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VITO MARCANTONIO
The Man on the Flying Trapeze.

A story is told of a college professor who prided himself
on being able to distinguish and name every bug which had
ever been found or was in existence. His students, in the
hope of counfounding him, went out into the fields, picked
several different bugs, and taking the body of one, the eyes
of another, and the legs of a third, pasted them toge.ther.
They took their newly-created bug to the classroom and
asked the professor what kind of a bug this was. He
examined it.

"Boys," he said, "this looks like a hum-bug."
We are reminded of this story because it describes better

than we think can be done in any other way Vito Marcan
tonio, a member of Congress from Harlem, some of whose
antics the public has become familiar with through the daily
press and some of which are not known so well, but should
be.

That a politician should very often try to be all things
to all men is not unusual. Very often they are neither
fish, fowl, or good red meat. The reason for it is simple:
the more groups in his constituency who think that he sides
with them, the better will be his chances ·for reelection or
fol' poli tical advancement.

But there are certain restrictions and limitations which
even politicians and the lowest of them observe. They may
try to ride several horses- at the same time, but, as a rule,
they are cautious enough to see that the horses go in the
same direction. They are careful not to mount several
horses going in totally opposite directions. .

Vito Marcantonio, in his brief career as a politician, has
completely ignored the danger signals to which more ex
perienced politicians pay heed. Like the performer on the
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stage who performs his magic tricks on the theory that the
hand is quicker than the eye, this politician not only takes
different views but totally opposite views, not on succeed
ing days, but on the same day. He jumps from black
shirts to red shirts-from Fascism to Communism-from
one political extreme to another almost faster than the
eye can detect. This requires all kinds of contortions, an
agility that has never been regarded as human, but Vito
Marcantonio goes through these transformations without
the flicker of an eyelid, without compunction, fear or bash-
fulness. •

But the difference between him and the magician on the
stage is that the latter leaves no evidence that can be con
sidered after he has completed his trick, whereas Vito Mar
cantonio's record of perfidy and betrayal are to be found
In documentary evidence, generally in his own handwriting.

Marcantonio Elected With Support of Organized Labor

When Vito Marcantonio was a candidate for Member
of Congress, Local 89, of the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union, a powerful organization of labor, actively
assisted him itself, and enlisted the support of other or·
ganizations. Financially and morally, through campaign
committees that they organized, they helped him snatch
victory from defeat in a district that would have otherwise
gone Demo.cratic. That it was these efforts which con
tributed materially to his election to Congress was admitted
by Vito Marcantonio himself in a letter which he addressed
on September 10, 1935, to Luigi Antonini, manager of
Local 89, and one of his main supporters.

"Your organization is one of those responsible for my
election," he said, in the letter to which we have just re
ferred.

Organized labor supported Marcantonio, and helped
elect him, because he professed to understand and sym
pathize with the aspirations of the workers. They took
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Annual Festival of the "Gio'l'entu' Nicosiana" at Concoursr Plaza. COllgrtsslllan Marcantonio is shown together
with the Italian Counsul, the Publisher of the Italian papers Gelleroso pope, Judge Freschi and other well known
supporters of the Fascist regime.



his professions at their face value, expecting him to remain
faithful to the cause of those who are striving to improve
their lot through the power of their economic organiza
tion, which has done so much to raise the level of their
existence, and which stands on guard to protect and advance
the interests of those who toil. Above all, they had hoped
that he would not tend aid and comfort to those who are
engaged in destroying the labor movement.

Even during the campaign which resulted in his election
his methods caused suspicion among those who were trying
to help him. For example, on the strength of information
which Marcantonio supplied him, Antonini attacked a Har
lem Fascist, one. Cocometti. Antonini had been assured by
Marcantonio that the information was reliable and could
be corroborated by witnesses whom Marcantonio was ready
to produce. None of the witnesses that had been promised
appeared. Howevei:', the case was dismissed.

After the election, Marcantonio seemed to be true to the
convictions which he had professed and which prompted
the support labor gave him. When liberty-loving Italians
assembled in Madison Square Garden on November 28,
1934, shortly after the elections, to greet the great fighter
for Italian liberty, G. E. Modigliani, Marcantonio parti
cipated. A few weeks later, on January 17, Marcantonio
escorted Modigliani through the House of Representatives,
In Washington.

