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THE GOOD NEIGHBOR

I wish to express the Mexican point of view with
regard to the relations between our two countries, es·
pecially as it bears upon the expropriation of the oil
industry in Mexico. This event has been very thorough.
ly discussed from all ~ints of view, by the owners,
by the foreign and native employees who lost their jobs,
by the oil workmen, by the Government, and others.

To begin with, it would be just to state that the
attitude of the press in the United States has been in
general, impartial and fair, although in several in
stances a wrong impression of the acttial facts and a
onesided exposition have been presented to the Amer
ican public.

Naturally, the oil companies affected by the ex
propriation decree have a very definite opinion and
point of view. We all have our own opinions influenced
generally by our economic interests. Furthermore,
these affected groups are in a privileged position to
make their opinions known to everybody and frequent
ly in the past they have had the power to enforce such
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opinions. This group believes that it is unjust to de
prive companies of their holdings on the ground that
they are the pioneers of the oil industry in Mexico;
that they had faith in the future of the country and
took all kinds of chances before they even got a penny
back from their original investments; that the expro
priation is nothing but an act of piracy on the part of
both the Government and the irresponsible bunch of
workmen whose sole ambition is to plunder, because
they are unable to create. This group usually finish
their argument by using the magic word especially
coined for foreign consumption, by saying that the
expropriation is nothing less than a Communistic
robbery. They also argue the point that neither the
Government nor the workmen are capable of handling
the industry to advantage, and that this will soon go to
ruin unless the present Government is overthrown and
the properties are turned over to their previous owners.

The latter part of the thesis is most interesting
since it is a wish that gives birth to an idea. HON

often do we interpret reality through our feelings r
The world is to us a synthesis of reality and of our
own being, of the objective and the subjective; hence
the great importance of fiction in life. I'n fact, desires,
wishes, prejudices, whims and passions are realities;
that is, they exist, and exist with power, violence and
persistence as great as that of matter.

I quite 'understand the point of view of the persons
affected. They take for granted our inability to act.
It is true that the technical personnel of the companies
has been useful in the development of Mexico, but they
are well aware that nobody is indispensable and that
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there are in Mexico persons capable of substituting
them; that the oil technique, although marvelous and
worthy of retribution, is not a secret and neither is it
the exclusive patrimony of the two great enterpris~s
that monopolize the oil industry in the world.

He who believes himself indispensable to any coun
try suffers from a superiority complex that not only
is harmful to him but to those that find themselves
under his direction. As a rule, these "indispensable"
persons demand very hight salaries, they are never
satisfied and they try to make us believe in a patron
izing manner that they are granting us a favor by being
in our country, thus creating in their victims an in
feriority complex, that humiliates and corrupts them
by making them abject. One of the main causes origi-.
nating the labor conflict prior to the expropriation
was the lack of tact and understanding on the part of
the administrators. We are aware that it is very diffi
cult for a person placed in a certain position, equipped
with definite and fixed prejudices, used to power and
wealth, to adapt himself all of a sudden to a critical
situation that requires an immediate decision based on
inteligence and loftiness of spirit. Thus the oil com
panies dug their own graves in Mexico. To justify the
above assertion it is necessary to analyze the point of
view of the affected interests.

To begin with, I wish to do homage to the memory
of Sir Whitman Pearson, late Lord Cowdray, founde~·

of the oil industry in Mexico. Lord Cowdray was of
very humble origin and of a type similar to that of
Henry Ford. He became an aristocrat through his own
efforts and worthiness. He was one of' those rare
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specimens produced once in a century among the human
crop. He had an exceptional intelligence, great fore
sight, special1Pfts as an organizer and administrator.
As a general rule, the rest of the pioneers of the oil
industry in Mexico were of Mr. Doheney's type, But
let us start our analysis.

The original investments, that is, the amount of
money brought into Mexico for the development of the
oil industry did not exceed one hundred million dollars.
It is true that m.ore investments· were made, but
these were derived from the income of the original
investments. Now then, with an origmal investment of
more or less one hundred million dollars, the companies
exported from Mexico about five billion dollars worth
of oil. A relative of mine, who is a decided follower of
the oil companies will not accept this argument, stating
that the promoter and investor who risks one cent and
builds a fortune worth millions, is entitled to those
millions because they are the product of his enterprise,
foresight and special capability. I would accept this
opinion if it were not for the fact that in the petroleum
affair there are other factors involved. Nevertheless,
this relative of mine sticks to his dogma with full con
viction and accepts no contradiction.

