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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES

PART I

1. We young Americans live in the richest country in the
world.

This nation, with its great resources and giant industries,
can provide opportunity and abundance for all. These
are the facts of the twentieth century in which man, with
the aid of modern science, is conquering the forces of
nature. W'e know today that scarcity need no longer be
feared. 'Ve know that poverty and ignorance are the herit
age of the past. We know that the future of our generation
could be unequalled in freedom, knowledge and security.

The great American dream-a land of peace and plenty
can be realized.

A War Generation
2. But this vision of a greater nation is still unfulfilled.
The world rushes headlong to a new world war, and the

realities of today are war, unemployment and loss of liberty.
Once we were called the post-war generation. Today we

are becoming another war generation.
Once we were told of the American tradition of equality

and opportunity. In school we looked forward to doing
useful, creative labor. Now millions of us are unemployed,
searching for jobs while children who should be in school
are compelled to work.

This is not the America for which men who loved liberty
and equality gave their lives. This is a nation despoiled by
a small class of wealthy people who own its factories, mines,
mills and land.

This is the crime of an economic system which brought
the crash of 1929 and now rushes toward a new, more
devastating, breakdown.
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3. vVe accuse the Kings of Big Business in this cr isis con
fronting our people. lVe d eclare that the rulers of America n
finance and industry are the real ene m ies of th e people.
In the midst of su ffer ing and despair, they refuse to sur
re nder any of their huge profi ts.

T hey str ive to silence the people's demand for li fe and
happiness. T hey at tac k those democra tic liberties wh ich the
people h a ve wo n throug h bitter st ruggle.

They use violence to defend thei r p rivil eges. They wo uld
impose fascism to strengthen th eir tyranny . A nd in their
search for greater p ro fit, th ey wo uld sacrifice our ge neration
on th e altar of a new world war.

These are the men wh o are betrayin g the people of thi s
country. This is th e class which is responsible [or th e plight
o f Ame r ica.

In This Grave Hour
4. Thus today the Am erican people face th eir gravest

hour since the Ci vil War.
T oday we must choose between democracy, wh ich keeps

alive the hope of progress, a nd fascism, which mean s re
acti on and slavery. T hroughou t the world tha t is the main
issue confronting th e com mo n people. ' Vhether our ge nera
tion shall carry forward the democratic tradi tion s of our
peop le depends upon th e outcome of th is ba ttl e.

If the reactionar y forces are victor ious, we wi ll face war
a nd slave ry under a bru tal fascist dictatorship. Fascism
means mili ta ry rule. It destroys civ il and rel igious liberty.
It brings forced la bor camps for youth . It destro ys the
independent organizations of youth a nd labor. It wo~ld
attack the rights of Catholi cs, Jewish and Negro people,
in tensify national and racial hatred and make lyn ching the
law of the land. Fascism would come to power by force and
violence . These would be its every day meth ods of rule.

But the democratic forces of labor and the people can
win. Their victory will pave the way for the immediate
improvement of their lives. Their triumph will cause the
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retreat of th e people's ene m ies. It will streng then the prin
cip les of democra cy.

W e kn ow tha t th e defeat of fascism will keep ope n the
door of p rogress through which Americans will march . W e
believe that, as th ey defend their li ves and liberties agains t
this imminen t danger, Americans will see th e ro ad to per
manen t peace and freedom . ' Ve bel ieve that th rough the
maintenance of dem ocracy today they will recognize th e
grea ter hope and vision of tomorrow-a new social orde r
Socialism I

A Socialist America

S. This will mean the building of a new Ame rica in
which th e fa ctories, mines, and natural resources will belong
to the people.

Economic planning will replace econo m ic chaos. Prod uc
tion will be for th e welfare of the many, not for the profi t
of the few.

vVe will crea te an Ame ri ca of a fre e and eq ual people.
'Ve will insure a future of peace by eliminating th e causes
of war-the st ruggle of th e financial rulers for p rofit and for
the en sla vem en t of other nation s and colon ies.

