
000337

OF HERDI[· STRUGGLE

OF THE SPANISH PEOPLE
---- - - SOCIALIST • LABUJ

COllEeJJSI

THREE tENTS



PUBLISHED BY

WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS, INC.

P. O. BOX 148, STATION D, NEW YORK CITY

AUGUST, 1938
~209

PRJlI/TED IN THE U.S.A



Two Years of Heroic Struggle
of the Spanish People

BY GEORGI DIMITROFF
General Secretary a/the Communist International

I

F OR two years the Spanish people have been defending
their liberty and independence with unexampled courage.

In exceptionally difficult conditions, at the cost of tremendous
sacrifices and the blood of their valiant sons, they have de-

. fended every inch of their native land against the army of
fascist invaders. In the history of the human race it will be
difficult to find a more heroic saga of the struggle by a whole
people against alien enslavers, a~d at the same time a baser
and more criminal war against a cultured and civilized people
of Europe.

This war is being waged in a situation where international
bodies claiming to be the defenders of world 'peace, and the
governments of the biggest Western European states which
proudly consider themselves to be the representatives of de
mocracy, culture, and civilization, not only put up with the
unparalleled crimes of the fascist barbarians, but actually
support and encourage them by their entire policy.

As is well known, the diplomats of the Western European
powers and of the leading League of Nations circles justify
their "non-intervention" policy-so full of treachery to the
Spanish people-by the hypocritical statement that the war in
Spain is only the internal affair of the Spaniards themselves,
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that it is a case of two Spanish camps and that to support the
lawful government of Spain, to enable the Spanish Republic
to utilize its rights established in international law, of acquir
ing arms for self-defense, would be intervention in Spanish
affairs and would lead to a large-scale war.

The events, however, that preceded the fascist revolt of
July 18, 1936, and particularly that have developed during the
course of the war, provide quite another picture and utterly
destroy this legend created by the pro-fascist friends of Hitler
and Mussolini in England and France. During the past two
years numerous facts have become widely known which clearly
go to prove that the rebellion of the fascist generals was from
its very outset prepared by the official fascist circles in Ger
many and Italy. Generals Sanjurjo, Franco and Mola were the
obedient tools of these real initiators of the war in Spain.

The German fascists have long cherished dreams of con
q!-1ering Spain. In this respect, as in many others, they have
inherited the old plans of German imperialism, which as far
back as the days of the world imperialist war made prepara
tions for the seizure of Spain. With a view to realizing these
plans, German fascism developed espionage and disruptive
work in Spain on an extensive scale. During the existence of
the government of the Spanish reactionary Gil Robles, the
German fascists, enjoying complete liberty, set up dozens of
bases of the so-called "Landesgruppe" [National Groups-Ed.],
established firm contacts· with the Spanish army generals, and
systematically recruited their agents from among the officers.
They received big orders for war supplies and construction
work from the Gil Robles government, and were acquainted
with all the objects of military importance in Spanish Morocco,
the Balearic Isles, Gibraltar and other places of important
strategic significance during wartime.

This activity of the German fascists in Spain was facilitated
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by the fact that the reactionary upper clique of Spanish land
owners and capitalists, who were then in power and were
overthrown after the victory of the People's Front during the
parliamentary elections, went over completely to the side of
fascism. The Spanish reactionaries did everything possible to
crush the young democratic republic, sent their men to undergo
training in Germany, while Gil Robles, the War Minister, and
in fact the head of the reactionary government, personally
attended the German fascist congress at Nuremberg.

The preparations for the rebellion, inspired by the Berlin
taskmasters, went full steam ahead long before July 18, 1936.
General Sanjurjo, one of the ringleaders of the rebellion
who flew from abroad to lead the rebellion in Spain and met
his death during this flight-had gone to Germany on behalf
of his associates, Franco, Mola, a~d the others, six months
before the outbreak of the rebellion, and while there had come
to final agreement with the German fascists as to the forth
coming fascist coup in Spain.

