships returned to St. Augustine after delivering some
Spanish citizens and their private goods to Havana
after the change of the flags.

Yellow fever was

endemic in Cuba and no effort was made to quarantine
the returning ships.

The epidemic raged on in the

St. Augustine area until the cooler weather of
November. (St. Augustine Historical Society, 1972,
p. 12).

The epidemic explains the static quality of
the population during the first year of United States
occupancy.

Large numbers of people came to Florida

during that year, but large numbers died also.

How-

ever, the population of St. Augustine remained small
even after the yellow fever epidemic passed and
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remains small today compared to other urban areas which
surround it such as Jacksonville and Daytona. (Dunkle,
1955, p. 108).

(See Chart 1).

Land use during the first part of the American
Period changed from agricultural pursuits to urban
functions.

Toward the end of the period tourist facili-

ties began to appear on Anastasia Island.

Thus began

the American Period in St. Augustine and on Anastasia
Island.
The Sanchez and Rodriquez Grants and the
Settlement of Anastasia Island
The Sanchez Grant
The Sanchez Grant4 remained the property of the
Sanchez family until 1872,5 when the property was claimed
by A. N. Pacetti for delinquent taxes.

The exact date

the claim was verified was November 27, 1872.

Pacetti

later sold the grant to Dr. Andrew Young on December 13,
1877.
4Information on the history of the Sanchez and
Rodriquez Grants was obtained from the St. Johns County
Deed Books.

5This is an assumption by the author based on
the lack of evidence to the contrary.
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A COMPARISON OF POPULATION GROWTH OF
ST .. AUGUSTINE AND JACKSONVILLE
Date

1596
1610
1630
1650
1670
1690
1710
1730
1750
1780
1790
1815
1830
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970

Source:

St. Augustine

150
350
500
550
675
1150
750
1200
1600
1992
1339
1383
2544
2352
1938
2307
1700
2295
4700
4500
5500
6200
12111
12090
13555
14734
12352

Jacksonville

100
350
1045
2018
6912
7650
17201
28429
57699
91558
129549
173065
204571
201030
528865

Dunkle & U.S. Census of Population
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Dr. Young was a retired dentist from Dover,
New Hampshire.

He had invested in several properties

in the St. Augustine area.

On February 25, 1888, he

sold the right-of-way on the Sanchez property to the
South Beach Trolley Company so that the trolley company
could extend its line to the beach.

The Sanchez Grant

became the property of Mary E. Small upon the death of
her uncle, Dr. Young, on September 10, 1910.

Mrs. Small

lived in Maine and there is no evidence that she ever
lived on Anastasia Island or even came to Florida.
In 1917 Mrs. Small subdivided the property,
selling the first piece to her nephew, David J. McGarth
of Maine, on July 14, 1917.

Later she sold the five

acres that bordered the quarry to Donna M. Best on
February 21, 1924 and the remainder of her property to
Edward E. Warwick on March 15, 1925.
During this entire period nothing was built
on this property except the tracks of the trolley car
system.

Development of the Sanchez Grant finally took

place after World War II, and there are still several
lots on this tract that have not yet been developed.
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The Rodriquez ar·a nt
Unlike the Sanchez Grant,

th~

Rodriquez Grant

can be traced from its beginnings to the present.

This

grant passed through the family from one heir to the
next until 1833 when Maria Rodriquez sold the grant to
Mary Hanford.

The sale took place on April 10, 1833, but

Maria reclaimed the land through the courts when Mary
Hanford passed away suddenly on April 13 of the same
year.

Maria then mortgaged the property to Elias B.

Gould on March 27, 1837.

The property became his in

1840.
Elias Gould died in 1850 and the grant became
the property of James M. and Archibald Gould on October
23, 1850.

James R. Hanham bought the property from the

Goulds on July 13, 1860 and he in turn sold the land
to Ann Dougherty on November 7, 1863.

She retained

the property until it was subdivided in 1885.

In 1871

she sold the Lighthouse Service nine acres for the new
lighthouse and a lot for the 'Octagon House' in 1870.
Possibly, Ann Dougherty was responsible for the
building of at least two of the older homes on the Island.
She probably rented these as summer homes.
house' and the 'Fire house,

1

The 'Carson

the houses in question,

are undoubtedly the oldest homes being presently occupied
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on the Island.

The style of these houses are similar,

which would lead to the conclusion that they were
probably erected at about the same time.

The houses

were built with a porch around the first floor and a
smaller second floor, both stories having a slanting
roof.
In the early 1900's the sand dune upon which
these homes were built was reduced in height to accommodate the automobile by removing the sand around the
basements.
level.

As a result these two houses gained an extra

A porch was placed around this level for support

and these houses became three-story structures.

The

main artesian well on the Island is located in the southwest corner of the 'Fire house' lot.

This well, at

one time supplying all the homes in this area, has been
closed for nearly fifty years.

The Island still obtains

its water supply from artesian wells.

The other old

wooden houses on the Island were built between the years
of 1885 and 1890.
Two stone houses were built between 1885 and 1900.
The first one is referred to as the 'Heston house.'

This

house is built of coquina blocks and possibly served as
a boarding house at some time in its history.

The house
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has undergone many changes, the most recent being the
application of green paint to the coqUina walls.
Needless to say, the paint destroys the aesthetic effect
of the coquina material.

The second house was constructed

about 1890 and is in the Flagler style (similar to the
Ponce de Leon and Cordova Hotels).

This house is con-

structed of concrete with a coquina facade.

The house

has a red tile roof and imported Italian marble steps
leading to the front door.

The house is referred to

as the Davis house after H. W. Davis, who purchased
the house from the original owner in the early 1900's.
His daughter, Wilma, still occupies one of the apartments in the house which has been converted into a
retirement home for Methodist ministers.
Between 1885 and 1890, nine persons purchased
the remaining land within the Rodriquez Grant.

These

people were either in agriculture or catered to tourists
by renting summer homes or providing food and other
related services.
The agriculture practiced on Anastasia Island
at this time was mainly truck gardening, raising the
vegetables for sale in St. Augustine.

There were actu-

ally only two farmers operating small plots on the
Island at the turn of the century, one black and one
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white, although it was not uncommon for people to keep
chickens and rabbits in backyard coops or to cultivate
small vegetable patches to provide for the family.

The

tourist industry at this time was just beginning to bloom
on the Island.
Capo, Young, and Lewis were the only members of
the original group of buyers who still retained their
property in 1906.

Since 1900 the Rodriquez property

has again changed hands several times, but it still
retains the original grant boundaries.

This area is

referred to today as Lighthouse Park.
Other Land Transactions
There were several other land owners on the
Island at the time the Rodriquez Grant was subdivided
in 1885.

One family was the Stokely family, which

homesteaded ninety acres on Anastasia Island after the
Homestead Act of 1862.

Their land was subdivided into

lots and sold in 1906. (Dunkle, 1955, p. 167).

Alfred

I. DuPont came to St. Augustine in the early 1900's
and purchased property in southeastern St. Johns County.
His son, Benjamin, in a letter to a friend said that
his father built palmetto huts for his negro hired
help on Matanzas Point. (DuPont, n.d., Letter).

All of
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the DuPont property was sold by the 1940's. (Tebeau,
1971, p. 390).
In 1845 Sara Fish traded her father's property
on Fish's Island for a piece of property north of St.
Augustine.

She wished the state of Florida to make

Fish's Island a memorial to her father in the form
of a park. (Vignoles, 1924, p. 45).

The land lay vacant

until just recently except for the moonshine activities
of the 1920's.

