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EXECUTIVE

THE LABOUR PARTY AND THE FUTURE

Throughout the present War the Labour Party has regarded, and still regards, the winning
of complete victory as its supreme aim. It also holds that preparation for necessary social change
is an essential part of the winning of victory. Military victory followed by failure in Peace would
be defeat. Post-war change is but the continuation of that great contemporary march of humanity
of which the War itself is but one crucial phase.

Just as the world issue in this War is between black reaction and the hope of progress, so the
world issue in the Peace may.well be between vested interest and public welfare.

On one side is social strife and decay, on the other, social co-operation and growth. On one
side is the certainty of War again in no long time, on the other is the prospect of turning into reality
those hopes of permanent World Peace to which modern man has clung amid his tragedies of blood
and destruction.

The outstanding lesson of this second World War is that there can be no security for nations
against aggression, no security for individuals against poverty, no protection for the growth of
Democracy and Freedom, unless the keys of economic power, the essential means of production,
are brought under public ownership or control, and unless military power is brought under effective
control by a political authority of world-wide scope. Unless victory leads to a new assurance of
Peace, Prosperity, and Democratic Liberty, we shall have lost the Peace; and without a wide
extension of Socialist principle and a lirPitation of national sovereignty, that assurance will be
impossible. Civilisation will not escape yet another such disaster unless this War results in victory
for our Socialist and Internationalist Cause. This is a conflict of principles, and Labour will strive
with might and main to ensure that the right Cause will win.

INTERNATIONAL POLICY AFTER THE WAR

The disarming of the Axis Powers and the maintenance of the World's Peace by the four most
powerful United Nations-the British Commonwealth, America, Russia, and China-should lead
on to the establishment of a World Political Authority which should be not only the armed guardian
of International Peace, but also the agency of consultation and decision upon all the great political
issues arising among the nations.

Closely associated with this Political Authority, there must. be a series of international economic
agencies, including the International Labour Office, charged with the conduct of a great campaign
to expand the wealth of the world raise the standard of living of its peoples, and clear away all
obstacles to the achievement of those ends. In particular, the international regulation of exchanges,
the control of the supply and price of the great primary commodities, and the liberation of world
trade from restrictive influences of every kind, must be the tasks of World Economic Organisations
formed for these purposes. Similarly, international control must ensure that the investment of
the nation's surplus wealth will be so directed as to heal social and economic plague spots and to
increase human welfare where the need is greatest.

During the War inter-allied co-operation in the political and economic spheres is being bro~ght
to the highest possible pitch: a co-operation not only in the cause of victory, but in preparation
for the tremendous tasks of Peace. The Labour Party regards a close working alliance between
Britain and her three Allies, the U.S.A., the Soviet Union, and China-as being an essential of
self-preservation and victory, and also an earnest of that friendly and mutually understanding
common action after the War which will give life to the system of organisation here outlined.

On many of these matters the Labour Party recognises that there is a wide measure of agreement
among all Parties. Theory, however, is not enough. To get effective results the individual nations
must be ready to sacrifice some of their past ideas of sovereignty, and to modify some of the
policies 'which, left to themselves, they might wish to pursue. The British Government for its
part must turn a deaf ear to vested interests whose claims would conflict with the needs of
International Co-operation.

THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH

The association of Great Britain with the self-governing Dominions is a great factor of peace
and prosperity in the world. Nazism throve upon the inertia of nations not immediately menaced
by it: but the stirring unanimity with which a group of self-governing nations, all of them remote
from the immediate threat of war, acted together to take up the challenge of Nazi aggression, is a
lesson to the whole world in the meaning and power of true Democratic Freedom. This remarkable
unity, however, mllst not be tl\ken for granted, It must be kept vigorously alive by measures to
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preserve and increase mutual understanding, and by consultation in good time on every major issue
--in short, by the use of that mutually considerate commonsense which obtains among the members
of a loyal and affectionate family group. Indeed, the Labour Party desires that the number of free
Dominions in the Commonwealth shall be added to by the extension to India of the status of a
self-governing Dominion.

Let the Colonial Empire now enter upon a period of unprecedented development and progress
under the guidance of the Mother Country. Standards of health and well-being must be secured
not only by wise administrative measures but by the fostering of strong and expanding economic
systems. If money is needed for these purposes it should be laid out-prudently, but in no
niggling spirit. If vested interests exploiting native populations stand in the way of progress
and there are many parts of the Empire in which this is certainly the case-they must be properly
supervised, made to contribute their due share to social welfare in their territories and if need be
taken over by public concerns. A growing number of the economic functions of these expanding
and developing societies must be performed by public agencies.

Everywhere the goal should be political self-government, but the attainmcmt of that goal in
many instances cannot be near at hand. We must not be too quick to cut at the roots of those natm
forms of social organisation in which the life of many undeveloped societies takes its shape and gains
its meaning, but there must be constant and deliberate progress towards self-government. This
should be based upon progressive educational policies, helped by our willingness to transfer to the
Colonial peoples particular functions of government, local or otherwise, as soon as'. their ability to
assume them grows.

ECONOMIC POLICY AT HOME

The adjustment of industry to the needs of Peace, the adoption of a policy of economic
expansion at home, and the organisation of our export trade, will all call for wide measures of central
regulation and control. -

The governing principle should be this: industry to be the instrument of public policy-not
public poliey the instrument of industry. Production should be governed by the real needs of the
community, rather than by the inducements of private profit-making.

The Labour Party looks forward to early measures for securing public control and ownership
of certain industries; namely, monopolies by nature or historic growth, and industries' which,
because they render services necessary for the general public, must in the public interest be managed
efficiently, though on principles sometimes far removed from those of conventional commercial
practice.

In other industries the degree of control must be proportionate both in their need of State help
in financial guarantees or other forms and to the importance of the part they play in the wider
pattern of public policy at home and abroad. Wherever public interest is powerfully affected,
there it should be powerfully protected.

An increasing part in our trade organisation is being and should be played by the Consumers'
Co-operative Movement. Co-operation rend,ers great service to millions' of the people in the
distributive sphere and its principles are capable of increasing application in the field of agriculture.

Industry in many fields will seek the help of the State to finance and organise itself. There
must be no such help without supervision and control to the full extent that the public interest
requires. The great sustaining power of the State must not be turned into a prop for irresponsibly
conducted private business. Specious cries for self-government in industry mean in practice
the right of the private owners of industry to go. their own way, often with the help of the State,
and without any safeguard for the public interest. Down that road lies national decline and
decadence, as the years before the War gave alarming evidence. On behalf of the whole com
munity, Labour will challenge any such tendency and resist it as the inevitable forerunner of exploit
ation, economic Fascism, and national decline.

Agriculture, too---as agriculturists well know-must be organised with the help of the State.
It must playa greater part than ever before in the achievement of a national food and nutrition
policy. For thi~ purpose it wi.lI need help; but equally public interest will require, and the
La,?our Party wtl! demand, strmgent guarantees of an increasing efficiency in production, the
mamtenance of fair wages to farm workers, and reasonable---and no more than reasonable-levels
of return to farmers and-while privl\!e ownership still exists-the landlords. •

. All. indust~ie~ must ~e subject .to such public supervision as will provide guarantees against
anti-SOCial restrIctive practices or artificial price levels, and ensure the maintenance of proper
standards of welfare for all those engaged in them.

The State should conduct that most powerful and potentially mast dangerous of all mo,nopolies,
Central Banking. The Bank of England should be a State concern, and the State's relatIOns with
the commercial banks should take on a more integrated form.

On the basis of such a relationship between the State, finance, and indu.stry t~ere must be a
determination to maintain full employment as a penD:anent feature o~ ~ublt~ poltcy. Care and
method in the handling of public finances is an essential ?f good ad~mlstratlOn, b~t the ~~bour
Party proclaims its conviction that it is possible to use ~Ise a.n<:i en!lgh~en~d financial poliCies in
such a way as to keep the whole nation busily eng3;ged m gammg ItS ltv~lihood; and that it is
absolutely essential that budget and investment poltcy be conducted to thiS end.

4

pr~ervc and increase mutual understandin~,and by consultation in good time on every major issue
--m sbort, by the use of that mutually conSIderate commonsense which obtaina among the members
of a loyal and affectionate family group. Indeed, the Labour Party desires that the number of frcc
Dominions in the Commonwealth shall he added to by the extension to India of the status of a
self-governing Dominion.

Let the C;:olonial Empire now enter upon a period of unprecedented development and progress
under the gUI~ance of. tJ:le M~ther Country. Standards of ~ealth and well-being must be securc.d
not only by wIse admllustratiVc measures but by the fostermg of strong lind expanding economic
systems. If money is needed for these purposes it should be laid out~rudently, but in no
niggling spirit. If vested interests exploiting native populations stand in the way of progress
and there are many parts of the Empire in which this is certainly the case-they must be properly
supervised, made to contribute their due share to social welfare in their territories, and if need be
taken over by public concerns. A growing number of the economic functions of these expanding
and developing societies must be perfonned by public agencies.

Everywhere the goal should be political self-government, but the attainmont of that goal in
many instances cannot be near at hand. We must not be too quick to cut at the roots of those native
forms of social organisation in which the life of many undeveloped societies takes its shape and gains
its meaning, but there must be constant and deliberate progress towards self-government. This
should be based upon progressive educational policies, helped by our willingness to transfer to the
Colonial peoples particular functions of government, local or otherwise, as 1I00n all" their ability to
assume them grows.

ECONOMIC POLICY AT HOME

The adjustment of industry to the needs of Peace, the adoption of a policy of economic
expansion at home, and the organisation of our export trade, will all call for wide measures of central
regulation and control.

The governing principle should be this: industry to be the instrwnent of public polic:y-not
public policy the instrument of industry. Production should be governed by the real needs of the
community, rather than by the inducements of private profit-making.

The Labour Party looks forward to early measures for securing public control and o'WTlership
of certain industries; namely, monopolies by nature or historic growth, and industries which,
because they render services necessary for the general public, must in the public interest be managed
efficiently, though on principles sometimes far removed from those of conventional commercial
practice.

In other industries the degree of control must be proportionate both in their need of State help
in financial guarantees or other forms and to the importance of the part they play in the wider
pattern of public policy.at home and abroad. Wherever public interest is powerfully affected,
there it should be powerfully protected.

An increasing part in our trade organisation is being and should be played by the Consume"'
Co-operative Movement. Co-operation renders great service to millions of the people in the
distributive sphere and its principles arc capable of increasing application in the field of agriculture.

Industry in many fields will seek the help of the State to finance and orgllnise itself. There
must be no such help without supervision and control to the full extent that the public intereat
requires. The great sustaining power of the State must not be turned into a prop for irreaponsibly
conducted private busincss. Specious cries for self-government in industry mean in practie.e
the right of the private owners of industry to go. their own way, often with the help of the State,
and without any safeguard for the public interest. Down that road lies national decline lind
decadence, as the years before the War gave alarming evidence. On behalf of the whole com
munity, Labour will challenge any such tendency and resist it as the inevitable foren.umer of exploit
ation, economic Fascism, and national decline.

Agriculture. too---as agriculturists well know-must be organised with the help of the State.
It must playa greater part than ever before in the achievement of a national food and nutrition
policy. For thi~ purpose it wi.ll need help; but equally public interest will require, and the
La~our Parly wII.1 demand, stnngent guarantees of an increasing cfficiency in production, the
maintenance of faiT wages to farm workers, and reasonable---snd no more than reasonable-levels
of return to farmers and-whlle priv~e ownership still cxist$'-Ihe landlords. •

All industries must be subject to such public supervision as will provide guarantces against
anti-social restrictive practiCCll or artificial price levels and ensure the maintenance of proper
standards of welfare for all those engaged in them. '

The State should conduct that most powerful and potentially most dangerous of oil mo.nopoliea,
Central Danking. The Bank of England should he a State concern, and the State's relations with
the commercial banks should take on a more integrated fonn.

On the basis of such a relationship bem'een the State, finance, and indu.stry ~ere must be a
determination to maintain full employment as a penn.anent feature o~ f'ubb~ policy. Care and
method in the handling of public finances is an essentIal ?f good adJ.lllDlstcatIOD, bu.t the ~~boUT
Party proclaims its conviction thlll it is possible to use wise a.n~ en.hgh~en~d finanCial poliCies in
such a way as kl keep the whole nation busily cng:wed in gammg ItS liv~hhood; and that it is
absolutely essential that budget and investmcnt policy be conducted to dus end.



5

THE SOCIAL SERVICES
The National Minimum

The Labour Party regards it as a cardinal principle of s~cial policy that the maintenance of
an adequate minimum standard of life for all citizens, however circumstanced, should be a first
charge upon the national resources. The problem is not one of " affording" or " not affording,"
but of rationally distributing a national income which, however short it falls of the level it can and
must attain, is already more than adequate for the provision of bare minimum standards. In saying
this, however, the Party emphasises that the plenty which could now be achieved has not in fact been
achieved, and will only be achieved by a policy of expansion of production, consumption, and
exchange, based on public need rather than on private profit.

The Beveridge Plan

The Labour Party welcomes and applauds the Beveridge Plan for Social Securit¥. While
realising the need for a further examination of certain of the proposals, and visualising the necessity
for amendments and improvements, the Labour Party strongly advocates the adoption of all the
main features of the Plan and the speedy preparation of the necessary legislation. It is. strongly
of opinion that the scheme, coupled with measures for full employment, should be ready to be put
into operation after the War.

The Health of the People

The health of the citizens must be one of the primary cares of the State, and the Labour
Party fully supports the Beveridge proposal for a comprehensive Health and Medical Service
which will place at the disposal of every citizen the best available standards of professional skill,
hospital accommodation, and equipment. While it is likely that elements of private practice and
voluntarism may play their part in the comprehensive scheme, these must not be allowed to
conflict in any way with the maintenance of adequate standards of health service for every citizen.

Many public services, which Local Authorities are now permitted to render, should be made
obligatory. The Maternity and Child Welfare Services should be expanded; and adequate
Family Allowances should be paid from the National Exchequer.

The Population Problem

By thus reducing the difficulties that now stand in the way of willing and efficient motherhood,
the community can help to deal with the problem of population which looms like a deepening
shadow across all plans for future progress. While the removal of material difficulties will help,
the fact must be faced that under modern conditions mothers are increasingly likely to have children
only if they want to have them. They will want them only if they are themselves inspired by a sense
of service, of the joy and value of life, and by a living faith in man's destiny. How can such ideas
spread and take root except in a form of society which is itself based upon them? The sense of
service and fellowship must wither and die in a social atmosphere in which private profit and com
petition are glorified. If a community wants to inspire its people' with ideas larger than their
own selfish and personal purposes, it must itself set them a living example.

Housing and Planning

The great programme of rehousing and rebuilding which is already envisaged must take place
under a comprehensive plan for the whole country. In this plan the location of industry, with
special reference to the pre-war distressed areas, must play its part, as must the principle of limiting
cities and towns to reasonable dimensions, and the provision of such amenities as parks and" green
belts." Bomb damage, planned industrial location, and planned growth will themselves account
for a great part of the programme of house-building. In addition, the Labour Party advocates
t/:1e wiping out of the dreary, ugly residential patches which disfigure some of our towns, especially
in mining and many industrial areas, and their replacement by modern dwellings good to look at
and to live in. .

To make this programme of rebuilding and physical planning a practical reality, there must be
a radical approach to the question of compensation. The Labour Party affirms its general agree
ment with the principle of fixing a total national compensation figure for development rights in
undeveloped land; but it is convinced that there can be no final and satisfactory solution to the
problems either of physical replanning or of agriculture until the land itself becomes the property
of the nation.

'Education

The educational system must be overhauled and the widely differing standards of education
between poor and rich--a farce in a democratic country--abolished. If there are features of special
value 'in particular types of schools, those features must be made available to all, not in proportion
to their income but in proportion to their ability and to that alone. The school-leaving age must be
raised 'after'the War to 15 and within three years to 16. There must be provision for part-time
education after that age. Nursery-infant schools should be organised so as to be available for the
care and training of all children, from the age of two years, whose parents desire this service.
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The Health of the People

The health of the citizens mU5t be one of the primary cares of the State, and the Labour
Party fully supports the Beveridge proposal for a comprehensive Health and Medical Service
which will place at the disposal of every citizen the best available standards of professional skill,
hospital accommodation, and equipment. While it is likely that elements of private practice and
voluntarism may play their part in the comprehensive scheme, these must not be allowed to
conflict in any way with the maintenance of adequate standards of health service for every citizen.

Many public services, which Local Authorities are now pennitted to render, should be made
obligatory. The Materniry and Child Welfare Services should be expanded; and adequate
Family Allowances should be paid from the National Exchequer.

The Population Problem

By thus reducing the difficulties that now stand in the way of willing and efficient motherhood,
the community can help to deal with the problem of population which looms like a deepening
shadow across all plans for future progress. While the removal of material difficulties will help,
the fact must be faced that under modem conditions mothers are increasingly likely to have children
only if they want to have them. They will want them only if they are themselves inspired by a sense
of service, of the joy and value of life, and by a living faith in man's destiny. How can such ideas
spread and take root except in a fonn of society which is itself based upon them? The sense of
service and fellowship must wither and die in a social atmosphere in which private profit and com
petition are glorified. If a community wants to inspire its people Wilh ideas larger than thcir
own selfish and personal purposes, it must itself set them Illiving example.

Houslnlt and Planning

The great programme of rehousing and rebuilding which is already envisaged must take place
under a comprehensive plan for the whole country. In this plan the location of industry, with
special reference to the pre_war distressed areas, must play its part, as must the principle of limiting
cities and towns to reasonable dimensions, and the provisWln of such amenities as parks and" green
belts." Bomb damage, planned industrial location, and planned growth will them~e1vea account
for a great part of the programme of house-building. In addition, the Labour Party advocates
the wiping out of the dreary, ugly residential patches which di~figure some of our towns, especially
in mining and many industrial areas, and their replacement by modern dwellings good to look at
and to live in.

To make this programme of rebuilding and physical planning II practical reality, there must be
a radical approach to the question of compensation. The Labour Party affiITJ\3 its general agree_
ment with the principle of fixing a total national compensation figure for development rilbta in
undeveloped land; but it i~ convinced that there can be no final and satisfactory solution to the
problems either of ph}'sica1 replsnning or of agriculture until the land itself becomes the property
of the nation.

