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SWASTIKA OVER GERMANY
CHAPTER I.

"'Tis the time's plague,
W hen madmen lead the blind."

-Shakespeare.

The Weimar republic is dead. The imperial tri-color and
the Swastika wave in triumph over Germany and hold out to
the destitute masses the glamorous promise of a better day.
Indescribable misery and privation stalk like ghosts over the
German land. Germany is putting up its last fight against
the strangling world crisis. More than 6,000,000 workers
and their dependents, approximately 40 per cent of the
population, look without hope for work and bread.

The iron heel of Fascism weighs heavily upon the German
people. Terror, oppression and intimidation seal the lips of
the bravest. Workers are crushed; their organizations are
smashed; their press is gagged. Thousands of Socialists and
Communists are in prison and in the concentration camps.
Bourgeois Republicans are being discharged from their posts
on the specious charge of radicalism and "Marxism." The
last semblance of legal rights has disappeared under the
mad rage of the Fascist, Brown Shirt gangs. The German.
Jews, an integral part of German culture and German
achievement, after being subjected to many bloody assaults,
have fallen victim to extraordinary and cold-blooded meas
ures of economic destruction. Waves of indignation sweep
over the world. The Germany of today, under the unlimited
and omnipotent dictatorship of Adolf Hitler and his accom
plices, is under a shroud.

The Reichstag election of March S, 1933 capped the cli
max. The N azi.Bourgeois Reichstag coalition, in whose name
one of the greatest crimes in post-war European history
has been committed, rendered itself politically impotent as
soon as it furnished the parliamentary majority that was
de facto not necessary, yet tactically desirable. This election
was the ninth since the establishment of the Weimar Repub
lic. In the fourteen years of the life of the republic no
Reichstag lasted out its full term of four years. Only during
eight years of German post-war history were there no elec-
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tions. On the other hand there were two in 1924, and two
in 1932. othing throws more light on the difficulties of
German parliamentary democracy, bedevilled by the growth
of radical anti-parliamentary parties, than the continual
shortening of the intervals between Reichstag elections.
Within the last twelve months there were three: July 1932,
November 1932, and March 1933. This marks the acme of
political activity. Three elections within the short space of
seven months! The period of parliamentarism and the prac
tical experiment in democracy which was inaugurated after
the collapse of the Hohenzollern empire in 1918 is for the
moment at an end. The March election was not needed to
demonstrate that the ballot has ceased to be an effective
weapon in the struggle for political power in Germany. Did
not the present rulers themselves insist on every conceivable
occasion for weeks that, no matter what the outcome of the
election, they would not voluntarily surrender state power?

The Hitler-Hugenberg-Papen Government did not find
it necessary to put these words to the test. The election gave
them a clear majority of 51.7 per cent of the total vote cast,
and 340 seats out of a total of 647 in the Reichstag.

By unscrupulous propaganda which reached its dramatic
climax in the burning of the Reichstag building a few days
before the elections, the Hitler National Socialist movement
succeeded in mobilizing four million of the so-called stay-at
home voters against the luridly pictured. danger of "Marx
ism"and Communism. Significantly these four million votes
of German Babbittry startled out of its pleasant slumbers fell
to Hitler, a circumstance that should give every unpreju
diced observer of this election campaign, during which the
opposition was hampered at every turn and finally suppressed
-food for thought.

Hitler's Nazi Party alone controls 43.9 per cent of the
votes cast, and 288 seats in the Reichstag. Its partner, the
BIack-White-Red battle-front, led by Hugenberg and von
Papen, has 7.8 per cent of the votes and 52 Reichstag seats.
In reality the position of the government is far stronger, as
the votes cast on March 23 for the measure establishing the
Dictatorship have shown. This measure was voted for bv
all parties with the exception of the Social Democracy and
of the Communists (who were not allowed to appear).

The following table gives a statistical summary of the
three Reichstag elections of the last year with the corre
sponding composition of the present Reichstag.
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REICHSTAG

--Votes-- ---Seats--- --Per Cent---

March 5 Nov. 6 July 31 March 5 Nov. 6 July 31 March 5 Nov. 6 July U

1933 1932 1932 1933 1932 1932 1933 1932 1932

National Socialists •• 0 , •• 17,265,823 11,737,015 13,745,780 288 196 230 43.9 33.1 37.3

Social Democrats ••• 0 ••• 0 7,176,505 7,247,959 7,959,712 120 121 133 13.3 20.4 !1.6

Communists .0.0 ••••••••• 4,845,379 5,980,163 6,282,626 81 109 89 12.2 16.9 14.3

en Center ................... 4,423,161 4,230,644 4,589,336 73 70 75 11.1 11.9 12.5

Black-White-Red ..... , 3,132,595 2,959,051 2,186,051 52 52 37 7.8 8.3 5.9

Bavarian Peoples' Party .. 1,072,893 1,095,427 1,192,084 19 20 22 2.7 3.1 3.!

German Peoples' Party .. 432,105 661,794 436,014 8 11 7 1.8 1.9 1.2

Christian Socialists •• 0 •• _ 384,116 403,674 36~,642 8 5 3 0.9 1.2 1.0

State Party .............. 333,4l!7 336,451 371,799 5 2 4 e.8 1.0 1.0

Other Parties '0' ••••••••• 1 7 8 6.5 2.2 2.0



The counter-revolution of the German Babbitt conducted
under the red banners of an avowedly National "Socialism"
is victorious. Today the German democracy, shouted down
and silenced by an hysterical nationalist uproar, lies pros
trate at the feet of its omnipotent enemies. The spokesmen
of the prevailing reaction insist that Marxism has brought
about the misery of Germany, and that democracy and par
liamentarism have failed miserably.

As if Marxism in the truest sense of the word had ever
governed in Germany! As if the class-conscious organized
workers had ever been in a position to mould the fate of
the German nation unhampered by the weight of the sins
of Imperialist Capitalism and of the debacle of the empire!
As if in the short winter months of 1918-19 (the only period
when the Social Democracy really had full power in its
hands) the triumphant allied powers did not stand ready at
any time to fall upon a helpless Germany already bled white!
As if among the German masses, an over-powering desire
that transcended everything, for peace, work and bread and
for a cessation of all that might spell war had not become
evident. As if a Germany, deserted by those gentlemen who
today are ruling again loudly, did not have to be painfully
reconstructed and as if its people and its industry did not
have to be rescued from chaos so that life itself might go on.

On looking backward much in the attitude of the German
Social Democrats in the year 1918 may perhaps be criticized.
They were, it may be, guilty of sins of omission. But one
is tempted to ask, what would have become of a labor gov
ernment which in the face of arrogant victorious enemies
drunk with power, and of a nation completely exhausted, had
tried to realize the postulates of Socialism on a heap of ruins
in the heart of Europe.

To state the question is to answer it.
The fourteen years' history of the Republic offers quite

a different picture than that which its enemies love to paint.
The democratic parliamentary system functioned smoothly
so long as there were in the Reichstag sufficiently strong
forces devoted to the state and to the progressive develop
ment of its powers. Only when the anti-parliamentarian
opposition became overwhelming, did the democracy, now
without adequate backing, fail. This becomes clear when we
examine the division of power in the various Reichstags.
After the elections to the National Assembly which framed
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the constitution, the so-called Weimar coalition, consisting
of the Social Democrats, the Centre, and the Democratic
Party, constituted an adequately firm base for the first coali
tion cabinets. In the elections of 1920 this base shrank
somewhat. The opposition began to grow now on the right
and now on the left, according to the composition of the
governments. After 1924, the Social Democrats became the
opposition. The governments, until then supported by ma
jorities, slowly evolved into minority cabinets, which rose
and fell frequently. The Social Democratic-Bourgeois cab·
inet of Herman Mueller, formed in 1928, was the last gov
ernment which can claim to have had a clear parliamentary
mandate. It was relieved by Bruening, who in spite of all
his parliamentary juggling, could only maintain himself in
power by a variety of "toleration" majorities. When Papen
entered upon his four months' government, he found-a
truly German situation-the whole German parliament
united against him with the exception of the Hugenberg
Nationalists. Schleicher found himself in a similar position,
but was careful enough to evade the Reichstag in the two
months of his government. The Hitler-Hugenberg-Papen
Cabinet also was, according to the composition of the Reich
stag (which was immediately dissolved) a minority govern·
ment, which, however, provided for itself by means of bull
dozing and suppression a majority to sanction its "national
revolution. "

But Adolf Hitler, his lieutenants and political friends, have
insisted year in and year out that "Marxism" had been gov
erning in Germany for fourteen years. With tireless per
sistence they have created the legend that "Marxism" was
to blame for all that has befallen the German people,-for
unemployment, the inflation. the disastrous Versailles Peace
and for all the political blunders of the post-war period.
Nothing would be gained by wasting words on such absurdi·
ties were it not for the fact that this shameless falsification
of historical events took deep root in the German people and
led finally to the 5th of March.

After the first three and one-half months of the revolu
tionary era there was never a Marxist parliamentary ma
jority, either in the Reichstag or in the Federal Govern
ment. Even in the National Assembly of 1919 the Social
Democrats and the Independent Socialists had 44.2 per cent
of the delegates and were opposed by a bourgeois majority of.,



55.8 per cent. Since then the power of the bourgeois elements
including Adolf Hitler's National Socialist German Labor
Party, which parad under Socialist slogans, has steadily
grown. All of which does not prevent Hitler from speaking
of a fourteen-year period of "Marxist" mismanagement.

Other historical facts speak as clearly. The Socialists gov
erned alone only from November 9, 1918 to the day when
the National Convention met in Weimar on February 13.
1919, in all fourteen weeks. The enormous difficulties of
this period need not be emphasized. As participants in coali·
tion governments in which they never controlled the ma
jority, in fact usually only a third of the ministers, the
Social Democrats had partial power in the following periods:
from February 13, 1919, to June 21, 1920-the cabinets of
Scheidemann, Bauer and Herman Mueller, a period of 1 year
and 5 months; from May 10, 1921 to November 22, 1922
the government of Wirth-19 months; from August 13,
1923 to November 30 ,1923-the Stresemann cabinet-31h
months; from June 29, 1928 to March 30, 1930 the cabinet
of Herman Mueller-21 months.