Marcantonio Begins to Slide and Slip

It was then that the first evidence of the real Marcan
tonio, and his character, began to appear. On February 8,
1935, only a few weeks after he had been so profuse in his
praise and admiration for Modigliani, Marcantonio, in the
presence of several people-among them Arturo Giovan
nitti and Girolamo Valenti-criticized Antonini and Local
89 and stated that it was a mistake to get identified with the
cause of Italian liberty which Modigliani personified; that
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they shQuld not have brought lYlodigli ani to America to
assist the" cause that w~s so dear to the hearts of all Italians
who cher.ish liberty and prefer democracy to the ruthless
dictatorship which prevails in Italy.

It seemed to those who heard this criticism that Mar
cantonio was aligning himself with the Fascists. They re
garded it as a repudiation of the position Marcantonio had
previously taken. That a politician should desert his friends
and embrace his enemies was not, however, unprecedented.
If he was going the road of Fascism-a parting of the ways
had come. "

Turns Again-Now EMBRACES the Communists

But, much to the surprise of those who had become re
conciled to the idea that Marcantonio had thrown his lot
with the Fascists, it was announced, only a few weeks after
his interview in which he criticized those who opposed
Fascism, that Marcantonio was to speak at a mass-meeting
in Madison Square Garden, arranged, mind you, not by the

~ Fascists, but by the League Against War and Fascism, a
"-'" Communist organization. Could it be that he did not know

~ who the sponsors of the meeting were? In any event, he
~ i-f surely knew its purpose-to attack the Fascism which he

himself had already sought to defend.
To make sure, on March 18, 1935, Antonini informed

Marcantonio of the Communist character of the meeting.
But to Marcantonio it made no difference. There would be
a chance for a speech, some applause, perhaps, who knows,
maybe some votes. And Marcantonio appeared at this
Communist affair to denounce Fascism.

In June, 1935, Marcantonio agail} appeared at a meet
ing a~ranged by the Communists, this time to speak for the
Bonus bill. He knew that it was a Communist meeting,
and that the aid and comfort he was giving the Communists
was resented by those who had supported him.



Congressmall 111arcantonio IS shown tOf}ether with prominent Italian Fascist lenders, at the Leonardo da rind Art
School Banquet.



Marcantonio Now Assumes the Guise of a Champion of

Democracy and Attacks Labor

On August 14, 1935, in a letter addressed to Luigi An
tonini, Marcantonio attempted to justify his course. He
believed, he said, that there was a real danger of this
country falling into the hands of a dictatorship, and that
he, Marcantonio, knew how great the danger was, because
he was on the firing line and could see it. Therefore, he
said, he was willing to make common cause with anyone who
joined in the fight for American civil liberties and religious
freedom. As for the organized labor movement opposing
the Communists-why, he said, they are "the one dollar
cigar smoking orthodox labor leaders of the American
Federation of Labor who were trying to lead Antonini
from the path which he had so successfully followed in the
past."

That a Member of Congress should take up the cause
of civil liberties is understandable and laudable. That the
Communists fight for the preservation of such liberties,
except where they themselves require them, is not quite as
clear. Those who attended the Madison Square Garden
meeting to honor the Austrian Socialists who had fought
and bled on the barricades of Austria in defense of liberty
and democracy, and who saw that beautiful demonstration
of working class solidarity destroyed by the attacks of the
Communists who broke up the meeting in a riot, know
that when the Communists speak of liberty they mean lib
erty for themselves, to violate, and destroy the liberty of
others with whom they disagree. But, perhaps, here, too,
Vito Marcantonio is not capable of drawing nice distinc.
tions-whenever liberty, and democracy, are assailed
wherever there is any danger of a dictatorship-he must
take his place on the firing line to defend these precious
rights and to defeat the dictators.
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But his criticism of the labor movement was a gratuitous
insult to all organized workers. If there is any movement,
here or anywhere else, that has taken its place on the side
of civil liberty, of democracy, of the rights of minorities,
political, racial, or religious, and has given freely of its

?
resources and its strength, to repel dictatorship wherever
it has raised its head, it has been the labor movement, and

, the American Federation of Labor in this country. J o one
who retains an ounce of sincerity or the slightest respect
for truth would for a moment cast reflection or aspersion
on organized labor's part in the world wide struggle to pre
serve democracy against the assaults of its enemies.