This type of man is most conservative, hates any
change and is never willing to discuss his prejudices
because they represent to him a vital function, similar
to that represented in the survival of the individual
through any of his senses. It is not necessary for a
person to justify the fact that he possesses touch, sight
and hearing. Furthermore, I have to confess that the
world of today is to a great extent the result of indi-
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,vidual initiative and that the capitalistic system has IltJ

rival in history for its capacity to produce. Neverthe
less, I do not believe I exaggerate when I state that
this system is deficient in the distribution of the wealtn
that it produces. To prove my assertion it is ,suf~~

cient to point Qut the phenomenon of economic, depres;
sion which confronts us with millions of unemployed
watching the real and actual destruction of th~ir pro
duction because there are not enough persons 'witp.
sufficient means to acquire it. The capitalistic systelll
does not take into consideration that production, is
meant for the use and benefit of the community. Is.Is
true that for many years the coincidence of supplyi~g

the needs of men was more or less automatic, but in ~a

complex society, as the present one, it has becom!-'
necessary to create a technique of distribution that.)s
equal to the admirable capacity to produce, the mO$~

distinctive feature of the capitalistic system. ' "

We are deeply interested in the social and e~on~:

mic experiment being made in the United States, espe
cially because we believe that our destiny is intimately
interwoven with that of the United States, and because
we do not sympathize with regimes of violence, oppr~s

sion and annihilation of individual liberty. We wi~h

to solve our problems and to find our salvation in our
realities~ traditions, and national characteristics. It
~ay be true that Faschism and Communism have bee.~

based upon the special circunstances of those countries
in which they have been established. '..,

To begin with, the expropriation decree is not a
communistic 'act, because we are ffrmly det"ermined to
pay for the expropriated properties and because this
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mea~ure was not inspired by communistic doctrine. It
was exclusively a necessary and indispensable measure
of public utility.

In fact,when the Supreme Court of Mexico gave
notice of its resolution, adverse to the oil interests,tha
companies immediately declared in a categoric and
definite manner that they would not accept this resolu
tion, because they are unable to do so. An intolerable
situation was created by the attitude assumed by the
companies, which would have ended in the total paraly
zation of the oil industries, and it would have affected
the economic life of the country. TranspOrtation and
many other industries cannot operate without oil. The
F.ederal Government, basing itself on a law promul
.gated previously to the oil conflict, was forced to decree
the expropriation of the oil industry in Mexico. I do
not know what the Government of the United States
would have done in a similar case, but we adopted the
only possible remedy permitted us, within the terms
of the Law, to make possible the continuation of op
erations of this important industry. In Me'xico, when L

certain industry endangers the life of the country or
constitutes a menace of great social import, the Feder
~I G0vernment is morally and legally authorized to
expropriate such industry.

Precisely because the prolonged paralization of the
oil industry was unbearable, the President of the
Republic influenced the oil workmen to stop the strike
declared at the beginning of the conflict and to abide
by the decision of the Mexican courts.

,It,has been said that the resolution of the Supreme
Court is unjust. For t.he American reader it would,
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be quite easy to decide on this argument if he was told
that certain party was not going to accept a resolu
tion issued by the Supreme Court of the United States
because he considers it unjust. Neverteless, if we ad
mit the possibility that the resolution of our Supreme
Court is unjust or mistaken, this possibility is eleminat
ed by the fact that the companies finally agreed to
accept it, that is, to pay the salaries and compensations
as established by the resolution. Unfortunately this
willingness to comply with the decision of our Courts
was arrived at by the companies after the expropria
tion had already been decreed. To have annulled the
expropriation act then would have been humiliating.

