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I.

T HE events now taking place in the capitalist world
are causing natural and justifiable alarm among the

entire international working class, among all working peo
ple, among all honest supporters of liberty and peace.

For a number of years, long before the present outbreak
of fascist brigandage, the Communists warned the masses
of the people of all countries about the far-reaching plans
of aggression of the fascist states.

As far back as 1933, the Communists described the advent
of the German fascists to power as a prelude to wars of
conquest and pillage. In 1935, in a resolution of its Seventh
World Congress, the Communist International declared:

"The adventurist plans of the German fascists are very far
reaching and count on a war of revenge against France, dismem
berment of Czechoslovakia, annexation of Austria, destruction of
the independence of the Baltic states, which they are striving
to convert into a base for attack on the Soviet Union."·

• "The Tasks of the Communist International in Connection
with the Preparation of the Imperialists for a New World War," in
Resolutions of the Seventh Congress of the Communist International,
p. 41, Workers Library Publishers, New York.
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The truth of what the Communists stated has now be
cqme clear to millions of working people. Noone can now
dispute the fact, first, that the fascist aggressors-Germany,
Italy, the military-imperialist clique of Japan-are the chief
incendiaries of war, the brigands who are attacking peace
ful peoples; second, that the fa!Scist aggressors operate with
the tolerance or outright patronage of- the reactionary ele
ments of the bourgeois-democratic states.

Before the eyes of the whole world the fascist brigands
are insolently carrying out their plans of conquest, thrust
ing mankind into a new world imperialist slaughter. The
seizure of Manchuria by the Japanese militarists, the sub
jugation of Ethiopia by Italian fascism, the intervention of
Germany and Italy in Spain, the new invasion of China by
the Japanese army, the annexation of Austria by German
fascism-all these are bloody milestones in the ever-growing
offensive of fascism.

The fact that all these pernicious acts of aggression go
unpunished whets the appetites of the ruling fascist gangs
to the uttermost limits. Having seized hold of Austria,
German fascism is already preparing to fasten its fangs
into the Czechoslovakian Republic.

Through his agency in the Sudeten region, the Henlein
party, Hitler is brazenly provoking internecine war within
Czechoslovakia as a prologue to the blow. He is conspiring
with the Italian, Polish and Hungarian fascists for the
dismemberment of Czechoslovakia.

Having stationed a considerable part of its army in Aus
tria, German fascism is attempting to draw Hungary into
its sphere of influence, is raising its hand against the in
dependence of the Balkan peoples and is striving to trample
Turkey underfoot in order to revive the old plans of _Ger
man imperialism regarding. the strategic Berlin-Bagdad
route.
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At the same time negotiations are in progress between
the German and Polish fascists for the elimination of the
small Baltic states and conversion of their territory into a
base for attack on the Soviet Union. It is intended that
Lithuania be annexed by Poland and that the other Baltic
states be partitioned in such a way as to give Poland the
southern part of Latvia and Germany Danzig, Memel and
a protectorate over Esthonia. According to these plans,
Riga is to be converted into a "free" port, actually into a
city under the heel of fascist Germany.

But the plans of conquest of German fascism do not stop
at this. After the annexation of Austria, Belgium was the
scene of open Nazi demonstrations in Eupen-et-Malmedy,
where a demand was raised for incorporation of these dis
tricts into Germany.

The German fascists are raising the question of '''recti
fying" the frontier with Den~aik. Agents of German fas
cism are lifting their heads in Sweden and Norway. Finland
is swarming with spies and military emissaries from Ger
many. The· disruptive work of· the fascists goes on apace
in Switzerland and Holland.

'*' '*' '*'

The fascist dictators of Germany and Italy are holding a
demonstrative conference in Rome. They are aiming at all
cOSts to crush the heroic struggle of the Spanish people as
the prerequisite for encircling France, {or entrenching
themselves on the Mediterranean and for securing favorable
positions for. the world war they are preparing.

While a treacherbus blockade is· enforced against the
Spanish republic, airplanes and artillery of the Italo-Ger
man interventionists spread death and destruction on a
monstrous scale over the soil of Spain.
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Pa~ticularly shameful in the face of this piratical attack
of the fascist aggressors who directly menace the cause of
world peace, the existence and independen~e of a number
of countries, is the policy pursued by the governments of
the bourgeois-democratic states.

It must be said outright that the British diehards and
the reactionary circles of the same breed in other bourgeois
countries in actuality aid and abet the foul deeds of the
German, Xtalian, and -Japanese robbers. Can there be any
doubt that but for the Tories' policy of toleration, Italian
fascism would never have been able to crush and conquer
Ethiopia? Can there be any doubt tha~ but for the blockade
imposed by them on the Spanish republic, the heroic people
of Spain would long ago have driven the fascist inter
ventionists out of their country; that but for the direct
support of the British Tories, German fascism would
never have resolved on the annexation of Austria? Is it
not clear that resolute action by the great powers against
the Japanese militarists would have rendered impossible
their bandit invasion of China?