Education

The educational system must be overhauled and the widely differing standards of education
between poor and rich---Q farce in a democratic country-abolished. If there are features of special
value in particular types of schools, those features must be made available to all, not in proportion
to their income but in proportion to their ability and to that alone. The school-leaving age must be
raised after the War to HS and within three years to 16. There must be provision for part-time
education after that age. Nursery-infant schools should be organised so as to be available for the
care and uaining of aU children, from the age of two yean, whose parents desire this service.
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The physical provision of school buildings-modern, airy, well equipped, truly economical
and not built to last for ever-must take a high place in the National Rebuilding Programme.
Teachers must be recruited in numbers that will make an end of the scandal of classes so large that
the more backward pupils get no real education at all. The teachers, too, must be trained to a
standard of high competence and the community must learn to accord them the recognition that is
their due as one of the great factors in the progress of the race. Amid preoccupation with technical
and academic standards of education, let it never be forgotten that the primary aim of any educational
policy worthy of the name is to turn out fit bodies and minds that are not merely well stocked, but
active, strong, and self-reliant.

Science and Research

Because the New ''Vorld depends upon scientific discovery, the Labour Party calls fo~ the
adequate endowment of Scientific Research, both pure and applied. One of the tests ,of ~ n~tIon's
confidence in its future is its insistence that Science shall have a place of ample dlgruty In the
national life. It must no longer be regarded as an activity apart from the experience oLthe com
munity, but, from the school period upwards, organised as a vital expression of its purpose.

The Arts

As with Science, so with the Arts. War-time experiments hav~ shown how wide and eager
is the audience that is anxious for their sustaining vigour. The Labour Party is opposed to allowing
these experiments to end with the Peace. On the contrary, it urges that means should be taken to
make the theatre and music, painting and sculpture, the cinema and dance, a living part of our social
experience. The necessary adjustments in the powers of Local Authorities should be made now
to enable them to bring the Arts into the daily lives of the citizens they serve. It would be a grave
error of policy to allow the admirable organisations that have grown up since 1939 to perish when
Peace gives us the chance of so greatly increasing their scope and value.

THE SOCIALIST CHALLENGE

Capitalist enterprise has had its opportunity to build a society worthy of our people; this War
is the decisive proof that it has failed. The Labour Party calls upon its fellow citizens, regardless
of class or creed to demand that the foundations be laid for the transition to the Socialist Common
wealth. In it~ view, this is one of the supreme turning points of history; a nation like. ours,
which has fought audaciously to preserve its tradition of Freedom, must fight not less audaCIOusly
to renew that tradition. Nothing stands in the way of this renovation save timidity and privilege;
to accomplish this renovation we must overcome these obstacles now. We have the knowledge,
we have the intelligence, we have the desire, to embark upo~ the ne~essary tasks. . If we have the
courage, while there is still time, we may open a great epoch In the hIstory of mankInd.

PREPARE NOW!

If the programme here outlined is to be carried into effect with speed it must be planned in
advance. There may be difficulty in putting a number of these measures into practical effect in
War-time without interference with our military effort--a circumstance which the Labour Party
will never countenance. There is· no reason, however, why the speedy preparation of.the necessary
legislation should not go on. The Labour Party urges that this work of preparation-including the
necessary legislative framework-be pushed on with all speed. . •

While there must always be a g~neral reservation depending upon the uncertainties' of the time,
the Labour Party urges the adoptIOn of a forward programme of bold reconstruction on the lines
~ere suggeste~.. It will. be ~ lead to the whole world; it will clear the way for international discus-,
slOns and deCISIons whIch In many r~spects c3!ill0t be brought to completion without it; it will
avoid the risks of fatal.delay, confUSIOn, and l';lternal strife in the early post-war period; it will
hearten Democracy's fnends everywhere, and dIshearten and divide its enemies; and it will nerve,
inspire and unify the nations in the months, or it may be years of intense and unremitting struggle
which still lie ahead. . ,

RELIEF AND RE-HABILITATION IN EUROPE

The National ~xe<?utive C?mmittee ~as given considerable study to this problem and to the
present state of affaIrS In occupIed countnes. It has also studied the post-War prospects in these
areas, as regards food produc:tlOn, supply .of raw materials, clothing, and health. Acount has been
taken of wh.at has b~en done l.I1 North Afnca, following the liberation of this area. Much impressed
by the tra~pc ma.gl1ltude of th,e f~ture task of relief and rehabilitation, the Committee has already
gIven consIderatIOn to the ~rmclples o~ which this work should be undertaken, and particularly
to the need to pool all avaIlable supplIes and to associate the British American Russian and
Chinese Governments, together with those of the other United Nations i~ an effecti~e internafional
organisation and in practical programmes of action. The National Ex~cutive will continue to keep
this question unde~ close examination, and will be ready to make such representations to the
GQvernment, or to Issue such further statements on the subject, as may seem to be re<luired.
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THE PARTY AND THE ELECTORAL TRUCE
Considerable interest has been created at the prospect of a debate on the Electoral Truce at the

forthcoming Annual Party Conference, and in view of the high importance of the subject, the
National Executive Committee desires to make its views plain to all Affiliated Organisations. The
consequences of a wrong decision on this issue are much more considerable than is generally
realised. • .

The agreement between the Conservative, Liberal, and Labour Parties upon which the Electoral
Truce is based was entered into immediately on the outbreak of War. It was believed then, and
it has been amply proved since, that the survival of Britain and the Commonwealth could only be
ensured by the united action of all the political, industrial, and social forces in the nation.

In pursuing of the Party's policy of standing up to aggressors before the 'Val', the continual
pressure the Party brought to bear on various Governments in those days to prevent further Fascist
and Nazi encroachments, and, when the Polish crisis arose, the actual leadership of the nation
attained by the Party and by Mr. Arthur Greenwood (then leading the Parliamentary Party during
Mr. Attlee's absence), the Party has fully understood the serious responsibilities which its policy
has created. With hardly a division in its ranks, the Party has shouldered the obligations which it
owes to the British people and has done so, not as a propagandist organisation, but as a Party
prepared to undertake the responsibilities of an alternative Government.

The Labour Party offered to the Chamberlain Government co-operation in Parliament and
freedom from electoral contests in the country, combined with a close watch on the conduct of the
War. The Electoral Truce continued during the life of that Government even though misgivings
concerning its capacity to win the War rapidly increased. Finally, in May, 1940, at an historical
hour of grest crisis, when a change of Goven'1ment was imperative, the Parliamentary Party
challenged the Chamberlain Administration and brought about its downfall. This action placed
the Labour Party under fresh obligations to .the nation, which quickly became apparent when Mr.
Winston Churchill assumed office as Prime Minister.

THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT

The Labour Party declined to enter the late Government because it lacked confidence in Mr.
Chamberlain's leadership, but a different response was made to Mr. Churchill's request for
co-operation. Not only did the Party Conference authorise the entry of Labour representatives
into the Government, but that decision also carried with it the approval of the General Council of
the Trades Union Congress. The Coalition, therefore, is something more than a combination of
individuals. It was formed, and could only have been formed, with the consent of the political
parties; and its individual Members occupy their Ministerial posts as Party representatives. It
is very important that this should be kept in mind, because it is this circumstance that renders it
impossible for the Parties co-operating in the Government to conduct competing and partisan
campaigns or to nominate rival candidates in By-Elections as they arise from time to time.

The Labour Party's adherence to the Electoral Truce and the Labour Party's entry into the
present Government are both contributions to the nation's War effort.

PLANNING FOR PEACE

It is now clear that more is involved in these decisions than support for offensive campaigns
against the nation's enemies, whether on land, sea, or air. It is now realised that no War Govern
ment can be permitted to neglect to plan for Peace. It is admitted that the neglect of such measures
during the winning of the last War led to the failures of the Peace that ensued. To-day, it is
generally acknowledged that every effort must be made by the Government to ensure

A full agreement between the Allied Nations concerning the Armistice in Europe, the Peace
which must follow, and the world-wide settlement that will be paramount on the surrender
of the Japanese;

Full preparations, including agreements with the Allied Nations, for the resumption of inter
national trade and commerce;

The preparation of wide-scale plans to restart British Industry when War production is no
longer required; .

Preparations for the reconstruction of the social life of Great Britain; and

The restitution of Trade Union rights and authority in industry after the War.

In view of the present composition of the House of Commons, these tasks render the con
tinuance of Coalition Government imperative during the 'continuanc~of the War. The work of
our Labour Ministers is vital if the influence of the Labour, Trade Union, and Co-operative Move
ments is to have any effect upon Post-War Plans. At this stage, any departure from the present
'Var-time co-operation-unless dictated by such supreme national considerations as would dema.nd
Labour's withdrawal from the Government-must be avoided. In the view of the National
Executive Committee the immediate consideration of mere Party interests is not a sufficient cause
for the breaking of the Electoral Truce. Only the supreme needs of the nation-as, for instance,
the defeat of a Government which had become either too lethargic for War purposes or too Totali
tarian in its leadership of our Democracy-could justify the termination of the Truce.
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THE POSITION OF MINISTERS

The denunciation of the Truce, especially its unilateral denunciation, would have consequences
u{lon the harmony a~d efficiency of executive llovernment which the rank and file membership
of the Party must seriously appreciate. In the existing state of national and international affairs,
Members of the Government should work together in full confidence and cordial co-operation.
Indeed, the conduct of a Coalition Government in a Democracy engaged in .. Total War" depends
absolutely upon this unity of pUrJ?ose. The maintenance of such relations between Ministers
representing Parties with a long history of mutual controversy is not easily achieved and should not
lightly be taken for granted. The co-operation and mutual confidence which has been effected
would be dangerously strained if Ministers had to meet and discuss difficult and delicate issues of
policy either on the eve or on the morrow of a By-Election, in the latter case possibly bitterly
fought by their various Party supporters. The air might well be clouded by political recriminations
and allegations of sharJ? electoral practice. The winning side would be elated with triumph, the
losers sore with defeat. Cabinet harmony might possibly survive several such experiences; it is
almost unthinkable that any. Government could survive a succession of such stresses and strains.
To conceive otherwise is only wishful thinking by people who want both to eat their cake and
have it.

ELECTORAL PROBLEMS

The practical difficulties confronting any Party organisation in present political circumstances
must be seriously faced. The staleness of the 1939 Register of Electors, the untold number of
men and women who have left their homes for the Fighting Services, the considerable transfers of
working-class voters due to War-time industrial organisation, and the wide displacement of popula
tion due to bombing, all combine to render political contests inadequate as guides to public opinion.
No responsible political party can lightly take the risks incurred by electioneering in these conditions,
for no Constituency Party and no Political Organiser can guarantee that their candidatures could be
supported with the machinery and the personal service necessary to secure success. It would be
folly to ignore such realities.

The present Government has under consideration proposals for improving electoral methods
after the War and ways and means by which a War-time Election might be fought should necessity
arise. The technical difficulties ar~ considerable and, at the best, the earliest date by which an
effective Register can be completed is some time ahead. Any Electoral Register or any scheme to
facilitate a War-time Election must make provision for the Armed Forces and the Auxiliary Services.
Millions of men and women, many ofthem constantly on the move--some in Britain, some in Canada,
some in North Africa, some in the Far East, and others scattered on the Seven Seas, are so engaged
that they could not possible be placed on the Electoral Register and, if even they were, in many
instances could not possibly vote. Above all these considerations, however, it cannot be forgotten
that our men are fighting a hard life-and-death struggle and their assessment of the relative import
ance of military warfare as compared with political warfare might not exactly coincide with the views
of those at home in the Constituencies who are not so immediately engaged as they are.

Nevertheless, supposing Registration Officers and their staffs were able to complete their
arrangements for the conduct of a poll, any By-Election might be seriously complicated by enemy
action. Obviously, no By-Election could have been conducted in London or many other of the
.. blitzed" areas during the winter of 1940, and, although at present there is a lull in the enemy's
night air attack, it would be unwise to dismiss the possibility of its renewal. Apart altogether from
night air raids on this country, a great campaign on the Continent of Europe is now foreshadowed.
The lives of millions of men and women will be at stake, both at home and abroad. Fascist and
Nazi Powers, in addition to their present attempt to destroy our lines of communication, may also
strike at our productive power, even as our Forces will continue to destroy the .War economy of
Germany wherever it is in operation. Even if this were not so, the consumption of War material
by the vast Armies of the Allies when fully engaged will call for such an expenditure of time and
labour from our people that there will be far less opportunity than at present for them to engage in
political controversy. .

THE TEXT OF THE ELECTORAL TRUCE

The Party Agreement forming the Electoral Truce is in the following terms :-

.. We jointly agree, as representing the Conservative, Labour, and Liberal Parties, as follows;

(a) Not to nominate Candidates for Parliamentary vacancies that now exist, or may occur,
against the Candidate nominated by the Party holding the seat at the time of the vacancy
occurring.

(b) The Agreement shall hold good during the War, or until determined oli notice given by
anyone of the three Parties signatories hereto."

It will be noted that the agreement is solely concerned· with the refusal to nominate Candidates
in By-Elections under the circumstances mentioned~ As an instrument it lays down no other line
of conduct for the Parties subscribing to it, and it is in no sense a .. Political Truce." The activities
of political parties, if limited at all, are determined by other considerations, amongst which are
responsibilities and obligations created by their policies before and during the War. The Labour
Party claims perfect freedom to make its own contribution to Parliamentary and democratic public
discussion.
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alTaJlgcmenla for the conduct of a poll, any By-Election might be aeriously complicated by enemy
action. Obviowly, no By·Election could have been conducted in London or many other of the
" blitud .. areas during the winter o( 1940, and, although at present there i.s a Jull in the enemy's
night air attaclt, it would be unwise to dUmiu the pouibility of its renewal. Apan altogether (rom
night air raids on this country, a great campaign on the Continent of Europe i, now foreshadowed.
The Iivea o( milliona of men and women will be at stake, both at home and .broad. Fascist and
Nazi Po.....en. in addition to their preaent attempt to desuo)- our linea of communication, may also
atrike at our productive power, even as our Force, will continue to deatroy the.War economy o(
Germany wherever it is in operation. Even if this were not so, the consumption o( War material
by the vsat Annies o( the Allie, when fully engaged will call for such an expenditure of time and
labour from our people that there will be far leu opportunity than at present (or them to engage in
political controversy.

THE TEXT OF THE ELECTORAL TRUCE

The Plrty Agreement forming the Electoral Truce is in tbe (olJowing tenns :-

" \Ve jointly agree, as representing the Conservati\·e, Labour. and Liberal Parties, as follow.;

(a) Not to nominate Candidatea (or Parliamentary vacancies that now exist, or may occur,
against the Candidate nominated by the Party bolding the ,eat at the time of the vacancy
occurrine·

(6) The Aareement ahall hold good during the War. or until detennined on ootice Klven by
anyone o( the three Parties signatories hereto."

It will be noted that the agreement La anlely concerned with the refusal to nominate Candidates
in By-E1ectiona under the cireumatancea mentJoned. AI an instrument it la), do\\'D no other line
of conduct for the Parties subscribina to it, and it ia in no .ense ... Political Truce." The aeth;ties
of political parties, if limited at aU, .re detennined by other considerations, amongst which .rc
TC$ponsibilities and obligations created by their policies before and during the War. The Labour
Pany claUD. perfect (reedom to make ita own contribution to Parliamentary and democratic public
discussion.
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The National Executive Committee is fully aware of the sacrifices that our Constituency
Parties and their Candidates have made in the national interest. It extends the thanks of the
Party to them for their generous loyalty to the decisions of the Annual Conference in circumstances
which have required considerable restraint.

Individual members and representatives of "splinter" Parties who are now contesting
By-Elections and subjecting the patience of our own Party members to so severe a strain can
assuredly be left to the country's judgment. The nation as a whole, at home and abroad, will be
well able to place a proper value on the conduct of any Party, large or small, which deliberately
prefers the short-term satisfactions of partisan politics during a period of so critical a War to the
larger Cause of National Unity and Victory in a struggle that is so fateful to the future of mankind.

THE COMMUNIST PARTY.
The following correspondence passed between Mr. Harry Pollitt, Secretary of the Communist

Party of Great Britain, and the Secretary of the Labour Party. The Memorandum and the text of
the Constitution of the Communist International, set out in Appendixes I and II. should be read
in conjunction with these letters.

W.C.2.
December 18. 1942.

•
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN

(British Section of the Communist International)
Central Committee:

16, King Street, Covent Garden, London,
J. S. Mjddleton, Esq.,

Secretary, The Labour Party,
Transport House, Smith Square, S.W.l.

DEAR COMRADE,

I am requested by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Great Britain to ask you
to place before your next annual conference the official application of our Party to be accepted as
an affiliated organisation to the Labour Party.

My Committee feel that the experiences gained in the course of the united struggle against
Fascism has shown the tremendous part that a united working-class movement can play, not only
in the winning of the war, but in what will be needed from the workers in helping to solve the
serious problems of reconstruction when the peace has been achieved.

The Communist Party is fully prepared to accept all the obligations of being affiliated to the
Labour Party and to loyally carry out all decisions reached at its annual conferences.

My Central Committee would be ready at any time to meet representatives of the Labour
Party tq clear up any points prior to'your annual conference, either in regard to our application
or to discuss any immediate possibilities of united action to help forward the movement for victory.

Yours fraternally,
. HARRY POLLITT,

Cmtral Committee, Communist Party of Great Britain.

THE LABOUR PARTY
Mr. Harry Pollitt, February 18, 1943.

Communist Party of Great Britain,
16, King Street, W.C.2. .

DEAR MR. POLLITT,

The National Executive Committee has considered your letter of December 18, making
application for affiliation to the Labour Party. It has now decided that it cannot recommend the
Annual Party Conference to accept your Party in affiliation, mainly on the following grounds:

(a) The Constitution and Rules of the Communist Party as laid down by the Communist
International cannot be reconciled with those of the Labour Party.

(b) The Communist Party, being a Section of the Communist International,' is unable to.
accept of its own free will the decisions of the Annual Party Conference. It is subject
to overriding commitments to that International. The Communist Party has no authority
within itself to enter into or, having entered into, to remain within the Labour Party if the
Communist International determines otherwise.

(c) Officers and representatives of the Communist Party hold their positions in the name of
the Communist International. and, if admitted to the Labour Party, would remain bound
to carry out within the Labour Party the directions of the Communist International.

The Labour Party comprises within its membership organisations which are free of their own
right to accept the obligatioma laid down by the Party and to fulfil those obligations without iJ:1ter
ference from any other body, It is vital that this position should be maintained.

Youn sincerely,
J. $. MIDtlLETON', Stieritary.
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the COmQlwllat International, and, if admitted to the Labour Party, would remain bound
to carry out within the Labour Party the directions of the Communist International.

The Lebour Party comprises within its membership organisations which are free of their own
right to acoept the obligatiolU laid down by the Party and to fulfil those obligatiena without inter
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THE COMMUNIST PAR'I'Y OF GREAT BRITAIN

(British Section of the Communist International)

DEAR MR. MIDDLETON,

The Central Committee of the Communist Party very much regret that your Executive Com
mi~tee has not found it possible to recommend the affiliation of tJ:e Communist Party to the Labour
Party at your coming Annual Conference. ,

We note that the reasons as given in your official letter turn entirely on a question of constitu
tional interpretation with regard to the Constitution of the Corrununist Party and the Commuiiist
International.