Plans are now being made to build a

bridge at the site to provide a much needed second
access to the city of St. Augustine. (St. Augustine
Record, 1972, p. 1).
The Tourists, the Civil War and the
Rise of Jacksonville
The Tourist Industry
It took St. Augustine approximately twenty years
to recover from the blow dealt to its reputation for a
healthy climate by the yellow fever epidemic of 1821.
By 1848, St. Augustine was a regular wintering spot
for the convalescent and the wealthy.
Rufus Sewell, a visitor in 1848, remarked on the
available recreation at St. Augustine for the healthy
tourist.

He stated that for the more physically fit
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types there were 'Indian ponies' on the Island (probably
feral ponies which had escaped from the Fish Plantation
or the Rodriquez property at an earlier date), which provided good exercise for anyone who could catch one.

He

also stated that there were frequent excursions to the
beach; the arrangements were made a day in advance and
a boatman and crew rowed the members of the expedition
over to the Island in the morning. (Sewell, 1849,
pp. 63-64).
The boatman and crew are usually
negroes. The party having provided themselves with a lunch,
apparatus for making coffee,
knives and forks, and other
necessary and useful articles
for an oyster picnic, embark
in the morning. They wend their
way across the harbor, debark,
and arrange matters so as that
the scattered fragments of the expedition shall be gathered at the proper
time and place, to partake of the refreshments, and then disperse - some
for the lighthouse, and others for
the quarry- while the boat's crew
are left to collect oysters, and
gather fuel for the roast on the
beach. (Sewell, 1849, p. 64).
He goes on to say that the party would return
at the appointed time and eat.

Then they would return

to St. Augustine with ''specimens of rock and natural
history" collected on the Island, very tired but happy.
(Sewell, 1849, p. 64).

The tourist situation remained
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essentially the same until the outbreak of the Civil
War in 1860.
Civil War
In 1861, Florida seceded from the Union and
joined the other southern states in the Confederacy
even though slaves at this time were not as important
an element in the state's economy as they were elsewhere.

Florida, at this time, had a voting population

of 14,373 and she sent 15,000 men to military service,
"which argues that virtually all adult males and many
adolescents fought out of state, leaving the land to
slaves, women, cripples, and old men." (Keating,
1972, p. 70).

Florida's dead and wounded numbered

11,000 at the war's end, leaving 4,000 white men able
to return to work the land.

This was an incredible

sacrifice of manpower for the state. (Keating, 1972,
p. 70).

St. Augustine was captured by Union troops in a
sea battle within three months of secession.

St. Augus-

tine remained a Union outpost in Confederate territory
throughout the war.
as a Union prison.

The Castillo de San Marco served
The effects of the Civil War on

St. Augustine were minimal because of its Union affilia-
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tion.

Her budding tourist trade was dormant during the

war, but bloomed again by 1870 and reached new heights
by the 1880's.
Henry Morrison Flagler
Henry Morrison Flagler, one of the oil tycoons
of the period, visited Florida for the first time in
1878.

He came because of his wife's poor health.

Mrs. Flagler died in 1881 and Flagler remarried in
1883, returning to Florida that winter.

It was during

this trip that he decided to settle in the St. Augustine
area and start a new career in hotels and railroads.
(Tebeau, 1971, p. 284).
Flagler began to build his railroad in 1885 and
in that year he also began plans for the Ponce de Leon
Hotel.

The Florida East Coast Railroad was completed

from Jacksonville to Key West in 1912. (Keating, 1972,
p. 70).

Flagler located his railroad shops and the head-

quarters of his hotel chain in St. Augustine.
In 1888, Flagler completed the Ponce de Leon
Hotel, the first of three hotels located in St. Augustine,
at a cost then of a quarter of a million dollars.
hotel could accommodate 450 guests.

The

This hotel continued

to be opened annually until 1967, when it was sold and
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became Flagler College for Women; it has since become
co-educational. (Tebeau, 1971, p. 284).
The Ponce de Leon Hotel was built in the Spanish
Renaissance style.

The building is constructed of con-

crete with a coquina facade and a red tile roof and
red decor.

It has been said of this hotel that "only

a Spaniard realizing for the first time in his life that
he was Spanish could have struck the wild note of the
decoration of the Ponce." (Andrews, 1964, p. 198).
The second of Flagler's hotels in St. Augustine,
the Alcazar, was also opened in 1888.

In 1889, Flagler

purchased and completed the Casa Monica, which later
became the Cordova.

Both of these hotels were closed

before the turn of the century.

The Cordova Hotel now

houses the St. Johns County Court House, and the
Alcazar Hotel houses the Lightner Museum of Hobbies
and some county offices. (Tebeau, 1971, p. 284).
Jacksonville
By 1850 Jacksonville, which had been chartered
in 1832, had become the trading center of northeast
Florida.

Jacksonville passed St. Augustine in popula-

tion growth by the end of the Civil War.

During the

Civil War Jacksonville changed hands several times but
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was in Union hands at the war's end.
Jacksonville's population tripled between 1860
and 1870 and was three times larger than St. Augustine's
by 1880.

This was primarily due to the fact that

Jacksonville had better physical port facilities than
did St. Augustine.

Unfortunately, in the 1880's Jackson-

ville suffered several major setbacks which contributed
to St. Augustine's rise as the major winter resort of
the wealthy northerner in 1889.

During the 1880's

Jacksonville experienced two major fires and several
epidemics of yellow fever.

This drove the tourists on

to St. Augustine and points further south.

Jackson-

ville, today, is one of Florida's leading ports and
an industrial and commercial center for the state, but
it still does not attract a great many tourists. (Davis,
1964' p. 500).
Anastasia Island at the Close of the Century
In the late 1880's, the property owners on
Anastasia Island began catering to tourists, renting
beach cottages and providing food and other related
services.

One of these property owners was Albert Lewis,

who purchased the 'Octagon House' from the Lighthouse
Service and rented it along with four other houses to

88

tourists and government employees.

Several other owners

rented houses on the Island at this time.
A regular ferry service was instituted in 1890
between St. Augustine and Anastasia Island to carry
tourists and residents to and from the Island.

Up to

this time the only access to the Island was by rented
or private boat.

A steam driven trolley was also com-

pleted on Anastasia Island in 1890.

This trolley ran

from the ferry landing to the beach in front of the
lighthouse, providing transportation to the inhabited
part of the Island.
In the late 1880's and the early 1890's St.
Augustine experienced the beginnings of her first tourist boom.

This boom lasted until 1928 when the stock

market crashed and the depression began.
Summary
In the first half of the American Period, Anastasia Island effectively changed from an agricultural
area to an urban area.

The Rodriquez and Sanchez

Grants changed hands several times and eventually the
Rodriquez Grant was subdivided in 1885.
Agriculture was reduced on the Island to two
small farms and a number of backyard plots.

The tourist
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industry at this time began to bloom in earnest.

This

period also saw the rise of Jacksonville as the major
trading center of northeast Florida, the Civil War,
and the coming of the Flagler hotel and railroad empire.
The opening of the Florida East Coast Railroad and the
opening of the Florida East Coast Hotel chain were the
major events that opened Florida to the northern tourists and the land developers.

Once the developers

started to work, Florida became the winter playground
for the industrial northeastern United States. (Tebeau,
1971, pp. 284-287).

CHAPTER VII
SETTLEMENT AND URBANIZATION ON ANASTASIA ISLAND
IN THE LATTER PART OF THE AMERICAN PERIOD
1900 TO PRESENT
Introduction
Anastasia Island has sustained the greatest
part of its development in the latter part of the
American Period.