This amounts altogether to a total of 64 months of Social
Democratic participation in the government. Of the 172
months since the fall of the imperial regime 108 months
therefore have seen governments without Social Democratic
participation and at times in vigorous conflict with the Social
Democracy. Tlie German ationalists of Hugenberg who
are part of the present Hitler government, have availed
themselves of the same charges of fourteen years of "Marx·
ist" mismanagement, although for more than three years
they themselves governed the republic under the present
German ambassador in Washington, Dr. Luther, and under
Dr. Marx and von Papen, in coalitions which they dominated.
Thus is modern German history written and dished up to the
German people!

Only 15 of the 88 Reichs Ministers in the past fourteen
years were Social Democrats. The other 73 belonged to the
anti-Marxist bourgeoisie ranging all the way to the extreme
Hugenberg right. Who has directed German industry? Who
has determined its course? The Marxists? No, it was the
friends of Hitler and Hugenberg. Thyssen, Stinnes, Borsig,
Voegler, Otto Wolff, Lahusen, Silverberg, Duisberg and all
the other captains of industry who to·day, in so far as they
have not been crushed by the world depression, are more
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firmly entrenched than ever at the expense of the German
masses.

One would think that these facts would be clear enough to
the minds of the German people, but that is not the case. Of
all the errors that the German Republic committed the most
serious was its utterly incredible and unintelligible mildness
toward its reactionary opponents. The Republic did not
know how to establish itself and its undeniable achievements
firmly in the hearts and the minds of the German people.
Propaganda was to it an unknown art. "Democracy and the
Republic were to speak for themselves." A grandiose ges
ture! But its leaders forgot that the best of intentions and
the greatest of achievements must be interpreted to the
people in words they can understand.

I have already shown how history has been falsified in
Germany in the last few years. The present powers in con
trol of the government have hit upon a procedure which they
use with admirable skill. In primitive formulae intelligible
to everybody they assert that the German people is faring
badly because the revolutionaries of 1918 committed treason,
and because the post-revolutionary 'Marxist' governments
consciously and otherwise have brought the nation to the
edge of an abyss. Not a word about economic forces and the
international crisis. Not a word about the war already hope
lessly lost in the summer of 1918, which left to the heirs of
the broken Hohenzollern empire only a heap of ruins.

On the contrary, the legend goes that the revolutionary
powers of 1918 took over a great state, which they on
"Marxist" and Jewish principles deliberately undermined so
that now it is on the brink of destruction. If in contrast to
this glib "history" which was intended solely to stir up the
resentment of the hopelessly ruined middle classes, one were
to set up a comprehensive picture of reality, the effort would
require a book dealing not alone with 1914 and 1918, but as
thoroughly with the decades that went before.

The great empire created by the Iron Chancellor Bismarck,
in the days of its glory would concede nothing to the idea of a
modern bourgeois state, which is based on the political aware
ness of its citizens. It was Bismarck himself who retarded
the political development of the bourgeoisie and who thus
throttled the mighty empire with his autocratic attitude. The
period of Wilhelm II that followed deepened and strength
ened the antagonisms that divided the country into hostile
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camps. In spite of all the social enlightenment it proposed,
imperial Germany never gave to its laboring people the
simplest political r' hts. The notorious Prussian three class
electoral system was not abolished until after the November
revolution of 1918.

Long before 1918 only the hollow shell of the much
vaunted mighty state still survived. The Socialist People's
Commissaries who on November 9th assumed power, found
in reality only a vast ruin and a people that in its despair and
misery would have accepted any leadership that was offered.
Out of these conditions we can explain many of the inade
quacies of the Republic that appeared later and which were
unjustly laid at the door of the spokesmen of the Weimar
Republic.

But let us not deceive ourselves. The Republican heirs of
the empire started from false premises. Instead of stabiliz
ing their own authority over a people degraded and yearning
for peace; instead of firmly establishing the spirit of the
new democratic regime in the hearts of the ma-sses, who
only yesterday were ruled by an autocracy, they called an
election for a National Assembly on the basis of the broad
est suffrage that the world had seen. They asked a people
still in democratic swaddling clothes to give itself a
new liberal constitution. It is true that the Weimar Consti
tution put the German people on its feet again and that
it proved itself, in the most difficult periods after the war, a
great power for maintaining the unity of the Reich. With its
aid it was possible to preserve the foundations of the state
through all confusion, and even to-day, in the midst of pro
found political uncertainty it is the only anchor for the cen
tripetal forces of the German people.

All this, however, could have been achieved by a determ
ined popular government conducted by the German Labor
Movement,-at least for the first few years of the Republic,
-without plunging the masses, only recently awakened out
of their reactionary dreams, immediately into the maelstrom
of democratic elections. The result of this credulous faith in
democracy was simply that the bankrupt reactionary elements
were given an opportunity to gain a foothold in the new
state with the help of these same democratic rights and with
the assistance of the political ignorance of the petty bour
geoisie, and in time to return to power. Comparison with
the western democracies, with the heirs of the English bour-
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geois will to power, and of the French Revolution a.re futile.
What on the one hand was a tradition clarified by the cen
turies became in Germany a fetish which in the end turned
against the German state itself and obscured the great ques
tion of the use of power for the preservation of democracy
itself.

So much for a realization of the parliamentary and demo
cratic problems of Germany in the post-war era. In reality,
however, the chief questions at issue in the last years and
months were not the widely and meanly advertised "Marx
ian sins." What has been, crnd is still going on in Germany
is the Class War from above; the despairing struggle of a
dying bourgeoisie that sees itself at the end of its resources.

It is not the German working-class alone that has its back
to the wall. This metaphor applies rather to the bourgeoisie,
which realizes its steady decay, in spite of all the blows it is
in these days able to inflict on the free labor unions. We
must evaluate the attempts to restore the former hierarchy
of power in view of these circumstances. It is because it
fears destruction that the bourgeoisie seeks to restore the
old class state, in which a few "leaders" rule, by God's grace
or by virtue of their capital, but in which the masses of the
German people must suffer in silence as in the days before
the war.

History repeats itself. As always, so now too, German
reaction has concealed its intentions behind the phrases of·
Nationalism and Social Reform. But because of the nature
of our times, these phrases have acquired a tinge of Socialism
and proletarianism, as the example of the National "Social
ist" German Labor Party of Adolf Hitler, with its retinue
of princes, industrialists and upper bourgeois, so strikingly
demonstrates. We have again heard talk of a national libera
tion of the German people, of the resurgence of the Nation;
again there has-been painted a picture in glowing colors, of
a Germany awake and defying the whole world; again the
cry for revenge and for the undoing of the "crime of N ov
ember' has been raised.

When questions of "National Liberation" and of rectifica
tion of the "crime of November" are bruited, a few pertin
ent facts must be kept in mind. It was the "criminals of
November" who in fact freed the German people when, after
the military debacle in the faU of 1918 they prevented the
complete collapse and dissolution of Germany. It was the
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same "criminals of November" and the labor movement back
of them, who by their untiring labor of reconstruction re
stored the industrial and political foundations of the German
nation. It was those "criminals," supported by the confidence
of the laboring population, who, years before the time set
in the Versailles Treaty, caused the evacuation of the occu
pied areas by foreign troops. It was their laborious work
of reconciliation that led to the reduction, and finally to
the cancellation of the insane burden of reparations. It is
ironical that the fruits of this difficult work of a decade of
negotiations in the end are credited to the reaction, which
had no part in those achievements and did what it could
to frustrate them.

In the face of these facts it is only too clear that the "na
tional rising," the national revolution, is directed, not against
the outside world, but against the internal class enemy. Ever
since the Hitlers, Goerings and Fricks have been in the gov
ernment, there has been no tally of {revanche/ and no un
friendly utterances have been made toward other nations. All
the more violent is the fury of the "awakeners" of Germany
toward the enemy within; all the more reckless grows the
campaign of terror and intimidation against Marxism; all
the more insolent does the persecution of the helpless Ger
man Jews become. We have here the time-honored stategy of
the thief who knows he has been detected and is pursued,
but who thinks he can avert attention from himself by loudly
calling "Stop thief!"

Under the banners of "national revolution" and "national
concentration" the possessing classes of Germany and their
petty bourgeois retainers have risen against the disinherited.
The wire-pullers of political and industrial reaction have
realized that only by means of the abolition of all popular
liberties and of social rights can the existence and the profits
of capital be protected. To attain this end, no terror, no
treachery, no brutality, no violation of law is too great.

Marxist "criminals of November"? If Marxism had ever
prevailed in Germany, if bourgeois influences and intrigues
had not been at work continually, there would have been no
opportunity for the Hitler reaction to grow fat on the fertile
stream of the million flowing from the pockets of German
industry and finance capital. There would then have been no
opport.unity to catch the politically innocent Babbittry with
the baIt of pseudo-revolutionary phrases and to incite them
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against the labor movement fighting for the realization of
German Democracy.

The Republic gave the people its due. It tore down the
obstacles which stood in the way obts rise. The opening up
of every political and social opportunity for the masses of
the working people met with the bitter opposition of the
bourgeoisie, which felt itself and its children, avowedly born
to privilege, cheated of its birthright. Crushed by the in
flation and undermined by the industrial crisis, the bour
geoisie went over, banners flying, into the camp of the Hitler
movement, which unscrupulously assured to every person
the fulfillment of his particular wishes: to the peasant, high
prices for his product, to the worker high wages and oppor
tunities for work, to the consumer low prices, to the petty
business man doomed to destruction, a vigorous advancement
of his interests, to the industrialist cheap labor unprotected
by social laws, to finance capital complete protection, and
much more.