With regard to the questions here raised we desire to state categorically that the Communist
Party of Great Britain determines its policy on the basis of the decisions of its democratically
elected Congresses, and through its democratically elected Central Committee, which appoints its
officials.

In declaring that, if our application for affiliation is accepted, the Communist Party fully accepts
the Constitution of the Labour Party, and the obligations and loyalty involved in such acceptance,
we make this declaration with full knowledge of the terms of the Constitution of the Communist
International, which you quote, and with full confidence that no such conflict as you suggest is
here involved.

We are confident that no such conflict is involved, and that your objection has in fact no basis
in practice, because, as is well known, in accordance with the decisions of the Seventh Congress of
the Communist International, in 1935, the entire policy of the Communist International is directed
towards promoting in every way the unity of the Labour Movement in all countries and supporting
unequivocally all policies which promote such unity.,

Nowhere in the world would the establishment of such unity be more important than in Britain,
and, so far from questions of international affiliation in any way coming into conflict with such unity,
the affiliation of the Communist Party to the Labour Party would be able to play an important part
in promoting unity of the International Labour Movement.

The view point of the Communist Party of Great Britain on all questions Is based on the
conditions prevailing here in Britain and on the interests of the British Labour Movement. In the
event of any differences of opinion of particular issues of policy we would firstly consult the Labour
Party Executive Committee with a view to reaching agreement. Ifsuch agreement were not possible,
we would not claim any special privileges for ourselves other than those enjoyed by other sections
already affiliated to the Labour Party. -

We believe that the difficulties here raised, which are presented as the sole grounds for rejecting
our application, are difficulties which are capable of negotiation and adjustment, and that such a
course would be more appropriate than to reject our application out of hand on a question of con
stitutional interpretation without first taking an opportunity to hear our viewpoint.

We would accordingly suggest to your National Executive Committee, in the interests of unity,
the desirability of a meeting being arranged between representatives of your Executive Committee
and of the Central Committee of the Communist Party to discuss any difficulty which in your opinion
stands in the way of the acceptance of affiliation of the Communist Party.

We regret that in your letter no attempt is made to present any arguments based upon the
specific political conditions in Britain for this decision or to take into account the gravity of the war
crisis, the urgent problems confronting the Labour Movement and requiring the united strength
of the Labour Movement for solution.

We would wish to urge the desirability of approaching this important question not so much
on the basis of documents from the past as on the basis of a recognition of urgent political needs
and of the vast changes that are taking place with this war in all political relations and in the thoughts
and outlook of millions of people. The relations between States and peoples are being changed,
and will change still further. The 'British Labour Movement will not remain static; the Con
stitutions of its various organisations will not represent the last word in drafting. The tremendous
sacrifices that the war against Vascism has already evoked, the greater sacrifices that victory will
inevitably demand, the problems .of winning the war and the peace, pose before serious
Socialists entirely new questions that prejudice ,cannot solve and refusal to face can easily succeed
in aggravating.

", If it will be possible to approach the question in the spirit of this understanding and with a full
sense of the responsibility which we all hold towards' the future of the Labour Movement in this
cOUntry,'we are confident that it'should be possible to reach a positive solution permitting of the
establishment of unity of the British,. Labour Movement by the acceptance of the affiliation of the
Communist Party. ' : ' _

, We sincerely, hope your Executive will reconsider the question in' the light of what we have
here put forward, and will accept our suggestion for a joint meeting to clear ,up any difficulties that
st~nq in ,the way of acce~tlince'of our. application for affiliation:..

-, " Yours sincerely,. .... .
, , HARRy POLLITT,

Central Committee, Communist Party of Great Britain.

February 26, 19,1.3.
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THE LABOUR PARTY
March 12, 1943.

DEAR POLLITT,

Consideration has been given to your further letter having reference to the application for
'affiliation to the Labour Party by the Communist Party of Great Britain (British Section of the
Communist International).

The Labour Party, in its letter of February 18, stated some of its main grounds for rejecting
the application. They were to the effect that the Constitution and Rules of the Communist Party
cannot be reconciled with those of the Labour Party; that the Communist Party is only a Section
of the Communist International, and is subject to overriding commitments of that body and is subject
to its decisive authority; and that Officers and Representatives of the Communist Party hold their
positions in the name of the Communist International.

No direct denial has been made by the Communist Party of these facts.

To avoid the issues raised by the Labour Party, the Communist Party, in a statement 'it terms
" categorical," says " that the Communist Party determines its policy on the basis of the decisions
of its democractially elected Congresses and through its democratically elected Central Committee,
which appoints its officials."

The Labour Party cannot accept that statement as true,
The Constitution of the Communist International, of which the Communist Party is only a

Section, clearly indicates that Party's subservience to that International. Reference to that Com
stitution clearly demonstrates that

(a) "The World Congress discusses and decides programme, tactical and organisational
questions connected with the activiti,es of the Communist International and of its various
sections" (Rule 8) ;

(b) The Executive Committee of the Communist International (E.C.C.I.) " gives instructions
to all the sections of the Communist International and controls their activity" (Rule 12) ;

(c) "The decisions of the E.C.C.1. are obligatory for all the Sections of the Communist
International and must be promptly carried out" (Rule 13) ;

(d) "The Central Committees of the various Sections are responsible to their respectIve
Party Congresses and to the E.C.C.l. The latter has the right to annul or amend decisions
of Party Congresses and of Central Committees of Parties and also to make decisions
which are obligatory for them" (Rule 14);

(e) "The programmes of the various Sections of the Communist International must be
endorsed by the E.C.C.I." (Rule 16) ;

(f) The E.C.C.1. and its Presidium have the right to send their representatives and instructors
to the various Sections of the Communist International with responsibility to the E.C.C.l.
only" (Rule 22). '

The above controls provided by the Constitution of the Communist International bind the
Communist Party of Great Britain. They disprove the claim made by the Communist Party
that its Policy is within the authority of its own Congress and its Central Committee.

The Communist Party attempts further to 'avoid the constitutional issues raised by the Labour
Party by suggesting that" in practice," despite constitutional differences, no conflict is involved.
This suggestion is destroyed at once by a mere reference to the antagonisms, the abuse and the
intrigue practised against the Labour Party by the Communist Party for more than twenty years.
At no stage in its existence has the Communist Party been actuated by honest intentions towards
the Labour Party.

The Labour Party agrees with the Communist Party on the need for working-class unity.
The Labour Party held this view long before the Communist Party came into being, and it believes
it to be a crime to perpetuate differences which can be resolved. Experience, however, has shown
that any attempt to unite opposing political principles of a fundamental character is a waste of time.
The Communist Party came into existence because its members found themselves at variance
fundamentally with the Labour Party. The Communist International does not believe that unity
is desirable except on its own terms; terms which the Labour Party, as a democratic organisation,
could not accept. As the Communist International has not yet changed its fundamental principles,
it would be idle to think of achieving unity with a mere subsidiary 'Section like the Communist
Party of Great Britain.

The Labour Party rejects the Communist Party's assertion that its" viewpoint on all questions
is based on the conditions prevailing here in Britain and on the interests of the British Labour
Movement." All the facts of Communist activity in Great Britain refute that statement. The
desertion of the Communist Party from Great Britain's fight against Fascism in September, 1939,
and its re-entry into the conflict in June, 1941, had nothing whatever to do with" the conditions
prevailing in Great Britl1-in." These actions were dictated by the policy of the Communist Inter
national, and were not the result of any free decision taken by any" democratically elected Congress
of the Communist Party" in this country.

Finally, the Communist Party is neither independent, self-governing, nor self-supporting,
and the National Executive Committee is convinced that the Labour Party's efforts either in war or
peace will not be enhanced or strengthened by any association with the Communist Party.

Yours very sincerely,
J. S. MIDDLETON, Secretary.
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THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN
(British Section of the Cotrimunist International)

March 18, 1943.
DEAR MIDDLETON,

My Committee has considered your reply of March 12. We note your statement:
"The Labour Party agrees with the Communist Party on the need for working-class

unity. The Labour Party held this view long before the Communist Party came into being,
and it believes it to be !l crime to perpetuate differences which can be resolved."

If this statement expresses the viewpoint of the Labour Party Executive, is it not common
sense that representatives of our organisations should meet with a view to a serious attempt to resolve
differences? We regret that your letter and the accompanying Editorial in the Daily Herald of
March 15 should have cho$en instead to indulge in abusive assertions and charges which we can
only repeat are unfounded. This method of argument shows an equal lack of consideration for
the serious character of the present political situation and a lack of respect for the opinion of the
considerable number of affiliated organisations of the Labour Party who have declared in favour of
our application for affiliation.' We must repeat that the policy of the Communist Party of Great
Britain, including its international affiliation, is entirely determined by the free, democratic
decision of its membership, and that the international obligations which it recognises in accordance
with the elementary principles of international Socialism are voluntary obligations, subject to the
will of its membership, and in no J;"espect come into conflict with the requirements of working-class
unity in Britain or the fulfilment of our obligations as an affiliated section of the Labour Party.
The Communist Party of Great Britain is independent and self-governing, and no assertions to
the contrary can alter this fact. We further repeat that the Communist Party's policy is " based
on the conditions prevailing here' in Britain and on the interests of the British Labour Move
ment." Your disagreement with particular aspe~ts of our past policy is no refutation of this fact.

Your suggestion that the Communist Party of Great Britain is "not self-supporting" is also
not in accordance with fact. The Communist Party of Great Britain and all its activities are entirely
financed by the voluntary support of its members and wide sections of the people in this country
who are in sympathy with its aims. It is well known to all with any political knowledge of conditions
in this country that no Movement has been able to <;ommand such a fund of voluntary devotion and
support as the Communist Party.

In spite of your Executive's repeated attempts to sidetrack the main issue, we once again ask
you, in the interests 'of the whole Labour Movement, to consider our application for affiliation,
bearing in mind the following points: (1) The urgent need for the unity of all British working
class organisations for the war and the peace; (2) The need to remove the barriers that prevent
the united mobilisation of the working-class organisations and therefore weaken the activity and
influence of the Laboul: Party itself; (3) The very considerable number of organisations affiliated
to the Labour Party which favour our application for affiliation, knowing from their own experience
that the work of the Communist/Party is stimulating to the Movement and is in no way disruptive.

In all countries in the world, and espe~ially in the Occupied Countries under Fascist domina
tion, Social Democrats and Communists are working and fighting in unity to-day, and in many cases
giving their lives, in the common struggle against Fascism. Must Britain be the exception?

Members of the Labour Party will recall how Leon Blum, the leader of the French Socialist
Party, delivered at the Labour Party Conference in 1940 the most bitter attack against Communists
that· any leader haS' delivered in any country. Yet it is the same Blum who, after his country had
been surrendered to Fascism, and he had himself become a prisoner of the French Fascist Govern.
ment, drew the lesson and declared in burning words at the Riom trial:

" That there were between myself and the Communists in the past such and such diffi
culties is no longer of importance to-day, and for my part I obliterate them entirely from my
mind. I do not forget that at the moment when I speak now the Soviet Union is at war, in
the same war, against the same enemies. Nor do I forget that in the ·Occupied Zone the
Communist Party contributes its share, its very large share, ofvictims and hostages. Theother
day I saw in a newspaper list of hostages the name of Timbaud. I knew little Timbaud; he
was secretary of the Metalworkers' Union in the Paris region. He was present at the talks
of March 15. I often saw him and often was in battle with him. Only this: he has been
shot_nd he died singing the Marseillaise, that Marseillaise which, in spite of everything,
we have re-taught the workers to sing; perhaps not the official Marseillaise, not the Marseillaise
of official processions and station platforms, but the Marseillaise of Rouget de Lisle and the .

. volunteers of the Year II, of Victor Hugo' winged and rising amidst the bullets.' That is

. how Timbaud died, and that is how many others have died, too. Therefore, for my part,
as far as the Communist Party is concerned, I will not add another word." .
Must Fascism always conquer before the lesson is learned in·each country ?

We appeal to the Lab~ur Party Executive an -to all members of the Labour Party. Let us
respond to the spirit of that declaration before it is too late and build the unity of the Labour Move
ment iIi Britain which will defeat Fascism and ensure a glorious future for the people of this country.

Yours sincerely,
HARRY POLLITT,

Central Committee, Communist Party of Great Britain.

12

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN
(British Section of the Communist International)

March 18, 1943.
D£AR MIDOLlITON,

My Committee has considered your reply of March 12. We notc your statement:

"The Labour Party agrees with the Communist Party on the need for working·clau
unity, The Labour Party held this view long before the Communist Party came into being.
and it believes it to be a crime to perpetuate differences which can be resolved."
If this statement apre"e, the viewpoint of the Labour Party Executive, is it not common
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Yours faithfully,
J. S. MIDDLETON; Secretary.

April 2nd, 1943.
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THE LABOUR PARTY
March 26, 1943.

DEAR POLLITT,

I t is an essential requirement of the Constitution and Standing Orders of the Labour Party
that each affiliated organisation must--

(a) accept the programme, principles and policy of the Party ;
(b) agree to conform to the Constitution and Standing Orders of the Party;
(c) submit its political rules to the National Executive Committee.
Paragraph (c) is to enable the National Executive Committee to determine whether any under

taking to accept paragraphs (a) and (b) can be honoured by organisations admitted to affiliation.
Our insistence on the importance of the Constitution of the Communist International is, therefore,
in pursuance of the National Executive Committee's responsibility to our Annual Party Conference
and to all our affiliated organisations.

The failure of the Communist Party to acknowledge the plain meaning of the Constitution of
the Communist International and its consequences upon its own organisation, policy, and activities
is, in fact, an admission of the soundness of the Labour Party's case in rejecting affiliation.

In your letter of March 18 you quote in a most unscrupulous way the following words torn
from a paragraph of my letter of March 12 : .

"The Labour Party agrees with the Communist Party on the need for working-class
unity. The Labour Party held this view long before the Communist Party came into being,
and it believes it to be a crime to perpetuate differences which can be resolved."
This quotation has since been isolated and published by the Communist Party deliberately

to mislead the Movement. The remainder of the paragraph is therefore reproduced as follows:
" Experience, however, has shown that any attempt to unite opposing political principles

of a fundamental character is a waste of time. The Communist Party came into existence
because its members found themselves at variance fundamentally with the Labour Party.
The Communist International does not believe that unity is desirable except on its own terms:
terms which the Labour Party, as a democratic organisation, could not accept. As the Com
munist International has not yet changed its fundamental principles, it would be idle to think
of achieving unity with a mere subsidiary section like the Communist Party of Great Britain."
The Communist Party can have no reason for omitting this portion of the paragraph other

than to deceive by suppression.
The claims made by the Communist Party that it is "self-supporting" and entirely financed

by its own members and" wide sections of the people in this country who are in sympathy with its
aims" cannot be accepted. Its expenditure upon newspapers, periodicals, literature, -posters, and
an immense staff of employed people, to say nothing of expenses incurred by its subsidiary organisa
tions, is far beyond the financial capacity of the Labour Party, whose membership is at least forty
times the membership claimed by the Communist Party. The fact that its balance-sheets are never
published justifiably creates a lack of confidence in the Communist Party's claim to financial
independence.

Your quotation from a speech by Leon Blum is irrelevant. During the months that Blum and
thousands of our French comrades were at the mercy of the German Nazi invaders the British
Communist Party were prating about "an Imperialist war" and seeking to impede the efforts of
the British people to combat the common enemy---and this, be it remembered, by direct instruction
of the Communist International. What the Labour Party has to decide is whether the Communist
Party of Great Britain is an .organisation to be trusted at any time. The Labour Party does not
believe that the blood shed either by French Socialists or Comrriunists or by the Red Army relieves
the Communist Party of Great Britain or the Communist International of their share of responsibility
for the breakdown of Democratic Government and the extension of Fascist and Nazi rule. In any
case, the Communist Party of Great Britain continues its work of intrigue within the ranks of the
Labour Party and the Trade Unions. The Labour Party cannot believe that the Communist Party's
intentions towards British Labour are any more honest now than in the days when Britain stood
alone against Nazi and Fascist aggression._

THE COMMU,NIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN,
Central Committee,

DEAR MIDDLETON,

There seems to be a danger that in the protracted correspondence that is passing between us
your Executive Committee is losing sight of the main reason why the Communist Party made its
application for affiliation to the Labour .Party.

In our letter of December 18th, 1942, we specially stated :-
" My Committee feel that the experiences gained in the course of the united struggle

against Fascism have shown the tremendous part that a united working-class movement can
play, not only in the winning of the war, but in what will be needed from the workers in
helping solve the serious problems of reconstruction when the peace has been achieved."
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Central Committee,
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In view of the many other issues raised both in your subsequent letter and our replies, which
were not before your Executive Committee when it considered our application last February,
may we suggest that a point has now been reached in the discussion, when it would be more useful
for you to arrange a meeting between representatives of the two Parties so that they may discuss
outstanding points. We are ready to respond, believing that agreement could be reached if the
urgency of the present situation, and the problems that will arise in the future, dominate our
common approach.

In your letter of March 26th, you point out that each organisation affiliated to the Labour Party
must- ---

(a) accept the Programme, Principles, and Policy of the Party ;
The Commtmist Party has declared, and again repeats its acceptance of these

(b) agree to conform to the Constitution and Standing Orders of the Party
The Communist Party declares its agreement;

(c) submit its Political Rules to the National Executive Committee.
The Communist Party is ready to do so.

Your Executive Committee in all its correspondence, newspaper articles and speeches, seem
to make their main objection to our affiliation turn on our being affiliated to the Communist Inter
national, and it is suggested that loyalty to international working-class obligations is incompatible
with loyalty to the working class movement in Britain.

The Statutes and Rules of the Communist International have been quoted to prove that,
since binding international obligations are recognised, the Communist Party cannot be regarded
as a self-governing body. Yet exactly the same principle applies in fact to the Labour Party, as
to all working class and socialist organisations. .

This would have been apparent to all your affiliated organisations if, when quoting from the
Constitution of the Communist International, you had also quoted from the Constitution of the
Labour and Socialist International, to which the Labour Party is affiliated. For Clause 3 of this
Constitution lays down ;-

" The Lahour and Socialist International can only become a reality if its decisions in all
international questions are biI:J.ding on. its affiliated bodies. The resolutions of the Inter
national will therefore imply a self-imposed limitation of the autonomy of the affiliated
organisations."
Because of its acceptance of this decisive Clause in the Constitution of the Labour and Socialist

International, it has never been suggested that the Labour Party has ceased to be an independent
democratic and self-governing organisation in Britain.