In this period the Island has experi-

enced urbanization, the building of roads and bridges,
the depression, World War II, the development of parks
and recreation areas, and the blossoming of its second
and largest tourist boom.
The urbanization has occurred mainly on the
northern end of the Island with the development of Lighthouse Park and Davis Shores, and along the east coast
with the growth of St. Augustine Beach and Crescent
Beach.

The Bridge of Lions, Crescent Beach Bridge

and the Matanzas Inlet Bridge have provided access to
Anastasia Island from the mainland.

This period has

also seen the building and completion of U.S. AlA and
the planning of a new access bridge from St. Augustine
to the Island.

Two state parks, a community park, a
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national monument, and half a dozen private camping
areas have been developed on Anastasia Island during
this period.

At this time there are also plans for a

national cultural park to be located on the Island.
This period has also seen the departure of the
railroad shops and much of the shrimping fleet from the
area; these two industries supported a large part of
St. Augustine's population.

Fortunately for the area,

the tourist boom has provided jobs for many of those
left unemployed by the departure of these two industries.
The First Two Decades of the 1900's
At the turn of the century, there was one residential community on Anastasia Island.

This settlement

was located on the old Rodriquez Grant, which had been
subdivided in 1885.

This area is known today as Light-

house Park because of its proximity to the lighthouse.
Lighthouse Park housed the government personnel
stationed on Anastasia Island.

These men were associated

with the lighthouse, the Navy Wireless Station, and
the U. S. Postal Service.

This community also housed

two retirees, a laundress, two trolley car engineers,
a trolley car conductor, a restauranteer, two farmers,
a laborer, and the clerk at the Alligator Farm. (Record
Company, 1906, p. 65).
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Lighthouse Park may have been the first racially integrated community in the south, because among this
diverse group were two negro families.
Lighthouse Park also housed its share of the
tourist trade of that time.

Most of the tourists

visited the Island in the summer, renting cottages
on the beach.

These tourists came to swim, fish, and

gather sea shells, which were abundant at this time.
Crescent Beach was established around 1905 and
was the second residential area to form on Anastasia
Island.

This settlement is located on the east coast

of the Island, directly across the Matanzas River from
Murat Point.

Crescent Beach serves mainly as a summer

residence for the people who live in Palatka, Gainesville, and points in between.

These people are primarily

the owners of pulp mills and lumbering companies, potato
farmers and beef ranchers, college professors, and
artists.

Crescent Beach was also a favored tourist

haven for northern visitors in the winter months. (Record
Company, 1906, p. 65).

Today it is one of the favorite

beaches of the college students studying at the University of Florida in Gainesville.
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The· Bridges, Davis Sho'r es and the
Depression 1905 -

19~0

The Bridges
In 1900 St. Johns Electric Car Company took over
the operation of the trolley system on the Island as
well as the ferry service.

This company built a wooden

causeway across the Matanzas River in 1905 to connect
the trolley system on the Island with the one in town.
This was the first bridge built to connect Anastasia
Island to the mainland.
In 1908 the trolley system was extended five
miles beyond the beach in front of the lighthouse.

It

may also be safely assumed that the Island had electric
service by this date because St. Augustine is recorded
to have had electric lights in 1908. (St. Augustine
Record, 1908, p. 5).

There was also a pavillion at

South Beach (St. Augustine Beach) by 1908, which provided dressing rooms and other equipment necessary for
a pleasant day at the beach. (St. Augustine Record,
1908, p. 25).

The coquina roads that were present on

the Island at this date were lined with oaks, cedars,
palms, Magnolias, ferns, and the wild Scuppernong Grape.
The Island's shorelines were abundant with oysters and
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fish, while game was plentiful in the wooded areas. (Record Company, 1906, p. 66).
In 1924 the Bridge of Lions was begun.

This

bridge was constructed to replace the original wooden
causeway and eventually cost the City of St, Augustine
over a million dollars.

The bridge was built of con-

crete and steel and was designed to compliment the
Spanish architecture of St. Augustine.

Two marble

lions were donated by Dr. Andrew Anderson to be placed
at the foot of the bridge.

These lions were to symbol-

ize the coat-of-arms of the province of Leon in Spain
which was the birthplace of Ponce de Leon,

This bridge

was officially opened on April 7, 1927. (St. Augustine
Historical Society, 1927).
In 1927 two other bridges were built to provide
access to Anastasia Island.

The first one was the Matan-

zas Inlet Toll Bridge, which was constructed to span
the Matanzas Inlet and connect Anastasia Island with
Summer Haven.

This structure was of wood and was

replaced by a concrete and steel structure in the 1950's.
The second bridge was constructed to connect Crescent
Beach with the mainland.

This bridge was the only one

of the three to be financed by a public bond issue, the
others being privately financed.

This structure was also
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wooden and as yet has not been replaced although the
need is great.
The private financing of the Bridge of Lions
and the Matanzas Inlet Toll Bridge indicates to some
degree the prosperity enjoyed by this area in the 1920's.
Florida, in the 1920's, was enjoying a land boom which
resulted from runaway inflation and the improvement
in transportation which allowed the population at large
a greater ease of movement.
Davis Shores and the Depression
D. P. Davis came to St. Augustine in 1925 in
hopes of repeating his previous real estate success
in Tampa.

He bought a tract of marsh land on the

North Point of Anastasia Island, which consisted of
approximately 667 acres.

He proceeded to set up a dredge

in Matanzas Bay and began to haul up mud from the bay
bottom to fill in the marsh.

The filling process had

taken longer than he had expected and by mid-1926 he
found himself in financial difficulties.

This was

also the year that the 'bust' began in Florida.

Davis

went on a business trip to Europe in October and when
his ship was two days at sea, he apparently fell overboard and drowned. (Tebeau, 1971, pp. 384-85).

The
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Davis Shores development completed filling operations
in 1927 and the land was divided into 2,668 lots.

These

lots were valued at four hundred dollars apiece, with a
total value of over thirty-eight million dollars.

The

investors of the 1920's lost more than seven million
dollars on their investments and there were not more
than ten homes on Davis Shores in 1930. (Writers Program, 1936, p. 5).
In 1929 the Ocean Shore Boulevard, which later
became U,S. AlA, was completed on Anastasia Island.
This highway began at the Bridge of Lions and stretched
southward along the ocean to the Matanzas Inlet Toll
Bridge.

For the first time there was a road that

ran the whole length of the Island.
During the Prohibition Era of the 1920's, the
marshes of Anastasia Island served as a drop area for
rum-runners.

The whiskey, mainly from the British

West Indies, was unloaded from ships offshore by small
boats.

These small boats passed through the Matanzas

Inlet and dropped their cargo into the marshes along
the Island's west coast.

From these drop points, the

illegal whiskey found its way to the casino at Vilano
Point and various establishments in St, Augustine.
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Fish's Island and various other spots on Anastasia Island supported a group of moonshiners.

The still

on Fishts Island was located on the site of Fish's plantation house.

The moonshiners circulated a variety of

stories concerning old Jesse Fish's ghost, which was
supposed to haunt Fish's Island.

This was done to pre-

vent local children, and for that matter the Island's
adults, from stumbling across their still.

This was one

of the more notorious stills on the Island during the
Prohibition Era.
St. Augustine was luckier than most places
during the Depression of the 1930's because of the
presence of the Florida East Coast Railway repair shop
and the Florida East Coast Hotel Company.

These com-

panies remained active during this period so that jobs
were available.

The people on the Island were poor,

but nature provided fish, oysters, and clams for the
taking.

The youngsters of the Island community often-

times dug clams and oysters to sell to the restaurants
located in town to earn a few pennies spending money.
Many of the properties located on the Island
changed hands several times during this period.

Many

of those who occupy these houses today in Lighthouse
Park obtained them during the Depression.