Marcantonio and the Communists Work Hand in Hand

In making this attack, Marcantonio had adopted the tac
tics and the philosophy of the Communists, who from the
very beginning of their existence as an organization, have
concentrated their fire and vituperation on the leaders of
the labor movement, believing that if they could undermine
the workers' confidence in that leadership they would fall
heir to what was left of the organized labor movement.

In other words, it seemed to those who were watching
lVlarcantonio's vagaries that he had finally and completely
cast his lot with the Communists, and against the workers
whose support helped send him to Congress. It seemed so
not only to them, but also to the Communists, who began
playing him up in the press, and using him regularly for
their own purposes.

Thus, in October, 1935, when the Italian Congress
against War in Ethiopia was held in Brussels, Marcantonio
sent a letter expressing approval of the purposes of the
Congress, but instead of sending it through Antonini, who
he knew was a delegate, and a dinner in whose honor he
had attended, and to whom he still professed friendship,
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he sent it with the delegate of the American Communists,
Tom De Fazio.

In spite of his earlier criticism of those who were engaged
in anti-Fascist activities, and who brought Modigliani to
this country to intensify the fight against Italian Fascism,
Marcantonio posed as a great anti-Fascist-when he wa~

among the Communists. The letter which he sent through
the Communist delegate to Brussels is one illustration of
it. Here is another:

While Communists Proclaim Him "Fighting Anti-Fascist"
Marcantonio Changes Shirt and Slides Back

On March 14, 1936, at the invitation of the Communists,
he addressed a mass-meeting to aid political prisoners at,
the New Star Casino. The Communists, in the Daily W ork
er, the Communist daily, hailed him· as the "fighting" anti
Fascist, as the man whom the Fascists are attacking "for
his struggles against Fascism in the United States, and
because he has voiced his view about the best interests of
the Italian people, ground down by Mussolini's war ma-,
chine."

But while the Communists were praising him for his.
appearances at anti-Fascist meetings, for his expression of
solidarity with those who were fighting Fascism, Marcan
tonio was changing from his redshirt to his blackshirt.
Acting the part of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde-a Communist
one night, and a pro-Fascist the other-defending demo
cracy in one breath and lauding dictatorship of the most
ruthless character in the next, l\1arcantonio has become the.
best example of what Antonini has so aptly characterized:
as the man on the flying trapeze.

The evidence is incontrovertible.

(I) On Sunday, March I, Vito Marcantonio was the
main orator at a meeting held at the Manhattan Odd Fel-'
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Mccting held by the UT/ited Italian A merican Assoeiations a7ld Clubs of East Harlem, at MaT/hal/ali Odd Fellows
Temple, 071 SU7Iday, March 1, 1936.



lows Temple by the United Italian American Associations
and Clubs of East Harlem. Ostensibly, the meeting was
held for the benefit of the Itali~n Red Cross. Actually,
not even the banner of the Italian Red Cross was displayed
at the meeting. As the photograph which we produce else
where shows, the picture hanging on the wall symbolizes
and exalts the Fascist war. That has been true of most
meetings held for the ostensible purpose of aiding the Ital
ian Red Cross, but which have been invariably used to
praise the Italian war lord.

(2) In Congress, when advocates of peace, and progres
sives generally, voted against the neutrality bill sponsored
and endorsed by the Italian Fascists in this country, he,
lVlarc;.tntonio, voted for it.

(3) We reproduce here another photograph. taken at
the Concourse Plaza, where he is photographed with the
official representatives of the Fascist Government in the
United States, and with the publisher of II Progresso-'-a
gathering sponsored by the "Gioventu' Nicosiana," a society
which alL Italians know is always in the front line of all .
demonstrations in favor of th~ Mussolini regime.