The Communist Party is proud to be associated with the workers of other countries, and
believes that there was never such a time as now, when it was more necessary to strengthen every
form of international association, and we believe our affiliation to the Labour Party would have
important results in assisting the achievement of international working-class unity all over the
world.

Your letter also again raises the question of the Communist Party's finance.
Let me repeat, the Communist Party is financed entirely by its own members, and wide

sections of the people who are in sympathy with our policy.
If you care to examine the dues paid by the membership of the Communist Party in comparison

with what the Labour Party receives from its affiliated membership; the magnificent response of
the workers in their financial support of the Communist Party, by collections in the factories and
at the largest public demonstrations that ever take place in this country; and the very large sales
of literature, from which we obtain a substantial proportion of our income, then at once you would
understand that there is no hidden mystery here, but on the contrary a splendid public political
achievement that could be emulated by the Labour Party if it carriep, out the same forms of mass
activity.

The Communist Party believes that if it were affiliated to the Labour Party, the result could
be an all-round enlivening of the whole Labour Movement in such a way that by a very great
increase in the number of trade unionists paying the Political Levy, together with mass political
activity and effective mass methods of raising money, the present far too weak financial situation
of the Labour Party, nationally and locally, would undoubtedly be greatly strengthened.

With regard to the financing of the Daily Worker, the facts are public property. The
puchasing of the machinery and plant after the lifting of the ban, was assisted, as your Executive
Committee very well know, by important trade union and co-operative organisations who had not
any hesitation in investing considerable sums of money in the Daily Worker. Its monthy main
tenance fund is a prominent feature of every issue, and is sustained by tens of thousands of
supporters in the Labour, Trade Union and Co-operative Movement.

No political organisation in Britain keeps such a careful check over its finances, keeps its wages
and expenses accounts so low, or exercises such strictness in all its financial affairs. Our Balance
Sheet will be submitted to our Party Congress, and will be published in the Press.

More jmportant than all these detail questions of controversy is the central issue of labour
unity~ We believe all members of the Labour Movement will recognise that the urgency of this
is now greater than ever, in view of the dangerous suggestions and threats of splits, both from
the right and from the left.

In view of the many other issues mised both in your subsequent letter and our replies, which
were not before your Executive Committee when it considered our application last February,
may we suggest that a point has now been reached in the discussion, when it would be more useful
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We are especially concerned to see that in the same issue of the Daily Herald which ·printed
your 'last letter, prominence is given to a statement by Mr. Charles Dukes in the Municipal
Workers' Journal in the following terms: .

" It is no use being mealy mouthed about these things. Those who, by what appears
to be unseemly haste, have made their declaration in support must clearly understand that
the passage of a resolution at the Labour Party Conference does not necessarily mean that
they will carryover to a new alliance all the oFganisations now affiliated to the Labour Party."
On the face of it, this would appear to convey a threat from the side of opponents of affiliation

that· they are not .prepared to accept a democratic decision of the Labour Party Conference, but
that in the event of the decision going against them, they would be prepared to endeavour to
disrupt the Labour Party.

We are confident that such a suggestion of disloyalty to democratic decisions cannot meet with
your approval.

In view of the crucial issues which will confront the Labour Movement in the whole future
period, both in the war for victory over Fascism and in the world after the war, when the battle
of the common people for social liberation and against reaction will imperatively require unity,
we believe that all leaders of all working class organisations must feel under a solemn obligation
to seek to overcome past differences and to find the path to unity.

We therefore suggest to your Executive Committee that, in the interests of the whole
Movement, it should re-examine our application for affiliation, discuss with us any difficulties
which it considers still stand in the way, and make a serious attempt to arrive at a settlement which
will strengthen the cause of a united working class movement both in Britain and internationally.

Yours sincerely,
HARRY POLLITT.

THE LABOUR PARTY
April 20, 1943.

DEAR POLLITT,

I have your letter ofApril 2 and I can assure you th.at none of the implications of the application
of the British Section of the Communist International to affiliate to the Labour Party has been over
looked. The points that have been raised in my previous communications on behalf of the National
Executive Committee have been particularly pertinent to the questions at issue.

Despite your renewed protestations regarding the Communist Party's ability to accept the
Labour Party's Programme, Principles, and Policy, the overriding consideration of the Communist
Party's subservience to the Communist International remains predominant and unanswerable.
I regret that it is necessary to repeat the plain proof of this contention.

The iron discipline of the E.C.C.I. was amply demonstrated in your own historic case. When
Hitler first struck in Western Poland 'and afterwards in Western Europe in September, 1939, you
naturally and instinctively assumed the logical attitude of your fight against Nazism and vigorously
opposed Hitler and his cause.

Then, practically overnight, you and your colleagues of the Communist Party adopted the
Comintern's line of" revolutionary defeatism." You subsequently pursued an internal camp!lign
against all sections of the British people who refused to accept your view of the Nazi invasion of
Poland, Denmark, Norway, Luxemburg, Holland, Belgium, France, Yugo-Slavia, and Greece as
"an Imperialist war" of British making. You knew quite well that this perversion had no
semblance of sense.

It was as stupid in conception as the continual attacks upon the leaders and the rank and file
of the British Labour Movement as " Social Fascists" during all that long period when we were
striving to get the British Governments of those days to come to an understanding with the Soviet
Government and through the League of Nations to effect a system of collective security against
aggression.

The point at issue, however, is not whether you were in error on one particular date or another
The essence of the matter is that the new direction was imposed by the Communist International.

The discipline of the E.C.C.I. was slavishly followed during all the months when our own
country, standing alone, was in the gravest danger iIi all its long history. . .

Then, when Hitler struck at the U.S.S.R., the discipline of the E.C.C.I. swiftly took another
turn. Where the claims of the national defence of our own country failed to inspire the British
Communist Party, the attack on Russia at once dispelled all the nonsense about "British
Imperialism."

That, briefly, is the plain record of the operation of Communist disciplin~ and your own and
your Party's obedience to it. .
. .Your reference to the Constitution of the Labour and Socialist International is quite irrelevant
in this connection. The obligations of the Communist Party to its International are in no way
identical to or comparable with the relatio:qs of the Labour and Socialist International to itsassociated
Parties. . . . . . ". . . .,

The Labour and Socialist International is a voluntary association or-self-governing working
class political farties which have accepted the principles both of Democracy and of Socialism.
Th~)"retaineda~dexercised th~ir dem?cratic .freedom within the Interna~tonal.itself: The L.S.I.
had no power tp )S~H~ prders or InstructIons to 1ts members or to. exac~ obe,he~c;e m ~ctlon. Accept-
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period, both in the war for victory over Fascism and in the world after the war, when the battle
of the common people for social liberation and against reaction will imperatively require unity,
we believe that all leaders of all working class organisations muS! feel under a solemn obligation
to seek to overcome past differences and to find Ihe path to unity.

We therefore suggest to your Executive Committee that, in the interests of the whole
Movement, it should re~exam.ine our application for affiliation, discuss with us any difficulties
which it considers still stand in the way, and make a serious attempl to arrive at a settlement which
will strengthen the cause of a unired working class movement both in Britain and internationally.

Yours sincerely,
HARRY POLLITT.

THE LABOUR PARTY
April 20, 1943.

DENI POLLITT,

I have your letter of April 2 and I can assure you l~t none of the implications of the application
of the British Section of the Communist International to affiliate to the Labour Partl has been over
looked. The points that have been raised in m)' previous communications on behal of the National
Executive Committee have been particularly pertinent to the questions at issue.

Despite your renewed proteslations regarding the Communist Party's ability 10 accept the
Labour Party's Programme, Principles, and Policy, the overriding consideration of the Communist
Party's subservience to the Communist International remains predominant and unanswerable.
I regret that it is necessary to repeat the plain proof of this contention.

The iron discipline of the E.C.C.r. was amply demonstrated in your own historic case. When
Hitler first struck in Western Poland and afterw',uds in Western Europe in September, 1939, )'ou
natul1llly and instinctively assumed the logical attitude of your fight against Nazism and vigorously
opposed Hitler and his cause.

Then, practically overnight, you and your colleagues of the Communist Party adopted the
Comintern's line of" revolutionary defeatism." You subsequently pursued an internal campsign
against all sections of the British people who refused to accept your view of the Nazi invasion of
Poland, Denmark, Norway, Luxemburg, Holland, Belgium, France, Yugo·Slavia, and Greece as
"an Imperialist war" of British making. You knew quite well that lhis perversion had no
aemblanee of sense.

lt was as stupid in conception as the continual attacks upon the leaders and the rank and file
of the British Labour Movement as " Social Fascists» duling aU that long period when we were
srriving to get the British Governments of those days to come 10 an understanding with the Soviet
Government and through the League of Nations to effect II system of collective security against
aggression.

The point at issue, however, is not whether you were in error on one particular date or another
The essence of the matter is that the new direction was imposed by the Communist International.

The discipline of the E.C.C.L was slavishly followed during all the months when our own
country, standing alone, was in the gravest danger in all its long history.

Then, when Hitler struck at the U.S.S.R., the discipline of the E.C.C.L swiftly took another
tum. \Vhere the claims of the national defence of our own country failed to inspire the British
Communist Party, the attack on Russia at once dispelled all the nonsense about "British
Imperialism."

That, briefly, is the plain record of the operation of Communist discipline and your own and
your Party's obedience to it.

Your reference to the Constitution oClhe Labour and Socialist International is quite irrelevant
in this connection. The obligations of the Communist Party to its International are in no way
idemical to or comparable with the relations of the Labour and Socialist International to its associated
Parties.

The Labour and Socialist International is a voluntary association of self-governinlii: working_
clast political Parties which have accepted the principles both of Democracy and of Socialism.
They retained anI! exercised their democratic freedom within the Inlernational itself. The L.S.I.
had no ppwer~ iS8~9prders or inlltructions to its members or to exact obedience in action. Accept-
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ance of proposed policies or decisions was a matter entirely of free agreement, and, in the absence
of free agreement, there was no obligation.

I append extracts from the Fraternal A~dress of our Comrade Albarda, the President of the
Labour and Socialist International, at our Southport Conference in 1939, when this point was clearly
stated.

Parties affiliated to the L.S.I. did not succeed in reaching agreement before the War upon
the issue of "neutrality" or "collective resistance" to the threatening German aggression.
There was mutual respect and toleration in comradeship for a divided view. There. was no
coercion.

Men of courage and dignity, our Polish, Norwegian, Dutch and other comrades rejected the
Communist conception of" Imperialist War" and the policy of" revolutionary defeatism." They
defended their homelands. Our own British people were not defeated. By their effort and
example, and later by their direct assistance, they even made it possible for the U.S.S.R. successfully
to defend itself.

May I recall the terms in which you yourself expounded the desirability of Communist Party
affiliation before the Seventh World Congress of the Comintern? On that occasion you indicated
that affiliation was desirable only because it would bring the Communist Party into contact with
the working-class forces, as " the Labour Party really represents the unity of the working-class
forces." To quote your own words, " The Communist Party does not believe that Socialism can be
achieved through Parliament, and will always state this standpoint in its agitation and propaganda."
You were also frank enough to indicate that" the Communist Party would work for the return of a
Labour Government, but it would combine its work for a Labour Government with a fight against the
illusion that a Labour Government could realise the demands of a Socialist Programme. This is possible
only by the revolutionary overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the establishment of the Soviet Power."

The fundamental differences between the attitude of our two Parties have never been more
clearly stated.

The claims of the Communist Party of Great Britain to financial independence cannot be
accepted because, as a revolutionary Party, governed by revolutionary rules, its full financial
activities are necessarily secret and any balance sheets, as audited by the Communist International
Control Commission, cannot be accepted with confidence.

The National Executive Committee declines to meet representatives of the Communist Party
of Great Britain, as that Party, being a subordinate section of an International Party, has no Power
to negotiate on its own behalf, or to implement decisions without the approval or permission of an
overriding external body.

Yours sincerely,
J. S. MIDDLETON, Secretary.

APPENDIX

Extract from a speech of W. J. Albarda, President of the Labour and Socialist International,
to the Annual Labour Party Conference at Southport in 1939:

" The L.S.I. cannot and may not be a power imposing directions and decisions on the various
affiliated national Parties. No national Party, while conscious of its responsibility, would be able to
accept or obey such directions unless it fully agreed with them.

" Politics is the art of availing oneself of possibilities. These possibilities vary for each country,
being determined by national conditions, by peculiarities in the national life, by history and tradi
tions, and by the national character. Better than any foreign power a national Party can satisfac
torily judge and effectively realise these pO!isibilities. Such a Party may, therefore, not be restricted
in determining its own conduct, and must be left completely free.

" On the other hand, however, it is necessary and useful that those national Parties, which are
led by a common ideal, should be united internationally.. For through mutual contact and exchange
of thoughts they will be able to profit by the insight and experience of others, to examine common
problems together, and to submit their own conduct to the judgment of the others. Then it is not
at all excluded that they would come to a G(eneral agreement on a joint statement, or even a unani
mous decision, which could be of great importance in time of war as Wellll.3 in peace time.

.. For all these reasons an international organisation like the L.S.I. is invaluable. Its very
existence and activity preserve the affiliated Parties from national narrow-mindedness, national
vanity, and want of appreciation for the opinions and aims of other nations."

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN
(British Section of the Communist International)

DEAR MIDDLETON,

The answer to your letter ofApril 20 has been provided by the Easter Trade Union Conferences.
Despite the intensive campaign conducted from headquarters against the Communist Party and
against affiliation, three out of four of these Trade Union Conferences voted for affiliation.

If all the other national organisations affiliated to the Labour Party had the opportunity of
meeting in conference before the Labour Party Conference in order to reach their decision, we are
/lure that a similar result would be obtained.
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April 30, 1943.
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In view of these expressions of opinion, from such affiliated organisations as have had the

opportunity of meeting in conference to express an opinion, as well as the recorded decisions of
now nearly three thousand affiliated organisations (a volume of resolutions without parallel in the
whole history of the Labour Party), we consider it essential for your Executive to meet representatives
of our Party with a view to see whether the differences can be cleared.

In order to justify your refusal, you repeat your attack on the elementary principles of working
class internationalism. Faced with the indisputable fact that the Constitution of the Labour and
Socialist International, to which the Labour Party is affiliated, equally lays down the necessity of
binding international decisions, you now seek to repudiate the plain meaning of this clause. You
argue that" acceptance of proposed policies or decisions was a matter entirely for free agreement;
and in the absence of free agreement there was no obligation."

If you mean to imply by this statement that any affiliated body was at liberty to refuse to
operate majority decisions of the L.S.I., and in this way repudiate the basis of united international
action, we can only say that this is not what the Constitution says, and moreover it is a very dangerous
-doctrine which makes a farce of all international working-class solidarity.

You quote from a speech of your Comrade Albarda at the Southport Conference of the
Labour Party to justify this interpretation. It would have been more enlightening for your mem
bership if you had published the Memorandum of the Secretary of the Labour and Socialist Inter
national, Friedrich Adler, in JWle, 1939, resigning the Secretaryship which he had held since its
fOWldation.

Adler makes it plain that the principal reason for the disintegration of the Labour and Socialis t
International was the British Labour Party's refusal to be loyal to Clause 3 of the Constitution:

" Nor do we question, on the other hand, whether with a number of representatives of
the British Labour Party the desire to take an autonomous position towards problems which
may arise in a future war already plays a part, neither to what point they hold the conviction
that the interests of the British Commonwealth should be placed before the general interests
of the international working class."
If the Labour and Socialist International has practically gone out of existence, it is not because

<>f events since the war, but because of the policy of your Executive Committee prior to September,
1939.

In your letter, you further recognise that in the period before the war there was division in the
Labour and Socialist International on the issue of how to stop Fascist aggression. What you do
not say. but what we desire to recall to you and to the Movement, is that while in Spain, Franceand
<>ther countries the Socialist and CommWlist Parties were striving to establish national and inter
national working-class unity in order to defeat Fascism and the friends of Fascism, the British
Labour Party Executive was the persistent enemy of unity, and unfortunately for the working-class
of all cOWltries succeeded in preventing unity being realised.

History will make the final judgment on all the events prior to the outbreak of war and in the
period of the war up to June, 1941. but at least I am certain that history has already proved the
terrible share of responsibility which rests on the Executive Committee of the Labour Party for
its approval of "non-intervention" in Spain and its persistent enmity .to working-class unity.
Its stubborn refusal of any form of united action between its membership and that of the Communist
Party; its expulsion of those inside the Labour Party who were working for unity; its whole
policy of bans and disruption ofworking-class activity; its refusal to take part in a people's campaign
to organise the defeat of the Chamberlain Government, and to replace it by one similar to that in
which Labour leaders now fully participate-Wldoubtedly constituted one of the gravest political
blunders of all time.

We note further that you endeavour again to raise controversy on the question of fWldamental
divergence of policy by quoting an extract from my speech at the Seventh Congress of the Com
munist International. You fail to note, however, that in the same speech I advocated affiliation
to the Labour Party with full acceptance of the consequent obligations. The differences of opinion
on future contingencies in the struggle for the common aim of Socialism are no obstacle to present
co-operation. Such differences already exist within the Labour Party. Differences on the widest
variety of questions of policy exist within the Labour Party as a broad federation and do not exclude
practical co-operation. There are serious differences between certain important Trade Union
leaders and your own Executive policy on the Beveridge Plan, or on Family Allowances; but it is
not suggested that they are no longer eligible for membership of the Labour Party. There are
fWldamental differences in your own Executive Committee on the question of remaining inside the
present Government and on the electoral truce; but members of your Executive, though publicly
disagreeing with the policy of the Executive, still remain members of the Executive.

A lot has been said in the course of this controversy about the allegiance of the Labour Party
Executive to the principles of democracy and majority decisions, and that one reason the Communist
Party cannot be accepted as an affiliated organisation of the Labour Party is because it believes in
H Dictatorship." It was this thought we had in mind when we drew your attention to the speech of
Mr. Dukes, General Secretary of the National Union of General and Municipal Workers, in which
he so clearly threatened to split the Labour Party if the majority at the Labour Party Conference
went in favour of Communist affiliation.

We are aware, as no doubt you are, that this threat has not been confined to speeches only,
as evidence in our possession amply proves. Your letter maintained a discreet silence on this
serious chaltenge to the democratic principles and traditions of the Labour Party.

We emphatically protest against the outrageous accusations you make in respect of our financial
position. You are not in a position to substantiate them, you are afraid to meet us personally,
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Yours fraternally,
HARRY POLLITT.
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where you would have full opportunity of asking any questions you like. You say you cannot have
any confidence in any Balance Sheet issued by the Communist Party.