It is here that danger really threatens Fascist rule, rising
high on a giant wave of mass despair. Whatever the Hitler
dictatorship does, it will be forced to disappoint one or an
other of the groups of its adherents, to speak not at all of
the many who have followed the Swastika movement be
cause of a vague longing for Socialism. Add to this the
inherent conflict in the existing government, which expresses
itself most clearly in the fundamental contradiction between
the big indust~ialist Hugenberg-Papen majority in the
Cabinet, and the Nazi minority of Hitler-Goering-Goebbels.*

What did the much abused "criminals of November" do?
'iVhen the Socialist PeoDle's Commissaries assumed their of
fices in a period of terrible confusion, the millions of unem-

·It should be understood that the composition of the Hitler
Hugenberg-Papen Government corresponds in no wise, at this
writing, to t'he distribution of actual power as shown in the
Mar~h elections. There seems to be no doubt that the government
before long, wlll be radically altered. Great masses of the follow
ers of Adolf Hitler have always regarded the coalition with
Hugenberg with the greatest distrust. What the result of an
open break between the two nationalist factions will 'be, no o'ne
is able to foresee. At present, such a development offers no reason
for the belief that t'he fundament policies of the' capitalist pre
torians, the fascists, will be altered, all anti-capitalist protesta
tions notwithstanding. However, a steady rise of the economic
difficulties wlll soon force the radical tendencies within Nazi
ranks more and more into the forefront.
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ployed returning from the War had to be provided with
bread and wages. They succeeded in solving this problem
after superhuman efforts in a relatively short time. \iVhen
the Socialist People's Commissaries assumed their offices
Germany wa~' a land of hunger because of the hostile block
ade. Hunger, want1 dissolution prevailed everywhere. The
bodily and spirtual res,istance of the nation had sunk to zero.
Within a short time the government succeeded in providing
for the import of the needed grain, meat, and fats, and so at
least in a measure to meet the most pressing needs. When the
Socialist People's Commissaries had been in power three
days, they promulgated the following orders:

Freedom of speech, assembly, and demonstration,
even for public employees.

Abolition of the exception laws affecting peasants and
domestic servants.

Arrangements for the support of the needy.
Improvement in sickness and other gocial insurance.
Provisions for the elimination of the housing shortage.
Regular provision for feeding the people.
Introduction of the eight-hour day.
Introduction of equal, secret, direct and general

suffrage.
Fully to evaluate these measures in the days of complete

collapse one must contrast them with the achievements of the
new regime after more than two months of "feverish" ac
tivity. Nothing has happened except the utterance of high
sounding patriotic phrases and the announcement of meas
ures designed to wipe out all and sundry. But perhaps this
categoric statement will seem unjust to some who believe
that 63 million Germans cannot be content with phrases,
threats, and crumbs.

To be sure, the Hitler government can point to a few
achievements for the admiration of posterity. Not only has
it known how to shake to its foundations the pitiful remnant
of German industry, not only has it increased the cost of
living for the German masses, by the drastic increase of the
tariffs on fats and other necessities of life, not only has it
assumed responsibility for speculation in foodstuffs on the
German inarket,-it has also succeeded in isolating Germany
from the rest of the world in a fashion which puts to shame
even the stupid pre-War policy of the Empire.

Germany, having relapsed into mediaeval conditions, offers
today under the Swastika banner a picture of decay and dis-
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grace at which the whole world shudders. The danger of war
is greater than ever. International condemnation of the new
German program of blood and iron is general. The govern
ment takes a position in comparison with which even the
worst diplomatic errors of the last Hohenzollerns seemed
trifling. These are the achievements which history must not
forget and which the German people owes to its government
of "national revival." In the face of all this the Fascists dare
to attempt to persuade the people that the Fascist National
creation of Adolf Hitler is leading Germany again to new
and unprecedented heights.

* * *
Post-war Germany advanced slowly and with great effort.

In spite of set-backs-like the occupation of the Ruhr and
the inflation-it went forward so long as the progressive
democratic forces in the nation were in control and so long
as the labor movement, through the Social Democracy, had
at least a degree of influence. The new Germany of that
period could quite properly claim that it had the most
far-reaching system of social protection and the best in
dustrial safeguards for the working masses. Wages were
high; the economic situation was endurable in spite of the
burdens imposed by the treaties of peace. In those days
the world spoke of "the miracle of German economy."
Foreign credit to a degree even then considered unwise by
financial experts began to flow into Germany and to fer
tilize all branches of German industry. Germany had re
vived and was again playing a leading role in the concert of
the nations.

1he economic crisis of 1929 destroyed these achievements,
which in fact had been somewhat optimistically over-estim
ated. The Nationalist-Fascist wave rose to hitherto un
dreamed of heights. It became one of those nationalist
mirages which are in part the creation of inescapable circum
stances, and in part the work of unscrupulous demagogues.
It turned against the very forces that had laid the founda
tions of the new Germany. So profound was the German
illusion that the people did not ask why countries like the
United States, Italy and Poland, in which Marxism possesses
no influence whatever, were no less seriously affected by in
dustrial depression than Germany and England, where the
workers were at the time participants in government.

Even to state these questions is to answer them unequivo.

15



cally. If the leaders of the present government had dared
to put considerations of this sort before the millions with
whose help Messrs. Hitler, Hugenberg, von Papen and their
henchmen have climbed to power, the whole structure of lies
would have collapsed.

N ow that reaction, marching under the Swastika and the
Black-White-Red banner, are in the saddle, it magnificently
offers a Four-Year Plan, which significantly enough, has
been stolen from the Communist store 'Of slogans. Now,
after the gaping German Babbitt has been told for a year
and a day that the "Third Reich" will spell the immediate
end of all misery and all unemployment, Hitler says that
unemployment must disappear in four years J' that the Ger
man peasant must be rescued from misery within four years.

But nothing of the content and substance of this four
year revelation has been made public, quite clearly because
the movement has nothing concrete and sound to offer; it
contents itself with a few cheap phrases. On the other hand
the posi!ive program of the progressive forces in post-war
Germany can be stated in a few compact phrases, as follows:

Reorganization of the government.
Unemployment insurance.
A living wage.
Emergency relief.
A shortened work-day.
Assistance to mothers during the lying-in period and

during the early infancy of the child.
Extension of insurance against sickness.
Extension of accident insurance.
Protection against evictions for non-payment of rent.
A program of housing construction to include' one

family houses and small apartments.
Colonization of unused farm lands.
Playgrounds and baths in city and country.
Reformation of the school system.
Extension of popular educational and cultural facili-

ties.
. In view of. this p.r?gram it should occasion no surprise
If the l11dustnal, polItIcal and social reaction, with the help
of a deceived petty bourgeoisie and of gangs of Fascist kil
lers hastened to attack the new German state structure and
to liquidate its achievements.

* * *
16



Chamfort once wrote that "Only the history of free peo·
pIes deserves attention. The history of peoples subjected to
despotism is merely a collection of anecdotes." This dictum
applies with terrible force to Germany, whose counter-revo
lution has triumphed not through an open ballot but by
means of brutal force, through the suppression and the silen
cing of the opposition. In the collection of anecdotes about
the German countries under the heel of Fascist despotism
several occurrences of an economic and social nature will
hold a place of prominence, which show with pitiless clarity
what went on behind the scenes in Germany. The prize goes
to the "Eastern Relief" which more than any other single
issue helped Fascism to power, and contributed to the un·
exampled terror that preceded and followed March 5.

What were these events? For a long time agriculture in
Eastern Germany, and more particularly the large estates
of the Prussian Junkers have been overburdened with debt.
If the State had allowed all the insolvent estates to break
down, the agricultural credit unions, the savings banks, the
commercial banks and with them the sound estates would
have collapsed. To circumvent this the "Eastern Relief"
was set up: sound farms were to be preserved, and bank
rupt enterprises to be divided among settlers.

On the whole the government proceeded on these princi
ples-until the von Papen government assumed office in the
summer of 1932. In the hands of the first Junker govern
ment ruling in opposition to the Parliament, "Eastern Relief"
became the instrument of reckless class war waged by the
reactionary Junkers against the German workers with the
aim of preserving property and power at all costs. These
same landed gentlemen throughout the whole post-war period,
but chiefly after the fall of the last Social-Democratic
Bourgeois Coalition Government of Herman Mueller, in
1930, contrived to procure for themselves billions of marks
in subsidies at the expense of the state and of the people.
Thus the well-known economist, Professor Friedrich Des.
sauer, a Centre Party member of the Reichstag, esti·
mates the subsidies to German agriculture by means of
tariffs on grain, etc., and the consequent increases in the
domestic prices of agricultural products, when compared
with world prices, at two and a half billion mark-more
than 600 million dollars-for the fiscal year 1930-31 alone.

In direct subsidies, in all, one and one-half billion mark-
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about 360 million dollars-have been put at the disposal of
Eastern Germany. In spite of these enormous cash aids,
an overwhelming proportion of the Junker class, in conse
quence of incompetent management and luxurious living, is
completely bankrupt. According to reliable calculations at
least two million acres are no longer available under any
circumstances, in consequence of capitalist and reactionary
Junker incompetence. Even the former Minister of Agricul
culture and Commissar for Eastern Relief, von Schlange
Schoeningen, a Nationalist of purest water, admitted this,
and later Chancellor General von Schleicher was compelled
to agree when he spoke of "Economic forms no longer
capable of surviving."

But the Junkers were not willing to surrender their land
or their power. They preferred to cheat hundreds of thou
sands of poor artisans and petty merchants of their just
claims by taking refuge behind the so-called Emergency
Proceedings, a form of agricultural bankruptcy especially
provided for this purpose. In alliance with the Nazis, who
did, to be sure, promise land to the peasants, but who were
supported financially by the Junker stratum, they forced
the downfall of several governments. Bruening as well as
Schleicher fell victims to their machinations, the former be
cause he conducted an alleged Agrarian Bolshevism through
his excessively modest program of colonization, the latter
because he was not able to prevent the public exposure of the
Eastern Relief Scandal,-the German equivalent of the Tea·
pot Dome thefts.

We may well ask "Who received any benefit from the
money of the German taxpayers spent for Eastern Relief?"
The figures here quoted furnish a clear answer: In the dis
trict under the jurisdiction of Eastern Relief there are in
all 1.3 million estates. Of these 769,000 consist of less than
two acres. These have received nothing. 445,000 range from
two to twenty acres. Of those 8,364, or 1.85 per cent were
freed of debt. 74,000 estates have from 20 to 100 acres.
Of these 3,384, or 4.52 per cent were released from debt.
13,312 are large estates of more than 100 acres. Of these
722, or 5.42 per cent were freed of debt. Hence the larger
the estate the more it received. The preferential treatment
of the Junker class becomes more clearly marked when it
is understood that the help given to the smaller owners
averaged about 6,000 Mark ($1,500) while each bor-
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rower among· the great land-owners received more than
170,000 Mark ($40,000).