Socialism will give hope and inspiration to you th. It will
provide useful cre a tive job s for all. It will enable th em to
obtain hi gher ed uca tion. It will ex tend the possibili ty of
recreation and athletics to all.

' Ve who believe in socialism lo ve our cou n try not on ly
for what it is but for what it can become, not for it s suffer
ing of today but for this promise o f the future-when
Am eri ca shall belong to th e people.

PART II

1. T he Young Co mmun ist League is an organizat ion of
and for America's young people. It shares their ideals and
aspirations. It defends all that is progressive in American
life. It opposes all that is corrupt and ' reactionary. Its
interests are those of th e working people of our country.
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The Y.c.L. is an organization of youth who look forward
to a better future. It is helping to build a united organiza
tion of all young people who oppose the slavery of fascism.
It dedicates itself to the creation of unity among our genera
tion everywhere. Its mission is service to the working class,
to the common people.

Our Heritage
The Y.C.L. educates the youth in the ideals of peace and

liberty-in the spirit of Socialism. In our education we in 
herit the teachings of men who pledged their lives to the
cause of all mankind-Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin,
whose work has stirred the fight for freedom everywhere.
These men have given new strength and vision throughout
the world to that search for true freedom which inspired our
forefathers in America. And in doing so we carryon the
traditions of America's great revolutionists of 1776-Thomas
Jefferson, Patrick Henry, Samuel Adams, Crispus Attucks,
and Thomas Paine. "We carryon the battle for Negro libera-

. tion begun hy those staunch fighters-Abraham Lincoln,
Frederick Douglass, Nat Turner, John Brown and Lloyd
Garrison.

We claim heritage to the greatest struggles and heroes
of ·American labor-the fight for free education, for an
eight-hour clay, for woman suffrage, the Haymarket martyrs,
the Molly Maguires, the Saccos and Vanzettis. We follow
the courageous examples set by Eugene Debs and Charles
Ruthenberg in their determined resistance to war.

Our heritage is world wide.

Today we reaffirm that all men should be free and equal.
\Ve know that the destiny of the American people is in
separable from all mankind.

The Young Communist League condemns all concepts
of race or national superiority. We stand for the brother
hood of the people of the world, without which true peace
and freedom cannot be achieved. \Ve claim as our own the
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knowledge. culture and experiences of the people through
out the world.

\Ve extend our hands in solidarity to the youth of all
lands who fight against oppression. vVe know that this fight
is world wide. ,'"e know that our ideals are shared in every
land. 'Ve know that international comradeship can realize
these ideals.

A Permanent University

2. The Young Communist League is a permanent uni
versity for youth. It is first and foremost an educational
organization. Our aim is to educate young people to an
understanding of the world in which we live. We want
them to learn how to meet the challenge of reaction and
war. We want to help them discover the path to the exten
sion of liberty and security. We want to aid them to find the
way to a new society.

But the Y.C.L. believes that real education can come
only through both study and action, by combining the
study of the basic sciences as illuminated by Marxism
Leninism with active participation in the labor and pro
gressive movement. vVe know that through this inquiry and
effort alone can our generation understand the problems
of today and prepare itself to solve the greater problems
of tomorrow.

3. The Y.c.L. is an organization for education, action
and recreation. ''''e seek to provide cultural and social
activities and sport and recreational facilities for young
people. We want to teach them an appreciation of litera
ture, drama, art and mu sic. 'Ve want to enrich their lives,
to build their bodies, to develop their characters, to train
them for leadership.

'Ve realize, however, that so long as capitalism endures,
the majority of young people will be denied access to the
cultural heritage of humanity. We endeavor to inspire the
youth to an appreciation of this heritage, which is rightfully
ours. But we recognize that youth must fight to obtain this
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knowledge whi ch is now restricted to a handful of people.
people.

Capitalism, and particularly fascism, its most reactionary
Conn, denies cu lt u re to millions and degrades even tha t
culture which is available. In th e sea rch for profits, th e
financial barons di sto rt and che apen science and art. They
respect nei ther truth nor beauty.