All that was needed was for the governments of Britain,
France, and the United States to agree to the proposals
repeatedly made by the Soviet Union regarding joint action~

by the countries interested in the maintenance of peace,
and the fascist aggressors would have been curbed. All
that was neededi was for these governments to refuse credits
and raw materials, to cease to trade with the fascist pirates,
and to make it possible for the Spanish and Chinese people
to acquire arms for the defense of their countries and their
independence. If this had been done, the international
offensive of fascism against the liberty and independence
of the peoples would have been brought to a halt and its
onslaught against world peace averted.

Then the fascist governments, isolated and, as it were,
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politically quarantined, would have stood out before their
own peoples as bankrupts, and the fascist regimes would
have become the objects of a crushing attack of the wrath
and hatred of the masses of the people of their own
countries.

However, instead of such a policy, which completely
tallies as well with the interests of the people of Britain and
France, the British Tories ahd French reactionaries are
arriving at an agreement with the fascist aggressors to
strangle the Spanish people, are betraying Austria and
Czechoslovakia, are making a mere bagatelle of ,the inter
ests and independen,ce of the small peoples, and are striving
to direct the aggression of fascism against the U.S.S.R.,
the great land of socialism, the powerful buttress of the
liberty and peace of the world. They need the fascist dic
tators to play the part of the bloodthirsty gendarmes in the
struggle against the international working class and the
democratic movements of the peoples of the world.

This bloc of British and French reactionaries have the
support of the cowardly hucksters and stock market sharks
who, to save their last cent of profits, would like to buy off
the fascist brigands at the expense of others.

And did the fate of the small peoples, the fate of Eu
rope, and the fate of world peace depend on these reac
tionary, pro-fascist circles alone, German and Italian fas
cism would undoubtedly have fulfilled their plans of bloody
conquest. But forces exist in the world which are capable
of preventing this, and are in a position to break the back
of fascism once and for all.
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II.

The superficial observer sees only one side of the devel
oping events-the offensive of the fascist aggressors, the pro
fascist sections of the bourgeoisie of other countries bowing
and scraping before them, and the noise and clatter of the
tub-thumping fascist press.

But in actual fact, there is' another side to these events
the movement of the working class against fascism and war
is on the upsurge, the indignation of the masses of the peo
ple again~t the policy of toleration is gathering strength,
the peoples threatened by fascist aggression are on the move,
and the anti-fascist forces are closing their ranks in the
various countries and on an international scale.

Thus two. opposite processes of development of inter
nati'onal events are taking place. \,yhereas the reactionary
dominant capitalist circles of the countries of bourgeois
democracy are inclined more and more toward a deal with
the fascist aggressors and toward the application of a pro
fascist policy at home, the forces of the struggle against war
and fascism are growing throughout the world.

For almost two years the Spanish people have been wag
ing a supremely heroic struggle against the coalition of the
forces of fascist intervention. Every aggravation of this
intervention gives rise to a new wave of national enthusiasm
in Spain, to the consolidation of the People's Front, which
is demonstrating its unbending will to carry the struggle
to a victorious conclusion.

Rallied together in a united national front, the great
Chinese people are displaying exemplary steadfastness,
courage and fighting ability in the struggle against the in-
solent Japanese invaders. .

Each new act of aggression by the fascists arouses among
the working class and the wide masses. of the people the de
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sire to hasten the establishment of a united People's Front
of struggle against fascism arid war.

The annexation of Austria evoked a mighty wave of wide
spread mobilization of the Czechoslovakian people against
German fascism, which now directly threatens the integrity
and independence of the Czechoslovakian Republic.

The fate of Austria has also given rise to extreme alarm
among the Balkan peoples; who have no desire to become
victims of the inroads of Gerinan fascism in the Balkans.
They have no desire to lose their independence as a state,
to fall into economic servitude to the fascist conquerors
and to allow their countries to be transformed into a high
way to Bagdad.

The occupation of Austria has aroused indignation
among wide sections of the public of the United States of
America. It has also opened the eyes of those sections of
the people in Britain who were formerly quite indifferent to
fascist, aggression. The increasing opposition to the policy
of the British government has assumed huge proportions.
A widespread movement has begun in Britain in favor .of
establishment of an anti-fascist People's Front.