But there are more important judges of this question than your Executive Committee, and they
are the working people of Britain. They give their magnificent financial support to the Communist
Party because they have the fullest confidence in the Party, the way it manages its finances, and the
fact that they know its scale of salaries are based on ordinary working-class conditions and that the
financial honesty and integrity of its officers and membership cannot be surpassed.

The most serious feature of your letter, in our view, is that the gravity of the present emergency
seems to have disapp"eared completely from the political outlook of your Executive Committee.

Our country, in common with the rest of the United Nations, stands on the eve of the greatest
conflicts in world history. Arrayed against the United Nations, partly weakened yet still tremen
dously strong and powerful, are the forces of Fascism. Their one hope of evading their complete
and unconditional surrender is that they may divide the United Nations. If ever there was a time
when the Labour Movement should set the example of unity in the fight against Fascism, it is now.

The complete defeat of Fascism, the achievement of a people's peace and the opening of real
possibilities of marching towards Socialism-these are the cornnlon aims of the Labour Party
and of the Communist Party. It is to help make our contribution towards the speediest realisation
of these aims that we apply for affiliation to the Labour Party.

Upon receipt of this last communication the National Executive Committee came to the
conclusion that no good purpose would be served either by entering into the proposed consultation
or by pursuing the correspondence further. The fundamental fact remains that the primary
allegiance of the Communist Party to the Communist International is incompatible with loyalty
to Labour Party principles.

The Constitution of the L.S.I. imposes no such iron discipline on its members as does the
Executive Committee of the Communist International. Free discussion and full agreement,
and even freedom to differ as the circumstances warranted, have been vouchsafed to every national
section composing the L.S.I. The National Executive Committee does not believe that on any
issue, othe, than the participation of a Socialist Party in the making of an aggressive War by the
nation to which it belongs, is it desirable to follow the Communist system of " instructions" and
" instructors" to compel dissenting elements to follow "the International line" against their
better judgment.

The Labour Party's policy on the Spanish Rebellion is on record. It coincided with that of
the French" Popular Front" Government-supported by French Communist Deputies, though
opposed by the French Communists in street demonstrations. French military weakness enforced
" non-intervention," which, owing to historical facts, had to be tolerated by friends and supporters
of the Spanish Republic in Britain as elsewhere. Indeed, the Government of the U.S.S.R. was
realist enough to avoid a declaration of open War but, on the contrary, participated in the Non
Intervention Committee throughout its existence, nevertl1eless being fully aware, as were the
members of the Labour Party, that its proceedings were little short of farcical in the light of events.

Finally, Labour Party members need no instruction from the Communist Party upon the
merits of "Working-class Unity." It hardly needs further emphasis that when Hitler's army
struck at the Democratic nations in Scandinavia and Western Europe, the Labour Party, like
the British nation generally, had no hesitations, required no " lead" imposed by outside influences,
had no illusions about the menace facing mankind the world over. Instinctively and in complete
accord with its attitude to Hitler's Dictatorship since 1933, it recognised the overwhelming gravity
of the issues that were then and are stilI at stake.

At this inoment, with the whole world in arms, the Party must suffer no distraction such as
has been inflicted by the Communist Party and its many auxiliaries upon the Trade Union and
Political Movement during the past twenty years. If and when circumstances arise to necessitate
an attempt to reconcile the differences of the two Internationals, discussions must be conducted
on a wider, more representative, and more responsible basis than is presented by the Communist
Party of Great Britain.

The National Executive Committee declines to reco.mmend the affiliation of the Communist
Party and confidently asks the Annual Conference to endorse its decision.

"COMMON WEALTH"
During the year the National Executive Committee has deemed" Common Wealth" to be an

organisation ineligible for affiliation to the Labour Party. The effect of this decision is to make
membership of, or association with, " Common Wealth" incompatible with membership of the
L~bour Party. "Common Wealth" is an electoral organisation, tl1e interests of which will clash
With tl10se of the Labour Party in the Constituencies. Moreover complaints are made to the
Committee of interference by " Common Wealth" with tl1e busine;s of the Constituency Labour
Parties in Parliamentary Divisions where By-Elections have recently taken place.
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members of the Labour Party, that its proceedings were little short of farcical in the light of events.

Finally, Labour Party members need no instruction from the Communist Party upon the
merits of .. Working-class Unit}\." It hardly needs further emphasis that when Hitler's army
struck at the Democratic nations in Scandinavia and Western Europe, the Labour Part)', like
the British nation generally, had no hesitations, required no" lead" imposed by outside influences,
had no illusions about the menace facing mankind the world over. Instinctively and in complete
accord with its attitude to Hitler's Dictatorship since Hl33, it recognised the overwhelming gravity
of the issues that were then and are still at stake.

At this moment, with the whole world in arms, the Party must auffer no distraction such as
has been inflicted by the Communist Party and its many auxiliaries upon the Trade Union and
Political Movement during the past twenty years. If and when circumstances arise to necessitate
an attempt to reconcile the differences of the two Internationals, discussions must be conducted
on a wider, more representative, and more responsible basis than is presented b}' the COnuTIunist
Party of Great Brimin.

The NationaL E:cewtive Committe<! declines to recommend the affiliation of the Commu'fIiJt
Pflrty alld cQ,,[uLently asks the Ammal ConfeTenu to endorse its decisioll.

" COMMON WEALTH"
During the year the National Executive Committee has deemed" Common Wealth" to be an

organisation ineligible for affiliation to the Labour Party. The effect of this decision is to make
membership of, or association with, " Common Wealth" incompatible with membership of the
Labour Party. "Common Wealth" is an electoral organisation, the interests of which will clash
with those of the Labour Party in the Constituencies. Moreover, complaints are made to the
Commiuee of interference by " Common Wealth" with the business of the Constituency Labour
Parties in Parliamentary Divisions where By-Elections have recently taken place.
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF LABOUR
The constitution of the National Council of Labour since the Trades Union Congress In

September last has been as follows ;-
Representing· the Trades Union Congress :

Miss Anne Loughlin (Joint Chairman), Messrs. Charles Dukes, George Gibson, William
Holmes, Will Lawther, John Marchbank, and Frank Wolstencroft, with Rt. Hon. Sir Walter
Citrine, K:B.E. (Joint Secretary).

Representing the. Labour Party :
Mr. A. J. Dobbs (Joint Chairman), Rt. Hon. C. R. Attlee, M.P., Rt. Hon. F. W. Pethick
Lawrence, M.P., Rt. Hon. Arthur Greenwood, M.P., Messrs. W. H. Green, M.P., D. R.
Grenfell, M.P., and James Waker, M.P., with J. S. Middleton (Joint Secretary).

Representing the Co-operative Union :
Messrs. T. Lawther (Joint Chairman), Alfred Barnes, M.P., G. L. Perkins, H. Taylor, Neil S.
Beaton, C. E. Prater, George S. Woods, M.P., with R. A. Palmer (Joint Secretary).
In addition to receiving periodic reports of activities of the various sections, the main business

of the Council has been concerned with the consideration of the Beveridge Report, the future of
the Coal and Transport Industries, which are reported upon separately in the following pages.

Deputations from the Council have already made successful representations to the Chancellor
of the Exchequer (Rt. Hon. Sir Kingsley Wood) and the President of the Board of Trade (Rt. Hon.
Hugh Dalton) regarding the incidence of the Purchase Tax. As a result the tax has been raised
from an increasing number of household and personal necessities.

TRADES DISPUTES AND TRADE UNIONS ACT
Negotiations concerning the repeal of sections of this Act has rested with the General Council

of the Trades Union Congress during the past year, who have been concerned with the position
of the Civil Service Unions and Associations and the powers of Local Government Authorities in
respect of the Trade Union membership of their employees. No progress in either direction can
be recorded. As a result of the deadlock, the Union of Post Office Workers at its Conference at
Easter recommended its Branches to apply for affiliation to the Trades Councils in their various
areas. The General Council of the Trades Union Congress has decided that should Trades
Councils ask for guidijnce on the question they would be informed that the General Council did
not feel justified in prohibiting them from accepting such applications.

SIR WILLIAM BEVERIDGE'S REPORT ON .. SOCIAL INSURANCE AND ALLIED SERVICES"
The National Executive Committee welcomed the publication of the Beveridge Report and

noted that its general framework conformed to the terms of the resolution approved at the last
Annual Conference of the Party. This, broadly, asked for;-

(a) One comprehensive scheme of'Social Security.
(b) Adequate cash payments to provide security whatever the contingency.
(c) The provision of cash payments from national funds for all children through a schcme of

Family Allowances.
(d) The right to all forms of medical attention and treatment through a National Health

S'ervice.
The Report was immediately considered by the Social Insurance Sub-Committee, both

separately and in joint session with similar Sub-Committees representing the Trades Union Congress
and the Co-operative Union. The first interim.Report of the Joint Committee 'was submitted to
the National Council of Labour on December 17, 1942, when the following resolution was approved:

"The National Council of Labour, representing the Trades Union Congress, the Labour
Party, and the Co-operative Union, believes that as provision against want is one part of a
policy of social progress, ari essential part of the reconstruction of the new Britain must be the
adoption of a Charter of Security, so that, if members of the community meet with adverse
circumstances, a minimum standard of the essentials of life will be guaranteed not as a charity
but as a right to citizens of the country.

"The National Council therefore approved the principle laid down in the Beveridge
Report and, while the detailed proposals must necessarily be subject .to further scrutiny, it
welcomes the effort to safeguard the standards of life and health of the nation.

"The Council particularly accepts the emphasis of Sir William Beveridge upon the import
ance of giving effect to the general policy of the Report before the end of the War and, therefore,
calls upon the Government to introduce the necessary legislation at an early date."
The Beveridge Report advocates a comprehensive, unified scheme 'of Social Insurance, in the

sense that every citizen is covered with a guarantee of subsistence income or a national minimum.
The scheme closes gaps, abolishes overlapping and anomalies, and generally raises rates of benefit.

There are three basic assumptions which underlie the Beveridge Scheme, the most important
of which is the maintenance of continuous employment at a high level. The other two assumptions
are the introduction of a comprehensive Medical Service and the institution of a system ofChildren's
Allowances. These three assumptions were accepted by the Government, the rate of Children's
Allowances suggested being 5s. for the second and subsequent children, plus allowances in kind
equivalent to 2s. 6d. or more.

The principal changes involved in the Beveridge plan are set out herewith, together with
the measure of acceptance in principle that was announced in the Ministerial speeches during the
three-day debate on February 16, 17 and 18, 1943; and the decisions of the National Council of
Labour in the light ofthe detailed consideration given to the Report by the respective Sub-Committees
of the Trades Union Congress, Co-operative Union, and Labour Party, on these proposed changes
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Beveridge Report
1. Unification of Social Insurance in respect of

contributions, that is to say, enabling each insured
person to obtain all benefits by a single weekly
contribution on a single document.

2. Unification of Social Insurance and Assistance
in respect of administration in a Ministry of
Social Security with local Security Offices within
reach of all insured persons.

3. Supersessi0n of the present system of Approved
Societies giving unequal benefits for equal com
pulsory contributions (combined with retention
of Friendly Societies and Trade Unions giving
sickness benefit as responsible agents for the
administration of State benefit as well as volun
tary benefit for their members).

4. Supersession of the present scheme of Work
men's Compensation and inclusion of provision
for industrial accident or disease within the
unified Social Insurance Scheme, subject to (a) a
special method of meeting the cost of this pro
vision, and (b) special pensions for prolonging
disability and grants to dependants in cases of
death due to such causes.

5. Separation of medical treatment from the
administration of cash benefits and the setting
up of a comprehensive Medical Service for every
citizen, covering all treatment and every form of
disability under the supervision of the Health
Departments.

Government
Universality accepted.

The burden of the unified organisation to be met by
putting it on to existing Departments, and by setting
up a small central staff, under the Minister without
Portfolio, to bring the project into legislative form.
Provision for a new Ministry or Statutory Board
left open.

Accepted in principle; the Government, however,
would give consideration to any methods by which
Approved Societies could act as agents.

Further consideration needed in the light of the
debate.

Accepted, but private arrangements for medical
attendance or hospital treatment still to be allowed,
and the rights of the voluntary hospitals to be safe
guarded.

National Council of Labour ~

Accepted.

Accepted with additional suggestion: That represen
tative Advisory Committees should be established in
order to avoid bureaucratic administration, and that
the Ministry of Pensions should be assimilated in the
Ministry of Social Seturity.

Accepted.

The industrial disability benefit based on average
earnings, recommended in the Report to be paid at
the end of 13 weeks, should be paid at the end offour
weeks instead. The amount to be paid then should be
increased to 75 per cent. of normal weekly earnings,
with a maximum of £5 per week, plus dependants'
allowances due and a minimum of £3 per week, or
100 per cent. of earnings, whichever is the less.
The rate of benefit for a single man or woman should
be raised from 24s. to 30s. for disability, and this sum
should replace the figure of 24s. for a single person
wherever it occurs in the Beveridge Report.
The recommendations in the Beveridge Report for
the scheduling of hazardous industries, the setting up
of Statutory Associations, and the fixing of an indus
trial levy within them, to be the subject of further
review.

Accepted, subject to further consideration of details
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Beveridge Report
6. Recognition of housewives as a distinct insurance

class of occupied persons with benefits adjusted
to their special needs, including
(a) in all cases (marriage grant), maternity

grant, widowhood and separation provisions
and retirement pensions;

(b) if not gainfully occupied, benefit during
husband's unemployment or disability;

(c) if gainfully occupied, special maternity
benefit in addition to grant, and lower un
employment and disability benefits, accom
panied by abolition of the Anomalies
Regulations for Married Women.

7. Extension of insurance against prolonged dis
ability to all persons gainfully' occupied and of
insurance for retirement pensions to all persons
of working age, whether gainfully occupied or
not.

8. Provision of training benefit to facilitate change
to new occupations for all persons who lose their
former livelihood, whether paid or unpaid.

9. Assimilation of benefit and pension rates for
unemployment, disability other than prolonged
disability due to industrial accident or disease and
retirement.

10. Assimilation of benefit conditions for unemploy
ment and disability, including disability due to
industrial accident or disease, in respect of
waiting time.

Government

Not mentioned, except the case of elderly widows
(see Par. 17), and in the comprehensive Medical
Service.

The principle of universality accepted subject to the
qualifications in Para. 13.

Training in the labour sphere has been accepted for a
long time and will be developed. Consideration must
be given to ensuring that it is a means of helpfulness
and not of punishment of workpeople. Inadequate
in itself as a means of protecting the fund from
exploitation by bad citizens.

Unemployment and sickness benefit to be the same,
the amount of which may not be widely different from
the figures in the Report. Assimilation accepted for
unemployment and disability, but refused for pension
rates.

No details given.
This change presumably accepted in the light of the
acceptance of the principle of unification.

National Cauncil of Labaur
Accepted subject to the following proposals:-
That the widow should be entitled, after she has
drawn the special benefit for widows, to other benefits
of the scheme to which her husband would have been
entitled.
Maternity Benefit: The gainfully occupied woman
would receive more in special maternity benefit than
the amount of the single unemployment or disability
benefit, and it was agreed that the special reasons
which applied to maternity cases should entitle the
non-gainfully occupied woman to a weekly benefit.
On this basis the difference between the two benefits,
12s. should be claimed for the non-gainfully occupied
woman.
Guardians' Benefit should continue as long as the
widow is maintaining a home for her family even
though the children have passed the age of depen
dency and had not reached the age of 21.
Means Test: The application of a means test on the
earnings of widows receiving Social Security benefits
should make provision for substantial disregards.
Al'cepted.

Accepted subject to further consideration in the light
of the Report of the Tomlinson Interdepartmental
Committee on the Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons.

Accepted.

,

Accepted.

,
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Beveridge Report

11. Assimilation of contribution conditions for un
employment and disability benefit, except where
disability is due to industrial accident or disease,
and revision of contribution conditions for
pension.

12. Making of unemployment benefit at full rate
indefinite in duration, subject to requirement of
attendance at a work or training centre after a
limited period of unemployment.

13. Making a disability benefit at full rate indefinite
in duration, subject to imposition of special
behaviour conditions.

14. Making of pensions, other than industrial, con
ditional on retirement from work and rising in
value with each year of continued contribution
after the minimum age of retirement, that is to
say, after 65 for men and 60 for women.

15. Amalgamation of the special schemes of Un
employment Insurance, for Agriculture, Banking
and Finance and Insurance, with the general
scheme of Social Insurance.

16. Abolition of the exceptions from insurance
(a) of persons in particular occupations, such as

the Civil Service, Local Government Ser
vice, police, nursing, railways, and other
pensionable employments, and, in respect of
Unemployment Insurance, private indoor
domestic service;

(b) of persons remunerated above £420 a year
in non-manual occupations.

Government

See Paragraphs 12 and 13.

Unemployment benefit to be of limited duration.
Training not sufficient check against abuse. Further
exploration needed.

Disability benefit to be of limited duration. Although
the period need not be the same in every case; there
might be room for some independent tribunal and an
invalidity benefit at pension rates might be substituted
after the prescribed period has elapsed.

Making of pensions, other than industrial, condi
tional on retirement from work and rising in value
with each year of continued contribution after the
minimum age of retirement-agreed.

The proposal for a transitory period of 20 years with
rising pensions rejected. Preference for fixed com
mitments and benefits. The pension would probably
be higher than the minimum mentioned in the
Report. Subsistence rate rejected.

Accepted with the principle of universality.

Accepted with the principle of universality.

National Council of Labour

Accepted.

Agreed, with the addition that there ought to be a
right of appeal against arbitrary decisions in order to
prevent undue hardship.

Agreed, with the addition that there ought to be a
right of appeal.

Accepted the proposal that pensions should be condi
tional on retirement. The period of transition for
retirement pension, however, should be reduced from
20 to. 10 years with the neces~ary pro rata increases
"in the pension payable.

Accepted.

Accepted.
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Beveridge Report

17. Replacement ofunconditional inadequate widows'
pensions by provision suited to the varied needs
of widows, including temporary widows'
benefit at a special rate in all cases, training benefit
when required, and guardian benefit so long as
there are dependent children.

18. Inclusion of universal funeral grant in compulsory
insurance.

Government

To be further examined. Proposals might be harsh
to elderly women.

Agreed, subject to further consideration of the pro
posed rate of £20.

National Council of Labour

Accepted subject to the qualifications set out in
Paragraph 6.

Agreed. Suggested that there should be a maximum
charge for funerals.

19. Transfer to the Ministry of Social Security of the
remaining functions of Local Authorities in
respect of Public Assistance, other than treatment
and services of an institutional character.

20. Transfer to the Ministry ·of Social Security of
responsibility for the maintenance of blind per
sons and the framing of a new scheme for main
tenance and welfare by co-operation between the
Ministry, Local Authorities, and voluntary
agencies.