The origin of the oil industry in Mexico as well as
in other countries is stained with blood, violence, plun
der, corruption and intrigue of all kinds. We may
forget crimes and mistakes of the past, provided the
organization or industry committing them later jus
tifies its existence from the social point of view. Un
fortunately the oil companies did not have the necessa
ry foresight to cooperate in the development of the re
gions in which they operated. When oil wells were ex
hausted life in the region was extinguished, for the ex
ploiters left no traces of culture, such as schools, hos
pitals, roads, and institucions for social health and hy
giene. During the boom: of the exploitation in any re
gion only saloons and places of prostitution flourished.
These evils were attributed to the low standards of the

.local authorities and to that of the inhabitants of that
particular section of the country..We know and admit
our defects and we feel indignant at the unsocial
behavior of the Mexicans who have been accomplices
and frequently the authors of our tragedies. It is be-



cause we are determined to raise the moral standard of
our authorities and citizens that we are unable to sym
pathize with the imperialistic elements that have
become in Mexico the main support of this, state of
affairs.

The duplicity of imperialistic enterprises is evi
denced in great and powerful nations such as France
and Great Britain, who although their inhabitans at
home enjoy a high moral standard, gladly collect taxes
on narcotics in their oriental colonies. An article in
"Current History", in March of this year, treats of
this subject.

Therefore if imperialism has been the main origina
tor and supporter of corrupt and irresponsible gov
ernments, of vice and the degeneration of our race,
we are determined to finish with. it. Consequently, it
is not contradictory when we assert that we are in fa
vor of the protection of the individual and also of pri
vate enterprise and individual initiative. In fact, the
purpose of the State is the protection of its citizens.

Hence, when a private enterprise endangers the life
of its citizens or becomes a serious obstacle to the
economic independence of the country or corrupts the
environment in which it operates, it becomes necessary
and it is moral and legal to put an end to its existence.
It is justifiable to sacrifice the rights of an individual
when their exefcize becomes anti-social and If by so
doing we attain the happines of the rest of the com
munity.

It is objected that we cannot expect business enter
prises to engage in activities that better correspond to
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cultural, educational or philanthropic institution, be
cause the exclusive object of private business is profit.
We agree that commercial or industrial enterprises
exist neither for purposes of love or charity; we are
not ourselves moral reformers, but we are firmly
determined to prevent private enterprises fron becom
ing positive factors of corruption.

The most serious argument -in the thesis we are
analysing is the assertion that business when adminis
trated by Government has always been a failure. I do
not know whether this rule has any exceptions and we
do not pretend to be the exception. But we admit that
it would not have been possible, from a logical and
ethical point of view, to expropriate foreign enterprises
for the sole purpose of delivering them to Mexican
private enterprises. And to prevent any f~ilure we are
determined to attain discipline, efficiency, and loyal
ty from the administration and the workmen. Experien
ce will teach us how to stimulate individual initiative.
We are certain that we will be able to raise the moral
level of the workmen.

We have been threatened with terrible reprisals
that may seriously endanger our economy. We are pre
pared for any sacrifices. It may be that only through
sacrifices and suffering we may be able to attain na
tional unity and the conviction in the minds of all Mex
icans that constant labor and discipline are indispen
sable if we wish to. become economically independent
and a really great nation.

The last point in this analysis of the imperalistic
thesIs is the insinuation that we overthrow our Gov-
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ernment. It is true that the measure analyzed in this
article was decided by the President, but it is neces
sary that it be known with clearness that the Mexican
nation accepted this measure with enthusiasm and
conviction. We have had many Governments that not
only did not represent public opinion but did not look
after the interests of the nation. We may imagine a
Government that is not popular but formed by an ar
istocracy which sincerely aspires to raise the standard
of living and cultural development of the people. Nev
er, in the history of Mexico, have the people backed
the Government to such and extent as it has in the pre
sent case. For this sole reason, the whole nation has
become jointly liable and responsible with the Govern
ment in the nationalization of the oil industry. Who
ever in the future becomes President of Mexico will
be forced to uphold this act. The dismal argument of
alarmists, agitators and professional organizers of rev
olutions, paid by basta:rd interests will not prosper
when they come preaching to us the salvation of the
country by means of disturbing our peace and creat
ing anarchy.

In spite of the critical economic position menac
ing us for having affected powerful interests, we
want the world to know that we feel proud and happy
that, the step has been taken.