So it goes. umerous cases of this sort were disclosed
in the Reichstag Investigating Committee, ~nti1 the Nazis
with unprecedented uproar and acts of violence prevented
continuation of the investigation. In return for this the
Junkers helped them to power. Of these things the Nazi
sympathizer, the Reichstag member, Count Reventlow, has
said, that with reference to the abuse of Eastern Relief
"the word corruption is not at all too strong," that here there
was "treason to the people," that "there was the most dis
gusting readiness to serve the selfishness of a caste" and that
"against the background of the existing popular misery
the Eastern Relief scandal was disgusting, unworthy and
shameful."

* * *
The social reaction, whose political influence grew in

creasingly stronger with the beginning and the development
of the capitalist industrial depression found its culmination
in the Hitler-Hugenberg-Papen government. The German
state, of which its present rulers used to speak contemptu
ously as a Social Welfare State, has become a state dispens
ing charity to the rich and misery to the poor. The bitter
battle of reaction was directed against the social rise of the
great masses in post-war Germany. Even before the begin
ning of the world depression and before the rise of the
Fascist wave this was clearly evident.

A few figures furnish clear evidence of this social im
provement under the leadership of the Social Democracy.
The income from· wages of the workers, employees and
officials of Germany in the pre-war year 1913 was 20.7 bil
lion mark (5 billion dollars); in 1925 it totaled 33.7
billion mark (8 billion dollars) and in 1929 it had reached
43 billion mark (10.2 billion dollars). In five years of
political struggle under the leadership of the Social Democ
racy the income of the masses was increased by approximately
one-third. In 1913 1100 million mark were spent for social
insurance (excluding unemployment insurance); in 1924
and 1929 respectively 1665 millions and 4372 millions were
raised. The smaller Germany of the "Marxist System," im
measurably poorer because of the lost war and the cur
rency inflation, furnished almost three times as much as the
rich Kaiserreich for the victims of the capitalist industrial
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system and the protection of labor against the effects of old
age and disease. .

These great social achievements, too numerous to be lIsted
here, together with the participation of the hitherto politi
cally and socially disfranchised worker and employee in the
affairs of the state, have become the targets of the attacks of
the reaction. But it is not only the reaction that has con
centrated its strength on the people's_ government in the
making. The social struggle for liberation was for too long
a time the object of cheap misrepresentation and slander on
the part of Communists who tried to dispose of the struggle
for the maintenance and development of the improved prole
tarian living conditions by calling it "Social Fascism." The
results of these attacks from the left, which contributed
more than any other factor to the weakening of the political
power oLthe German working class, became apparent in the
events of the first quarter of 1933.

With the steady worsening of the industrial crisis and
the recession of the political influence of the Social Democ
racy in consequence of the unholy fratricidal war and the
malignant growth of Fascist demagoguery, the situation was
reversed. The masses were politically disfranchised, their
living conditions were depressed. The political life and the
economic policy of Germany were re-cast to meet the in
terests of a "very thin upper stratum" of Germany, to use
a remark made by the Nazi Minister Goebbels. The decline
was steady and rapid. Since the fall of the last democratic
government, that of Mueller, the masses, under the govern
ments of Bruening, Papen, Schleicher, Hitler, have been sub
jected to increased SUffering, to growing burdens in spite of
shrinking incomes, and to reduced social services in spite
of growing need and unemployment.

So, since 1930 wages have been reduced by 20 to 30 per
cent. The whole income of labor which in 1929 amounted
to 43 billion mark, in 1932 consisted only of 26 to 27
billion mark. Wages in many cases have been depressed
to an unimaginable level of misery. Of eleven million
workers insured against accident, in the third quarter of,
1932 seven million had an average weekly wage of barely
24 mark ($5.70), and of these 5% million (one-half of
all those covered by accident insurance) had a weekly wage
of less than 18 mark ($4.30). Even more devastating was
the decline of social service for the unemployed, the diseased
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and injured, the wounded war veterans, the survivors of
men killed in the war, and for those living on old-age pen
sions.

The Bruening regime began to cut in on the social services.
That these were continued even in their curtailed forms was
due chiefly to the efforts of the Social Democracy and to
its much-abused "toleration policy." The last governments
have renewed the attack on the plea of "national reform"
and have reduced relief to the point of unendurability. The
unemployment dole has been cut in half. Thus the average
dole in the first period of unemployment insurance amounted
to the surely not exorbitant sum of 81 mark a month; it has
now been reduced to the present low of about 45 mark.

Millions of German workers are condemned to a starva
tion level. An invesitgation by the Hamburg Statistical
Bureau showed that "unemployment relief in Germany is
not sufficient to enable the family of the unemployed worker
to purchase the necessities of life in sufficient quantities."
The need of the masses is reflected in the rapid fall in the
consumption of the food stuffs. The consumption of milk
has fallen 15 per cent, of sugar and flour 20 per cent,
of meat 15 per cent. Under the circumstances why should
we be surprised if millions of desperate members of the petty
bourgeoisie, driven by the hope of rescue, have gone over to
the Hitler Fascists who have been unscrupulously promising
heaven on earth. The day when the followers of the German
Messiah awaken from their mass hypnosis will be a day of
cruel realization for the German people; a day comparable
with 1918.

* * *
One of the slogans of the capitalist system is: "He who

bears the risk must be allowed to manage affairs." It is
not worth while to argue here that in reality it is never the
capitalists but the great masses of the population who run
the risks, and who must pay for the bad speculations of the
~ntrepreneurs, in unemployment and in wide-spread suffer
mg.

In accordance with this principle the management of in
dustry in the present government lies, not in the hands of the
National 'Socialists,' but in those of Hugenberg and of his
all-powerful group of industrialists, who are in reality the
economic dictators of Germany.* Not a single industrial post,

·See footnote page 13.
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either in the central government or in the several states is
occupied by a Nazi, who have so assiduously asserted t~eir

concern with their 'Socialist' program. The German Nation
alist Count Krosigk von Schwerin is in control of govern
ment finances, the Nationalist leader of the Stahlhelm Seldte,
a manufacturer, is Federal Minister of Labor. All the other
economic key positions in the State are controlled by Herr
Alfred Hugenberg himself, a man living under the illusion
that pre-war capitalism still exists. He is Federal Economic
Minister, Minister of Agriculture, Prussian Commissar for
Trade and Agriculture. Besides he exercises control over the
most important divisions of the ministry of Labor. In no
former German government was predatory capitalism so
strongly represented as in the government of the 'Socialist'.
Chancellor Hitler. In this government the azis are th<.
executive force and the instrument of terror needed to succor
dying German capitalism. The name of Hugenberg alone
represents a program of unlimited dominion of large capital,
protection of the rich and misery for the poor, wage reduc
tions and the destruction of the rights of organized labor.
The formula of the third Reich is simple:

To the Nazis the powers of the State
To the Hugenbergs a free hand in industry.

* * *
After thirteen years of agitation against democracy and

the "Marxist" system National Socialism has reached the
pinnacle of power. Adolf Hitler has reached the goal of his
ambition. The last weeks have demonstrated to the world
what the Nazi Pretorian Guards want. Now they must show
what their leader and his henchmen can do. The time has
come when he must answer with deeds the questions that
he has so often posed and whose solution he has promised.

When, ask the masses of the working people held down by
brutal terror, will the shameful treaty of Versailles be torn
up?

When will the Lausanne Reparations agreement of Vice-
Chancellor von Papen be abrogated?

When will the 26 billions of foreign debt be annulled?
When will the War Guilt Question be settled?
When will the victims of the inflation be reimbursed?
When will 'predatory' capital, when will the banks be ex-

propriated?
W,hen will the .slavery of interest be broken?
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When will the emergency regulations be dropped?
When will the 6,000,000 people who have been walking the

streets since the days of the government of Herman Mueller
find work again?

When will mortgage interest be abolished and rents
lowered?

When will wages be increased?
When will the salaries of officials be improved?
When will the dole, unemployment relief, and the pen·

sions of the victim of industry be increased?
When will property be subjected to higher taxes than un-

der Papen?
When will the taxes on the masses be reduced?
When will universal military service be introduced?
When will the Polish Corridor, Danzig, and Memel be re-

gained?
When will eastern Upper Silesia and Eupen-Malmedy be

returned to Germany?
When will Germany receive her colonies again?

When will economic recovery come?

There is no answer to these questions which,. however,
form the basis of the greatest hoax in the history of the
world. The attitude of the Hitler government, after
several months of power is proof that there is no answer to
them. But the masses who for ye~.rs have been fed with
his phrases and who today look up to Hitler as their saviour
will insist upon answers. Pathetic pointing to the Four
Year Plan and upon the future will not satisfy them if
misery increases and hunger continues to gnaw. Then the
time will come of which the government organ, the "Deutsche
Allgemeine' Zeitung," moved by doubt and worry wrote:
"One day the available positions will be filled. The
paean will die away. Wage envelopes will be as thin as
ever. The dole will be no higher. The army of the unem
ployed can only gradually be reduced. There will come an
hour when the durability of the soaring national enthusiasm,
which we have all witnessed with satisfaction, will be tested.
That will be the decisive moment for the Chancellor, who
wishes to reconstitute the morals and the character of the
nation."
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Nobody knows what this decisive hour will bring. No
body knows what the result of this monstrous mass agita
tion will be. Nobody knows how long the German Fascist
Government will be able to maintain itself. But we do know
that no bayonets, no storm troopers will be able to main
tain it if it does not offer a solution of German economic
problems, which in the end are only the problems of collap
sing German capitalism.

The masses of the freedom loving people have for the
moment been defeated. But retribution is not slow in com
ing. Let organized labor and Marxism in Germany be
hounded, persecuted, and slandered as in the days of Bis
marck and the imperial rulers. It will grow. In the fire of
persecution and suffering, the German Social Democracy,
the party of German Labor, will and must become once
more the instrument, the true and only leader of the op
pressed and down-trodden in Germany. There is no better
description of Germany's present plight and future than
that of Thomas Mann, Germany's most distinguished novelist
and winner of the Nobel Prize in 1929, who only a few
days before the fateful elections wrote in a stirring appeal
for democracy:

"But the German Republic must learn to have faith in its
strength and in its right. It should realize how strong it
really is at bottom and what unshakeable moral and intel
lectual forces stand at its side today at the moment when,
seemingly, its enemies have triumphed over it.

"Social and democratic Germany, I am deeply convinced,
may have confidence that the present constellation is transi
tory and that the future despite everything belongs to it. The
whipping up of nationalistic passion is nothing else than the
?elat.ed an~ final flickering of a fire,-a dying flare-up which
IS mIsunderstood as new li fe."