\Ve stand for full, va ri ed lives. R ecrea tion , lea rning and
social acti vities are essen tial for a happy people. T hese are
opportunities whi ch we must help ex tend and crea te.

All For One--One For All

4. Un ity al on e can win the great battles tha t lie ahead.
Because of th e grave me nace of war and fascism, we con
sider as the most important and urgent task the unifi ca tion
of youth in behalf of their most essentia l needs. W e arc
happy to note that this is alread y taking pl ace thro ugh such
movements as Christian Youth Building a New W orld , and
the American You th Con gress. ' Ve hold out our hands in
fellowship and brotherhood to the young people of our
country and to their progressive organizations . Whether
workers, farmers, or stu den ts, we share a desire for dem oc
racy. Whether members of Y's or Settleme n t H ou ses, we
share a desire for secur ity. Whether Protestants, Cathol ics
or Jews; whether N egro or whi te, we share a desire for
"peace on earth." These ideals unite us. T ogeth er let us
work to achive them.

5. To defeat fascism, to preserve pea ce, to im prove our
daily lives-that is the challenge of the present.

The people of Spain and France have created an hi stori c
weapon for this fight-the People's Front.

There are signs of a sim ilar movem en t in America . T he
eleme n ts of a People's Front exis t in th e great drive of
labor for the organizati on of the unorganized, in th e
eme rgence of Farmer-Labor and progressive political gro ups,
in growing progressive movements throughout the nati on.
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These are the beginnings of an American People's Front to
block war and reaction.

The Y.C.L. firmly supports the creation of such a People's
Fro n t. W e pledge our unyielding efforts to rally you ng'
Americans on the basis of their own needs and desires, to
supp or t the movement toward a Farmer-Labor Party.

We believe that these events dictate the necessity for one
united organization of all you th who stand for democracy
a nd oppose fascism.

Such a unit ed organization, dedi cated to the fight for
peace and freed om. could educate young people in the sp ir it
of united acti on. It is necessary ' for young anti -fascist s
throughout th e coun try to join hands in creating such a
uni ted organization.

Who Are the Enemies of Unity?
fi. Today more than ever th e onrush of war and fascism

should unite socialist and communist youth who have de
cla red their beli ef in a socialist society.

T he Young Communist League has long fought for such
unity. But today th e path to uni ty is ob structed by the
en trance into the Young People's Socialist Leagu e of a
gro up of professional di srupters-the Trotskyites.

T he followers of Trotsky have been exposed as wreckers
and assassins in the land of socialism- the Soviet Union.
T hey have conspired with fascism to defeat the heroic
struggle of the Span ish People's Front. They are known to
young Americans as the ene mies of every expression of unity
in our generation. By their deeds they have been branded
as allies of fascism and enemies of all progressive humanity.
They have no place in the labor and progressive movement.

T oday their policies within the young People's Sociali st
League are driving scores of you ng people from its ranks.
T he elimination of all Trotskyite influence from the ranks
of the Young People's Socialist League would be the first
step toward creating la sting unity of socialist and com mu
nist you ng people.
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PART III

1. The Young Communist League is an organization of
service to the labor movement. In this hour, when labor's
forces are marching forward, challenging the power of
gigantic industrial trusts, this service is of great importance.
We stand solidly for labor's rights. We give active aid to

the organization of the thousands of unorganized young
workers. And we declare our belief that the industrial
union form of organization is the best defense for youth's
economic interests.

For Industrial Unionism
\Ve support labor's demand for collective bargaining. 'We

aid the fight for the abolition of company unions. We help
in the struggle for higher wages for the working people of
our country. We will aid in every effort towards the estab
lishment of trade union unity. 'Ve will use all our resources
to help create social, recreational ana educational activity for
young people in the unions. \Ve pledge our aid in establish
ing a program of labor sports as a part of the trade union
movement, in cooperation with the Amateur Athletic
Union.

