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In recent years, U.S. society has 
undergone a huge growth in the 

consciousness and expression of different 
sexualities.  

The study of sexuality is a new field in the 
social sciences, and requires careful 

consideration and subsequent education. 



Sexuality within a given community is intricately 
related to that society’s perceived gender 

roles. 
 

While sexual practices generally follow a set of 
informal constraints based on the male/female 

duality of gender roles, sexuality is not 
necessarily binary, and therefore, cannot have 

a universal history. 



Key Terms 

 Sex: The biological property of being male or 
female. 

 Gender: Socially defined behavior regarded as 
appropriate for the members of each sex. 

 Male/Female: The strictly biological, binary 
identity relating to sex 

 Man/Woman: The socially and culturally 
constructed response to being male or female. 



Key Terms 

 Heterosexual: A person whose sexual orientation is 
toward members of the opposite gender. 

 Homosexual: A person whose sexual orientation is 
toward members of the same gender. 

 Transsexual: An individual whose gender and sexual 
identity does not match the sex that was assigned to 
them at birth.  

 Transgender: An individual whose gender identity does 
not match the sex that was assigned to them at birth. 

 Transvestite: An individual who adopts the dress or 
manner of the opposite sex. 



Background 

 
 Biological sex (male/female) has been 

tied to socially constructed gender roles 
(man/woman). 

 Anthropology brought attention to 
multiple gender societies. 



“Sexed” Hormones 

 Testosterone and estrogen were 
originally considered “proof” of the 
2-sex model. 

 It was later discovered that both 
sexes need both hormones. 



Theories of Gender: Judith Butler 

PERFORMATIVITY:  
“Gender is a kind of imitation for which there is no original.” 

http://www.unb.br/acs/unbagencia/imagens/ag0305-05f8.jpg 



Theories of Gender: Jeffrey Weeks 

“Identity is not a destiny but a choice…These identities 
are not expressions of secret essences.” 

 
“[Sexual identities] are encoded in a complex web of 
social practices—legal, pedagogical, medical, moral, 

and personal.” 

http://andrejkoymasky.com/liv/fam/biow1/week1.jpg 



The Hijras of India 

http://jolo.jmk.su.se/students/global04/other/individual/hijras.jpg 



Sexuality among the Hijras 

 Neither male nor female 
 Process of self-emasculation 
 Symbol of fertility 
 Sacred powers are contingent upon asexuality 

 
 Conflicts within the ever-changing paradigm of 

Indian society as it relates to tolerance for third 
gender roles arise based strictly on religious 
status of hijra communities. 

 

 



The Native American Berdache 

http://www.mc.maricopa.edu/~ladelia/Music%20files/native_american/images/B
erdache%20%20We%20wha)%20%20Zuni%201885.jpg 



Sexuality among the Berdaches 

 Navajo four-gendered society 
 Male and female berdaches called “nadleehs” 
 Sexual relations between gender variants and 

persons of the same sex biologically were a 
result  rather than a cause of gender variance 

 Nadleeh relationships highly valued and 
associated with spiritual powers 

 Gender variant relationships sometimes 
encouraged or recruited 



The Kenyan Female Husband 



Sexuality among Kenyan Female 
Husbands 

 No difference in terminology or ceremony in 
man-woman and woman-woman marriages 

 Sexual relations with male husband, female 
husband, and men outside the household 

 In woman-woman marriage, both women able 
to have sexual relations with men outside the 
household 

 Gives women power over more than their 
children 

 Female “husbands” do not automatically accept 
male gender roles 



The Modern American Hermaphrodite 

http://wilfrid_hoffacker.blog.lemonde.fr/photos/uncatego
rized/mariage_mixte.jpg 



Sexuality and Gender Roles of the 
Hermaphrodite 

 Sexual practices appear to be deviant 
from Western standards of 
heterosexuality 

 Gender roles accompanying sexuality are 
strictly male/female 

 Homophobic reactions towards 
hermaphrodites 

 Able to fit into gender categories, but not 
necessarily the ones with which they 
identify 

 



Conclusion 

 Sexuality is a byproduct of socially 
constructed gender roles in any given 
culture. 

 The gender roles in society, though 
determined, for instance, by sexual 
practices such as heterosexuality, affect 
how “deviant” sexual practices are 
received in any given community. 



Conclusion 

 Because sexuality is conditional upon 
socially constructed and culturally bound 
gender roles, if not altogether arbitrary, 
sexuality cannot have a universal history. 
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