Eastern Relief"
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CHAPTER II.

NATIONAL SOCIALISM SELF REVEALED

"When in the year 1918 the war came to an end, I as
well as many millions of other Germans were guiltless of
causing the war; I had no share in bringing about the war ...
For that reason I started out at that time with seven men on
a new path." Thus spoke Hitler a few days before the fate
ful elections of March 5 before hordes of Brown Shirts in
Berlin, drunk with enthusiasm.

Skillful and unscrupulous agitation of this sort over a
period of ten years has created in the mind of the average
German Babbitt a version of the origin of National Social
ism about as follows: In the midst of the confusion of the
Revolutionary era of 1918, seven mighty fighters for freedom
just returned from the very front line trenches, sat in an
underground cellar dimly lighted by candles. Round about
them raged the "Marxist gangsterdom." But these seven did
not fear the servants of the red holders of power, who at
any moment might throw their high explosive bombs into
this sacred spot where the conspiracy for liberty was being
formed. Solemnly they raised their hands to take the oath
never to rest until Germany was free from the knout of
the "Marxian beasts." And six of them cried as with one
voice, "You shall be our leader, Adolf Hitler. Hail to you !"

A beautiful and romantic picture, but unfortunately miles
removed from the truth. What was the reality? A little
table in a Munich beer-garden around which sat some ill
humored Babbitts and know-it-alls talking politics. One of
them has the floor and is explaining in his mystical and
fantastic manner to the others what has happened. He
confuses what he has dreamed with what he has read until
out of the fog of his opinions a new sort of political religion
appears, which is carried home by the others at the table and
which then spreads to the neighbors. All in all a procedure
then transpiring thousands of times in many German cities.

But the one from whose credulous simplicity the confused
political pathos arose was not Adolf Hitler, but a man today
forgotten, Anton Drexler by name. He is the real forgotten
man of Germany. He was the real founder of the National
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Socialist German Labor Party. He is Member No.1 of his
own party.

What sort of a person was he? A tool-maker working for
the German State Railways, ignorant and groping, but pos
sessed by an unhappy love for better things, for pseudo
culture and half knowledge. Because of his inability to adapt
himself to a social concept, being an out and out individualist,
Drexler had come into early conflict with his union. He was
thrown out of his regular employment and earned his living
playing the guitar in night clubs. Instead of seeing the blame
for this in himself and in circumstances, he attributed every
thing to the accursed internationalism of the Social Democ
racy. He sought a synthesis between Socialism and Nation
alism, which appeared to him nebulously as a saving idea
even during the war, which he spent at home, in the "Father
land Party." _

But he was forced to recognize that in the half intellectual
Babbittry, which looked with contempt upon the proletarian,
there was no understanding of popular movements. In 1918
he joined -the "Free Committee For A German Labor Peace"
which had been founded in Bremen. He was assigned the
leadership of the Munich group. The 40 Munich members
who met in March 1918 were the original unit of National
Socialism. The idea of the Militant National Labor Party,
which of course did not attack the German war policy,
seemed finally to Drexler to be the solution.

But his class-consciousness was already decadent. He
wanted to attract the bourgeoisie and in a public gathering
he called for a National Citizens Union. Mockery and uproar
answered him. Drexler's illogical reaction to this defeat was
his re-entry into the Railway Workers' Union. But here,
too, he advocated the queer notions which he had worked out
for himself: the dream of the rise of the internationalized
laborer to the status of national petty bourgeois, of the strug
gle against the hostile trinity of Free Masonery, World Capi
talism, and Judaism.

With these helter-skelter thoughts which in 1919 still had
the charm of novelty, he belabored his drinking companions.
Drexler developed the plan of forming the German Labor
Party. Its seventh member was Drexler's new acquaintance
Adolf Hitler. Hitler was seeking in these circles an ideology
upon which to hang his confused political-social-cultural
emotions. The Drexler crowd made an impression on him,
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Drexler's doctrines seemed significant to him who was like
wise not over-burdened with logic. Drexler invited him to
join, Hitler agreed. He had set foot on the path which
fourteen years later was to lead him to the German Chancel
lorship.

It will be objected that, if all this is true and Anton Drex
ler, not Adolf Hitler is the author of the National Socialist
ideology, then the name of Drexler must be honored in the
world of the Nazis, like that of an old German divinity. Who
reasons thus does not know the degree of treachery, dishon
esty, and unscrupulousness with which the professional
guardian of the 'true German soul' is gifted. Drexler was
cast aside by Hitler like a squeezed lemon. He had done
his duty. He had inspired the mystical leader. He had to
disappear into obscurity. In the early days of the party he
was still the honorary chairman. But as early as 1923,
Drexler was not found worthy of the honor of taking part
in the ill-fated Hitler Putsch. He remained, as in the old days,
a tool-maker in the Munich railway shops. He was elected
delegate to the Bavarian Landtag to which he belonged until
1928. Then he disappeared completely from public view.
Those who today stand in absolute control of power
know only too well how much they owe to Anton Drexler's
square head.

* * *
At the Hitler party convention at Linz in August 1921 a

resolution was adopted which contains the following signi
ficant phrase: "The German National Socialist Labor Party
declares that it accepts the class struggle of creative labor.
It is therefore a class party." A sentence good to forget
when the. party was engaged in destroying the "Marxist class
struggle" for the sake of "national revival."

But several other expressions of clearly defined hostility
to the bourgeoisie, with which the party is now officially
affiliated, became audible in the course of the years. Adol f
Hitler wrote in the "Illustrierte Beobachter": "As a Ger
man Nationalist I have learned that the greatest danger for
our people is not to be found in Marxism, but rather in our
middle class parties." Even in March 1932 Gregor Strasser,
at that time still all-powerful, wrote in the "National Social.
ist": "Our battle is the war against the bourgeoisie as the
enemy of German Socialism and the saboteur of national
freedom." And in June 1932 the same paper stated: "We
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hope that now the eyes of every party comrade who still
hopes for cooperation with the so-called parties of the right
have been opened. We must realize that this capitalist bour
geoisie can no longer be tolerated and must be destroyed."
Count Reventlow wrote in the "Reichswart": "'vVe National
Socialists see in the bourgeoisie, as it is and wishes to be in
Germany, something that must disappear, that is ripe for
destruction." The Nazi leader Marschler declared in Leipzig:
"The bourgeoisie are looked upon by the Nazis as a con
temptible gang of traders. Eat dog or die-that is the Nazi
slogan against the bourgeoisie."

It is not surprising therefore that millions of ignorants
were taken in and taught to see behind this agitation
the rise of a better Socialist day. But the Nazis did not
behave only as "Socialists," they comported themselves also
as mad anarchists. Hartmut Plaas wrote in the "National
Socialist Letters" on April 15, 1930, "We must fight against
the state, we must ruin the state completely, we must destroy
it,-into the ash-can with it,-out with it!"

Even the fine distinctions between "creative" and "preda
tory" capital, have often enough been rejected by members
of the Nazis. The Nazi Reichstag Representative Kaufmann
said: "In the struggle which I as a National Socialist am
carrying on against capital, I reject all differences. Both
types are so involved with one another that both must be
equally combatted."

Toward Hindenburg, who has now once more become the
symbol of narrow-browed nationalist reaction, Nazi feel
ings were very unfriendly. After the signing of the Young
Plan the present Prussian Minister-President Goering said
at a meeting in Berlin: "After what happened today the
bond between the National Socialists and Hindenburg is
finally severed. Our respect has turned to hatred. Between
him and us there is war to the kni fe." Goebbels was not
less clear. "The great idol has fallen. We can feel only hatred
for this man." And even the "Voelkische Beobachter" says:
"The state court of the coming Third Reich will demand the
heads of those who have affixed their names to this law."

Here we have a little collection of opinions concerning
those questions which were so "surprisingly solved" on Janu
ary 30, 1933. They will astonish only him who was stupid
enough to believe in the immutability of these 'true' German
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words, in the integrity of the hatred of capitalism, bour
geoisie, the parties of the right, Hindenburg and the state.

* * *
Hitler, Hugenberg and Papen are the trinity of a gove.rn.

ment coalition. But even on October 22, 1932 the followmg
appeared in the Berlin "Angriff," the paper of the present
minister of propaganda Goebbels.

"Who are the German Nationalist.s ?
When the wages of the workers are reduced,
When the doles of the unemployed are abolished,
When the last starvation pennies are taken from the re

ceivers of small pensions,
When the corporations and the trusts are subsidized at the

dictates of Jacob Goldschmidt,
When nepotism prevails in government offices and smug

gles itself into the seats of the mighty by the back
door,

When ~he idlers want to harvest what others have sown,
When by a short-sighted reactionary social policy, the

whole people is being driven into the arms of bol
shevism,

Yau will find the German Nationalists back of it all."
For years the National Socialists have been most liberally

supported with funds by the great capitalists. Now Hitler
is in P9wer, and great capital demands its pound of flesh.
Thus, one of the best known great industrialists, General
Director August Rosterg, has demanded the immediate adop
tion of the following measures by the government:

"All wage agreements and other arrangements that hinder
production must be removed. Every worker and employee
must seek his living where he can find it."

The new masters will not refuse to pay their debts at the
expense of the German working class.

* * *
N or are humor and tragedy lacking from the picture of

National Socialism. A speech by the Nazi leader, Meyer
Koblenz in Kreuznach, contains the following gems: "In
Greece the Jews preached the liberation of women, the con·
sequence was the institution of the Hetaira, which brought
about the fall of Greece...... Not every Communist is a
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criminal, but every criminal is a Communist. . . . In the be
ginning God created races; the foreigner, Karl Marx, was
the first to create classes."

Another, a report out of Niederscheldenhuette on the 11th
of January 1933 states: "Some school children had formed
soldier clubs. Two of these bore the name 'Adolf' and
'Augusta.' These engaged in a pitched battle. The battle was
fought at the platform of an abandoned furnace. With air
rifles, stones, and wooden swords, the children attacked one
another. When adults appeared ten children had been wound
ed, some of them had serious head wounds. All the injured
had to be given surgical aid."
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From "The Nation," N. '

((Tell the world how well you're bdng treated."



CHAPTER III.