These are the heart of labor's drive to protect the welfare
of the millions of working Americans. The following are
the simple demands of America's young workers, which can
be won by the united effort of labor:

A minimum annual wage guaranteed by law. Equal pay
for equal work. Abolition of the speed-Up system. Pro
tection of girls from dangerous occupations. Enforcement
by law of sanitary and physical safeguards for work. A four
week annual vacation with pay . A system of apprenticeship
training under trade union supervision. A thirty-hour week.
The complete abolition of child labor under the age of 16.
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2. No society can ignore its sacred duty to provide useful
creative work for .youth. Today this chance is non-existent
for 5,000,000 jobless young people.

The passage of the American Youth Act would provide
a job for every unemployed young person at a living wage.
We will continue to rally nationwide support for this Act.

Until its adoption we stand opposed to any decrease in
relief appropriations for youth. 'Ve favor the maintenance,
extension and democratization of the National Youth Ad
ministration. As emergency relief measures we will support
state bills which provide for extension of N.Y.A. on a state
scale. We support the organization of all N.Y.A. employees
into the united organizations of the unemployed.

Today America is swept by crime, prostitution, social dis
ease and by flood and fire catastrophes. Only a system of
federal aid can check the ravages of these dangers. We
favor the establishment of recreational and athletic centers.
\Ve ask for health and birth control clinics to promote
health and social hygiene.

Protect the youth of today to safeguard the society of
tomorrow.

Free and Equal Education

3. More than a century ago Americans began to fight for
acceptance of the principle of free and equal educational
opportunity. This principle is rejected by the economic
rulers of today. Educational opportunities are drastically
curtailed. Equal education is shamelessly denied the Negro
youth of the South. Equal education is denied throughout
the nation when young people are forced to quit school
because of poverty.

Americans must demand federal and state appropriations
to increase educational facilities. The law must guarantee
equal appropriations for Negro and white. Every young
person should obtain at least a high school education.
America's schools were founded to train for citizenship in
a democracy. Democracy must begin within the school itself.
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It must be reflected in genuine academic freedom for stu 
dents and teachers. It must be practiced through student
self-governmen t.

The schools should belong to the people. Teachers, stu
dents and labor should help to draft the curriculum. They
should be represented on Boards of Education and Trustees.

We oppose loyalty oaths and "red riders," which are used
to stifle liberal, critical opinion. W"e stand for a liberal ized
educational curriculum which will teach internationalism
and eliminate prejudice. The history of the world labor
movement and the great role the Negro people have played
in the growth of our nation, should be taught in our
schools, and vocational training and guidance should be
provided.

Our Peace Policy

4. The defense of peace is a matter of life and death for
our generation. The people everywhere desire peace. And we
know that the working class is the best organized, most
conscious and powerful force for the maintenance of peace .
Under the workers' leadersh ip, we urge the mobilization
of the people of the whole world to defeat the fascist powers
which are already initiating war. We urge the independent
action of the workers and friends of peace in every land
to meet the danger of war. Through such action we shall
seek to obtain effective measures of international coopera
tion by the democratic nations to stop fascist aggression
whether by Japan in China, Italy in Ethiopia or Germany
and Italy in Spain.

We will use every democratic channel to create means of
collective security for the preservation of peace. In a world
brought together by new means of travel and communica
tion and with nations economically dependent upon one
another, a pol icy of isolation cannot keep our country out
of war. War anywhere, means war everywhere, and will
draw America into its wake.
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We will enlist the suPPOrt of the youth of the nation to

insist that the American government adopt an effective
peace policy in cooperation with the peace efforts of the
Soviet Union. 'Ve are unalterably opposed to the reaction
aries of this nation who would draw us into another war
in alliance with the fascist powers.

'Ve oppose the expenditures of billions of dollars for
armaments in America and propose that t.hese funds be used
to help young people secure education and employment.
"Ve favor the nationalization of the munitions industry. We
stand for the abolition of the R.O.T.C. and the elimination
of all army influence and personnel from the C.C.C. camps.
'Ve pledge our aid to the annual student peace strike.