It has been painful to think that a fer plutocrats
in Wall Street or in the capitals of Europe had the
desting of Mexico in their hands and that our Govern
ment was a mere puppet always ready to comply with
their wishes. This situation cre-etted an inferiority com
plex which was very harmful to the development of
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Mexico. Nevertheless, we hold no hate for those affect
ed by the expropriation nor their personal represen
tatives in Mexico, nor the wealthy stockholders that
live comfortably in Europe and in the U. S. Mexico has
ll{) race or national prejudices. We do not hate Jews,
Americans or any other races or nationalities. We were
however immensely happy and elated over the ex
propriation because through it we experienced a feeling
of sovereignty, and everybody in Mexico, rich and

-poor, men and women, even foreigners that love Mex
ico, felt that an event of great importance had occurred
and gave expression to that feeling. The event was
important because it gave us the opportunity to ex
ternally demonstrate something that was latent in our
souls, namely, the feeling that we are maturing as a
Nation, that we possess national ideals, that we crave
national unity. When the expropriation was decreed,
all Mexico was in a great state of excitement and ex
pectation but ready to go to any lengths in order to
hold its place. But we were agreeably surprised to dis
cover that past fears and the inferiority complex-forced
into us were only phantasms and creations of a sick
mind. Then we became conscious of the fact that we
could do something great, that at last we had the op
portunity to work for economic independence, to con
struct, to assume great responsibilities, to be respected
and admired. Every Mexican now knows that the honest
and sincere development of his own capacities and per
sonality, is the common aim of all his fellow-citizens
and that this aim is sufficiently great to fight for, and
to present it to the world as something to be respected.

Our nationalism is not a selfish wish to exclude
others. On the contrary, it is our idea that only b.Y'
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developing confidence in ourselves can we help human
ity. We feel that we have a. work of great importance
to perform in the world of nations, but this work must
be an expression of our own nationality, because it
can not be performed by anyone except ourselves as a·
nation. Our nationalism is derived from something
typical of us. It is the· synthesis of past mistakes and
misfortunes,' of our Spanish, European' and Indian
traditions and of the infiuence 0 fthe United States in
Mexico, of all the forces that have accumulated to pro
duce the Mexico of today. Nationalism in MexiCO'
means the desire to give to the inhabitants of this
nation the product of their efforts, and this is based
on the peculiar idea- that' our work and our natural'
resources belong to us. Nationalistic Mexico wclcomel'
foreign investments if the investor does not operate on
the principle that his money constitutes a perpetual
mortgage on the people and resources of this country.

Scientific knowledge in our hands is constantly
increasing. This will enable us to iricrease our pro
duction rapidly, to promote education and public health
on a large scale and to develop our country. We have
the firm determination to create in Mexico a new,
beautiful and generous culture. As far as the United
States and foreigners are concerned, we want them to
know that we are proud to -be able to love them and to
offer our friendship because we are free, because we
feel confidence in ourselves, and not because we fear
or hate or feel inferior:

Mexico offers its friendship to the United States
and its alliance against any invaders of this Continent.
It offers the advantages of its location .to promote
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markets between the two countries. We want Amer
icans to ~ell us what we need and to buy from us what
they need. We always prefer American merchandise,
not because it is invariably better and cheaper than
European, but because we are familiar with it and it
is nearer to us. We are not competitors and our de
velopment will not make us so, for we are different
arId the tendency is for us to become more different in
production and character. Let our differences in points
of. view be the element of mutual esteem, sympathy
and economic and spiritual intercourse~ In a few years
Mexico will be the best export and import market for
the United States and our constant intercourse, jf
carried on with sincerity, sympathy and a sense that
we are equal and not inferior or superior to each other,
will make ·of Mexico the most interesting and useful
country for the United states.

The exotic natural beauties of Mexico have been
praised for tourist purposes. In the same fashion one
sees in the catalog for tourists to the United States
mention of the Empire State Building, the Golden Gate
Bridge (two of the greatest engineering feats of this
century) and other external manifestations of beauty,
technique and power.