THE TRAGEDY OF GERMAN LABOR

With brutal force the victorious Swastika Fascism has
paralyzed the German labor movement. Its Brown Shirt
retainers persecute Social Democrats, Communists, and
Catholic trade unionists alike. The most elementary assump
tions of human rights have ceased to exist. With tremendous
difficulty the once powerful unions and the other social and
economic institutions created by the German working class
still maintain their existence. Numerous labor organizations
are already under the immediate control of the Nazis, or
under the supervision of special government commissars.

The machinery of the Communist Party of Germany has
completely disintegrated under these weighty blows. Its lead
ers are in prison or in exile. The party and its manifold
auxiliaries have been smashed. Its membership has been
dispersed, and where it still has faithful adherents, they
have been effectively silenced. Thousands of Communist
"sympathizers" have gone over, banners flying, into the camp
of the Fascist counter-revolution. Communist representatives
in the Reichstag, the Landtag and in the provincial and
municipal governments have been explicitly prevented from
exercising their mandates. Triumphantly the reaction re
ports that "Communism" has been rooted out, and that Ger
many, rescued from the "Marxist" danger is at last on the
up-grade. 'i-:;~;;;;""'"

Vanity of vanities! Now as before we are face to face
with decisive developments in Germany and in the whole
world, in spite of the fact that Fascism for the moment is
in possession of power. The progressive worsening of the
world-wide 'capitalist crisis is causing- disillusionment and
the despair of the masses to grow. Today the Fascist victory,
nurtured by the helpless despair of the people. is being cele
brated throughout Germany. But simultaneously we see that
even the victorious German counter-revolution is face to
face with a critical situation. This crisis is not confined to
the present composition of the govermnent and to the no
torious contradictions between the Nazis and their German
Nationalist partners. It is produced by the inevitable dis-
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illusionment and sobering of Hitler's adherents, who have
been fed on the most insanely preposterous expectations.
Today nothing is stable; all is in flux. Nobody can say how
much time this process, determined in the main by economic
factors, will require for its working out. The history of
peoples is no affair of weeks and months. So much we know,
however, that the Fascist conquest of power has, to date,
solved none of the problems affecting the future fate of the
German people.

It is easy to assert that a united proletariat would have
been capable of conquering even a counter revolution already
intrenched in power. Such an assertion leaves out of consider
ation the many political imponderables of which Bismarck
spoke, and seeks the salvation of the masses in an attractive
formula. The German struggle for power, with its many
economic and social complexes is not so simple that a little
addition and a strategic unity of the working masses could
have banished the danger of German Fascism. Fascism is
the last defense of a decaying social order, behind which the
harassed retainers of Capitalism, millions of perishing petty
bourgeois and of misled workers have sought shelter.

Events before and since March 5 have conclusively proved
that the Communist movement failed completely as a source
of revolutionary power and as the lou.d1y ballyhooed rally
ing-point of the German laboring masses. It is an ungrateful
task, in these days, when the German workers, without dis
tinction, are being enslaved by the reactionary forces, to pro
nounce judgment against a part of the proletariat. But no
sympathy, no false consiClerateness, must be allowed to deter
us from learning from experience, and precisely at this deci
sive and historic hour, from putting our fingers on the fester
ing wound of the German proletariat. Today more than ever
we must resort to Lassalle's phrase, and express openly that
which is. Not only did the Communist forces in Germany fail
miserably, but even more pathetical was the failure of their
omnipotent intellectual directors and inspirers in Moscow,
who, without any knowledge of the mentality of the German
workers, prescribed direction and tactics which in the end
reacted like a boomerang on the Communists themselves.

The German Communist workers were exploited as pawns
on the chess-board of the self-appointed "revolutionary pow
ers;" their proletarian and democratic rights, won by decades
of hard organization work, were contemptuously spurned.
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What was worshipped today, was spurned tomorrow. Direc
tions which only yesterday were inviolable, a few hours later
were shamelessly cast aside. The Communist followers heard
of the fall of their leaders, and of the appointment of new
men, as the rest of the world learns of the downfall of Latin
American dictators and of Asiatic satraps, from the news
papers. The poison introduced from without, made headway
and began slowly and steadily to undermine the foundations
of the proud German labor movement. Warnings were
answered with abuse, and appeals with open threats. The
seed sown by Communist tactics has come to fruit in the
Fascist dictatorship and in the Swastika terror.

Opposed to all this, and bitterly attacked on all sides,
stood the Social Democrats, whose important historical per
formances as creator of the German people's state have been
recorded elsewhere in this pamphlet. The Social Democracy,
confined within the limits of state power and limited by
a host of political considerations, has unquestionably been
guilty of mistakes, not the least of which has been to put
unlimited faith in the democracy of the bourgeois state. This
trust, together with the shameless attack on the part of the
Communist, who characterized the Social Democracy as a
"mortal enemy" led :ult.il;nately to the disastrous twentieth of
July, 1932, when the fate of the Revolution of 1918 was fin
ally sealed by the coup de'etat of the reactionary Papen Gov
ernment against the democratic citadel of Prussia. It will al
ways be an open question whether a struggle at that time, or
rather a transfer of the struggle for power from the con
ference-room to the streets, would have met with success.
In any case, it is a fact that the reaction; at that time in
wardly as yet very unsure of itself, saw in the decision of
July 20 a test of its strength. Jubilantly it concluded from
the pacific withdrawal of the constitutional government of
Braun and Severing, that further offensive would meet with
no opposition and with no will-to-struggle on the part of
the masses. January 30, 1933, March 5 and the resulting
brutal .reshaping of the German state were the logical
consequences of this event.

Socialists who, unfamiliar with the complex conditions
that prevail in Germany, take a lofty and remote critical
attitude and tell the world solemnly what Germany should
have done in the last fourteen years, should first of all ask
themselves how they would have acted under similar dr-
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cumstances. The answer-i f they are honest-will not be
very illuminating. Of course, this does not, and must not be
taken to mean, that criticism and the indication of past errors
are out of place. On the contrary, the establishment of
critical standards must be welcomed, provided that criticism
flows from thorough knowledge of all the facts and cir
cumstances, and is not the expression of cheap cynicism
such as is prevalent at the moment among "parlor revolu
tionaries." The Socialist movement of all countries must
seek to make a correct analysis of events in Germany, al
though I very much doubt whether the German experience
can ever be applicable to the conditions of other countries.

Above all we must realize that the disputed decisions of
the German Social Democracy appear as mistakes only on
retrospect. They could not be branded as such in the light
of the given circumstances. Particularly is this true of the
much criticized position of the Social Democrats in
1918, when-as is to-day conveniently forgotten-the prob
lem was to save the German people and to create first of all
the most elementary foundations of the new state. What
would have happened had the democratic mandate just ac
cepted been disregarded, and had a dictatorship been set
up, seems hardly doubtful in view of the threatening atti
tude of the Allied Powers, whose armies were ready to
march in. Besides, there was every reason to suppose that
the workers' parties-the Social Democracy and the Inrle
pendent Socialists-would gain a majority in the elec.tions
to the National Constitutional Assembly. In fact they re,
ceived 44.2 per cent of the vote as against 55.8 per cent cast
for the bourgeois parties, a circumstance that mOre than any
other, explains the necessity of the later coalition policy.

But let us consider the moot question, "Social Democracy
vs. Communism," not from the point of view of state affairs,
but solely from the viewpoint of the working masses. For
years, wherever workers come together this question has
bee:n earnestly discussed. Everywhere, not only in Germany.
the will of labor for unity and unified action expresses itself.
This will, evident everywhere, has very serious implications,
especially in Germany. The Swastika gangsters don't ask
about party affiliations when they crack a worker's skull.
The employers make as little distinction when they throw
the workers into the street. The German proletariat suffers
more and more from the. depression. Not only liberty,
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bread and life itself are at stake. Will this condition of
barely concealed anarchy endure? What next?

Naturally, the answer is always the same: the United
Front with the aim of the unified organization of the Ger
man working masses. But whatever attempts the Social
Democracy made in this direction in the last six months
were frustrated, and were dismissed by the Communists
(stricken dumb and blind) as manoeuvering and meaning-
less. The attacks on the Social Democracy as the "arch
enemy who must first be destroyed before we can have a
reckoning with Fascism" reached an intensity hitherto un
known. Whatever the Social Democracy did was con
demned on principle. The Social Democratic policy of tol·
eration was branded as help rendered Fascism, and the slan
derous term "Social Fascist" was coined. But the fact
remains that the policy of toleration prevented the Fascist
seizure of power for years, and hence. in the light of the
present terror, served the interests of the working class.

Beyond the limits of politics the Social Democracy has
done much to kindle in the proletarian masses a tremendous
will to freedom and to create a great hatred for Fascism.
The future will reap the fruits of this work. As early as
November, 1931, Gregor Strasser, who hest of all those
in the Nazi camp, knew the balance of political forces wrote:
"The main task of German politics is the destruction of the
Social Democracy." Of course, naturally Strasser meant by
German politics, National Socialist politics. Strasser knew
very well that the chief opposition to Fascism, even after its
achievement of power, would come from the Social Demo
crats and not from the loud-mouthed Communists.

* * *
What was the anti-Fascist policv which the Communists

recommended again and ag-ain to the German masses? It
proceeded from a number of assumptions which without
exception were proved false. It was the super-clever Com
munist tactics which wiped out the boundaries between the
Communist following- and the Nazis. and so contributed tre
mendously to the confusion of their own masses. Was it
not the Communist Party which notoriouslv formed a united
front with the Fascists 'in the People's Referendum against
the Prussian government of Braun and Severing? Did not
the Communists, shortly hefore Hitler seized power, form
a united front with the Nazis when they fought together
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against the Socialist unions in the recent Berlin transporta
tion strike? Was their policy of patriotic demagogy any
less blatant than that of Fascism? Instead of isolating
Fascism at every opportunity they lent it a helping hand,
and so paved the way for it among the misled masses.

The "brilliant" idea that the chief struggle was not against
the class enemy, Fascism, hut a~ainst the Social Democratic
worker, I have already abundantly exposed above. The
result of these methods was that dangerous and wavering
elements fluctuated between the Communists and the Na
tional Socialists, as was clearly shown in each election. In
this way the foundations of the class conscious movement
were undermined and the way prepared for the Fascist at
tack. The fluctuation between the two extreme parties has
been best expressed in a cartoon published in the German
Social Democratic Pre"s, which shows a Communist Red
Front man watching the parade of a troop of Nazis and
makes him say: "Oh I know them all: they were all memo
bers of the Red Front when I was a Nazi."