"Ve condemn American intervention in the internal
affairs of the Latin-American countries and the Philippines,
and we support the Puerto Rican people in their fight for
independence. We support the struggles of the oppressed
peoples the world over.

Where Dreams Come True

The Young Communist League gives its support to the
first land of Socialism-the Soviet Union. In this country
the working people rule. exploitation is abolished and class
divisions are ended. Unemployment no longer exists. The
cultural and material status of the people constantly rises.
Full rights are extended to all racial and national groups.
A whole people is solemnly dedicated to aid all mankind
in its struggle for peace. Real democracy flourishes, and is
extended under the new Soviet Constitution. We see a
happy and free youth whose rights to jobs and higher edu
cation are guaranteed and made secure.

'Ve hail these triumphs as a challenge and an inspiration
to Americans, as a forecast of what socialism can mean in
our land. The Soviet Union can record these achievements
because it has remained true to the principles of intern
nationalism, and has been guided by the teachings of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Stalin.



For Negro Equality

5. We condemn as uri-American all forms of discrimina
tion, Jim-Crowism and segregation directed against the
colored people. Negro youth must be guaranteed free and
equal educational facilities. They must receive the right to
work at any job, to enter any profession, to equal pay for
equal work, to the full rights of citizenship.

Peonage and slavery do not belong in Twentieth-Century
America.

'Ve demand the enforcement of the 13th, 14th and 15th
Amendments. We declare that all acts of segregation and
discrimination must be branded a crime. We maintain that
the greatest crime-lynching-should be made a federal
offense, punishable by death.

The poverty of the South will endure so long as the ex
ploiters of the Southern people, backed by Wall Street, are
able to align white labor against black labor. The salvation
of the South can be realized only when the Southern people
-Negro and white-join hands with labor and the people
throughout the nation for the cause of progress.

6. The future of the young people on America's farms is
bleak and clouded. The land of their fathers is being taken
from them to meet mortgage and debt payments. They see
little prospect of building farms and homes of their own.

Opportunities for a full social, recreational and cultural
life have always been limited for farm youth-today even
these opportunities are being curtailed and eliminated. It
is time that young farmers should be provided wi th libraries,
recreation and sport facilities and further opportunity for
education.

Rural America

The government must aid the poor farmers who have en
dured the burdens of drought, evictions, foreclosures, farm
tenancy and sharecropping long enough. A long term
moratorium must be declared on all debts. Farmers must
be given some measure of security on their land. The
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banks, insurance companies and railroads who own mu ch
of the land, must bear the brunt of taxation. Poor farmers
must be exempt.

The farm youth of America must be given the opportun
ity of establishing homes and becoming independent farm
ers in their own right. They, fighting together with the
young people of the cities and factories, will be able to win
a better life.

7. "Eternal Vigilance is the Price of Liberty."
Today Liberty is being undermined in the name of

"Amer ican ism."
"Ve stand for the maintenance and extension of civil

liberties. We defend the American rights of assembly, of
free speech and free press, regligious freedom, and the right
of labor to organize and strike. W'e will support all measures
aimed at the curtailment of th usurped, autocratic powers
of the Supreme Court.

Upon thi s program the Young Communist League take s
its stand.

We summon all our young fellow-Americans-believers in
peace and freedom, seeking security and opportunity-to
join our ranks. Together we will help to banish the shadow
of fascism and war. Together we will participate in the
greatest adventure of our time-the building of a better
world. Together we will shape a new way of life for our
generation. We will find hope and purpose amidst the
despair and suffering of the present.

Join the Young Communist League.
In our ranks you will find comradeship, knowledge anel

life with a puprose.
Make Young America's dream com e true.



BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I

NAME

SECTION 1 . The name of this organization sh all be the
Young Communist League of the United Stat es of America.

ARTICL E II

~IEMBERSHlI'

SECTION 1 . All young people, regard less of race, color,
nat ionality or reli gious bel ief, between the ages of 16 and
30, who are interested in any of the activities of the Y.C.L.,
and in building th e Y.C.L., are eli gible for m embership in
th e Young Co mm un ist League.