It will not be superfluous now to call to mind the report on
this point from the Pravda. correspondent on March 12, 1936:

"The well-known Spanish monarchist General Sanjurjo
-organizer of numerous counter-revolutionary plots in
Spain-is now in Berlin. General Sanjurjo and his suite
stayed at the Kaiserhof Hotel, where guests of the German
government usually stay. It is reported that General San
jurjo is engaged in Berlin in negotiations regarding assis
tance to counter-revolutionary military organizations in
Spain which are preparing a new plot against the govern
ment. In particular, Sanjurjo intends to acquire a large
quantity of military equipment from German firms."

Italian fascism took a no less active part in preparing the
rebellion. According to documents seized during the cleaIl:up
of an espionage center in Valencia, it has been established
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beyond all possihle doubt that as far back as 1934 Mussolini
conducted negotiations with representatives of the Spanish
monarchists and promised to supply them with funds, men,
airplanes and military equipment in the event that they took
action. Several months before the rebellion took place, Musso
lini had already issued orders to equip troops to be sent to
Spain. Entire squadrons of airplanes were made ready, and
part of them were already transferred to Spanish Morocco to
be at Franco's disposal.

Thus it was that the German and Italian fascists wished to
employ the Spanish generals to strangle the Spanish people,
to seize their country, to utilize its riches, to transform the
territory of Spain, the Balearic Isles, Spanish Morocco, Gi
braltar and the Mediterranean Sea into bases for the world
imperialist war which is being prepared by them with a view
to a new redivision of the globe.

It is now also beyond all doubt that the seizure of Spain by
fascist Germany and Italy was a component part of the so
called "Anti-Comintern" agreement between Hitler and Musso
lini, and was the first act of the international offensive of the
Rome-Berlin axis.

The Italian and German inspirers of the Spanish rebel gen
erals counted on the rapid seizure of state power and the es
tablishment of a fascist dictatorship in Spain. The fascists,
however, miscalculated. They reckoned without the host. In
stead of the expected rapid and easy victories, the rebels met
with the resolute resistance of the Spanish people.

In Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia and at a number of other
most important points in Spain, the rebels were crushed in
the very first days by the herdic detachments of the people's
militia. Having met with defeat at the hands of their own
people, the generals began to transfer Moroccan units and the
"Foreign Legion" to Spain, while their masters in Berlin and
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Rome hastened to save the situation by dispatching their own
armed forces.

Thus it was that there began one of the basest and most bar
barous wars of intervention directed against the liberty and
independence of a heroic people.

II

In the first stages the German and Italian interventionists,
in the hope that the rebels would achieve rapid victory, did not
come forward openly as belligerents. But when it became clear
that the Spanish people were creating their People's Army and
would be able utterly to crush the rebellion thwughout the
country, they cast aside the camouflage. Since that time troops
and military equipment have been sent to Spain without a
break from Germany and Italy. And now, at the end of the
second year of the war, German and Italian units occupy a
decisive position among the troops carrying on the war against
the Spanish people. The Italian and German fascist army
commands are the actual masters, both at the front and in the
occupied parts of Spain.

This point is already realized not only by anti-fascists and
outside observers in the Western European countries, but also
now by many people in the rebel camp. Many Spanish officers
in the Franco camp have become clearly convinced that the
real masters of the so-called Spanish "Nationalist" army are
the German and Italian fascists who arrogantly lord it in the
occupied districts and behave there as though they were in a
colonial country under their heel. And quite a number of
Spanish officers in the Franco camp who raised their voices
against this 1}ave been shot. These facts, I think, go to show
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more eloquently than many others do, who the real bellig
erents are.

The inspirers of the rebellion themselves have long ceased to
hide the fact that they are waging war against Spain. At the
very time when months have been spent in the "Non-Interven
tion" Committee in the search for methods to determine the
number of foreign troops in Spain, Mussolini has publicly and
repeatedly declared that fascist Italy is waging war in Spain.
He openly exchanges telegrams with his generals on Spanish
territory. In March, 1937, there was published his telegram
addressed to General Manzini calling for victory at all costs.
This message was addressed to just those "valiant legions"
which were later routed at Guadalajara. In August, 1937,
after the fall of Santander, Mussolini dispatched new telegrams
to those in command of the Italian troops, in which he said
that "Italy is proud to have succeeded in waging war on Span
ish territory."