I lived in the United States more than eight years.
Naturally, I admired external greatness and accom-

. plishment, but I learned to love Americans, and from
them I loved to learn, and to work and to be naive
most of the time. Circumstances taught me to wash
dishes, wait on tables, shovel snow in the streets, but
it also gave me later the opportunity to teach math
ematics and Spanish, and to acquire an aducation and
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always to feel respectful and respected. My best
friends r found in the United States. One of them
whose ancestors came to Virginia in 1631, has no rival,
in my experience,for his immense sympathy,knowledge
of human nature, sincerity, capacity and heroism. The
supreme gift of my friend is his sympathy and under
standing. He finds in each human being an inexhaust
ible source of beauty and kindness. By making a com
plete world out of each person his very individual sym
pathy becomes universal. And I also found in the Unit
ed States that this most exquisite flower of civilization
called sympathy grows side by side with the moat
bigoted and narrow-minded specimens of mankind. I
had the privilege to include among my friends a most
select group of quiet but exceptional scientists, pro
fessional men, social workers, business men and com
mon laborehs, the best representatives of American
greatness.

I left Mexico for the United States at the age of
thirteen years and on my return at the age to twenty
one I discovered that the Mexican had great capacity
for the appreciation of beauty and for artistic creation,
great talent for abstract thought, great passion for
love and hatred and a savage capacity for pain and
pleasure. I made the very interesting discovery that
the Mexican is one of the most normal human beings
from the sexual point of view. I also noticed that the
Mexican has great defects and drawbacks but to 11le

the expropriation of the oil industry is a great oppor
tunity offered to us to become more self-reliant and to
assume greater responsibilities. For the student of so
cial psychology the expropriati~ndecree is a dramatic
example of how a single event may mark the beginning
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of a new epoch in the development of the personality
of a whole Nation.

It might be suspected that this article is inspired
out of personal interests and written in a spirit of
propaganda. It is true that I have written it impelled
by powerful interests and driven by a passionate spirit
of propaganda.

I am a Mexican citizen by birth and by choice. For
this reason· I am deeply interested in the future of my
country. I aIQ. also a graduate of an American Univer
sity (Columbia), and therefore familiar with anJ
greatly sYJDpathetic to the American people. Hence my
great desire to spread what I consider a sincere ex
position of the oil affair and of public opinion in Mex
ico. My personal interest has no price for it is not
inspired by monetary remuneration, nor by a desire to
keep or obtain a Government position. For this reason
I think I. am morally obliged to introduce myself so
that the reader may be aware of, and know my inter
ests, inclinations and prejudices.

My ancestors were of Spanish and French origin.
They enjoyed wealth and power. But they were ruined
by the revolution. Nevertheless, they taught me to love
my country, because they knew that only by making
me feel like a son of this soil, as I do, could I find hap
piness, that is, the possibility of fully developing my
personality.

In spite of our differences we Mexicans and Amer
icans have important common aims for which to fight.
It is obvious that the attitude of friendship and under-
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standing assumed by the Government of the United
States must become a pennanent policy, for it will
create ~utual advantages to both countries and it
will serve to convince all Latin America that Mexico
and the United States are sincere in their friendship
and not merely indulging in diplomatic or sentimental
talk; that we are going to work together to promote
markets for each other, to fight any foreign invasion
and the establishment on this Continent of exotic polit-

, ical, social or economic dogmas that for us mean the
killing of individual development, rivalry among neigh
bors, dictatorship, oppresion, race hatreds and all the
mental burdens of the old world. We are not afraid of
social refonn, but the social refonn we need and the
methods to be used in order to bring it about will be
discovered and adapted exclusively by us.

The "good neighbor policy" is pregnant with
possibilities; nevertheless it might· become a. mere,
phrase. But if we give it meaning and application it
will mark an epoch in the history of international rela-.
tions. My experience with Americans has been success
ful to the utmost because it has been based on sym
pathy and understanding. My experience as a lawyer
has taught me a fundamental principle: human rela
tions are successful when based on mutual consent.

The United States and Mexico should have the
courage and sincerity to establish and apply these same
principles in their relations. The "good neighbor poli
cy" either means sympthy, understanding and mu
tual consent or it means nothing. Eloquent facts have
proven to us that President Roosevelt and Secretary of

18



State Mr. Hull, are now the best guarantee of tha
friendly relations proposed in this article.

Mexico City,

May 19, 1938.

Oscar Morineau.
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