Communist criticism has been particularly vehement to
ward the reformism of the Social Democracy and has sought
to fix upon it the responsibility for the Ger~an misery which
results from the depression. No one will deny that every
thing that the German working class has achieved in four
teen years in political, economic and social improvement,
and in the tremendous growth of its organizations in post
war Germany, is the work of the Social Democracy. Only
within the framework of the Social Democracy could the
German working class in the post-war period expand its so
cial scope and achieve for itself improved livin~ conditions
and political rights. At the same time I am willing to admit
that the overemphasis on immediate advantages together with
too close a union with the capitalist state apparatus, and over
cautious tendencies within the party ranks, have decreased
the necessary aggressiveness of the Socialist masses. But was
it not the Communists, who with their mud-slinging against
the Social Democracy and their persistent denunciation of
its tested leaders as capitalist lackeys, obstructed with diaboli·
cal skill Social Democracy from taking a more pronounced
left course?

The Communists. year in and year out, have been saying
to the German workers: "What is the good of this democ
racy? Can you eat it? Does it provide work for the mil-
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lions? Democracy is only another form of bourgeois dicta
torship. There is no sense in defending democracy against
Fascism. We don't need democracy but revolution; not
social reform but Socialism. It is our task to crush democ
racy and to establish Soviet Germany in its place."

Bravado! Mere words!
This was the course of action prescribed by the German

Communists. From 1930 on, the Reichstag had on the right a
large Fascist party and on the left a large Communist wing.
In 1932 they had a majority between them. Naturally they
could not govern together but they could at least frustrate all
democratic government. The Communists never concealed
their contention of smashing. democracy at all costs and of
preparing the soil for German Soviets. They can point with
pride to the results of 1933. German Democracy has been
destroyed but its heir is not Soviet Germany. It is Hitler
Germany.

How genuine is the revolutionary will among the Com
munists and their ability to carry it out? Naturally no So
cialist will reproach the Communists for their revolutionary
zeal. But they do deserve the reproach that they are ex
ceedingly bad revolutionists who in large part are not even
clear as to their goal or their tactics. \iVith wearisome regu
larity the Communists have preached the General Strike as
the cure-all of all evils of the masses. Germany can look
back to one General Strike which scored a brilliant success:
The General Strike against the Kapp Putsch. But the Com
munist Party took no part whatever in this strike; on the
contrary it was conducted without them and against their
will. When in March, 1920, it was necessary to risk lives for
the sake of the Revolution, the Communists said in an ap
peal to their followers: "Shall the Communists undertake
a General ~trike at this moment? The working class is not
yet ready. The working class will take up the struggle
ag'finst the dictatorship at a time and with the means that
seem favorable. That moment has not yet come.})

To the honor of the Communist workers let it be said
that they went over the heads of their stay-at-home party and
struck a decisive blow against the reaction coming to the side
of their Social Democratic brothers. To make up for this de
feat the Communist Party did indeed issue seven calls for a
General Strike in the years that followed, but nobody an
swered the call, not even its own members. Their calls

38



were high sounding words with nothing back of them. There
is one excellent witness to the revolutionary incapacity of
the German Communists, the organizer of the Communist
International, Piatnitsky, who in November, 1932, said
flatly: "Even in Germany, where we have the best Com
munist Party in the capitalist world, when we consider the
problem of the revolutionary situation or of a war crisis
which may arise, neither our Party nor the masses is pre·
pared for such a situation. Have we groups and nuclei firmly
rooted in the factories who can guarantee that the Commu
nist Party in such a situation will have, not merely the will to
do its duty, but also the capacity?"

The Communist Party as a revolutionary power has failed
completely. It has neither an adequate revolutionary foun
dation nor the capacity to build a socialized community. For·
years the strongest impulse in the minds of the Communist
leadership has been, not the will to Socialism, but the mad
desire to destroy the Social Democracy. This party has
spoken so much of the future socialist regime of Soviet
Germany but has at the same time made a pitiable failure of
every practical task it undertook, whether in the workers'
bookshops, in the consumers' societies, or in other proletar
ian organizations.

Contrary to the popular opinion that the Communist Party
had in the elections of 1932 made inroads in the Socialist
working masses, this was the third illusory success which the
Communist movement had scored. Its first great rise came in
1923. The chief cause of the increase of Communist strength
was the inflation and the occupation of the Ruhr. On May
4, 1924, 3,600,000 Communist votes were cast. Barely a
year later, in March, 1925, this vote had fallen to 1,800,000.
Then under the whip of the depression and of the Swastika,
came the second growth in the summer of 1930. Nor were
these gains of long duration, although a considerable in
crease in the vote was scored. From March to April, 1932,
the Communists lost 1,200,000 votes. The third wave of
German Communism, which arose out of the reactionary
course of the Von Papen government followed. On July
31 and November 6, 1932, the Party gained at the polls.
The decline began immediately. This was registered in'
March in consequence of the pitiless blows dealt by Fascism.
This is the typical picture of German Communism. In
stability and perpetual fluctuations, in contrast to the firmly
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established strength of the Social Democracy, have distin
guished it from the beginning.

Outside of the Soviet Union only Germany has had a
large Communist Party. How different is the situation
in the other European countries, where Communism could
not flourish under the much despised democratic guarantees,
and where the Communists have remained weak groups of
sectarians.. In England, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Hol
land, Belgium, Switzerland and Austria, the Communists do
not control a vote amounting to even five percent of the
Social Democratic voting strength. The Social Democratic
organization of a single German city like Leipzig is more
than twice as strong as the Communist Party in the British
Empire. And even in Germany there was no "danger" of
a Communist seizure of power but the_ Fascist reaction and
the dark powers behind it thought it wise to paint the spectre
of Bolshevism in flaming colors in order to establish them
selves firmly in the seats of power by means of a mass
hypnosis.

At this moment when German Communism has been de
stroyed by the blows dealt it by Hitler, the international
Socialist labor movement must realize what the split finally
lead to. Today even the most prejudiced worker real
izes how dearly the German working class has paid for its
disunion. There is no point in speculating how the world
might have looked in the last fifteen years if the working
class had not been split. But there can be no doubt that
without the break in the labor movement the triumph of
Fascist terror in Italy and in Germany would not have been
conceivable. Political disturbances and reaction would surely
have made their appearance in the confused ups and downs of
the last few years, but nothing but the breaks in our own
ranks could have enabled the reaction to wrest political power
from the labor movement in post-war Germany.

What the German working class needs in this moment
of defeat is the liquidation of mutual hatred, common under
standing and a realization that the battle does not concern
revolutionary Utopia, but clear, realistic, and attainable
goals; realization that the struggle is against Fascism and
capitalist misery. It seems that in the deathly silence that
Prevails over Germany recognition of this is becoming wide
spread.

But I am concerned not only with the immediate problems
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which the German proletariat must solve. The German
worker will be forced to learn under .the Fascist whips that
there is only one solution for him: unity of the working
class in thought and action. The Communist Party which
represented a minority of the German workers is crushed.
It has no political and organizational power. For practical
and for revolutionary purposes it has ceased to exist. Its
proletarian masses are negligible unless they join the mighty
united front of the German workers, as the necessities of
the times demand. Hand in hand with the creation of this
mighty united movement must go the re-orientation of the
Social Democracy, with reference to the new balance of
forces, to the new battle-ground and to the future tasks of
the Party.

Everywhere the workers must awaken to the realization
that the enemy is not within their own ranks but outside.
The enemy stands to the right. It is the class enemy and
Fascism! Only a United working class is capable of de
feating Fascism and Capitalism. More than ever do the
words of Marx hold today, fifty years after his death:

Proletarians'of All Lands, Unite!

K.F.

The nationaZ "soci4Zist" Ohancellor and his Oabinet.



CHAPTER IV.

ONLY THREE DAYS . ..

In the following pages are the reports of three days
of National Socialist Terror. These items are only excerpts
from the full story of the terror which prevails in Fascist
Germany. There can be not even a remote approach
to completeness. From these items it is clear what reliance
can be placed on the indignant denials of the German counter
revolution.

Bochum, March 9th
In the suburb of Dustern the Communist la:borer Hullpach

was found shot to death on the street. The laborer Barb
nick was found stretched out in his dwelling with a rifle
wound in his abdomen. The centrist editor Dr. Haberer was
shot in his own home.

Breslau, March 9th
The· Fascists have smashed literally everything in the

Union Headquarters of Breslau which could be de
stroyed. An attempt to saw through the doors of the bank
did not succeed. The rooms of the director were thor
oughly looted. Typewriters and money were stolen from
every office. In the library the Hitlerites smashed the shelves
and ripped up the books. The books in the book store of
the ADGB were with few exceptions carried out into the
street and burned or stolen. The food stuffs in the res
taurant seemed to have had a particular attraction for the
Storm Troopers. All the alcohol and wine in the cellars
went down the throats of the Brown Shirts. Eye witnesses
state that on Wednesday evening many intoxicated Storm
Troopers had to be carried out of the Union Headquarters
by their comrades.

Cologne, March 9th
In Trier the house in which Karl Marx was born was

occupied by Storm Troopers and the swastika banner was
raised. A Nazi leader then made a speech in front of the
house and had the crowd burn three banners of the Iron
Front. The police set a guard over the Karl Marx house.

Brunswick, March 9th
On Tuesday afternoon Storm Troopers occupied the

Peoples House. They smashed the doors, destroyed furni-
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ture and burnt printed material on the streets. An advertise
ment solicitor named Seile from Berlin was shot by the
Storm Troopers as they entered.

Berlin, March 9th
The Berlin Trades' Union Headquarters, in which were

located the offices of many labor organizations, were ·occu
pied and searched on Thursday night by Storm Troopers
and National Socialists.

The following is a report of what happened: "After the
doors of the Trade Union Building were broken open the
crowd presumably first entered the offices of the Book Print
ers Union. Most of the door panels of the various rooms
were broken. Desks were overturned and searched for docu
ments. The pictures of Ebert, Loebe and Bebel which hung
on the walls were torn down and smashed. The head of a
bust of Bebel was broken. Also the picture of the former
chairman of the Book Printers Union Seitz, now long dead,
was smashed. The banner of the Book Printers was evi
dently taken away, since only its case was found in the room.
Out of the kitchen of the restaurant and out of the lock
smith's establishment in the basement, the raiders stole most
of the tools and utensils.