Just recently, on July 10, there was published in Mussolini's
mouthpiece, the Popolo d'ltalia, an article of his in which he
talks brazenly of the war being waged by the troops of Italian
fascism in Spain. "Our battalions which have only just reo
turned from the conquest of Abyssinia have had to depart
once again for Spain"-this is the statement of the chief him
self of the fascist barbarians who are spreading death on
Spanish territory.

Lists of officers and men of the expeditionary corps killed
in Spain have been published in the Italian press. Just re
cently the entire Italian press published the official statement
(without a doubt very much understated) that during the
period of the war in Spain the number of Italian airmen killed
was 120, the number taken prisoner twenty-one, and the num
ber missing nine. Italian generals write articles to the press
about the military operations in Spain, in which they do not
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even consider it necessary to pretend to be Franco's "advisers"
but come forward as avowed and brazen fascist conquerors.

The German fascists have also long ceased to hide the mili
tary operations against Spain behind the figleaf of non-inter
vention. And really, it is ridiculous and impossible to hide
such facts as the dispatch from Germany and Italy of hun
dreds of thousands of soldiers, thousands of airplanes, tanks,
and an endless stream of shells and other types of military
equipment.

At the very moment when decisions are being taken in the
Non-Intervention Committee about the means of withdrawing
volunteers from Spain-and the real volunteers fighting on
the side of the Spanish people are cynically put into the same
category as the regular army corps of the fascist intervention
-new military forces are being transferred to the Levant
[Valencia-Ed.] front from Italy and Germany. The inter
ventionists are openly preparing a combined sea, land, and
air drive against Valencia.

One needs to possess the really unparalleled hypocrisy of
Lord Halifax and Mr. Chamberlain to deny the presence in
Spain of troops of intervention, the destruction of Sp;mish
towns, the wiping out of women and little children, the sink
ing of merchant ships by Italian and German bombing planes,
and to assert t4at all that is going on in Spain is an internal
struggle between the Spaniards themselves, in whose affairs the
League of Nations and the countries interested in the mainte
nance of peace should not intervene.

Is it not clear to every person who does not want to close
his eyes to stubborn facts that the pro-fascist clique of British
Conservatives and of their allies in the camp of French reac
tion bear no small share of the responsibility, together with
the fascist aggressors, for the horrible suffering and numberless
sacrifices of the Spanish pepple?
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Our Comrade Dolores Ibarruri (La Pasionaria), that tribune
of the heroic Spanish people, is a thousand times right when
she says:

"The blood of the children, women and men who were
murdered during these tragic days is upon the head not
only of the traitor Franco, not only of Hitler and Musso
lini. There are many people in Europe who, however
much they may seek for waters of Jordan, will not be able
to wash their hands clean of innocent blood."

III

The two years of the struggle in Spain have brought to light
new tremendous popular forces which have proved not only
capable of withstanding the offensive of the fascist hordes,
armed though they may be to the teeth, but have shown their
unswerving determination to carryon the struggle to the end
and win victory over fascism.

Republican Spain, as is well known, began the struggle in
exceptionally unfavorable conditions from the military point
of view. The masses of the people had not undergone the )
schooling of the world imperialist war, had no experience in
the conduct of positional warfare and many' other forms of
modern defense. The Republican government proved to have
very few commanding officers and very poor military equip
ment. And yet, despite all these difficulties, the Spanish peo
ple have for two years already been staunchly defending their.
liberty and independence.

At the outbreak of the rebellion, the Republic possessed
very insignificant military forces, several thousand armed men,
as a matter of fact. Now it has an army of half a million men,
an army steeled in battle, one that has undergone many diffi-
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culties and is learning the art of modern warfare. New com
manding officers have been trained, closely bound up with the
people, selflessly defending their interests and successfully
mastering the complicated art of warfare. The war industry
is being organized and the entire economy of the country is
placed at the service of one aim, victory over the enemy.