No explicit details given, but presumably accepted in Accepted.
the light of the acceptance of the principle of unifica-
tion. The question as between a Ministry of Social
Security and a Statutory Board is left open.

Ditto. Agreed subject to the National League of the Blind
being asked for their views.

21. Transfer to the Ministry of Social Security of the
functions of the Assistance Board, of the work of
the Customs and Excise Department in respect
of non-contributory pensions, and probably of

. the Employment Service of the Ministry of
Labour and, National Service, in addition to
Unemployment Insurance, and the work of other
Departments in connection with the administra
tion of cash benefits of all kinds, including
Workmen's Compensation..

Accepted as regards Social Insurance functions.
Non-insurance functions not mentioned.

Agreed with the addition of the Ministry of Pensions,
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BefJerWge Report
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24

o
o

s. d.

35
30

Married couple (householders)
Unemployment Assistance ..
Unemployment Insurance ..

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF WEEKLY BENEFITS PROPOSED BY THE BEVERIDGE
REPORT AND UNDER EXISTING SCHEMES

BEVERIDGE REPORT PRESENT SCHEMES
Unemployment: s. d.
Man and not gainfully occupied wife.. 40 0

(unlimited time-no means test
possible training)

Industrial Disability :
Man and not gainfully-occupied wife. . 40 0

(for 13 weeks-then pension of two-
thirds of earnings with maximum of
£3 and minimum of £2)

Other Disability :
Man and not gainfully occupied wife.. 40 0

(unlimited time)

Man and wife (maximum)

Health Insurance
Disablement

(no allowance for dependants)

35 0

18 0
10 6

Old Age:
Man and not gainfully occupied wife.. 40 0

(after transition. period). Plus in-
crease for each year retirement post-
poned. Position of existing pensioners
will be safeguarded.

Basic 20 0
With Supplementary . . 37 0

(When one pensioner is a householder)

Maternity:
Benefit for a gainfully occupied woman

for 13 weeks, plus lump sum of £4 .. 36 0
Grant (if wife is not insured) ..

£2 extra if wife working.
40 0

Marriage:
Up to £10 for woman-according to

number of contributions.
Nil.

Widowhood:
Benefit for 13 weeks 36 0

Then training benefit of 24s. weekly,
if necessary.
Where widows have dependent chil
dren there will be guardian' benefit of
24s. weekly, in addition to the chil
dren's allowances. (Guardian benefit
is subject to partial reduction for earn
ings.) The position of existing widows
on pension will be safeguarded.

Benefit weekly . . 10 0
(For Children's Allowances, see below).

Funeral :
Grant up to £20-less for children.
Medical Treatment :
Comprehensive for whole ~amily.

Children's Allowances:
For each child when parent is in receipt
of any benefit or pension, and for each
child after the first in all other cases,
allowances graded by age averaging over
all children in addition to existing pro
vision in kind-8s. weekly.

Nil.

General practitioner for insured contributor
only.

For Children's Allowances under existing
schemes see below.

Children's Allowances under Present Scheme
1st child 2nd child

3s. Od.
7s. 6d.

to 7s. 9d. for

3rd and each
other child
3s. Od.
3s. Od.

Nil

4s. Od.
4s. Od.

Nil

4s. Od.
4s. Od.

Nil

·Unemployment Benefit
Workmen's Compensation
Sickness
Contributory Pensions Scheme:

Mother living 5s. Od. 3s. Od.
Orphan 78. 6d. 7s. 6d.

·Assistance Board allowances vary from 3s. 9d. weekly for a child under 5 years of age
a child of 14 to 16 years.
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Disablement (100% rates)

Civil Defence Personnel
and Civilians·

18 and over 37s. 6d.
Under 18 18s. 9d.

BEVERIDGE (Continued) PRESENT SCHEMES (Contipued)
Present War Pensions-Weekly Rates

Services and
Mercantile Marine

37s. 6d.

2d.
Id.
5d.
5d.

9s.
7s.
5s.
5s.

25s. Od.
17s. 6d.

Up to 17s. 6d.

2d.
Id.
5d.
5d.

9s.
7s.
5s.
5s.

25s. Od.
17s. 6d.
17s. 6d.
lIs. Od.

Up to

Additional Allowances:
Wife ..
1st child
2nd child
3rd child and others

Widows' Pensions and Allowances:
Over 40 years of age--all ages with children eligible

for allowances
Under 40 without eligible children*'
Separated wives
Unmarried dependants living as wives

Children's Allowances:
One parent killed-1st child 9s. 6d. 9s. 6d.

2nd child 7s. Od. 7s. Od.
3rd child 5s. 6d. 5s. 6d.

Total Orphans- 1st child lIs. Od. lIs. Od.
2nd child and otherst lIs. Od. lIs. Od.

*If physically or mentally incapable of self-support, widow is eligible for "over 40" rate.
t If each orphan is in a different household, each is granted the rate applicable to the first child.

RESOLUTION
The National Executive Committee believing that a Charter of Security is an essential part of

the reconstruction of a new Britain, accordingly submits the following resolution:-
"This Conference reaffirms, as a cardinal principle of its social policy, that the maintenance

of an adequate minimum standard of life for all should be a first charge on the nation's
resources.

"It declares that, whilst a rational distribution of the national income can achieve this end,
freedom from want, increasing prosperity, and effective social security depend upon planned
development of production and expansion of consumption.

"The Conference welcomes the Beveridge Plan for Social Security as a valuable contribu
tion to the well-being of those suffering from want through adversity, and an important advance
towards a democratic social policy, such as the Labour Party envisages as an essential part
of its post-war plans.

"Whilst realising the need for further examination of certain of the Beveridge proposals,
and visualising the ne.ed for amendments and improvements, the Conference calls upon the
Government for the speedy preparation of the necessary legislation. It is strongly of the
opinion that the scheme, together with other measures designed to secure full employment,
the establishment of a National Medical Service, and the provision of Children's Allowances,
should be ready to be put into operation at the conclusion of hostilities."

MEANS TEST
The Means Test Committee of the National Council of Labour has consisted of Mr. James

Griffiths, M.P. (Chairman), Mr. George Buchanan, M.P., Mr. Andrew Conley, Mr. Charles Dukes,
Mrs. Barbara Ayrton Gould, Mr. William Holmes, Mr. Charles W. Key, M.P., Mr. Will Lawther
Mr. G. L. Perkins, Rt. Hon. F. W. Pethick-Lawrence, M.P., Mr. George Ridley, M.P., Mr. H:
Taylor, Mr. James Walker, M.P., and Mr. Morgan Phillips (Secretary). The Committee continued
to urge upon the Minister of Health (Rt. Hon. Ernest Brown, M.P.) and the Secretary of State for
Scotland (Rt. Hon. Tom Johnston, M.P.), by correspondence and deputation, the need for applying
the principles of the Determination o~ Needs Act to Public Assistance. '

The Ministers informed the Committee that the change would necessitate the introduction
of legislation to amend the Poor Law Acts. The Government, therefore, had decided to await the
publication of the ~everi~ge R~port. T~e. Committee, however, pressed-its <!-emand for immediate
action, at a futher IntervIew WIth the MInIsters, when an assurance was receIved that further con
sideration would be given to the matter.

A new Pensions and D~terJ?inationof Needs Bill was introdu~ed on May 20, which applies
the principles of the DetermInatIOn of Needs Act, 1941, to the grantIng of outdoor relief under the
Poor Law, and to the provisio~ of financial assistance to the blind under the Blind Persons Act,
as is now the case with Supplementary Pensions.

COAL
The National Council's Sub-Committee on Coal consisted of the following members: Mr. W. H.

Green, M.P. (Chairman), Mr. Alfred Barnes, M.P., Mr. John Brown, Mr. Charles Dukes, Mr.
W. C. Hewitt, Mr. John Marchbank, Mr. G. L. Perkins, Mr. E. Shinwell, M.P., Mr. James
Walker, M.P., with Mr. Morgan Phillips (Secretary), together with representatives of the Mine
workers' Federation of Great Britain.

The Sub-Committee gave consideration to the Government White Paper on "Coal," published
oh June 3, 1942, in the light of the Sub-Committee's recommendations for the reorganisation of the
industry which were quoted in the Report of the Annual Conference last year.
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towards a democratic social policy, such as the Labour Party envisages as lin essential part
of its post-war plans.

"Whilst realising the need for further 'examination of certain of the Beveridge proposals,
and visualising the need for amendments and improvements, the Conference calls upon the
Government for the speedy preparation of the necessary legislation. It is strongly of the
opinion that the scheme, together with other measures designed to secure full employment,
the establishment of a National Medical Service, and the provision of Children's Allowances,
should be ready to be put into opemtion at the conclusion of hostilities."

MEANS TEST
The !'vIeans Test Committee of the National Council of Labour has consisted of Mr. James
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Mrs. Barbara Ayrton Gould, Mr. William Holmes, Mr. Charles V\'. Key, M.P., Mr. \Vill Lawther:
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Taylor, Mr. James Walker, M.P., and Mr. Morgan Phillips (Secretary). The Committee continued
to urge upon the Minister of Health (Rt. Hon. Ernest Brown, M.P.) and the Secretary of Stllte for
Scotland (Rt. Hon. Tom Johnston, M.P.), by correspondence and deput,nion, the need for applying
the principles of the Determination of Needs Act to Public Assistance.
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of legislation to amend the Poor Law Acts. The Government, therefore, had decided to await the
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The ~ub-Committeewas of the opinion that while it could not regard the scheme proposed in
the White Paper as a complete solution to the problems of the Coal-mining Industry, it nevertheless
accepted the proposals as an advance on the existing position, but urged that everything possible
should be done to secure improvements in order to strengthen the scheme and enable the Industry
to play its full part in the prosecution 'of the War·effort. .

TRANSPORT

The National Council's Sub-Committee on Transport consisted of the following members
Mr. John Marchbank (Chairman), Mr. Alfred Barnes, M.P., Mr. Harold Clay, Mr. Arthur Deakin,
Mr. Charles Dukes, Mr. W. C. Hewitt, Mr~ G. L. Perkins, Mr. Lewis Silkin, M.P., with Mr.
Morgan Phillips (Secretary). .

The Sub-Committee considered the position of the Transport systems of this country in the
light of the resolution approved at the Trades Union Congress at Edinburgh in 1941; at Blackpool
in 1942; and at the Labour Party Conference last year, which emphasised the necessity to co
ordinate all forms of Transport on the basis of public owt;lership ..

A deputation consisting of members of the Sub-Committee met the Minister of War Transport
(Rt. Hon. Lord Leathers), and the Parliamentary Secretary (Mr. Philip J. Noel-Baker, M.P.) on
April 8, 1943, ~o urge the view of the Movement.

The preparation of a detailed plan for the reorganisation of the British Transport System in the
post-war world has been remitted to the Party's Reconstruction Sub-Committee on Transport, in
consultation with the Unions concerned.

" HELP FOR RUSSIA" FUND
The National Council of Labour's" Help for Russia" Fund, after completing a most successful

period of 18 months, had, on March 31, 1943, reached a total exceeding £490,000. This total had
been contributed as follows ;-

Trade Unions
Trades Councils
Labour Parties
Co-operative Societies
Working Men's Club and Institute Union
Joint Committees and other Donations
Individual Donations
South African Trades and Labour Council
New Zealand Federation of Labour
Iceland Council of Trade Unions

£ s. d.
92,257 3 01
17,001 14 3
27,677 3 3t

130,001 9 2t
19,200 0 0

187,431 8 11
11,269 6 10
2,884 9 2
1,440 0 0
1,024 14 4

Total. . £490,187 9 0t

During this period orders for clothing and boots, medical and surgical equipment, blankets,
tents, and many other purchases had been placed well in advance of the receipts, the total charges
on March 31 exceeding £499,850.

Subsequent to this date, the Council announced that the Fund had reached the gratifying
record of£500,000, and at the time of going to press the totaldonations received since the inception of
the Fund amount to £516,583 17s. 4td.

REBUILDING STALINGRAD

£ s. d.
10,189 16 5

1,992 14 9
10,084 19. 9

1,597 0 2

Trade Unions
Trades Councils and Labour Parties
Co-operative Societies .. . .
Individual and other Donations

Among the most urgent tasks which lie before the Stalingrad authorities in the rebuilding of
their city is the provision of hospital accommodation. The National Council of Labour has under
taken to raise £75,000 by the end of June to equip a large new hospital of 500 beds. The scheme
has been visualised as a further gesture from the organised workers of Britain to develop the bonds
of friendship which binds them to the Russian people and in particular to those of heroic Stalingrad.
The gift is conceived as a whole. The endowment of individual beds is not contemplated; all
contributions, from the lowest to the highest, will be associated with the project. The total expen
diture of all accessories will probably work out to approximately £150 per bed, and it has been
suggested that this sum might be taken as a target figure for many National Organisations and
Local Committees.

"AID TO CHINA" FUND

The appeal for aid to China, established by the Council in September, 1942, for the purpose of
assisting the Fund inaugurated by Lady Cripps, by March 31 had realised £23.864 lIs. Id. The
following statement shows the total donations contributed by the various organisations through the
National Council of Labour, other donations having been remitted by Trade Unions and other bodies
direct to the parent fund ;-

Total. . £23,864 11 1

At the present time the Council's fund has reached a total sum of £31,055 2s. 10d., the entire.
sum having been remitted to the United Aid for China Fund.
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PARTY ORGANISATION
ORGANISATION SUB-COMMITTEE {1942-43): Mr. A. J. Dobbs (Chainnan), Mrs. J. L. Adamson,

M.P., Miss Alice Bacon, Miss Ellen Wilkinson, M.P., Mr. F. J. Burrows, Mr. H. Earnshaw,
Mr. Walter H. Green, M.P., Mr. James Griffiths, M.P., Mr. George Ridley, M.P., with the
National Agent (Mr. George R. Shepherd) as Secretary.

I

THE ORGANISING STAFF

Mr. Cliff Protheroe, of Neath, formerly Secretary of the Glamorganshire Federation of
Labour Parties, has been appointed District Organiser for the Eastern Counties.

Mrs. Nan Townley, for many years Woman Organiser for the South-Western Counties,
where she has given many years of devoted service, has retired on pension. She is suceeded
by Miss Florence Caruth, of Huddersfie1d, who has had much experience amongst the Women's
Sections in Yorkshire. '

Mr. Harry Wickham, formerly Secretary of the Birmingham Borough Labour Party, has
been appointed District Organiser for the West Midland Counties, and will also act as Secretary
of the West Midlands Regional Council. Mrs. Anderson Fenn, for many years Woman
Organiser for the whole of the Midland Counties, has elected to act in a similar capacity for the
West Midland Counties.

Mr. Tom Baxter, formerly an Ad~inistrativeAssistant in the National Agent's Department,
and Mrs. Constance Kay, of Birmingham, have been appointed District Organiser and Woman
Organiser respectively for the East Midland Counties. Mr. Baxter will also act as Secretary
of the East Midlands Regional Council.

Mr. W. F. Shepherd, of Greenwich, has been appointed as an Administrative Assistant in
the National Agent's Department, in succession to Mr. Tom Baxter.

THE RE-ARRANGED ORGANISING DISTRICTS

The number of Organising Districts has been increased from nine to eleven and now cover
the territory named hereunder. Each District is preceded"by its code letter.

A. NORTHERN: Cumberland, Durham, Northumberland, and thc North Riding of
Yorkshire. ,

B. LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE: The whole of these Counties, with the High Peak of
Derbyshire' and Westmorland.

C. YORKSHIRE: East and West Ridings.

D. HOME AND SOUTHERN: Middlesex, Buckingham, Berkshire, Surrey, Kent, Sussex,.
Hampshire, llnd the Isle of Wight.

E. LONDON: The County of London.

F. SOUTH-WESTERN: Cornwall, Devon, Dorsetshire, Wiltshire, Somersetshire and'
Gloucestershire.

G. EASTERN: Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridgeshire, Isle of Ely, Huntingdonshire"
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire.

H. WALES: The whole of the Principality, with Herefordshire and Monmouthshire.
J. SCOTLAND,: The whole country.

L. EAST MIDLANDS: Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire' (except High Peak),.
Leicestershire, and Northamptonshire.

M. WEST MIDLANDS: Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Oxfordshire, Worcestershire, and,
Shropshire.

Code letters in some instances have been changed owing to the re-organisation of the Districts_
Tp.ese should be noted by Constituency Parties and the necessary alterations made by them in.
their correspondence.

CONSTITUENCY ORGANISATION

The Organisation Staff, both National and Regional, has had a busy year in dealing with
the many organisation problems arising out of the War situation. Their experiences have been
varied, but, despite a continued. fall in !Uembership, they report many bright examples of local
enterprise and progress. There IS no deSIre to underrate the effect of the War on Party organisation,
but it is becoming increasi.ngly clear that where a determined effort ~s made to overcome difficulties"
the Parties and the pubhc respond.

. The R~gi(:m.~1 Councils, in .consultat,ior; y.:itJ: H~ad Office, have initiated special campaigns.
to Increase IndIVIdual membership. TheIr InItIatIve IS to be commended and deserves the backing'
of all sections of the Party.

There' have been. consultations between the National Staff and the Regional Councils on
Membership, Propaganda, Organisation, and a possible Redistribution of Parliamentary
Constituencies.
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PARTY ORGANISATION
OIlGANISATION SUD-COMMllTEll (1942-43): Mr. A. J. Dobbs (Chainncm), Mrs. J. L. Adamson,

M,P., Miss Alice Bacon, Miss Ellen Wilkinson, M.P., Mr. F. J. Burrows, Mr. H. Eamshaw,
Mr. Walter H. Green, M.P., Mr. James Griffiths, M.P., Mt. George Ridley, M.P., with the
National Agent (Mr. George R. Shepherd) as Secretary.

THE ORGANISING STAFF

Mr. Cliff I'rotheroe, of Neath, fonnerly Secretary of the GlamOfganshire Federation of
Labour Parties, has been appointed District Orp:aniser for the Eastern Counties.

Mrs. Nan Townley. for many years Woman Organiser for the South-Western Counties,
where she has given many years of devoted service, has retired on pension. She is succeded
by i\1iss Florence Caruth, of Huddcrsficld, who has had much experience amongllt the Women's
Sections in Yorkshire.

Mr. Harry Wickham, fonnerly Secretary of the Birmingham Boroul(h Labour Party, has
been appointed District Organiser for the \Vest Midland Counties, and will also act as Secretary
of the West Midlands Regional Council. Mrs. Anderson Fenn, for many years Woman
Organiser for the whole of the M..idland Counties, has elected to act in a similar capacity for the
West Midland Counties.