SECTION 2. A member in good sta nd ing shall be one who
attends meetings of any char tered branch or affiliated group
and is paid up in dues. An y one who is more than two
months in arrears is not considered a member in good
stand ing.

SECTION 3. T he sta te or regional commi tt ee has the power
to permi t members a t large.

ART ICLE III

T HE BR A:-.1CH

SECTION I . Charters for all branches of the Young Com
munist League shall be issued by the National Council.

SECTION 2 . A branch shall cons ist of five or more m em
bers, whi ch meet s regularl y a t least once a month.

SECTtON 3. Every branch shall have power to elect its own
office rs in accordance with th e need s of the branch and the
desires of it s membership.

SECTION 4. Branches shall have the right to divide their
16



membersh ip into groups, sq uads or com m ittees based on
specia l interest s, acti vi ti es, or projects.

SECTION 5. All branches are to cond uc t such activ it ies as
is decided by a majori ty vo te of the membership, in accord
ance with the general aims and purposes of the urganiza tion .

SECTION 6. All decisions and proposals of hi gher bodies
sh all be su bm itted to the membership for cons ideratio n and
ac tion.

SECTION 7. The National Council sh all be the sole body
having power to suspend or revok e any ch arter of any
branch after due investigation and hea ring. T he bran ch
shall ha ve the right to appeal to th e N a tional Conven tion.

ARTICLE IV
AFF ILIAT ED ORGAN IZATIONS Al': [) CL U BS

SECT ION I. Clubs or organ izations of yo ung pe opl e d esir
in g to further any of the aims of the Young Com m un ist
League shall have the righ t to affilia te.

SECTION 2. All affiliated clubs or organizations sh a ll h ave
the .right to preserve their own names, consti tu tions and
programs so lon g as these are n ot contradictory to the
Declaration of Principles and By-Laws of th e Young Com
munist League.

ART IC LE V

INI TI ATIO N O F NE W MEMBERS

SE CTION 1. Each new member sh all be inducted by th e
branch after suc h initia tio n and cere mony as decided upon
by th e branch membership.

ARTICLE VI

DUES

SECT ION I. All branches and affiliated organiza tion s shall
be required to pay per cap ita for all their mem be rs.

SECTION 2 . Per capita payment sh all consist of .10 cents
a month paid in monthly installments. Paym en ts shall be
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made to the state or regi onal office, 50% of which is to
remain in the state or regional office, and 50% forwarded
to the national office. Additional assessments for publica
tions shall be determined by the branch organizations.

SECTION 3. All branches and affiliated organizations may
decide on their own local dues, out of which the above per
capita is to be paid.

SECTION 4. No branch of the Young Communist League
shall fix local dues at a sum prohibitive for young people.
Such sums are to be fixed by majority vote of the member
ship of the branch.

SECTION 5. The right to vote, to be elected and rep
resented on committees and to receive all benefits and
publications of the organization, shall be accorded only to
dues pa ying members.

ARTICLE VII

CIT Y CO~IMITTEES

SECTION I. In all cities or counties where there are two
or more branches or affiliated clubs of the Young Commu
nist League, there shall be established a delegated body,
composed of elected representatives of all branches pro
portionate to branch membership to be the leading body of
the area.

ARTICLE VIII

STATE COMMITTEES

SECTION I. A state or regional council shall be consti
tuted in all sta tes or regions designated by the National
Council , ha ving five or more branches of the Young Com
munist League. The state or regional committee and its
officers shall be elected by a sta te or reg ional convention to
meet at least once a year, to be the leading body of the state
or region.

SECTION 2 . Any member of the State Committee may be
recalled by a majority vote in a state referendum. Such a
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referendum may be initiated by a majority vote of the State
Committee or by 5 branches in the state.

ARTICLE IX

NATIONAL CONVENTION

SECTION I. The National Convention shall be the highest
body of the organization and shall have the power to decide
upon all matters of policy.