In 1930,

the County developed a park on land located east of
the lighthouse, and this became Lighthouse Park.

The

land used for the park once belonged to the Lighthouse
Service.

This park was the first park developed on

the Island and has a fishing pier and two tennis courts.
At the end of this period Anastasia Island
had four settled areas:

the Davis Shores area, Light-

house Park, St. Augustine Beach (developed around the
old pavillion), and Crescent Beach. (See Map 12).

Be-

cause Lighthouse Park was the oldest area, it contained
the largest number of families.

The other areas averaged

no more than ten families apiece.
World War II and the Post War Developments
The 1940's
In the first half of the 1940's the United
States was involved in World War II.

The St. Augustine

area sent its share of people off to military service.
The Ponce de Leon Hotel became a Coast Guard indoctrination center and many of the civilians in the population
became air raid wardens, coast watchers, aircraft
spotters, auxiliary firemen, policemen, and emergency
medical personnel.

Research on insecticides took

99

St. Augustine
Beach

MAJOR URBAN AREAS

ON ANASTASIA ISLAND
1930

D.S. - DAVIS SHORES
L.P. - LIGHTHOUSE PARK
-2
Q
. _ __ _ ____.J

,..;

Scale
(Map 12)

Source: St. Aug. Historical Soc.

Crescent
Beach

100

place during the war.

DDT was introduced into the United

States in 1942 and a year later this insecticide was
being produced for use by the military.

"Its residual

qualities made it highly useful for impregnating
clothing and other fabrics to kill lice, mosquitoes,
or other disease-carrying insects."
p. 419).

(Tebeau, 1971,

The use of DDT during the war was the be-

ginning of the mosquito control effort on Anastasia
Island and the St. Augustine area in general.
The new inlet at St. Augustine was also completed during the war.

This development heralded the

great change in the configuration of the Atlantic
coastline of Anastasia Island, which was already
discussed in Chapter V.

The inlet was constructed

originally to stabilize the harbor entrance and make
it more attractive to the shrimping fleet, which was
based in St. Augustine at this time.

In 1949, the

shrimping fleet abandoned St. Augustine for the
new shrimping grounds of the Tortugas and Campeche
Bank, basing their new operations mainly in Key West,
Fort Myers, and Tampa.

The major changes in the

Island during this period occurred in the physical
landscape and were discussed in Chapter V.
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The 1950's
In the 1950ts Davis Shores, again, began to expand
and the choice properties on the north side of the boulevard were sold and developed by the end of this

period~

the remaining properties on the south side of the boulevard are still being developed today.

The vacant lots

that were still available in Lighthouse Park were sold
during this period.

Today the Lighthouse Park area is

a mixture of the old and new as a result of this sporadic
development.
The building boom of the fifties was primarily
located on the Island rather than in or around St. Augustine, itself, as land was and is more available on the
Island.

The changing shape of the Islandts eastern shore-

line made building a risky proposition in the fifties and
this has not changed with time.

The changing shoreline

was precipitated by the cutting of the new inlet in 1940.
The 1960's
The next phase of development occurred in the
late sixties and is still in progress today.

Several

new developments have been constructed south of the lighthouse, west of St. Augustine Beach, and around Crescent
Beach.

Davis Shores and Lighthouse Park have been annexed

by the city of St. Augustine and

St~

Augustine Beach
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became the fourth incorporated area in St. Johns County
in December of 1959.
Two state parks and a national monument were
created on the Island in the sixties.

Frank B. Butler

State Park is located north of Crescent Beach; this land
was donated by a black man, Frank B. Butler, in his
will.

The other state park is Anastasia Island State

Park located between Lighthouse Park and St. Augustine
Beach on AlA.

This park is one of the busiest in the

state and its campgrounds are full from the first of
May until after Labor Day.

Fort Matanzas National Monu-

ment is the newest park development on Anastasia Island.
The fort itself stands on a sand island in the middle
of the Matanzas River, but the park facilities are
located on Anastasia Island.

The residences of the

park personnel are also located on the monument grounds
on Anastasia Island.
The sixties also saw the development of several
private campgrounds on Anastasia Island.

These areas

were primarily built to provide camping facilities for
the people who were unlucky enough to arrive at Anastasia
Island State Park and find it filled to capacity, which
often occurs in the summer months.

These establishments

generally charge a fee equal to that charged by the
state park.

Most of these camping establishments are

located on the Island's east coast between St. Augustine
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Beach and Crescent Beach.
In the 1960's, the United States Congress
passed the National Historic Preservation Act.

This

act states that "historically important sites and the
area considered critical to their settings should be
preserved as a living part of the nation's heritage."
(D.O.T., 1972, p. B-4).

This act provides for the

registering of historic sites for future preservation
and/or development.

The act prevents the federal

government from developing these lands, but puts no
restrictions on state or local governments and private
owners.
There are two areas involved under this act
located on Anastasia Island.

One is the Spanish

Coquina Quarries National Register, which has already
been registered under the act.

The second one is Fish's

Island National Register Nomination, which was nominated
for inclusion under the act in 1969. (D.O.T., 1972, p.
AC-2).
The Spanish Coquina Quarries encompass approximately 4,000 acres, which are in both public and private
ownership.

The public owns approximately two-thirds of

this property, which is located within the boundaries
of Anastasia Island State Park.

The other third of this

property is in private ownership and is presently being
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developed for residential and commercial purposes. (D.O.T.,
1972, pp. 5-6).
The Fish's Island property encloses about 500
acres and is entirely in private ownership.

The State

of Florida is, at the present time, considering the
acquisition of this property as a historic site and
park. (D.O.T., 1972, pp. 5-6).
The 1970's
Spring and summer, 1972 - the residents of
Lighthouse Park effectively blocked the construction
of a condominium on Conch Island by demanding that
a bridge not be built with taxpayers money to connect
Anastasia Island with Conch Island.

Without this

proposed bridge, the developers do not have direct access
to their development site.

The only access, other than

by boat, is through the state park, which would not be
allowed. (Lynn, 1972, p. 1).

The County Commission of

St. Johns County managed to halt the construction of
another condominium south of Crescent Beach because the
builders did not have the proper permits.

If this condo-

minium is allowed to go through to completion, some contend that the first bad storm to hit the coast will
undermine its foundations and cause the building to
collapse.

Tragedies of this sort have repeatedly occurred

on this coast.

The Island is only a quarter of a mile

wide at the point where the condominium is being built
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and it is conceivable that given enough time it would be
possible, once the erosion process is allowed to begin,
for the sea to cut the Island in half. (Powell, 1972,
p. B-2).

(See Figure 2).

St. Johns County now has a

new ordinance which makes it necessary for a builder
to present his plans for development of beach property
to the county commission for approval before work can
begin on any beach project.

This ordinance, it is

hoped, will protect the dunes, which are the first
line of defense against encroachment by the sea.
The seventies have also brought the planned
construction of two new bridges on Anastasia Island.
The first is a replacement bridge for Crescent Beach,
which will supplant the present wooden structure.

This

present bridge was built in 1927 and is near collapse.
The approval for a new bridge by the State Department
of Transportation is coming none too soon.

The replace-

ment bridge is scheduled for completion sometime in 1973.
The second bridge is being planned to provide access
to Anastasia from the city of St. Augustine and to
relieve congestion on the Bridge of Lions.

This bridge

is to span the Matanzas River at Fishts Island.
The Florida Department of Transportation completed
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its required environmental impact study for State Road
312, the Fishfs Island Bridge Project, in April 1972.
The proposed bridge will totally span the river as well
as the marsh lands on either side of the river.

It will

have a vertical clearance from the water of sixty-five
feet and will have to be at least three thousand three
hundred feet in length.