Despite the tremendous military and technical superiority
of the forces of intervention, and a number of partial defeats,
the Republican army has also won during these two years tre
mendous victories which will go down in history for all time.
The rebels on dozens of occasions have hurled their storm de
tachments against Madrid. They have attempted to crush it
by land and by air, on more than one occasion have loudly
announced the capture of Madrid and even have sent out ban
quet invitations in celebration. Nothing has been able to
shatter the heroic resistance of the People's Army.

Madrid has become the symbol of impregnability, the
stronghold of Spanish liberty and independence, an example
now being followed by Valencia and Barcelona. The Repub
lican Army inflicted a sev~re blow on the armies of interven
tion at Guadalajara; it smashed their plans for a general
offensive by capturing Teruel, and in many other cases dis
played heroism and the ability not only to take the defensive,
but also to pass to the offensive. It has succeeded in checking
the offensive on the Aragon front, in localizing the breach, in
upsetting the plans of the interventionists who calculated on
inflicting a crushing blow on the Republican Army.

In all these successes the decisive role belongs to the united
proletarian and People's Front. For a number of years the
Communist Party of Spain-the initiator of the People's Front
-has conducted a consistent and persistent struggle for the
unity -of the Spanish proletariat, for rallying all the forces of
the people against reaction and fascism.
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The unification of the workers' organizations and the mus
tering of the forces of the whole people took place step by step:

The beginning of 1935 saw the successful completion of ne
gotiations between the Unitary Confederation of Labor and
the U.G.T. (General Workers Union), and by the end of the
year their amalgamation took place.

At the end of 1935, contact committees were established
throughout Spain between the Communist and Socialist
Parties.

In January, 1936, the People's Front was established cover
ing the Communist and Socialist Parties, the U.G.T., the Re
publican Left, the Republican League, the Party of the Catalan
Left and other organizations.

In April, 1936, the Communist and Socialist Youth Leagues
were merged into a single organization.

In July of the same year, four parties-the Catalan Socialist
League, the Catalan Federation of the Socialist Party of Spain,
the Proletarian Party of Catalonia and the Communist Party of
Catalonia-joined forces and out of them was established the
United Socialist Party of Catalonia.

In March, 1937, all the youth organizations in a number of
provinces in Spain-the United Socialist League, the Anarchist
and Republican organizations - formed Youth Alliances,
while in September of the same year a National Youth Alli
ance was established covering all the youth organizations of the
country.

In August, 1937, a program of joint action was adopted by
the Communist and Socialist Parties.

In March, 1938, unity of action was established between the
U.G.T. and the Anarcho.Syndicalist C.N.T. (National Confed.
eration of Labor), while in April the C.N.T. and the F.A.I.
(Iberian Anarchist Federation) joined in the People's Front.

Thus the Spanish working class, by overcoming the difficult

12



heritage that divided its forces in the past, has consistently
established a firm basis for the unification of the Spanish
people in the struggle against the fascist rebels and the forces
of intervention. The severe trials of the war and the danger of
fascist enslavement of Spain hastened on the completion of
this process.

The entire course Of the struggle of the Spanish people has
provided incontrovertible confirmation of the correctness of the
People's Front policy. It was precisely the establishment and
consolidation of the People's Front that rendered it possible to
rally together all the vital forces of the Spanish people, despite
the previously existing deep political and other differences in
their ranks. Thanks to the People's Front, the Spanish people
have been able to establish their People's Army which h&s
proved capable of withstanding the onslaught of the technically
superior armies of the fascist intervention.

The People's Front of struggle against the fascist rebels
and the forces of intervention has strengthened the solidarity in
struggle among the Communists, Socialists, Anarcho-Syndical
ists, Republicans and non-party people in the army and behind
the lines, despite the unceasing disruptive work of the Caba
llero clique, the agents of the so-called "Fifth Column" and the
Trotskyist bandits.