(4) On the evening of the same day when Marcantonio
was arrested for participating in a radical demonstration,
organized by the Communists of New York City,-as soon
as he could leave the Black Maria into which he forced
himself-he attended a banquet arranged by the Leonardo
da Vinci Art School, an organization specialized in spread
ing pro-Fascist propaganda and which has been the head
and the front of numerous attempts to attack those labor
organizations that have been resisting the spread of Fasc
ism among the Italians of this country. That apparently
was a busy day for Vito Marcantonio-it required a quick
change of shirts, to appear at a Communist demonstration
during the day, and at a pro-Fascist demonstration at night.
A photograph of that event is reproduced elsewhere.
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Fascists Use Him, But Ask He Come Down from his

Flying Trapeze

And, finally, we will let the II Progresso itself, of Mon
day, March 9, 1936, tell the story of a festival held by the
East Harlem F. H. LaGuardia Political Club, of which
lVIarcantonio is the Executive Chairman:

"President Nardone spoke with vibrating ardor of pa
triotic faith and after having stated, amid applause, that
the LaGuardia Club could be second to none in answering
the call of the Fatherland (Italy) urged all to offer their
contributions to the Italian Red Cross, and concluded, hail
ing Italy and Mussolini.

The orchestra struck up "Giovinezza" (Italian Fascist
anthem), while girls with Red Cross armbands took up the
collection.

The entrance of Congressman Marcantonio was greeted
by the orchestra playing the American and Italian anthems
and "Giovinezza".

It is true, as the Communist paper reported, that a
Fascist attacked Marcantonio as a "renegade Italian." But
those who know the source of that attack and its nature,
know that it was based, not on lVlarcantonio's lack of sym
pathy for Mussolini and the Italian dictatorship-the paper
in question has conceded that he had participated in affairs
calculated to advance Fascism in the United States and
to help Mussolini in his war against Ethiopia-but it was
based on Marcantonio's participation also in Communist
affairs. That paper has demanded that Marcantonio take
his side, and stand there; that he cannot play with the Com
munists in the morning, with the Fascists in the afternoon,
and speak in favor of democracy and civil liberties in the
evening. To them-as to us-it would be better that a
man be one thing or another, instead of being, as we have
already said of Marcantonio, all things to all men.
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Now Embraces Hamilton Fish-the Arch Enemy of His
Communist Friends

But that is not all. Friendly to labor when he needed the
support of labor-a speaker a.t Communist meetings and to
Communists a "fighting anti-Fascist"-and a participant
and supporter of affairs which he knows are organized to
spread pro-Fascist propaganda here and render support to
the ruthless dictatorship in Italy-Marcantonio has now
added another feat which might awaken the liberals who
have sung his praises.

On March 26, 1936, the ew York Times printed the
news that in a letter which l\tlarcantonio has sent to the
voters of the 15th Congressional district, he had urged
them to vote for Hamilton Fish as delegate to the Repub
lican National Convention, because, Marcantonio said, Fish
is a .liberal Republican who in his sixteen years in Con
gress "has stood for social and industrial justice and a
square deal for labor."

Few men in public life have done more to antagonize
liberal sentiment than Hamilton Fish. 'iVhatever may be
one's opinion of the activities of the Communists, Fish's
red-baiting campaigns and the red scares which he
specialized in for years have earned for him the contempt of
liberals. For one who has spoken of civil liberties as Mar
cantonio has-and who has jumped from one Communist
affair to another-lVlarcantonio's most recent feat of
hailing Fish as a liberal as he pursues his way on the
flying trapeze, does much to illumine and illustrate the
point we have tried to make in this portrayal of Vito lVlar
cantonio.

Abraham Lincoln saidi that you can fool some of the
people all of the time, and all of the people some of the
time, but you cannot fool all of the people all of the time.
Vito Marcantonio labors under the delusion that he can
accomplish what Lincoln said cannot be accomplished. He
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will discover as time goes on-as more and more of his
record becomes known-that Lincoln was right, and he,
Vito Marcantonio, was wrong. Riding several horses, even
if they are going in the same direction, is, at best, a dan
gerous practice j but, as we said at the outset, riding them
when they are going in opposite directions, is bound to be
fatal.