Raiders also entered the office of the local General Com
mittee of the Federation of German Unions. Desks were
overturned, door panels were smashed in, and pictures ripped
from the walls. Photographs which were found in the desks
and which for the most part represented republican demon·
strations, were torn up. The Labor Secretariat which takes
care of invalids and the sick, likewise suffered serious dam
age. In the upper stories· are the offices of the Carpenters
Union. Here the handles of a safe were torn off; the other
safe shows the marks of hammer blows. From another
office new portfolios of papers were taken. A large part of
the Trade Union Building was ruined.

Freital, March 9th
The offices of the Freital "Volkszeitung" were raided by

Storm Troopers. The equipment was smashed and papers
were burned.

Dresden, March 9th
The editor of the "Chemnitz" "Volksstimme" and member

of the Landtag, Karl Bachel was seriously mistreated in the
Landtag by Storm Troopers and was beaten down on the
street in front of the Landtag building. When the ambu-
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lance came to take the seriously injured man to the hospital
the inhuman beasts prevented this with the cries "Let him
die on the street."

Breslau, March 9th
On Thursday night Storm Troopers entered the home of

the 58-year old social democratic official Be1kner who lives
alone in the Breslau suburb Wilhelmsruh. Belkner opened
the door to the Nazis when they insisted that they were
police officers. The Nazis demolished the dwelling, beat and
choked Be1kner, stripped him naked and painted him from
head to foot with tar. The old man dared not leave his
dwelling because his assailants had threatened him with
further violence should he do so. When they left, the Nazis
took with them the district banner of the Social Democratic
Party ",which was in Belkner's keeping.

Chemnitz, March 9th
On Thursday the business manager of the Chemnitz

"Volksstimme," George Landgraf, was shot to death by a
Nazi.

Cologne, March 9th
On Thursday noon Nazis forced their way into the home

of the Reichstag member Sollman in Cologne, destroyed al
most all the furniture and dragged Sollman away after
beating him until he was covered with blood. They also
entered the home of the local editor of the "Rheinische Zei"
tung" Efferoth. He was also beaten till he bled and was
then dragged away. Almost all the furniture in Efferoth's
home was also destroyed. After the event, the police re
ported that Sollman and Efferoth had been taken into "pro
tective arrest." At night, on Friday, the Nazis forceably
entered the home of Alderman George Beyer, editor of the
"Rheinische Zeitung." They searched the rooms and caused
considerable damage. -

Chemnitz, March 10th
In Limbach three Communists named Grantz, Forster,

and Tendler were shot "in flight" and killed.
In the forest of Klein-Machnow near Berlin, three un

known men were found shot to death.

Munich, March 10th
.The activties. of the Nazis on Thursday evening began

WIth the stormmg of the Trade Union Headquarters by
about 800 Storm Troopers with machine guns, automtaic
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pistols, rifles and revolvers. Shortly before all the police
which throughout the whole afternoon had watched over and
bad guarded the streets leading to the Trade Union Head·
quarters, were withdrawn. The action began with a volley
upon the rear of the building which borders on a cemetery.
Then the front of the big entrance door was smashed within
ten minutes, whereupon the raiders overflowed the corridors
and began to shoot wildly. The house guard, about 300
men strong, as well as the employees of the house, had in
the meantime been collected in the great hall in order to
avoid individual casualties. This measure was taken after
the reinforcements of about 100 policemen repeatedly prom·
ised by the police headquarters had failed to appear. All
the occupants of the house, with the exception of the heads
of the unions and the leaders of the Reichsbanner were
compelled to leave the house with hands up. After the
search, the union official Schiffer demanded that the control
of the house be returned to him, but he was told that this
could not be done.

Toward 9 o'clock in the evening followed the occupation
of the "Munchener Post" Socialist daily, which was com·
pletely cleaned out in the course of the night. Since until
now no one has been allowed to approach the building noth
ing definite is known about the condition of the furnishings
and of the printing machiery.

Between 2 and 3 o'clock in the morning heavily armed
Storm Troopers forced their way into the homes of the
leaders of the Reichbanner and of the Party. In Auer's
home only the servant girl was present. The house was in
part demolished, books and filing cases were overturned
and the room turned topsy turvy. The garret, too, was
thoroughly searched. A steel filing case was taken away.
The servant girl was kidnapped. Up to the present there
is no information as to her whereabouts.

Gleiwitz, March 10th
The Centre Party has sent the following telegram to Presi

dent von Hindenburg: "The leader in the elections in Ger
man Upper Silesia, Father Ulitzka was today assaulted,
threatened, and badly beaten after his meeting had been
broken up by Storm Troopers in uniform. We ask for
protection and punishment of the guilty."

Breslau, March 10th
On Friday at 8 :30 A. M. five people appeared at the home

of. the well·known Breslau theatre manager, Barnay, and
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forced him at the point of a revolver to go with them. Barnay
was taken by automobile out into the country, outside of the
city. He had to take off trousers, vest and coat and was
beaten with whips. 'When Barnay called to his assailants
"Why don't you shoot me," a fight started. Suddenly the
police appeared. The occurrence was officially confirmed in
the police report.

More has heen learned about the torturing of Reichstag
member Sollman. The police, who had looked for him for a
long time, finally found him unconscious in the coal cellar of
the official Brown House of C{)logne in Mozart Street. His
body was one great wound. Sollman was delivered, cov
ered with blood, to the hospital of the old Cologne
Prison. When our friend visited him in prison his chin,
which had received a huge open wound, was just being
sewed up. His lower jaw hung loose and his teeth had been
knocked loose. The physicians were busy with the gravely
injured man who is hardly capable of giving a report of the
horrible mistreatment that he had endured.

One of our comrades, whom Sollman was later able to see
in the hospital, told the most horrible and hair-raising stories.
How Sollman was tortured, how he was beaten and flayed,
how he was tormented in a thousand different ways cannot
be told in a few words. Among other cruelties his tormen
tors hit upon the idea of pouring bottles of castor oil down
his throat and of tying his trousers to his body. Then he
was beaten, his face was scratched so that. stitches had t{)
be put in many places. He lay in a pool of his own blood in
the coal cellar. It is a miracle that Sollman escaped with
his life.

Sollman received the worst of his mistreatment in the
Brown House of the Nazis, where he had been taken after
he had been attacked in his own home. He was manhandled
in the presence of the National Socialist Member of the
Reichstag Schaller and of the National-Socialist Alderman
Ebel.

Comrade Hugo Efferoth fared no better. He was taken t{)
the prison unconscious, after he, too, had been fetched out
of the coal cellar of the Brown House. Externally his con
dition was terrible, but his worst wound was a deep knife
thrust in the back which was sewed up Thursday night by
the surgeons.
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Berlin, March 13th
On the twelfth of March the National Socialists sought

the Socialist member of the Reichstag Kunstler in the home
of his 65-year old father-in-law Erdmann in order to arrest
him.

When they could not find Kunstler they seized Erdmann
and told his wife that they would bring him back a cripple.

The secretary of the Social Democratic Party, the Reich
stag member Herz was likewise attacked in his home by a
troop of Nazis and was mistreated in the most shameful
manner. He suffered so many injuries that he had to be
taken to the hospital.

Berlin, March 13th
The residence of the well-known Communist Ruth Fischer

was the object of an attack by the Nazis. They searched
her house and when they found no one there they broke
everything they could lay their hands on.

They then seized the fifteen-year old son of Ruth Fischer
and dragged him to their quarters. There they intend to
keep him as a hostage until his mother has been found and
arrested.

Dresden, March 13th
Some persons unknown demanded admittance to the home

of the attorney Spiegel with the cry "Open. The Police."
Spiegel had become widely known as local representative of
the Social Democratic Party in many legal proceedings.
When Attorney Spiegel opened, the intruders shot at him
a number of times. Shortly after he was taken to the
hospital he died as the result of his wounds.

The Social Democratic Alderman Kresse at Schoneck on
the Elbe was killed by a revolver shot in the temple in a
saloon. The killer shot from the ontside through one of the
windows.

Konigsberg, March 13th
In Tolkemit in East Prussia two Communist functionaries

were shot and killed while in flight.
In Elbing the body of a man shot through the head was

found. The dead man had no identification papers of any
sort on his body.

* * * * **
By order of the Reich's President "for the protection

of the people and the State" the Reichsbanner republican or
ganization is forbidden in Bavaria, Saxony, Brunswick,
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· Thuringia and W urtemberg. In these countries· the wearing
of the insignia of membership in the Reichsbanner and in the
Iron Front is forbidden. The banners of these organizations
cannot be shown.

Breslau, March 13th
In the Breslau Trade Union House the 23-year old son of

the superintendent of the house, Phillip, was murdered when
Storm Troopers occupied the building. Details of the killing
of Phillip are now at hand. When the raiders entered the
building young Phillip was kept with his brother under
guard of several Nazis in a meeting room on the first story.
Suddenly a Storm Trooper burst in at the door and stabbed
the defenseless boy in the breast before the eyes of his
brother. The men who kept Phillip and his brother prisoner
are said to have spoken Polish. Presumably they were Na
tional Sociaists from Upper Silesia.

Mannheim, March 13th
The interior of the rooms of the Mannheim Trade Union

Building have been almost completely demolished by Storm
Troopers.

Kiel, March 14th
It has now been established that the murderer of the Social

Democratic Attorney Spiegel wore the uniform of the Storm
Troopers. The members of the Social Democratic Party
were info.rmed of the murder by a note written on a type
writer. Thereupon Police and Storm Troopers occupied
the Tr~de Union House and placed several leaders of the
Iron Front under protective arrest. The Nazis hung the
Swastika flag over the Trade Union House.

"_ '. . Konigsberg, March 13th
Arrests continue in every place in East Prussia. Com

munists, Social Democrats and members of the Reichsbanner
indiscriminately are the victims. In Neidenburg 32 Republi
cans have been arrested because they supported the Social
Democratic" Party and the Reichsbanner with money. In
Labiau forty Socialist and Communist functionaries are held
in "protective arrest." In Riesenburg the Nazis have ar
rested 35 officials of the Socialist and the Communist parties
as well as a number of Jewish business~ - , -
the Storm Troopers have occupied pOE
buildings. In Elbing two Communists
child and a seventy-year old woman as
wounded. 477
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