Had there been no People's Front, the Spanish people would
long ago have been internally disorganized, crushed and en
slaved by the fascist invaders.

It is no accident that all the enemies of the Spanish Re
public at home and abroad have exerted and continue to exert
all possible efforts to spread and inflame mutual distrust and
discord among the parties and organizations belonging to the
People's Front in order to undermine confidence in their gov
ernment, to disrupt the People's Front itself.
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For this reason, on the occasion of the second anniversary
of their struggle, the Spanish people thoroughly appreciate,
now more than ever, the need to maintain and further consoli
date the People's Front-the basis of their unity, the main
source of their defensive power and the first condition of
victory in their war of national liberation against the fascist
plunderers. And there are no grounds for doubting that the
working class of Spain, the entire Spanish people, will guard
the inviolable unity and solidarity of the People's Front as
the apple of their eye.

IV

The heroic struggle of the Spanish people is of enormous
international significance. It has held back and continues to
hold back the outbreak of a new world war. Had the German
and Italian fascists succeeded in achieving the rapid victory
they contemplated in Spain, this would undoubtedly have
resulted in a tremendous intensification of the effrontery and
aggressiveness of these war-mongers toward other nations. And
on the other hand, had the governments of the bourgeois
democratic countries really fulfilled their elementary interna
tional obligations to the Spanish Republic, to the extent
merely of lifting the blockade, of giving Spain the right to
purchase arms, th"en the victory of the Spanish people that
undoubtedly would have followed would have effectively as
sisted in curbing the fascist aggressors and would have dealt
a very severe blow at their plans of kindling the flames of a
new wo:r:ld war.

There can be no doubt that the splendid example of the
heroic struggle of the Spanish people has exerted irresistible
influence over other nations threatened with fascist aggression.
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These nations are on their guard against the fascist menace,
they have no desire to be caught unawares by the arrogant
plunderers. They have no desire to place themselves at the
mercy of the agg~essors, but, on the contrary, are preparing
to defend their liberty and independence.

Fascist plots have been crushed in the very embryo in a
number of countries. The plot of the French Cagoulards was
uncovered while still in its preparatory stages. The fascist coup
of General Cedillo in Mexico was quickly crushed by the
Cardenas government,· which relied on the support of the
Mexican people. Even in countries with reactionary govern
ments, such as Rumania in the Balkans and Brazil in South
America, the attempts of Hitler's supporters to carry through
coups d'etat met resistance and ended in failure.

The influence of the Spanish example can also be seen in
the determination of the Chinese people to resist the Japanese
invaders with all means in their power, and in the readiness of
the Czechoslovakian people resolutely to defend themselves
against the menace to their independence coming from German
fascism.

The war in Spain is giving rise to growing mass indignation
and discontent in the countries of the fascist aggressors them
selves. The masses see before their very eyes how bankrupt are
the repeated assertions made by the fascist governments about
easy victories on the Spanish fronts, about the speedy end to
the "Spanish expedition." With every month that passes the
war is making itself felt with increasing force. It brings priva
tion to millions of the working people of Italy and Germany.

The fascist governments are unable to hide away from the
people the hundreds of thousands of killed, wounded and
crippled. And before their eyes rises the horrible nightmare of
the last world imperialist war. Millions of people are thinking
that if things should go on this way, if fascism is give1\. its way

15



in Spain and other countries, then a similar fate of being crip
pled and killed themselves threatens them tomorrow.

The news that penetrates despite all the obstacles raised by
the fascist dictatorship indicates an increase in anti-war, anti
fascist sentiments and actions. There are many facts already of
action taken against the "Spanish war" not only by the working
people in Italy, but also by Italian troops. The fascist army
command is already shooting dozens of men for refusal to
obey orders, and is sending back to Italy entire shiploads of
"unreliable" units.