Liberals Misled By Marcantonio Disguises

One more point:

Liberals of the type of Heywood Broun have praised
him. They have even suggested that Marcantonio might
become the Labor Mayor of New York, to succeed Mayor
LaGuardia. Perhaps Marcantonio's attacks on Mayor
LaGuardia are made with that object in view. But liberals,
no more than representatives of labor, are not justified in re
taining faith in people who are incapable of sustain
ed loyalty, who betray their trust, and whose convictions
are as changeable as the clothes they wear. If their past
sympathies for Vito Marcantonjo have been due to the fact
that they have seen only one half of the picture-if they do
not know that there is also another, and a totally different
side-that Marcantonio is a sort of synthetic character,
like the bug that the professor identified as a humbug-their
sympathies might be understood, however much we might
disagree with their approval of either of his positions. But
in the face of the evidence which we have cited it is clear
that any future defense of him would be an attempt to
extoll duplicity and double dealing-and, what is even
worse, double crossing-because Vito Marcantonio has
shown that he is capable of double crossing those who made
his political career possible.
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TWO LETTERS
by

LUIGI ANTONINI

General Secretary of Local 89, First Vice
President of International Ladies Garment
Workers Union.



OPEN LETTER TO HEYWOOD BROUN

(Reprinte,d from the "New Leader/' Feb. 29, 1936)

My dear friend:
I enjoyed very much your column in the "World Tele

gram" of Monday, February 17, in which you express so
much enthusiasm and admiration for our fighting Con
gressman Vito, also Marco and Antonio. Having spent
so much time and energy, as Chairman of his Labor Cam
paign Committee, in order to bring- about his election, I
ought to be proud of him, inasmuch as he is known among
the Italians, as "Local 89 Congressman." We feel that
our former sponsorship for him now gives us the right to
comment freely ort his activity.

It seems that you and the "American" public (for we
Ttalians know our onions) are not informed that Congress
man Vito Marcantonio has been contaminated recently
yes, he too I-by that political virus so common among the
Italian-American politicians, which makes them, in order
to remain on good terms with everybody in our distinguished
community, so well adapted to every form of compromise
and cheap opportunism.

Last Saturday, in the weekly Italian broadcast of Local
89, I enumerated the facts which have compelled me to
classify "our" Congressman as just another I ta:lian-A mer
ican politicia,n. I did that because to remain silent would
have been for me a definite act of complicity in the double
dealings in which Congressman Marcantonio is at present
engaged.

You, my dear friend Heywood, sing with admiration for
the sterling character that has made him desert with scorn
the Madison Square Garden fascist rally, organized to raise
money for the Italian Red Cross. But the true fact is that
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while he did not go to the meeting (possibly for the sale
reason that Mayor La Guardia was going to attend) he,
nevertheless, allowed himself to be on the honorary com
mittee, whose list was published several times in the Italian
American press. Nor could he plead ignorance to that
fact, for he was apprised of it by several friends to whom
he made a reply that it would have been "unwise" on his
part to object.

Furthermore, when :Mr. Generoso Pope, the publisher,
launched in his press a campaign against the proposed legis
lation for American neutrality, the Han. Vito, also Marco
and Antonio, hastened to dispatch to that publisher a strong
statement in which he assured him and the readers of his
newspapers, of his firm stand for complete isolation of the
United States from every European entanglement-mean
ing in actuality no aid or comfort to the sanctionist policy
of the League of Nations against Italy.

You burst with holy indignation for the treatment our
Vito got in Madison Square Park that Saturday afternoon
when he landed on the floor of a "Black Maria." Ordin
arily, I too would have been quick to join with you in your
earnest protest. But, in this particular instance, I was im
ploring and hoping fervidly that Commissioner Valentine
would keep him in jail all night, and so save us from the
shame- of seeing "our radical Congressman" among th~

prominent guests at a fascist banquet scheduled for that
evening under the auspices of the "Leonardo da Vinci Art
School." But perhaps Commissioner Valentine wanted tc
playa trick on us; for he promptly released our tribun~

who rushed forthwith to that banquet, where he made a
speech on the dividing evils of politics and the blessings of
art which unites all.

Examples of the artistic activities of the "Leonardo da
Vinci Art School," are: (a) a series of lectures for young
Italian-American intellectuals dealing with social and his-
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torical justifications for Mussolini's war against Ethiopia;
(b) publication and distribution of a pamphlet written by
a certain Mr. Knight, dealing with the same subject.

Recently, to be exact last Friday, the Italian patriots of
Harlem held a local rally for the Italian Red Cross at the
Manhattan Odd Fellows Temple, a fascist demonstration
which was no different than the one held last December at
the Madison Square Garden. Who were the speakers?
Generoso Pope, ex-Congressman Lanzetta-and our Vito,
also Marco and Antonio, in whom the approach of the Fall
campaign has evidently revived the feeling of pride in the
military achievements of his distant Fatherland.