The proposed bridge will be

supported on pilings and no dredging will be allowed
during construction so as to minimize disturbance in
the marsh. (D.O.T., 1972, pp. 2-3).
The major problem which confronted the Department of Transportation in this project was that the
proposed project would have to cross both of the
national register properties located on the Island,
the Spanish Coquina Quarries and Fish's Island.

It was

determined that the corridor that was finally chosen
would cause little damage to these and was the best
alternative for the city of St. Augustine.

The area

of these two national register properties are in private
ownership and the route will not cause destruction,
alteration, or isolation of the attractions on these
properties. (D.O.T., 1972, pp. 8-10).

Plans have been

made to turn the area of Fishts Island into a refuge
or park and allow no other development except the access
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road and the bridge.

It is hoped that this plan will suc-

ceed since Fish's Island is the last remaining untouched
marsh on Anastasia Island.
p. 1).

(St. Augustine Record, 1972,

This marsh is important to the reproduction of

most fish and shellfish and is a buffer against damage
by the ocean.
The boom period for Anastasia Island seems
really to have just begun.

The Island has become a very

popular place for retirement.

It is also a popular

tourist area and seems to become more so with each
passing year.

The United States Department of the

Interior plans, in the near future, to develop a national
cultural park on the Island.

This park will be called

The Florida Frontier Rivers National Cultural Park and
could include both of the National Register properties
as well as much of the remaining marshlands on the
Island.

At the present time, however, the boundaries

have yet to be established by the agencies responsible
for the park's creation. (D.O.T., 1972, Exhibit 1, p. 2).
Summary
In the latest period of the Island's history,
developments have been taking place almost daily.

Anas-

tasia rsland has seen the development of its Spanish Land
grants, development of its homestead act properties, and

109

Fish's Island.

It has seen bridges built to provide

access to its beautiful beaches and the creation of
Davis Shores by D. P. Davis.

The 1940's saw th e cutting

of the new inlet and the facelift that the project
caused.

The sixties and seventies saw the development

of two state parks, a national monument, and plans for
a national cultural park as well as the arrival of
the age of the condominium and the appearance of the
conservationists.

The American Period, so far, has

been a very exciting time in the life of this Island.
(See Map 13).
The city of St. Augustine has also seen many
changes in these years.
and back again.
war boom.

The city went from boom to bust

It has seen the Depression and the post-

It has also watched as the Florida East Coast

Railroad closed its shops and put hundreds out of work.
St. Augustine has seen its grandest hotel become a college
and its tourist industry begin to blossom once again.

The

population of St. Augustine at the beginning of this
period was approximately two thousand people; today the
population is around twelve thousand.

The sea still

is the major hazard in this period as she has been in
all others and she seems to be saying what she has always
said, "Mankind, be respectful of me for I can do great
harm."
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CHAPTER VIII
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Introduction
Anastasia Island poses an interesting problem in
perception.

It was discovered by the Spanish when they

settled St. Augustine in 1565, yet development did not
begin until the late 1880's, some three hundred years
after its discovery.

Although development began in the

1880's, the 1960's brought the first significant urbanization of the Island.
This section will trace the discovery and development of the Island's resources, the recognition of natural
resistances and attempts by man at control, and the
effects of the sequent occupance on the landscape in an
attempt to discover the reasons behind this area's slow
development.
The Natural Resources
Isolation of Site and Situation as a Resource
The Spanish were attracted to northeastern Florida
because of the remoteness of this area from their headquarters in Cuba.

They wanted an outpost at the edge

of their frontier, which at that time was Florida.
111
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edge of their frontier could virtually be considered the
coastline, as they made little effort to penetrate farther
inland.

Indeed, they turned their backs on the land

and faced the sea in order to protect their fleets carrying
wealth to Spain from ports farther south.

The situation

of northeastern Florida, then, was strategically attractive.
In 1565 the Spanish arrived at St. Augustine.
This site was chosen over other possible locations in
northeast Florida because it could be easily defended.
The shifting sand bars at the entrance to the harbor
were perceived by the military-minded Spanish as a
near perfect first-line defense.

The access afforded

by these sand bars was considered poor, but this was
perceived as a resource by the Spanish, who were more
concerned with their enemies getting in than with
getting themselves out of the harbor.

These shifting

sand bars ceased to be a resource when trade became a
vital part of the economy of this area toward the end
of the first Spanish period of settlement.
The artifacts and attitudes left on Anastasia
Island during the first Spanish period helped to maintain the military perception of that Island.

St. Augus-

tine and Anastasia Island maintained their strategic
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military importance because of the role they played in
the Spanish defense system.

Later, in British and early

American times, the locale continued to be perceived as
a military outpost on the frontier.

The situation of

Anastasia Island again became a resource, this time
because it represented the southern limit of effective
control by English-speaking peoples.

This attitude

remained until the 1930ts, when the minor military

opera~

tions which remained on Anastasia Island were moved to
Jacksonville.

The facilities on Anastasia Island had

ceased to be of any great importance long before the move
and one may only assume that inertia maintained the military presence on the Island into the twentieth century.
Jacksonville was favored over St. Augustine as
a military site because it had better port facilities,
being located at the mouth of the St. Johns River and
because Jacksonville had a larger population, which was
better able to supply the military with needed services.
The inertia of the past has finally been broken
and Anastasia Island is no longer isolated,
ment has begun.

Develop-

Conservationists, of course, rue the

day the spell was broken,

The wild state of the Island

in the early 1900's would have been considered by them
to be an advantage or resource rather than an undesir-
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able state which the population at large considered it
to be.
Coquina
Coquina was the next resource to be discovered
and was probably found by the Spanish during the time
St. Augustine was located on Anastasia Island.

Although

the Indians may have known about the c6qtiina, they had
no use for it and, therefore, they did not perceive it
as a resource.

The Spanish did not use the stone until

1600 when they began to construct their powder magazines
from the stone.

In 1671, the Spanish opened an official

quarry on Anastasia Island to acquire the stone for building the Castillo de San Marco (the fort at St. Augustine).
By 1763, all of the important public buildings were constructed of coquina.
The Spanish began using the stone when they needed
a building material that would not burn.

One may suppose

that the coquina was not considered valuable until this
time.

As the Spanish continued to use the stone to

build their magazines, they discovered that it had a
unique property, cannonballs seemed to just bounce off
the stone.

By the time the Spanish discovered this

unique property, they had constructed nine wooden forts

115

on the site of St. Augustine.

These forts were destroyed

by wood rot, fire or enemy attack and, needless to say,
the Spanish were in search of a material that could withstand these sorts of disasters.

The unique coquina

stone seemed to be the answer so they constructed their
fort of it and the Castillo de San Marco still stands on
the banks of the Matanzas River in St. Augustine.
After the arrival of the British in 1763, coquina
ceased to be exploited to the same extent that it had
been in the first Spanish period.
recognized

th~

Although the British

coquina as a resource, one may only

speculate as to the reasons why they chose to virtually
ignore it.

Perhaps the British did not require any

buildings to be constructed and if they did, they may
have either lacked the skill to properly cut the stone
or they may, of course, have preferred easily worked
wood.
The Heston House is the only structure on Anastasia Island, which is presently occupied, that was
constructed of coquina.

This house was built in the

1880ts and was probably the last structure of its size
to be constructed of this stone. · Cbqu'iha structures have
a tendency to be dark and damp inside and this factor
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could also have prevented the British from making use
of it for homes.

Coquina has been used very little

since the first Spanish period.
Today only ten percent of the coquina that remains on Anastasia Island is of building quality and very
little quarrying of the stone is still done.