If it is borne in mind that the fascist authorities send to the
war the units that they have drilled most and which are most
reliable from their point of view, then all the facts of action
taken against the war show that. more serious events are near
in the fascist countries. Spontaneous mass actions are breaking
out now in one, now in other part of Italy when troops are
being sent to Spain or on the arrival from that country of
wounded soldiers. In many towns, leaflets and slogans are
circulated protesting against the war and the privation it has
brought to the working masses.

Similar processes are taking place in Germany as well.
There, as in Italy, anti-fascists, despite the furious terror of
the authorities, collect funds for the Spanish people and send
them to Spain. Action against the sending of troops and arms
to Spain is becoming more and more frequent an occurrence in
German factories and workshops. In Essen, the center of the
war industry, one can see on the factory walls this slogan,
"Hangmen, hands off! The Spanish people will fix their own
destiny!" The fascist authorities are seriously concerned at
cases of damage done to the death-dealing weapons sent to the
fascist rebels. New prisoners have long ago made their ap
pearance in Germany's concentration camps, thrown there for
action taken against the war in Spain.
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The mothers, wives, and children of the soldiers sent to
Spain and of those killed there direct their anger against the
government. In the conditions of the present war no fascist
rulers will succeed in diverting this wrath against the "enemy"
as was the case during the imperialist war of 1914-18, since
the bandit character of the war and the offensive of fascism
against a people defending its liberty and independence is too
obvious. And every day of the war brings with it increasing
wrath and discontent among the masses of the people, against
the intervention in Spain and those responsible for it, Hitler
and Mussolini.

The onslaught of the bloc of fascist aggressors upon Spain
and the resolute resistance put up against them by the Spanish
people have increased to an exception'll degree the will of the
masses of the people in other countries to'resist the fascist
aggression and have given rise to a big upward trend of the
anti-fascist movement throughout the world. The struggle of the
Spanish people and the international solidarity campaign, by
clearly showing the urgent need for united action by the inter
national proletariat, is one of the powerful factors hastening
on the process of the abolition of the split in the ranks of the
labor movement.

The ground is more and more slipping from under the feet
of the opponents of working class unity, and the number of
supporters of unity and of fighters for the establishment of
international proletarian unity in the struggle against fascism
and war is growing apace in the ranks of the Socialist Parties
and the trade unions.

The working people of all lands will draw many valuable
lessons from the Spanish events, and, above all, the one which
the Communists tirelessly recall to them, that the struggle
against fascism must not be postponed, the fascist danger must
not be underestimated, fascism must be opportunely co'un·
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tered by the forces of a united working class and the widest
masses standing solid in an anti-fascist People's Front. To
dally in this matter, to fail to see the danger of the fascist
offensive and of fascist conspiracies means to facilitate the
vile cause of fascism and thereby to inflict great sacrifices on
the working masses.

Long before the rebellion the- Communist Party of Spain
uttered a warning about the action prepared by the fascists,
pointed to their disruptive work directed against the Spanish
people, to the threats linking the plotters within the country
to their German and Italian instigators. The Communist Party
called for the removal of the reactionary generals, fo'r the
arming of the people and for the adoption of other effective
measures whereby to defend the republic.

Is there anybody now who can dispute the fact that had the
ringleaders of the fascist coup under preparation been ren
de;red harmless in good time, this would have saved the lives
of hundreds and thousands of people? The plans of the fascist
aggressors would have been smashed. Spain would not have
been subject to its present devastation and severe trials.

Now, therefore, when the Communist Party of France calls
on the people to be vigilant and exposes the Cagoulards and
other fascist plotters, when the Communists of Czechoslovakia
energetically oppose the designs of Hitler's agents, when the
Communists of Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, Sweden, Nor
way, and other countries call on their people to take timely
action against the threatening menace of fascist aggression,
when the Communists in England point to Chamberlain's
ruinous policy, the example of Spain should rise up before the
eyes of the working people. This example should make them
heed what the Communists say and rally the masses of the
people with still greater energy to the struggle against fascism
in their countries.
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v
In their heroic struggle the Spanish people have won sup

port of the working class and anti-fascists throughout the world.
The peoples of the Soviet Union, the great land of socialism,

are resolutely on the side of the Spanish people. The Soviet
Union, by its peace policy and by the stand it has taken in
international bodies, is steadfastly striving to bring about the
end of fascist intervention in Spain, and provides an example
of effective struggle to curb the fascist aggressors and maintain
world peace.