Mr. Tom Baxter, formerly an Administrative Assistant in the National Agent's Department,
and Mrs. Constance Kay, of Birmingham, have been appointed District Organiser and Woman
Organiser respectively for tbe East Midland Counties. Mr. Baxter will :lIso act as Secretary
of the East MidJands Regional Council.

Mr. \Y. F. Shepherd, of Greenwich, has been appointed as an Administra.ti\·c Assistant in
the National Agcnt's Department, in succession to Mr. Tom Baxter.

THE HE-ARRANGED ORGANISING DISTRICTS

The number of Organising Districts has been increased from nine to cleven and now cOYer
the territory named hereunder. Each District is preceded by its code letter.

A. NORTHERN: Cumberland, Durham, Northumberland, and the North Riding of
Yorkshire.

B. LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE; The whole of these Counties, with the High Peak o{
Derbyshire :lOd Westmorland.

C. YORICSIIIIU;;: Enst and West Ridings.

D. HOME AND SOuTHEltN: Middlesex, Buckingham, Berkshire, Surrey, Kent, Sussex~
Hampshire, and tbe Isle of \Vight.

E. LoNDON: The County of London.

F. SOVTH·\VESTERN: Cornwall, Devon, Dorsershire, \Viltshire, Somersetshire and
Gloucestershire.

G. EASTEIlN: Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridgeshire, Isle of Ely, Huntingdonshire
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. '

H. \VALES: The whole of the Principality, with Herefordshire and Monmouthshire.
J. SCOTl-AND: The whole country.
L. EAST MIDLANOS: Lincolnshire, Nouinghamshirc, Derbyshire (except High Peak),.

Lcicestershire, and Northamptonshire.

M. \VEST MtDLANDS: Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Oxfordshirc, \Yorcestcrshire, and
Shropshire.

Codc lettcrs in some instances have been changcd owing to the rc-organisation of the Districts_
These should be noted by Constituency Pnrties and the necessary lllterations made by them in,
their correspondence.

CONSTITUENCY ORGANISATION

The Organ!sat!on Staff, hath !'l:ational and Regional? ha~ had a b~sy year in dealing with
the many orgarusatlon problems ansmg out of the \Var SItuation. Their experiences have been.
varied, but, despite a continued. faJ[ in ~embership, they report many bright examples of local
enterprise and progress. There IS no deSIre to undcrr:'lte the effect of the \Var on Party organisation
but it is becoming increasingly clear that wherc a detennined effort is made to overcome difficulties'
the Partics and thc public respond. '

. The R~gil?n.~l Councils, in .consultat.io,:! :-",.it~ H~ad Office, havc initiatcd special campaigns
to mcreasc mdlvldual membership. Their InitIative IS to be commended and descn-es the backing
of all sections of Ihe Party. .

There have bcen consultations betwcen the National Staff and the Regional Councils on
Membership, Propaganda, Organisation, and a possible Redistribution of Parliamentary
Constituencies.
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The Staff are engaged in securing the appointment of men and women who can act as

Election Agents should an Emergency General Election occur, There is no reason to' believe
that such an Election is imminent, or indeed likely, during the War, but the appointment of
Election Agents is a precautionary measure that cannot be neglected.

There have been consultations concerning organisation between the National Executive
Committee and the London Labour Party. London has received more attention from the Luftwaffe
than any other part of the country, and, because of the call for more intense defence measures
,and more extensive evacuation, the machinery of the Labour Party in Inner London has been
more adversely affected than elsewhere. The London Labour Party is showing commendable
leadership in Membership Recruitment, Constituency Organisation, and Propaganda. Its approach
Ito Constituency Parties is wcll planned and deserves to be successful. '

There have been consultations between the National Union of Labour Organisers and
Election Agents and the National Organising Staff. These discussions are now being surveyed
,by a Conference of the National and Regional Organising Staff. The ground covered includes
the Party's Organisation 'Staff, the full-time Agency Staff, the listing and training of Agents,
.the training of Party Officers, Individual Membership, and Local and National Finance.

POLICY CONFERENCES

Since the last Annual Conference two further series of Policy Conferences have been held
~n order to keep the Party membership fully informed on Policy and Post-War problems.
Thirty-four such Conferences on "Local Government in the Post-War World" were held in
the main centres, and much interest was created amongst Local Government representatives
.and the Party organisations electorally responsible-for the areas. Forty-five Regional !lnd Area
Conferences on the " Beveridge Report" have also proved most successful, and large attendances
.of delegates have been reported from all centres. These Conferences have led to numerous
requests for speakers on this subject. Thanks are due to all the Conference Conveners who have
'so willingly rendered services.

PUBLIC AND AGGREGATE MEMBERS' MEETINGS

A greater number of requests for speakers for this type of meeting has been received
Ithan in any previous War year, over 550 applications having been complied with. Parties are
being consistently pressed by Head Office to hold such meetings, and encouragement and
,support have been given them to re-open and develop their activities. Restriction of travelling'
'facilities is making it increasingly difficult for many Parties to arrange meetings or for speakers
'to undertake such journeys. The National Executive Committee, however, records its thanks
lto the numerous speakers who have co-operated in propaganda activity during the year. They
have done splendid work.

CAMPAIGN MEETINGS

Thirty-two Demonstrations have been specially organised on the Party's attitude to the War
-<lud to International Co-operation. A Party and 'an International speaker appeared on all
platforms. The Demonstrations in the main were well attended and excellent press reports were
;given, particularly in the local papers, Similar Demonstrl\tions are still being arranged.

Under the auspices of the National Council of Labour, 13 Demonstrations on the Beveridge
Report were organised. Of the 10 already held, good reports have been received. The speakers
~t each Demonstration were representative of the Labour Party, the Trades Union Congress, and
.the Co-operative Union.

ALLIED INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS'

Since the last Conference a Panel of Allied International Speakers has been compiled, and
:Social Democratic comrades, representing Belgium,' France, Poland, Norway, Luxembourg,
Holland, and Czechoslovakia, have addressed more than 500 meetings under Party auspices.
'These have ranged from small Party meetings to huge demonstrations and a great deal of public
;interest has been created as a result.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION MEETINGS

Collaboration with the Ministry of Information Meetings Department h!ls been fully
maintained and speakers, including Labour Ministers and Labour Members, hav!" been provided
for meetings under its auspices. These have included factory meetings for workers l;lnd the
Armed Forces. Party speakers are also addressing meetings in connection with the "Wings
,for Victory," the Fuel, and the National Savings Association's Campaigns.

DAY SCHOOLS AND LECTURES

An increased number of Constituency Parties are arranging Day S(,:hools and Lectures on
'specific subjects and some of the Regional Councils are arranging Week's Schools. This type
.of activity is developing and indications are that it will continue to do so.
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The Staff n~e engaged in securing the appointment of men nnd women who can act as

Election Agents should an Emergency General Election oe<;ur. There is no reason to believe
that such an Election is imminent, or indeed likely, during the War, but the appointment of
Elc<:tion Agents is II precautionary measure that cannot be neg-Ieeted.

There hllve been consultations concerning organisation between the National Executive
Committee and the London Labour Party. London has received more attention from the Luftwaffe
than any other part of the country. and, because of the call for morc intense defence menaurn
.and more extensive evacuation, the machinery of the Labour Party in Inner London haa been
more adversely affected than els(,."where. The Lond(m Labour Party is showing commendable
leadership in Membership Recruitment, Constituency Organisation, and Propaganda. Its approach
to Constituency Parties is well planned and deserves to be suecessful.

There have been consultations between the National Union of Labour Organisers and
Election Agen~ and the National Organising Staff. These discussions arc now being surveyed
by a Conference of the National and Regional Organising Staff. The ground covered includes
the Party's Organisation Staff, the full-time Agency Staff, the listing and training of Agents,
.the training of Party Officers, Individual Membership, and Local and National Finance.

POLICY CONFERENCES

Since the last Annual Conference two further series of Policy Conferences have been hdd
in order to keep the Party membership fully informed on Policy and Post-\Var Problems.
Thirty-four such Confcrences on "Local Governmcm in the Post-\Var World" were held in
the main centres, and much interest was created amongst Local Government representatives
and the Party organisations electorally r"sponsible for the areas. Forty_five Regional llnd Area
Confcrcnces on the" Beveridg" R"port " have also proved mOSI successful, and large attendances
.of delegates have been reported from all centres. ThClle ConferencCll have led to numerous
.requests for speakers on this subject. Thanks arc due to all the Conferenec Conveners who have
so willingly rendered services.

PUBLIC AND AGGREGATE MEMBERS' MEETINGS

A greater number of requests for speakers for this type of meeting has been received
rthan in IIny previous War year, over 550 applications having been complied with. Parties are
being consistently pressed by Head Office to hold such meetings, and encouragement and
,support have been given them to re-open and develop thcir IIctivities. Restriction of travelling
facilities is making it increasingly difficult for many Parties to arrange meetings or for speakers
to undertake such journeys. The National Executive Committee, however, records its thanks
;to the numerous speakers who have co-operated in propaganda activity during the year. They
have done splendid work.

CAMPAIGN MEETINGS

Thirty-two Demonstrations have bt.'Cn specially organised on the Party's attitude to the War
.and to international Co-operation. A Party and an International speaker appeared on all
platforms. The Demonstrations in the main were well attended and excellent press reports were
given, particularly in the local papers. Similar Demonstrstions arc still being arranged.

Under the auspices of the National Council of Labour, 13 Demonstrations on the Beveridge
Report were organised. Of the 10 alrelldy held, good reports have been received. The speakers

'lit each Demonstration were representative of the Labour Party, the Trades Union Congress, and
the Co-operative Union.

ALLIED INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS

Since the last Conference a Panel of Allied International Speakers has been compiled, and
Social Democratic comrades, representing Belgium, France, Poland, Norway, Luxembourg,
Holland, and Czechoslovakia, have addressed more than 500 meetings under Party auspices.
These have ranged from small Party meetings to huR''' demonstrations and a great deal of public
interest has been created as a result.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION MEETINGS

Collaboration with the Ministry of Infonnation Meetings Department has been full)'
maintained and speakers, including Ulbour l\'1inisters and Labour Members, have been provided
for meetings under its auspices. Theae have included factory meetings for workers and the
Armed Forces. Party speakers are also addressing meetings in connection with the" Wings
for Victory," the Fuel, and the National Savings Association's Campaigna.

DA Y SCHOOLS AND LECTURES

An increased number of Constituency Parties are arrangin¥ Day Schoob and Lectures on
'specific subjects and some of the Regional Councils are arrangmg Week's Schools. Thia type
.of activity is developing and indications are that it will continue to do so.
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As foreshadowed in the last Annual Report, developments in Regional Councils are being
pursued. The new Councils for the Northern and Yorkshire Regions have a satisfactory
year's work to their credit, and further Councils have been established in the East and West
Midlands, based at Nottingham and Birmingham respectively. The National Executive Committee
has welcomed this activity with sympathy and approval, as the structure of the Party has been
greatly strengthened by the influential delegations now functioning in the new bodies.

Although the whole country is not yet provided with this type of organisation, a pause in the
creation of further Councils is desirable. Action will be takeh in other areas when local resources .
are sufficient to provide for the successful-operation of Councils therein. In the meantime, special
attention will be given to these areas and opportunities for consultation with both the Trade
Unions and the Constituency, Parties will be arranged.

Hereunder are brief reports of the Regional Councils no,:", in operation :-

NORTHERN REGIONAL COUNCIL

The second Annual Meeting of the Northern Regional Council was held at Newcastle on
April 17, 1943, when 168 delegates attended under the presidency of Mr. Sam Watson.

The Rt. Hon. Hugh Dalton, M.P. (President of the Board of Trade), and Mr. R. T. Windle
(Assistant National Agent) represented the National Executive Committee and addressed the
Conference, both addresses being followed by questions and discussion.

The following are the Officers for the current year :-Chairman: Mr. Sam Watson; Vice
Chairman: Coun. C. R. Flynn; Treasurer: Mr. J. W. Besford, C.C.; Woman Organiser:
Mrs. Margaret H. Gibb; Secretary and District Organiser: Mr. W. B. Lewcock.

During the year Conferences have been convened on " The Old World and the New Society,"
"The Future of Local Government," "The Parliamentary Party and the War," "Labour,
the War, and the Future," and" The Beveridg Report."

A number of demonstrations and meetings have been held in various parts of the Region
under the Council's auspices, and over 30 meetings have been addressed by various .International
Speakers.

During the year there has been a slight increase in Individual Membership, and the Executive
Committee have had under constant review plans for assisting Constituency Parties in Membership
Campaigns.

Detailed activities of the Council are recorded in the Annual Report of the Regional Executive
Committee which can be obtained from the Regional Office, 3, Higham Place, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2.

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE REGIONAL COUNCIL

The fourth Annual Conference of the Lancashire and Cheshire Regional Council was held in
Manchester on September 26, 1942, when 240 delegates attended. Mr. George Tomlinson,
J.P., M.P., C.C., presided and the National Executive Committee was represented by its Chairman
(Mr. A. J. Dobbs, J.P.), the Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P. (Home Secretary), and
Mr. George R.' Shepherd (National Agent).

Officers for 1942-43 are as follow:-Ckairman: Mr. George Tomlinson, M.P.; Vice-Chairman:
Coun. B. Reynolds, J.P.; Treasurer: Mr. E. E. Robinson; Woman Organiser: Mrs. Mary
Anderson; Secretary and District Organiser: Mr. Reg. C. Wallis.

Contacts with Trade Union Area and District Committees during the year resulted in a total
affiliated strength of 440,000. A special" Target for 1942" Individual Membership Campaign
was organised and membership increased from 36,000 to 40,000.

In addition to six Conferences in connection with the Membership Campaign, nine were
held on "Democracy and Reconstruction" and "The Old World and the New Society."
Special Conferences of Trade Union Officers and Labour Group Representatives were also held
to deal with Regional matters. Two Week-end Schools were organised.

Normal meetings of the Joint County Committees dealing with County Council business
and of the Organisation, Local Government, and Magistrates Committees have taken place.

Copies of the Annual Report of the Regional Executive Committee, giving the detailed activities
of the Council, can be obtained from the Regional Office, 15, Cooper Street, Manchester, 2
(4d., post free).

SCOTTISH COUNCIL

The 27th Annual Conference of the Scottish Council, held in Glasgow on September 19, 1942,
established records in the number of members and organisations affiliated and in the number of
delegates attending.

, The Rt. Hon. Arthur Greenwood, M.P., Mr. A. J. Dobbs, Miss Eleanor Stewart, and
Mr. George R. Shepherd (National Agent) were welcome Representatives from the Parliamentary
Labour Party and the National Executive Committee.

Mr. A. B. Mackay presided over 200 delegates from all parts of Scotland. The year's work
of the Scottish Executive was reviewed and approved, and a new Executive elected. The present
Officers are :-Chairman: Coun. Mrs. L. B. Miller; Vice-Chairman: Mr. Alan G. Dunbar;
Woman Organiser: Mrs. Mary Auld; Secretary and District Organiser: Mr. John Taylor.
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As foreshadowed in the last Annual Report, developments in Re.'(ional Councils are being
pUl"Sued. The new Couneils for the Northern and Yorkshire Regions have 3 satisfactory
yeaes work to their credit, and further Councils have been established in the East and West
Midlands, based at Nottingham lind Birmingham respectively. The National Executive Committee
has welcomed this activity with sympathy and approval, as the structure of the Party has been
greatly strengthened by the influential delegations now functioning in the new bodies.

Although the whole country is flot yet provided with this type of organisation, II pause in the
creation of further Councils is desirable. Action will be raken in OTher areas when local resources
are sufficient to provide for the successful operation of Councils therein. In th~ meantime, special
attention will be given to these areas and opportuniti~s for consultation with both the Trade
Unions and the Constituency Parties will be arranged.

Hereunder nrc brief reports of the Regional Councils now in operation :-

NORTHERN REGIONAL COUNCIL

The second Annual Meeting of the Northern Regional Council """as held at Newcastle on
April 17, 1043, when 168 delegates attended under the presidency of Mr. Sam Watson.

The Rt. Hon. Hugh Dalton, M.P. (President of the Board of Trade), and Mr. R. T. Windle
(Assistant National Agent) represented the National Executive Committee and addressed the
Conference, both addresses being followed by questions and discussion.

The following are the Offieers for the current year :--Ghairman; Mr. Sam Watson; Vice·
Chairmotl .. Coun. C. R. Flynn; Treasurer; Mr. j. \V. Besford, C.C.; TVO>/1atl Organiser:
Mrs. l\1argaret H. Gibb; Set:retary and District Orgtwiser; Mr. W. B. Lewcock.

During tl\e year Conferences have been convened on " The Old \Vorid and the New Society,"
"The Future of Local Government," "The Parliamentary Party and the \Var," "Labour,
the \Var, and the Future," and" The Beveridge, Report."

A number of demonstrations and meetings have been held in various parts of the Region
under the Council's auspices, and over 30 meetings have been addressed by various International
Speakers.

During the year there has been II slight increase in Individual Membership, and the Executive
Committee have had under constant review plans for assisting Constituency Parties in Membership
Campaigns.

Detailed activities of the Council are recorded in the Annual Report of the Regional Executive
Committee which can be obtained from the Regional Office, 3, Higham Place, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2.

LANCASHIRE A1.'lD CHESHIRE REGIONAL COUNCIL

The fourth Annual Conference of the Lancashire and Cheshire Regional Council was held in
Manchester on September 26, 1942, when 240 delegates tlttended. Mr. George Tomlinson,
j.P., M.P., C.C., presided and the National Exeeutive Committee was represented by its Chairman
(Mr. A. j. Dobbs, j.P.), the Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P. (Home Secretary), and
Mr. George R. Shepherd (National Agent).

Officers for 1942--43 are as foJlow:-Cltairman; Mr. George Tomlinson, M.P.; Vice_Chairman;
Coun. B. Reynolds, J.P.; Treasurer; Mr. E. E. Robinson; TVoman OrgQl/iser; Mrs. Mary
Anderson; Secretary and District Organiser; Mr. Reg. C. \Vallia.

Conrscts with Trade Union Area and District Committees during the year reaulted in a total
affiliated strength of 440,000. A special" Target for 1942" Individual Membership Campaign
was organised and membership increased from 36,000 to 4.0,000.

In addition to six Conferences in connection with the Membership Campaign, nine were
held on "Democracy and Reconstruction" and" The Old \Vorld and the New Society."
Special Conferences of Trade Union Officers and Labour Group Representativel; were also held
to deal with Regional matters. Two Week-end Schools were organised.

Nonnal meetings of the joint County Committees dealing with County Council businen
and of the Organisation, Local Government, and Magistrates Committees have taken place.

Copies of the Annual Report of the Regional Executive Committee, giving the detailed activities
of the Council, can be obwined from the Regional Office, l5, Cooper Street, Manchester, 2
(4d., post free).