However,

there is one small quarry still operating on the Island
even though coquina is extremely expensive building
material.

A handhewn fireplace of the stone would

cost $15,000 to construct and building quality rock
sells on the open market for $85 to $100 per cubic
foot. (Powell, 1971, F3).

These prices would make

it virtually impossible to build a house or similar
structure from coquina today.
The apparent change in attitude toward coquina
as a building material may stem from reasons such as
style change, loss of technology to work in this
medium, prohibitive labor costs, or exhaustion of
easily attainable supply.

The Moorish architectural

style of the Flagler era did not lend itself to the
use of coquina for anything other than superficial
decoration.

This change in style did cause a decline

in the stone's use.

Another factor in the decline
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or change in attitude toward the stone was possible a
loss of technology or skill needed to quarry the stone.
The master stone cutters passed their skill from father
to son or male heir and if there was no heir, the man's
skill died with him.

A decline in the number of com-

petent stone cutters would cause a decline in coquina
quarrying.

Another factor involved in this change in at-

titude would be the cost of the necessary labor.

Con-

sidering the amount of labor that was necessary to quarry
and transport the stone in the days before the automobile, it's not difficult to imagine the costs involved in
building just one small building out of coquina.

The

Spanish never had to consider the cost of labor as they
invariably used prisoners or Indians to do the hauling
and lifting required in the quarrying of coquina.

The

British, and later the Americans, had to consider the
labor problem, however, and they may have viewed the
stone as too costly to use in construction for this
reason.

Finally, the Spanish may have exhausted the

supply of easily obtainable stone before the end of
their first period of settlement and this could account
for the change in attitude.

This is unlikely, however,

because coquina, unlike coal, is quarried in layers.

1~

As each layer of stone is removed, more coquina is
revealed below since the whole island is formed of
coquina.

Of course, not all of the coquina that is

quarried is of building quality and more often than not
the stone that is quarried today is used for decorating
gardens instead of construction.

It may be safely assumed

that the change in attitude toward coquina was probably
due to style change, loss of technology, and labor
costs, rather than exhaustion of the resource because
coquina is still comparatively easily obtained.
Agriculture
Agriculture did not come to Anastasia Island
until the arrival of Jesse Fish in the middle 1700's.
The Indians in the area hunted and gathered food in the
winter and planted corn in the summer.

They never

settled Anastasia Island, however, because it lacked a
surface supply of fresh water.

The Indians, at that

time, lacked the technology for digging wells.
The Spanish, on the other hand, may have ignored
agriculture because the majority were soldiers who are
not usually farmers by nature.

Besides the Spanish

garrison at St. Augustine was supplied with the necessities of life by Cuba.

Agriculture was tried in the
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first years of St. Augustine, or so the local folklore
tells us, but the crops failed repeatedly and the
Spanish finally gave up the venture.

Probably they

saw the land around them as unfruitful and the soil
unsuited to farming.

This failure on the part of the

Spanish to actively stimulate agriculture in this early
period re-enforces the idea that their conception of
Anastasia Island and St. Augustine was one of an isolated outpost, rather than an initial settlement of a
permanent and expanding Spanish presence in Florida.
The agricultural potential of Anastasia Island
was recognized for the first time by Jesse Fish.

Fish

acquired the Island as a Spanish Land Grant for services rendered to the King of Spain.

Fish chose to

occupy that part of Anastasia Island known as Fish's
Island, which is located on the marshy west side of
Anastasia Island and is approximately 500 acres in
size.

Fish built a plantation house and cleared this

area for agriculture.

He planted oranges, dates, olives,

garden vegetables, and cultivated the native grape for
wine.

He used the remainder of Anastasia Island as a

pasture for his horses and cattle.

From the type of

crops planted, it is apparent that Fish knew very little
about agriculture since both the olive and the date
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are unsuited to areas with a high humidity.

Jesse Fish,

of course, may have assumed that because the Island
was sandy like the desert areas where these crops grow
that dates and olives would grow on the Island, too.
The success that Fish experienced with the orange, however, was probably due more to luck than knowledge.
Jesse Fish was not by nature a farmer but due
to the landowning tradition of the British aristocracy
to which he aspired, he seemed determined to turn his
Spanish Land Grant into an English estate.

One can

assume that Fish was more or less successful in this
endeavor; either way, his attempt at agriculture did
mark the beginning of agricultural land settlement in
this area.
After Jesse Fish's death in 1791, the Island
came back into the hands of the Spanish government
with the exception of Fish's Island, which went to
Fish's son and heir.

In 1793, Lorenzo Rodriquez of

Cuba was granted 100 acres on Anastasia Island as a
Land Grant.

In 1804, Francisco X. Sanchez was also

granted land on the Island.

Both of these men used

the Island as pasture for their cattle and hogs.

The

second Spanish period brought with it a shift in attitude toward the land.

The new landowners were granted
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land in an area they had never before seen and were
expected to settle it as a condition of the grants.
This agricultural use of the land in the second Spanish
period apparently reflects a change in the perception
of value of the area in the minds of the Spanish authorities.

No longer was it an isolated settlement but the

headquarters of incipient permanent occupation.
There is no record that formal agriculture was
practiced on the Island between 1840 and 1880.

This

may have been due to a lack of permanent settlements on
the Island.

It seems probable that as the State of

Florida developed, and then with the advent of the
Civil War, the poor soils of this area were overlooked
in favor of the more fertile soils to be found in
other areas.

This would explain the lack of agricul-

ture in this period.
In the late 1880's, there were only two small
farms on the Island.
Rodriquez Grant.

These were located on the old

Both of these farms produced vege-

tables for sale in St. Augustine, but by the 1920's
these farms had disappeared from Anastasia Island.
disappearance of agriculture from the Island by this
date was probably due to the increasing pressure of

The
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developers of residential property, which had begun at
this time.
Marine Biotic Resources
The Indians were the first to recognize and
make use of the marine biotic resources of this area.
The Indians hunted the sea turtle that hauled up on
the beaches to lay its eggs.

They fished for fish and

collected clams and oysters.

These food items made up

a large part of the Indian's diet.
There is no mention of fishing in any form or
turtling again until the 1840's, when Sewell states that
tourists came to St. Augustine to enjoy the fishing and
perhaps participate in an oyster picnic.

One may assume,

however, that the marine resources were exploited to the
limits of the available technology of the time, especially
when food supplies were low.
In the 1920's a new resource was exploited in
this area, the shrimp.

A Sicilian immigrant, Sollecito

Salvador, who brought shrimping to Florida in 1900 moved
to St. Augustine from Fernandina Beach.

He brought the

shrimpers to St. Augustine and made it the shrimping
capital of Florida until 1949.

It was at this time that

the industry was forced to move south because of the
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over-fishing problem in the northeast Florida shrimping
grounds.
Like the coquina, the marine biotic resources
went through a vigorous exploitation stage and a stage
of progressive exhaustion.

The shrimp, turtles, and

other sea life were considered initially to be an
infinite resource and no thought was given to curtailing
the volume of fishing or to protecting the species from
pollution.

The shrimp, for example, were not a resource

before 1920 (lack of technology and lack of demand),
quickly became a resource (introduction of Sicilian
attitudes toward resources) and then progressively it is
ceasing to be a resource because of the high costs of
shrimp fishing relative to the size of the catch.
Today the shrimp are still brought into St.
Augustine by a few shrimpers, but the resource has
never really recovered from the earlier over-fishing
problem.

The oysters, for the most part, are victims

of water pollution, which results from faulty sewage
disposal and the dumping of unwanted wastes into the
marshlands.

The clams have long since become extinct

because of over-harvesting and loss of habitat.