International solidarity has found expression in various
ways, in the sending of food and medical supplies, the evacua
tion and fraternal welcome of Spanish children, in demonstra
tions in defense of the Spanish Republic and protests against
the destruction of the peaceful towns of Spain, in demands for
the withdrawal of the troops of intervention, in partial preven
tion of the loading of war materials, in boycott, in cases of
insubordination, etc.

In, the most decisive days, when mortal danger hung over the
capital of Spain, fighting alongside the Spanish fighters by the
walls of Madrid were the International Brigades, made up of
the best sons of the international proletariat. They have played
a considerable part in beating off the fascist hordes.

However, the working class and the anti-fascists of the
bourgeois countries have not yet been able to secure the thing
most necessary to the Spanish people, the right to the free
purchase of the necessary means of defense; they have failed
to secure the lifting of the blockade of Republican Spain;
they have been unable to overcome the ruinous policy of non
intervention; they have failed to bring about the cessation of
direct and indirect support for the fascist interventionists by
the decisive Western Europe~n powers.
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Now, at the end of the second year of war in Spain, it
should be pointed out that the working class of the capitalist
countries has not yet thoroughly fulfilled its duty to the
Spanish people engaged in defending the democracy and peace
of all countries against ,fascist aggression. It must be said
outright that during these two years the Spanish people have
done more for the defense of the cause of world peace and
progress than has been done till now by the working people of
the capitalist countries in support of the Spanish people.

On the occasion of the second anniversary of the heroic
struggle in Spain, it is the duty of every labor organization, of
every individual active in the labor movement, of every honest
anti-fascist political leader to examine the causes that prevent
adequate and effective aid being rendered to Republican Spain
and that prevent the working class from fulfilling its full
duty to the Spanish people.

The Socialist Parties have adopted quite a number of good
resolutions concerning aid to the Spanish people, but are far
from having taken the necessary steps to secure their fulfill
ment. What is more, they systematically permit leaders of
theirs who not only occupy ministerial posts in the govern
ments of a number of countries, but even head such govern
ments, to conduct an entirely opposite" policy.

This policy of official representatives of the Second "Interna
tionalled to such a noteworthy fact as that the British bourgeois
politician Lloyd George, while recently on a visit to Paris,
exhorted the leaders of the Socialist Party of France and of the
Second International about the need for supporting Republi
can Spain. He "explained" to the Socialist leaders that the
seizure of Spain by Germany and Italy would serve as a
starting point for them to undertake a military attack on
France and to kindle world war; that after having occupied
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the Spanish provinces bordering on France, German troops are
beginning to erect fortifications and to prepare bases on the
Pyrenees for an attack on France; that the German army
command already possesses important positions at Gibraltar;
that the German and Italian navies consider themselves to a
considerable degree to be full-fledged masters of the enti~

Mediterranean.
As is well known, the Communist International has on many

occasions made approaches, directly and through its represen
tatives, Comrades Thorez and Cachin, to the Second Interna
tional for the organization of joint action against the fascist
intervention and in defense of the Spanish people.

Joint action by the parties. and trade union organizations of
the international proletariat would create a tremendous move
ment in all countries which would change the entire interna
tional situation in the briefest space of time, would bar the way
to the offensive of the fascist aggressors and would surely
facilitate the liberation both of the Spanish and Chinese peo
ples from the fascist invaders.

Such a movement would lead not to the large-scale war with
which Hitler and Mussolini scare the banker~ and hucksters of
England and France, but, on the contrary, would be the most
certain means of curbing the unbridled fascist aggressors and
would be the main guarantee for maintaining world peace.