SECTION 2. The National Convention shall meet bien
nially (every two years) at the time and place designated
by the National Council.

SECTION 3. All state or regional committees and branches
shall be notified as to the time and order of business of the
Convention at least four months prior to the Convention.

SECTION 4. Every branch and affiliate of the organization
shall be entitled to at least one delegate to the Convention.
The number of additional delegates shall be proportionate
to the membership of the branch or affiliate, in a ratio
determined by the National Council.

SECTION 5. Delegates to the National Convention are to
be elected at a regular meeting of the branch. A secret
ballot shall be used in the election of delegates.

SECTION 6. The Convention shall be ruled by the order
of business and procedure proposed by the National
Council subject to change by a majority vote at the Con
vention.

SECTION 7. The National Convention shall be preceded
by at least three months of pre-convention discussion. All
possible avenues of publicity and publication shall be
opened to the entire membership for such discussion. All
branches shall have the right to adopt resolutions for the
consideration of the National Convention. All such resolu
tions adopted by a majority vote at a branch meeting shall
be published for distribution to all delegates at the Con
vention.

SECTION 8. All decisions of the National Convention with
I~



the excep tion of amendments 10 th e Declaration of Prin
ciples and By-Laws, and election of national officers, shall
be made by a majority vote of the Convention.

ARTICLE X

SPECIAL CO:-;VE NTION

SFGnOI\ I. A special Convention sh all be ca lled wh en
proposed by th e National Councilor by ' 5 branches from
at lea st :J sta tes, and when endorsed by a majorit y vote in
a national referendum.

SECTION 2 . The procedure, power and cond uc t of th e
special Convention sha ll be sim ilar to that of the regula r
National Convention unless otherwise defin ed by th e
nat ional referendum.

ARTICLE XI

AI\IEND1\IENTS

SECTION I. Amendments to the By-Laws and to th e De
claration of Principles of the Young Communist League
shall be adopted by a two-thirds vote of the National Con
vention, or by a two-thirds vo te in a national referendum.
Procedure for initiating such a referendum shall be sim ilar
to that of calling a spe cial Convention.

ARTICLE XII

NATIONAL CO lJNCIL

SECTtON I. The Nation al Coun cil is to co ns ist of th e
National President, National Vice-Presiden t. Na t iona l
Executive Secretary and National Administrative Secre ta ry.
and 56 additional members.

SECTIO" 2. The National Council shall meet at least
twice a year.

SECTION 3. An y member of the Young Communist
League sha ll be eligible for election to the National Council.

SEeTt0 1\; -l - The National President, National Secretary
and all m embers of the National Council shall be elected by
th e Nat ional Convention .

2t>



S ECTlOl\ J. The National Council shall be the supreme
body of th e organization between sessions of the National
Convention. It shall make such decisions and formulate
such policies as it de ems ne cessar y within the Iramework of
the De clarat ion of Principles and By-Laws of the Young
Communist Leagu e.

SECT ION 6. The National Council shall elec t 21 of its
members as th e N a tional Board, which shall meet at least
four times a yea r. At least 7 members of the National
Board shall resid e in and around the seat of th e National
headquarters and sh all be known as the National Resid ent
Board. The Board shall transact th e busin ess of th e Nation
a l Council between sessions of th e Council.

ARTICLE XIII

R ECALL O F NATIO :'\A L CO UNCIL .ME MBERS

SECTION 1. Any member of th e National Council may be
recalled by a majority vot e in a national referendum. Such
a referendum may be initiated by a majority vote of the
Nat ion al Councilor by 15 branches in at least 5 sta tes.

AR T ICLE XI V

EXP UL StON

SECTION J. Charges against a member of the Young Com
munist Leagu e may be preferred by any other member. Such
cha rges must be brought before · the Executive Committee
of the branch . Aft er a hearing has been accorded to both
sides , the Executi ve Committee may recommend expu lsion
to the branch membership. The branch membership meet
ing shall gran t a fair hearing to both sides. T he member
may then be expe lled by a majority vote of th e branch
membership.