The

sea turtle no longer hauls up on the beaches of the
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Island to lay its eggs because the beach has become too
developed and the turtle has been hunted to near extinction in the Caribbean.

The sport fish are the only

remaining resource as yet unaffected to any great extent by man.
Harbor Resources
To the Spanish who first settled St. Augustine,
Matanzas Bay offered a safe harbor in which to weather
the storms that frequented the coast.

Later, the shrim-

pers perceived the harbor as a good base for their
operations because it was centrally located in relation
to the shrimping grounds.

This advantage changed,

however, when these grounds became over-fished and the
shrimpers had to go farther and farther south to catch
the shrimp.

These conditions, of course, necessitated

the move from St. Augustine.
Today the marina in Matanzas Bay provides
shelter for the wealthy yachtsman and sport fisherman.
Its location on the Intracoastal Waterway encourages
boatmen of all types to visit the area.

The harbor

at St. Augustine was never used by the navy, however,
for they perceived the facilities at Jacksonville to
be superior to those of St. Augustine.

The Coast
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Guard vessel which makes St. Augustine its home serves
the boatman in trouble and is, therefore, an extension
of the area 1 s tourist industry.
The Beach and the Climate as a

R~sour~e

There are very few good climate areas in the
United States where the temperature remains consistantly
pleasant year-round.

These good climate areas would

include southern California, Florida, and Hawaii.

If

one were to restrict these areas still further to
beach areas, only a fraction of a percent of the total
land area of the United States would be suitable as
good climate beach areas.

Anastasia Island's beaches

would fall into this fraction of a percent.

In other

words, one can say that good climate beach areas are
a scarce resource.
In the late 19th century, St. Augustine was the
southern frontier of tourism in the United States, but
later with the coming of the railroad and the developers
the frontier moved south.

With this move south, Palm

Beach and Miami Beach became the winter resort areas
of Florida because they could out-compete St. Augustine
for tourists since they enjoy warmer winter temperatures.
Because of this, St. Augustine has become more oriented
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toward the summer tourist.
Isolation was the major reason that Anastasia
Island remained undeveloped for tourism for so long.
The Island was not only isolated from St. Augustine,
but St. Augustine was isolated from the population areas
of the north.

Before the arrival of Henry Flagler,

the only access to St. Augustine from these population
areas was by ship.

Henry Flagler is credited with

connecting St. Augustine, via the railroad, with the
north.

He is also credited with making St. Augustine

a resort area for the very rich.

Therefore, the

early tourism of St. Augustine was geared to the elite
and the beaches of Anastasia were a resource only to
the wealthy.

This situation remained until the middle

of the twentieth century.

The change of status occurred

with the advent of the inexpensive family car, the
motel, and later the family campground.

These develop-

ments afforded more people the opportunity to spend
their vacations on the beach under the bright Florida
sun.
Permanent settlement was delayed on Anastasia
Island, as compared to St. Augustine and Jacksonville,
until the 1880's. The Island's isolation from the main-
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land was for the most part responsible for the delay.
The Island has experienced booms in settlement when the
nation is experiencing good times and this has been
especially true since World War II.
The 1960's and the 1970's have seen the most
rapid development and this is due to a great extent
to the general rise in settlement in the good climate
areas of the United States.

Several factors can be

related to this rapid development on Anastasia Island.
No doubt, the historical attractions of the area,
which include the pseudo-historical styles of the 1880's ,
are responsible for attracting a number of people to
the area.

The area's climate has also helped to attract

residents to the area.

In the last few years, there

has been a significant increase in the number of middleclass people retiring to this area, especially since
refrigerated air conditioning has become available at
reasonable prices.
Inexpensive land in abundance and lax building
codes have contributed to the rapid expansion of the
Island's residential areas.

Recently, however, land

speculation has begun to occur on the Island and as
a result, the price of land has risen dramatically.
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Needless to say, the would-be developer finds little
inexpensive land on the Island now.

The lax building

codes, on the other hand, are likely to remain.

This

is insured by the conservative nature of the County
Commission.

These people are aware that a storm

hazard exists, but because hurricanes occur so infrequently here, they perceive strict building codes as
unnecessary.
Marshlands as a Resource
As man learns more and more about his environment, he begins to perceive resources that did not
exist for him previously.

The marshes of Anastasia

Island fall into this category of resources.

The

marshes, one discovers after some study, serve many
purposes which include providing nursery grounds for
fish, feeding grounds for birds and other wildlife,
and a habitat for most types of shellfish.

These

marshlands also serve as buffers against ocean flooding
and other storm related damages.

They provide areas

for scientific study, especially in ecology.

The

conservationist, therefore, has grounds for considering them a vital resource.

The general public, however,

continues to view this land as useless unless it is
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filled in and 'developed.

1

The Natural Resistances and Hazards
As man has become more aware of his environment, he has begun to see more hazards and to discern
more factors in the physical environment which he considers hinderances to development.

Culture, however,

is still the determining factor in what is actually perceived.
Storms
To the first Spaniards, the storms that frequented the coasts of North America were a major hazard.
However, the storms were a hazard that they were familiar
with and with which they could cope.

These storms, both

the frequent northeaster and the infrequent hurricanes,
are still a hazard on these coasts.

Man still cannot

control them; he can only wait them out.
Storms are perhaps an unmeasurable deterrent
to development.

When they strike, storms create a

splash in the media and the results may be stricter
building codes and higher insurance rates.

Some storms,

such as hurricanes, may also dissuade some people from
buying homes or retiring to an area.

Storms may make

Florida a less favored place for settlement than per-
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haps Arizona, but there is no way this can be determined
for certain.

Storms, however, do contribute directly

to the effects of other hazards, such as flooding and
erosion.
Flooding
Flooding is a familiar hazard to the residents
of St. Augustine.

The town was built on a marsh, which

makes it a low-lying area.

From Spanish times to the

present, the town has been protected to some extent by
a sea wall, which runs from the fort south to the edge
of town.

However, this sea wall offers only minimal

protection from the sea since any tide five feet or more
above normal will flood the town.
Anastasia Island acted as an effective barrier
between the town and the sea for years, that is until
the development of the new inlet in 1940.

For the

first time the sea had direct access to the town through
this inlet.

Anastasia Island, on the other hand, is

not subject to frequent flooding because it is located
on higher ground.

The only significant flood hazard

on the Island exists where the marshes have been filled
in and development has taken place, such as Davis Shores.
Because flooding is not a frequent occurrence on the
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Island, the high ground would be considered a resource,
except for the fact that people in the area do not
recognize it as such.

The high ground is, therefore,

a resource only to a few who understand the physiographic
complexities of the region.
Beach Erosion and Harbor Siltation
The erosion that occurs on the beaches of Anastasia Island is a natural part of the process of island
building.

It is only considered a hazard when man

or his artifacts become endangered.
The erosion process was first mentioned by the
Spanish when they moved their settlement to the Island.
It seems the Spanish built their first fort on the Island
too close to the water and the ocean removed it, thus
requiring them to build a new one.

The next mention of

the erosion problem was in the 1870's when the 'old
Spanish Lighthouse' was in danger of collapse because of
it.

The 'old Spanish Lighthouse' was built by the

Spanish a quarter of a mile inland from the beach in
1693.

By 1880, the lighthouse collapsed into the sea

because the beach had eroded away.
The shifting sand bars at the harbor entrance,
which the first Spaniards prized for defense reasons,
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were later considered a hazard to shipping.

These

shifting sand bars were a part of the beach building
process, a long chain of islands that nourish the
beaches south of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina.

Unfor-

tunately, the bars at St. Augustine shifted with every
change in current, every storm, and at times with the
changing of the tides.