In the fascist countries themselves, despite the bloody
terror, and beneath the apparent stability of the fascist ,re
gime, the anti-fascist forces are growing, opposition to fas
cist aggression and to the kindling of new imperialist wars
is on the increase. These forces still lack the requisite
solidarity and organization to come out more openly. :But
thousands of underground rivulets of discontent and; in
dignation against the fascist dictatorships are ·sapping the
foundations of the rule of fascism.

The working class-the master of the fate of millions
has not yet said its final word. Nor have the peoples, who
desire neither fascism nor war.
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III.
All this goes to show that even at the present stage of

growing' aggression of the fascist states, it is still not too
late to thwart the bloodthirsty plans of fascism. The fascist
warmongers can still be straitjacketed.

What does this require?
First, the fascist aggressors must be isolated international

ly. They must be deprived of fire and water. The time has
come at last to understand that the fascist aggressor uses
every concession only for new, foul blows.

A firm policy of isolating the fascist aggressors in the
international scale presupposes the application of resolute
measures in each separate country to curb those reactionary
fo'rces which betray the interests of their own people and
support the plans of conquest of German and Italian fas
cism and the Japanese militarists.

Second, a consistent peace policy must be put into effect
by all the states interested in the maintenance of peace.
All states calling themselves civilized must honor the inter
national obligations they have undertaken. An effective
policy of collective security must be put into effect by em
ploying the instrument of sanctions, economic, political and
of other types, against the aggressors. The application of
such sanctions against the fascist gov.ernments of Germany
and Italy which have attacked the Spanish people, and
against the fascist militarists of Japan, who have invaded
China, is an imperative necessity.

Third, united action by the international proletariat
must be undertaken both as regards immediate struggle

. against the' aggression of the fascist states and as regards
pressure on the governments of these bourgeois-democratic
states to insure that these governments pursue a firm policy
towards the aggressors. The best way to conduct a success-
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ful struggle against the international aggression of fascism
is by uniting the forces of the workers on an international
scale. But to achieve such international united working
class action, it is necessary to break the resistance to this
unity on the part of the reactionary leaders of the Socialist
International and the International Federation of Trade
Unions, like the Citrines.

In its effort to bring about united action of the prole
tariat on an international scale, the Executive Committee
of the Communist International in its May Day mani
festo renewed the proposal repeatedly made on previous
occasions to the Socialist International and the Interna
tional Federation of Trade Unions to establish an interna
tional united working class front.

In the face of the tense international situation, and con
scious of the enormous responsibility that lies on the work
ing class, the Communist International is ready to support
any honest initiative, whatever its source, as long as it assists
in bringing about united action by the working class.

Of special significance at the present time would be joint
action by the working class organizations of Britain and
France in defense of the peoples subjected to fascist attack.
Such joint action by the proletariat of two of the most im
portant countries in Europe would,· even though it were of
a partial character, give a mighty impulse to the successful
development of united action by the whole of the inter
national working class.

Fourth, a firm, indissoluble alliance must be established
betw.een a. united international working class and the great
Soviet people. This people, trained by the mighty Party of
Lenin and Stalin in the spirit of proletarian international
ism, is· the most consistent and resolute fighter against
fascism.

By crushing the Trotskyist-Bukharinist gang of spies,
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diversionists and murderers who strove to bring about the
restoration of capitalism in the U.S.S.R., the' dismember
ment of the land of Soviets, the enslavement of its peoples
by the fascist states, the great Soviet people not only
strengthened the cause of socialism, the defensive power of
the U.S.S.R., but also rendered an inestimable service to the
cause of peace and liberty, to the cause of the unity of
the international working class. Strong in the gigantic scope

·of its socialist construction, in the high fighting capacity of
its Red Army, in its moral and political unity, the Soviet
people-rallied around the Communist Party, the Soviet
government and Comrade Stalin, leader of the working
people-is a powerful support for the workers of the whole
world.

United with the working class of the land of Soviets) the
working class of the capitalist countries is invincible. And
this power will be all the greater, the stronger and closer
are the bo"nds of international solidarity linking the work
ing class of the capitalist countries to the working class of
the land of socialism.

"The international proletarian ties," says Comrade Stalin,
"between the working class of the U.S.S.R. and the working class
in the bourgeois countries must be increased and strengthened;
the political assistance of the working class in the bourgeois coun
tries for the working class of our country must be organized in
the event of a military attack on our country; and also every
assistance of the working class of our country for the working
class in the bourgeois countries must be organized." ""

Let these splendid words become food for thought for
every proletarian, for every honest fighter against fascism

"" Joseph Stalin, A Letter to Ivanov, p. 13, International Publishers,
New York.



and war. Let them become the flesh and blood of the in
ternational labor movem~nt.

In the unswerving and resolute fulfillment of this prin
ciple of Stalin's lies the guarantee of the victory of the
international proletariat.
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