SECT ION 2. Any member so expell ed may appeal hi s case
to the State Co mm ittee and to the National Council. The
State and National Councils shall have the power of re
ins ta temen t.
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ARTICLE XV

FINA!':CES

SECTION 1. All branches and committees of the Y.c.L.
shall keep financial records and shall issue financial state
ments periodically. The National Council shall issue a
monthly financial statement.

SECTION 2. Every Young Communist League Convention,
whether national, state, regional or county, shall set up an
auditing committee to audit the finances of the respective
leading bodies.

ARTICLE XVI

DIVISIONS OF THE Y.C.L.

SECTION I. The National Council shall be empowered to

set up such divisions of the organization as it deems neces
sary with appropriate functions.

ARTICLE XVll

I;\lTERNATIONAL AFFILIATION

SECTION I. The Young Communist League of the United
States of America is affiliated to the Young Communist
International.

ARTICLE XVIll

PUBLICA.TIONS

SECTION I. The National Council shall issue a regular
publication, which shall be the official organ of the Young
Communist League.

SECTION 2. The National Council shall be empowered to

issue such publications as it sees fit and to take measures
to insure their circulation among the youth.

ARTICLE XIX

EMBLEM

SECTION 1. The emblem of the Young Communist League
shall be the letters Y C L in gold upon a red five-point star,
encircled by a golden background centered upon a red. flag.
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Stock up on Youth Literature
Here's your chance to acquire a valuable library

for just a few cents

MAKE YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE
by Gil Green. Price 5 cents

This is the rep or t of Gil Green to the Eighth National
Con vention of the Young Communist League.

WE WANT TO LIVE by Leonard J. Mason
Price 5 cents

Do you want to die in war? Re ad this and learn what
you can do about it .

LIFE WITH A PURPOSE by Joe C. Clark
Price 2 cents

Why every young man and wom an sho ul d jo in th e Young
Communist League.

GET WISE-QRGANIZE by Dave Doran
Price 3 cents .

The stake of th e you th in the C.LO. drive. Introduction
by William Z. Foster.

UNITED WE STAND FOR PEACE AND
SOCIALISM by Gil Green. Price 5 cents

Contains the re solution of the Sixth World Congress of
the Young Communist International.

YOUTH MARCHES TOWARDS SOCIALISM
by Wolf Michal. Price 5 cents

This is the main report made to the Sixth Wo rld Congress
of the Young Communist International.

YEARBOOK OF THE Y.C.L. Price 25 cents
An illustr ated description of the Y.C.L. at work and at
pl ay. 64 pages.

•
Order this literature through your local literature
agents or direct from the National Office of the
Y.C.L., P. O. Box 28, Station D, New York 'City

40% discount for orders of $1.00



DO YOU KNOW THE SCORE?
Everybody wants to kn ow how to make fri ends

and how to keep th em. lVe know people who arc
payin g good mon ey to find the answer in books.

Bu t you are interested in even more than making ,
fr iends . You are not sa tisfied with knowing as mucr o
as you do kn ow ; you want to learn more. You want
recrea tion, participation ' in games and spor ts.

You arc em ployed and you want to know how
you can help make wages go up and hours down.
and make your city a union town. You are not a
drifter; you want life with a purpose and meaning.

You may not have a job (and th ere are ,:),0 0 0,0 0 0

in the same boat with you), and you want to know
. what can be done about getting a -job.

In other' words, you want ACTION-EDUCA
TION-RECREATION. You -want gQQd fri ends.
lo yal comrades. You want to .know about the world
you live in, and what with war on the horizon, you
don 't want sudden death.

\Ve invite you, therefore, to join our permanent
.unrversity of youth.

For life with a purpose, Join th e Young Commu
ni st League.

I wish to join the
YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

P.O. Box 28, Station D, New York City.

Name .

Address

City

Age

. .. .. . .. ..... . . .. . . . ... .. . State .

Occupation .
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