The lighthouse keeper and

the pilot boat operators stationed on Anastasia Island
had to go out and determine the new channel location
after every change in the weather.

Dozens of ships

were wrecked on the bars and no ship dared attempt to
enter the harbor just before, during, or right after a
storm because there was no predicting where the shipping
channel might be located.

The bars remained a real

hazard to ships until 1940 when the artificial inlet was
constructed.

At present the new inlet is not a hazard;

however, only expensive dredging keeps it out of this
category.
In 1888, the United States government made the
first attempt at controlling the erosion problem, which
amounted to trying to control the natural flow of sand
down the east coast of the United States.

The United

States Army Corps of Engineers was asked to do this
job of erosion control.

They accomplished their task
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by constructing two groins, one on Anastasia Island
and one on North Point across the entrance from the
Island.

This succeeded in slowing down the process,

but it did not halt it.
In 1938, the Army Corps of Engineers was again
asked to try and solve the problem of the shifting
bars at the harbor entrance.

These bars then posed a

problem to the shrimping fleet based at St. Augustine.
Actually, St. Augustine was afraid of loosing the fleet
to a port farther south and in order to keep the shrimpers in St. Augustine, the city fathers offered to
improve the harbor.
The Army Corps of Engineers suggested a new,
artificial inlet through North Point.

The city fathers

gave their consent and the new inlet was completed in
May, 1940.

Two new groins were built on either side of

the new inlet to keep it open.

This drastic measure

may have solved the problem of the shifting @ andbar ~
but, unfortunately, it has resulted in more drastic
erosional changes on the shoreline than the Island
had previously experienced.
Beach erosion on Anastasia Island is now perceived as one of the major problems in St. Johns County.
The homes that have been built on the beachfront in the
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last ten years are in the $20,000 - $30,000 price range.
Last winter a mild northeaster resulted in twenty-five
or more of these homes being placed in danger of collapse
as the earth washed out from under them.

Erosion on

Anastasia Island is an ongoing process which probably
was recognized by the settlers since Spanish times.

How-

ever, it did not become a hazard until man had something
to lose as a result of it.

When the dunes were not per-

ceived as being sites for permanent construction, erosion was a neutral factor and did not influence attitudes or behavior; when houses began being built, the
perception of a potential hazard developed in the minds
of their owners.

Apparently the beach site for building

is still considered more of an advantageous than a
hazardous location for building since new plans for
construction are being proposed today.

The attempts

to provide a suitable channel for shipping apparently
accelerated the erosion of the beaches.

It seems that

when man finally perceives a danger to himself or his
artifacts, he begins to tinker with the situation
and inevitably makes it worse and increases the magnitude of the hazard.
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Mosquitoes
Although the mosquito can be a threat to human
life where he occurs in great numbers or in diseaseridden areas, he is perhaps more a nuisance than
an actual hazard.
Mosquitoes have always been abundant on Anastasia Island as far as it can be determined.

This is

due, no doubt, to the abundance of breeding places.
The marshes and abandoned

coqu~na

pits, which collect

rainwater, provide excellent places for these insects
to reproduce.
Mosquito control began on the Island during
World War II, after the use of the insecticide DDT
was introduced in this country.

Despite the use of

insecticides such as DDT, which are often combined
with other control methods, mosquitoes still occur
on the Island and one does not find it pleasant out
of doors after sunset in the summertime.
Isolation
Isolation, in terms of site and situation, can
be a hindrance to development even though the Spanish
at one time considered it a resource.

Isolation became

a hazard even to them when their supply ships failed
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to return from Cuba, which often happened.

At these

times, the Spanish found that St. Augustine was located
too far away from Cuba, its umbilical cord to the
mother country, Spain.
The British and later the Americans also found
themselves in some uncomfortable situations because of the
area's isolation; these situations occurred at the time
of Indian hostilities or epidemics of disease.

At

these times civilization seemed to be too far away.
These same feelings prevail on any frontier at times
of great personal danger and seem to be part of the
psychology of the frontier.
Conclus~ons

Anastasia Island's anomalous development would
seem to be the result of relying on past perceptions
and the interference of hindering circumstances.

As

Gilbert White has said in his article "The Choice of
Use in Resource Management," (White, 1961, pp. 23-40),
no matter how many alternatives one presents to the
resource user, he often continues to do what he has
always done -affirm the past.

It is felt that this

tendency of man's to look to the past is part of the
answer to this Island's delayed development.

137

Anastasia Island was seen by the Spanish as
a military outpost in their total defense system and,
therefore, unsuitable for any type of colonial development.

This military perception of the Island remained

until the 1930's because of the presence of the lighthouse and the coquina quarries.

These played a signi-

ficant part in the maintenance of the Spanish defense
system.

This perception of the Island finally ceased

when military operations were moved to Jacksonville.
The agricultural perception of the Island began in the
mid-1700's when Jesse Fish began to farm the area.
This attitude persisted until 1920 when the last farms
were squeezed out by urban development.
The Island began to be perceived as an urban
place in 1885.

The circumstances surrounding the in-

ception of this particular view were the tourist boom
created by Henry Flagler and the requirement of the
United States government that personnel stationed at
the Island also live there.

The urban perception was

helped along by the improvement in access which resulted
when bridges were built to the Island between 1905
and 1928.

Despite all of these helpful circumstances,

the Island still did not become a significant urban
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area until the 1960's.

Between 1885 and 1920, the

military perception which had persisted from Spanish
times was probably responsible for the attitude that prevailed in St. Augustine toward the Island.

St. Augus-

tine believed that while Anastasia Island was a nice
place to visit, it was not for permanent settlement.
In fact, the only people who lived there were those
who were required to and retirees from the north who
were not aware of the prevailing perception or possibly
retained another perception of the Island.

Nonetheless,

the first link to St. Augustine was constructed at
this time - the causeway and later the Bridge of Lions.
Change was in the wind in the 1920's.

It be-

gan with Davis and his development, Davis Shores.

People

began to view Anastasia Island as a posh resort area.
However, with the collapse of the Florida land boom and
Davis' failure to complete his development, people in
the area slipped back into their old perception of the
Island.

The depression of the 1930's did nothing to

help change this attitude.
With the arrival of the 1950's, development on
the Island began in earnest.

Part of the reason for

this new surge of development was an increase in population after years of stagnation or slow growth.

Be-
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cause of this increase in population, St. Augustine
was expanding and it seemed only logical to cross
the bridge and begin developing the Island.

This

was the situation that finally changed the area's perception of the Island.

In recent years the mass media

have been responsible for planting in our minds the ideas
that have made island living so desirable:

access to

beautiful beaches, cool sea breezes, the healthy tanned
look, the condominium living, fishing off your own
back porch, and many more.

Because of the good job

done by the mass media, Anastasia Island is developing
at an incredible rate.

In the final analysis, this

rapid development may not be the blessing that the people of St. Augustine now perceive it to be.
If a key to the future of Anastasia Island's
development had to be produced, this key would be the
sea.

The sea has provided well for the Island as is

evidenced by the marine resources, the beaches,
the shell rock coquina (which made the Island famous),
and the Island itself.
the sea.

These have all been gifts from

Of course, the sea also represents the only

real hazard to the Island's development.

The sea could

eventually reclaim all of man's artifacts on the Island:
his homes, his tourist facilities, and the beach.
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These are the attractions which bring the tourist to
this area and the tourist is the major component in
St. Augustine's economy.
Man has to become aware of the limitations of
this environment, the resource of Anastasia Island, and
plan it accordingly.

Unfortunately, it is all too plain

that man seldom plans his environment, but rather he
reacts to the various crises within it as they occur.
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