Of course, to this daring young man on a flying trapeze
such acrobatic feats come easily. In fact, only a couple of
days later he announced his forthcoming participation at

. the annual "New Masses" banquet, where he will join
Spivak, Browder, Mother Bloor and others in praise of the
Anti-Fascist United Front!

You said he has guts, eh?
Sure, he must have plenty of guts In order to ride on

two different horses going at the same time in opposite
directions.

Sincerely,
LUIGI ANTONINI

in illo tempore Chairman of the Marcantonio
for-Congress Labor Committee.

LETTER NO.2.

(Reprinted from the "New Leader/' March 14, 1936)

Dear Editor:
My open letter to Heywood Broun, published in The

New Leader of February 29, seems not to have been suf
ficient to convince Mr. Broun and the cousins of the "Daily
Worker" that "the future Labor Party Mayor of New
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York City" (for the time being Republican Congressman
Pro-Tempore), the Hon. Vito, also Marco and Antonio, is
just another Italian-American politician, intent on playing
simultaneously two games: radical, for the American public;
pro-Fascist, for the Italian crowd. In accordance with the
Latin motto: "Repetita juvant," I think it would be helpful
to repeat a little and to add a bit more. Maybe the cousins
of the "Daily Worker," if not Mr. Broun who now wants
Marcantonio elected as "Labor Party Mayor of N ew York
City," will then be able to understand the game. .

Congressman Marcantonio was highly praised by Hey
wood Broun in the "VVorld-Telegram" of February 17 for
his "courageous" stand against the Italian Fascists of New
York City, and particularly for his open refusal to attend
the Madison S.quare Garden Benefit for the "Italian Red
Cross." In my letter of February 29, I demonstrated that
Marcantonio was in the Honorary Committee of that cel
ebration and that afterwards he had attended and spoken
a t similar meetings for the "Italian Red Cross," besides
attending the annual banquet of the "Leonardo da Vinci
Art School," an organization sold, body and soul, to the
cause of Italian fascism.

These facts, however, have not impressed Mr. Broun,
who continues to uphold him; nor have they shaken Mar
cantonio's communist friends one hit. Acting as a "fence,"
they have ignored a protest published on March 12 by "La
Stampa Libera," Italian anti-fascist daily, against their
solidarity with the chameleon-like Congressman from Har
lem. ,The Communists have gone further, too, for the
"Daily Worker" of March I I-with consummate ability
to switch cards under the table-presents Marcantonio as
a ... victim of fascist attacks.

What audacity!
Just a few days previously, on Friday, March 6, to be

exact, Marcantonio had attended the annual meeting,' held
at the "Star Casino," of the "F. H. La Guardia Political



Club," of which he is the chairman. According to a report
of this meeting published on Monday, March 9, by "ll
Progresso Italo-Americano," a collection for the "Italian
Red Cross" was taken up at the meeting, and the President,
a certain Mr. Nardone, assured the assemblage that the
club is second to none in its loyalty and devotion to Italy.
He ended the address by praising Italy, the King and Mus
solini. When Congressman Marcantonio entered the hall,
a band struck up the Italian fascist anthem 'Giovinezza."

In the course of his speech, the Hon. Vito, also J\tlarco
and Antonio, took pains to assure everybody of his loyalty
to the cause of Italy, and attacked the anti-fascists (parti
cularly my own person) as "agents of the racketeering
League of Nations; exploiters of labor, big-salary grab
bers," and what not! He added that if we are ashamed
of the Italy of. today, he, on the other hand, is proud of its
accomplishments. Congressman Marcantonio and Mr.
Nardone (the praiser of Italy, the King and Mussolini)
were both unanimously reelected to their posts as Executive
Chairman and president of the club, respectively.

If Mr. Heywood Broun still wants to proceed with his
plans for the election of Marcantonio -as "Labor Party
Mayor of New York City," I can only laugh!

If the Communists· want to continue to present him as
... a victim of fascist attacks, I must also laugh!

But I will not be alone, for many people will join with
me in a general laughter over this amusing farce!

Sincerely,

LUIGI ANTONINI
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