But on every occasion when the Communist International
addressed its proposal for joint action to the Second Interna
tional and the International Federation of Trade Unions, the
representatives: of these .onganizations have gathered at con
ferences, adopted declarations of solidarity with the Spanish
people, uttered wordy invocations against the blockade of
Republican Spain, but have stubbornly refused, under the in
fluence of the reactionary British Labor Party and trade union
leaders and their satellites in other oountries, to agree to
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organize the united ,action of the world proletariat, which
alone can produce the necessary positive results.

Yet the past two years of war in Spain have provided ade
quate proof of the fact that it is not by wordy invocations
against the blockade of Republican Spain, not by paper
protests against the fascist aggressors, not by exhortations to
pro-fascist politicians in England and France, that real aid
can be given to the Spanish people. This requires that concrete
action be undertaken by the progressive social forces and par
ticularly united OlCtion by the world proletariat_

He who desires really to see the end of the destruction of
peaceful towns in Spain, of the murder of women and children,
who desires to have the fascist violators driven out of Spain,
and to see the establishment of a firm barrier against the out
break of a new world imperialist war, must take action. It is
not difficult to find the organization and form of this action;
life itself, the experience of the labor movement, prompts them.

The end of the second year of the war sees the Spanish
people exerting all their energy, mobilizing all the country's
means and resources for resistance to the fascist invaders. The
Spanish people are heroically enduring unheard-of privations
and sacrifices, overcoming tremendous difficulties, in beating
off the attacks of the fascist barbarians who are armed to the
teeth with all the most modern instruments of destruction.

In the course of this struggle the Spanish proletariat and
the anti-fascist fighters have to rebuff the faint-hearts and
waverers, to crush the Trotskyist and other fascist agents. The
men of the Republican army of Spain fighting at the walls of
Madrid, on the Levant front, in the Pyrenees Mountains and
along the coast, are fighting against the worst enemies of all
working mankind. The blood they and their brothers shed
rouses other peoples to the struggle against fascism. Their
heroic struggle brings new forces forward in the most distant
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corners of the earth, on the fields of the great land of China,
in distant Mexico, and in the very camp of their mortal
enemies, in the fascist countries.

It is now up to the international proletariat!
Everything must be done to insure the victory of the Spanish

people, for as Comrade Stalin, the great leader of the working
people, pointed out in his telegram to Jose Diaz, General
Secretary of the· Communist Party of Spain:

"The liberation of Spain from the oppression of the
fascist reactionaries is not the private affair of the Span
iards, but is the common cause of all advaJnced and pro
gressive mankind."

To fulfill this common cause of advanced and progressive
mankind-the liberation of Spain from the yoke 9f the fascist
reactionaries-means, in the present international situation,
not only to render aid to the Spanish people, to assist most
decisively in defending Czechoslovakia against German fas
cism, and in achieving victory for the Chinese people over
the Japanese invaders. It means also to bar the way to further
acts of aggression and slaughter by barbarous fascism, it
means to maintain world peace.
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Earl Browder Talks to America in-

THE PEOPLE'S FRONT
354 pages, $2.25

The authoritative statement by the leader of the Com
munist Party of the United States on the Communist
position on national and international affairs, including
the constitutional crisis, the Supreme Court, intervention
in Spain, the Soviet Union and world peace, trade union
unity, the Negro question and many other problems.

"In his work, The People's Front, Earl Browder,
leader of the Communist Party, charts the course
of action for the American people in this crucial
hour."-V. J. Jerome, Editor, The Communist.

•
THE DEMOCRATIC FRONT

For Jobs, Security, Democracy, and Peace

96 pages, price 10 cents

In this historic report, Earl Browder analyzes the main
political problems confronting the people of America
today. He deals extensively with the offensive of reac
tion and the building of the democratic front, with or
ganizing victory for progress in the 1938 elections, with
the problem of winning America for a
policy, with the question of brotherly CI

the Catholics on issues of common intere
building of a mass Communist Party in '
glorious revolutionary traditions of Amer

•
Order from your local bookshop or from

WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS
P. O. Box 148, Station D. New York, N. Y.
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