SCOTTISH COUNCIL

The 27th Annual Conference of the Scottish Council, held in Glasgow on September 10, )042,
established records in the number of members and organisations affiliated and in the number of
delegates attending.

The Rt. Hon. Arthur Greenwood, M.P., Mr. A. j. Dobbs, Miss Eleanor Stewart, and
Mr. George R. Shepherd (National Agent) were welcome Representatives from the Parliamentary
Labour Party and the National Executive Committee.

Mr. A. B. Mackay presided over 200 delegates from all parts of Scotland. The year's work
of the Scottish Executive was reviewed and approved, and a new Executive elected. The present
Officers are :----ehairman: Coun. Mrs. L. B. Miller; Vice-Chairman .. Mr. Alan G. Dunbar;
Womatl Organiser; Mrs. Mary Auld; Secretary and District Organiser; Mr. john Taylor.
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YORKSHIRE REGIONAL COUNCIL

(EAST AND WEST RIDINGS)

The second Annual Meeting was held in Leeds on April 3, 1943, and was attended by
248 delegates.

Addresses were given by the Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P., Mr. A. J. Dobbs, and
Mr. George R. Shepherd (National Agent).

An Executive of 28 members was elected and the following are the Officers :-Chairman :
Mr. A. McVie; Treasurer: Mr. A. J. Heal; Woman Organiser: Miss Sara E. Barker; Secretary
and District OrganiseI' : Mr. A. L. Williams.

During the year Conferences and Consultations have been held throughout the Region on
"Local Government Re-organisation," "Parliamentary Redistribution," and "The Beveridge.
Plan."

I
Speaking tours were arranged for several Continental comrades and, in addition, a number

of Public Demonstrations and a Week-end School were held.

Labour appointments to Magisterial Benches have been under consideration, and a Social
Service Survey, beginning with Education, has' been launched.

A Membership Campaign to secure 5,000 additional members has already met with a good
response and its object is almost certain to be achieved.

During the year ten more Trade Union bodies affiliated, making a total of 38, and the
Council now has 293,000 affiliated members. .

A full Report of activities can be obtained from the Regional Office, 13, Queen Square; Leeds, 2.

SOUTH WALES REGIONAL COUNCIL

The fifth Annual Conference of the South Wales Regional Council was held at Cardiff on
May 16, 1942, when 160 delegates attended under the presidency of Mr. J. G. Davies, J.P.

The National Executive Committee of the Labour Party was represented by Mr. James
Griffiths, M.P., and Mr. George R. Shepherd (National Agent).

The General Council of tpe Trades Union Congress was represented by Mr. Tom O'Brien
and Mr. Victor Feather. . .

The Officers for ;1.942-43 are :-Chairman: Mr. W. Arthur; Vice-Chairman: Coun. W. D.
Hughes, J.P.; Treasurer: Mr. J. Donovan, J.P.; Woman OrganiseI': Mrs. Elizabeth Andrews;
Secretary and District OrganiseI' : Mr. George Morris~.

During the year Conferences have been convened on .the Interim Report of the Party on
" War and Peace Problems of Reconstruction" at Cardiff and Swansea.

·A Trade Union Delegate Conference on " The Beveridge Report" was arranged at Cardiff
on behalf of the Trades Union Congress, and a Regional and District Conference on the same
subject on behalf of the Party:

Three Consultations, representative of Labour Groups and Labour Parties resporisible for
Electoral Policy, have been held at Newport, Cardiff, and Swansea, to discuss the Party's
" Provisional Proposals on Local Government."

A series of Day Schools and Party Meetings have been addressed by Allied International
Speakers at present domiciled in this country.

Publications include a Memorandum on "Post-War Reconstruction in Wales," which has
been circulated to all affiliated organisations. as a basis for discussion. Steps are being taken
to prepare evidence for submission to the Welsh Advisory Committee on Post:War Reconstruction
Problems that has been set up by the Government.

Close attention is being given to the Report of the Statutory Committee on Electoral Machinery
which has been presented to Parliament.

The Regional Council held their half-yearly meeting on January 9, 1943, when addresses
were given by representatives of t1;Le National Executive Committee of the Party and of the
General Council of the Trades Umon Congress. .

There has been a decrease in Individual Membership in the Region and the Council has
arranged a series of Constituency Conferences in orcl.er to assist the Parties in extending
membership and maintaining proper records.

Effective contact is maintained with the offices of the various Government Departments
and with the Regional Commissioner for Civil Defence through the Industrial Committee.

A detailed Report of the Conference and the work of the Council appear in the Annual Report
which is available on application to the Regional Office, Transport House, 42, Charles' Street,
Cardiff.. .

*Died May 17,1943.
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YORKSHIRE REGIONAL COUNCIL
(EAST "NO WEST RIOU':CS)

The second Annual i\'[ccting was held in IAleda on April :J, 1943, and was attended by
248 delegates.

Addresses were given by the RI. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P., 11r. A. J. Dobbs, and
Mr. George R. Shepherd (National Agent).

An Executh'c of 28 members was elected and the following are the Officers :-Chairman :
Mr. A. MoVie; TreoSllrer: Mr. A. J. Heal; TVoman OrgaliiseT: l\1iss Sara. E. Barker; Secretary
and District Organilet' : 1\'1,. A. L. \Villiams.

Dudng the year Conferences and Consultations have been held throughout the Region on
" Local Government Re·orgnnisation," "Parliamentary Redistribution," and "The 13cvcridge
Plan." ,

Speaking tours were arranged for several Continental comrades and, in addition, a nwnber
of Public Demonstrations and a \Veek-end School were held.

Labour appointments to Magisterial Benches have been under consideration, and a Social
Service Survey, beginning with Educ''1tion, has been launched.

A Membership Campaign to secure 5,000 additional members has already met with a good
response and its object is almost certain to be achieved.

During the year ten more Trade Union bodies affiliated, making a total of 38, and the
Council now has 2fl3,OOO affiliated members.

/!\. full Report of activities~ be obtilined from the Regional Office, 13, Queen Square, Leeds, 2.

SOUTH WALES HEGIONAL COUNCIL

The fifth Annual Conference of the South Wales Regional Council was held at Cardiff on
May 16, 1942, when 160 delegates attended under the presidency of Mr. J. G. Davies, J.P.

The National Executive Committee of the Labour Party was represented by Mr. James
Griffiths, M.P., and i\·Ir. George R. Shepherd (National Agent).

The General Council of t,hc Trades Union Congress was represented by MI. Tom O'Brien
and Mr. Victor Feather.

The Officers for ~\l42--43 are :-Chairlllllll: Mr. \V. Arthur; Vice-Chain/Ian: Coun. \Y. D.
Hughes, J.P.; Treasurer .. Mr. J. Donovan, J.P.; WOII/ll/l Organiser: Mrs. Elizabeth Andre\\'s;
Set;relary llIld Di~lriGt Orglllluer : 1\·1r. George Morris·.

During the year Conferences have been convened on the Interim Report of the Party on
" \Var and Pence Problems of R",construction" at Cardiff and Swansea.

A Trade Union Delegate Conference on " The Deveridge Report" was arranged at Cardiff
on behalf of the Trades Union Congress, and a Regional and District Conference on the same
subjl,."Ct on behnlf of the Party.

Three Consult:ltions, rcpresent:ltive of Labour Groups and Labour Parties responsible for
Electoml Policy, have been held at Newport, Cardiff, and Swansea, to discuss the Party's
" Provisional Proposals on Local Government."

A series of Day Schools and Party Meetings have been addressed by Allied International
Speakers at present domiciled in this country.

Publications include a 1\'Iemorandum on "Post-\Var Reconstruction in \Vales," which has
been circulated to all affiliated organisations as a Ixlsis for discussion. Steps nrc being taken
to prepare evidence for submission to the \Velsh Advisory Committee on Post-\Yar Heconstruetion
Problems thnt has been set up by the GoverlUnent.

Close attention is being given to the Report of the Statutory Committee on Electoral Machinery
which has been presented to Parlinment.

The Regional Council. held their hnlf~yearly meeti.ng on Jan.uary 0, 1043, when addresses
were given by represent:ltlves of the National Executive Committee of the Party and of the
General Council of the Trades Union Congress.

There has been a decrease in Individual Membership in the Region and the Council has
arranged a series of Constituency Conferences in order to assist the Parties in CJ(tending
membership and maint:lining proper records.

Effective contact is maintained with the offices of the various Government Departments
and with the Hegional Corrunissioncr for Civil Defence through the Industrial Committee.

A dct:liled Report of the Conference and the work of the Council appear in the Annual Report
which is available on application to the Regional Office, Transport House, '12, Charles' Street,
Cardiff.

• Died May 17,1943.
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EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL COUNCIL

Two Preliminary Conferences, attended by 397 delegates representative of 88 Trade Union
and Labour Party organisations in the Courities of Derby, Leicester, Lincoln) Northampton, and
Nottingham, were held in Nottingham on December 5, 1942, and February 13, 1943, for the
purpose of establishing the Regional Council.

At the first Conference the National Executive Committee was represented by Mr. A. J. Dobbs
and Mr. George R. Shepherd (National Agent). At the second Conference the Rt. Hon.
Herbert Morrison, M.P. (Home Secretary), and Mr. R. T. Windle (Assistant National Agent)
attended. The Constitution, Rules, and Standing Orders have been approved and the First
Annual Conference will be held in Nottingham on June 26, 1943.

The Brovisional Executive Committee has held a number of meetings and, in. co-operation
'with the National Executive Committee and the County Federations, has arranged County
Conferences on " The Beveridge Report," at Leicester, Chesterfield, Northampton, and Lincoln.
In conjunction with the National Council of Labour, a Public Demonstration on " The Beveridge
Report" has been held in Nottingham. A special Conference on the problem of " Parliamentary
Re-distribution " has also been held.

The present Officers are :-Chairman: Mr. A. E. Bennett; Woman Organiser: Mrs. Con
stance Kay; Secretary and District Organiser: Mr. J. T. Baxter.

, Information concerning the Council may be had from the Regional Council Office, 138, Mans-
field Road, Nottingham.

WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL COUNCIL

The Inaugural Conference of the West Midlands Regional, Council was held in Birmingham
on December 12, 1942, when 125 delegates attended under the Presidency of Ald. A. E. Agel', J.P.

Rt. Hon. Hugh Dalton, M.P., who, with Mr. R. T. Windle, represented the National
Executive Committee, addressed the Conference and replied to questions and discussion.

A Provisional Executive Committee was appointed and arrangements made for 'the Annual
Meeting of the Council to be held on May 8, 1943. The Officers are :-Chairman: Alderman
A. E. Agel'; Woman Organiser: Mrs. L. Anderson Fenn; Secretary and District Organiser:
Mr. Harry Wickham.

Sub-Committees have met at regular intervals to deal with Propaganda and Organisation,
Local Government, Trade Union affiliations, and Magistrates.

1\. series of Conferences' on " The Beveridge Report" has been held and public meetings
with International Speakers. Arrangements are in hand for the holding of a Week's Residential
Summer School at Wadham College, Oxford, from July 31 to August 7.

Detailed activities of the Council are recorded in the Annual Report obtainable from the
Regional Office, Rooms 13-15, 113, Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3.

ADJUSTMENTS BOARD

Two meetings of the Adjustments Board have been held on December 3, 1942, and
March 26, 1943.

Messrs. A. J. Dobbs (Chairman), Harold Clay, George Ridley, M.P., and George R. Shepherd
(National Agent) represented the National Executive Committee; and Messrs. Claude Denscombe,

/ J. W. Foster, Richard Stanton, and Herbert Drinkwater, represented the National Union of
Labour Organisers and Election Agents.

The following subjects have been discussed: (a) The National Executive Committee's
Administration of the Fund for Over-Age Constituency Agents; (b) The Eastern Counties District
Organisership; and (c) Agents and Parliamentary Candidatures.

LEAGUE OF YOUTH

The ever-increasing call-up of yo.u!1g people for Military Service and Essential Employment
has continued to reduce the opportumties for League of Youth development. .

Many Divisional and Local Part.ie~ 'prefer to enrol young people directly into the Party and
so interest them in current Party actiVItles rather than form Branches of the League.

The National Agent's Department has kept in direct, touch with existing Branches by
correspondence, or through the District Orga~isers, and the continued publication of the
League of Youth Bulletin has been much apprecIated. The Bulletin has aimed at summarising
Branch reports received by Head Office and in this way a spirit of emulation has been fostered.

The problem of attracting young people to the Party continues to receive the attention of
the National Executive Committee, and all Party organisations are urged to consider the question.
Young people in all Local Parties should be encouraged and trained as Party Officers, Members
of Committees, and Candidates for Public Office.
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COMPARATIVE VOTING-GENERAL AND BY-ELECTIONS
A Comparative StateI!lent of the Votes recorded by the various Parties in the By-Elections and in the same Constituencies at the last General Election

GENERAL ELECTION By-ELECTIONS

Constituency Govt. Labour Liberal Others Date Con. Labour Liberal Others

1942
Cathcart •.. .. .. . . 21,331 12,995 , - - April 28 10,785 - - (Prog. Ind.) 3,807

(LL.P.) 2,493
(Scot. Nat.) 1,000

Rugby · . · . · . ·. 20,905 13.061 - - II April 29 9,145 - - (Ind.) 9,824

WaIIasey · . ·. ·. · . 27,940 13,491 - II April 29 6,584 - - (Ind.) 12,596

(Ind.) 1,597

Putney .. ·. .. ·. 22,288 10,895 1,021

II
May 8 8,788 - - (Ind.) 2,939

Chichester .. .. · . .. 37,882 10,484 - - May 18 15,634 - - (Ind.) 10,564

(Ind.) 706

LIandaff and Barry .." · . 29,099 27,677 - - II June 10 19,408 - - (Ind. Lab.) 13,753

(Ind.) 975

Maldon · . ·. ·. 17,072 " 9,264 5,680 - II June 25 6,226 - - (Ind.) 12,219

(Ind.) 1,476

Windsor · . · . · . - ·. Unop. - - -

II
June 30 9,557 - -- (Ind.) 6,817

Salisbury .. · . · . 20,707 8,259 - -- July 8 12,076 - (Ind.) 3,218

(Ind.) 2,519

Spennymoor ·. · . · . 8,696 21,473 -- - II July 21 - Unop.
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Rothwell · . · . · . · . 17,352 31,472 - - Aug. 7 - Unop.

Whitechapel · . · . - 13,374 11,093 - Aug. 8 - Unop.

Poplar (South) .. ·. · . 6,862 18,715 - - Aug. 12 - 3,375 - (Christ. Socialist) 541

Sheffield (Park) · . ·. ·. 19,947 21,153 - - Aug. 27 - Unop.

ClaYton .. · . · . · . 16,557 19,225 - - Oct. 17 - 8,892 - (Ind.) 636

Ince · . · . · . 9,928 26,334 - - Oct. 20 - Unop.

194-3

University of Wales - 1,768 2,796 -

"
Jan. 29 - - 3,098 (Welsh Nat.) 1,330

(Ind.) 755

(Ind. Soc.) 634

(Ind. Soc.) 101

Hamilton .. · . 8,884- 17,04-9 - - Jan. 29 - 10,725 - (Ind.) 2,505

Ashford · . 21,323 6,333 8,338 - Feb. 10 9,648 - - (Common Wealth) 4-,192

Midlothian and Peebles (Northern) 23,711 13,970 - - Feb. 11 11,620 - - (Common Wealth) 10,751
"-

King's Lynn ·. ·. · . 17,4-92 12,062 5,4-18 - Feb. 12 10,696 - -. (Ind. Soc.) 9,027

Portsmouth (North) · . ·. 22,956 11,502 - - Feb. 16 6,735 - - (Common Wealth) 4-,541>

Bristol (Central) 15,774- 14-,258 - Feb. 18 5,867 - - (Ind.) 4-,308· . ·. ·. -

(LL.P.) 830
-

(Ind.) 258

Watford ·. · . · . ·. 28,196 14,906 - -

II

Feb. 23 13,839 - - (Common Wealth) 11,838

Eddisbury .. · . ·. · . Unop. - - - Mar. 7 7,537 - - (Common Wealth) 8,023

(Ind. Lib.) 2,803

Daventry · . · . · . · . 18,934- 10,767 - - II April 20 9,04-3 - - (Common Wealth) 6,591
I

(Ind. Lib.) 4-,093

0 - II w
w
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PARLIAMENTARY BY-ELECTIONS

Since the last Annual Report was published there have been 26 By-Elections, eight of which
occurred in Constituencies held by the Labour Party, namely: Clayton, Hamilton, Ince, Park,
Poplar (South), Rothwell, Spennymoor, and Whitechapel.

In six Constituencies the Labour Candidates were returned Unopposed, and in Clayton
and Poplar (South), although Independent Candidates took the field, the Labour Candidates
were returned with substantial majorities.

As the Electoral Truce continued during the year, Labour Party Candidates were only
nominated in Constituencies held by the Party in the present House of Commons. The Northern
Ireland Labour Party (in whose area the Electoral Truce is not in operation) nominated Candidates
in West Belfast and in County Antrim. Mr. John Beattie won the former seat in a four-cornered
contest, whilst Mr. R. Getgood, although polling 17,253 votes, was heavily defeated in County
Antrim. The National Executive Comm,ittee in this country took no part in either contest.
At a later date Mr. John Beattie was admitted to membership of the Parliamentary Labour Party.

PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATURES

The National Executive Committee has continued its survey of Parliamentary candidatures
in the light of its report to the Annual Party Conference last year.

Two separate delegations from the Society of Labour Candidates have been received by the
Elections Sub-Committee in addition to an exchange of documents. The subjects under discussion
have been (a) The National Executive Committee's Survey of Parliamentary candidatures;
(b) The procedure followed by the National Executive Committee iIi placing persons upon its
Available and Possible Lists of Candidates; (c) The dismissal of Parliamentary candidates by
Constituency Parties; (d) The Education of Parliamentary Candidates; (e) Electoral Reform;
(f) "Blitzed" Constituencies. The discussions took place in helpful circumstances, and were
of assistance to the National Executive Committee. A further delegation from the Society will
be arranged shortly.

A Conference of Officers of the Trade Unions responsible for the promotion of Parliamentary
candidatures with the Elections Sub-Committee took place on November 23, 1942, to consider
the following subjects: (a) Trade Union procedure for the selection of Parliamentary candidates;
(b) The supply of Trade Union Panels to the National Executive Committee; (c) Industrial Officers
and Parliament; and (d) Trade Union Affiliations to Constituency Labour Parties. The
Conference appointed representatives consisting of Messrs. J. Benstead (N.U.R.), F. W. Dalley
(R.C.A.), Will Lawther (Mineworkers' Federation) and A. M. Wall (London Society of
Compositors) to join the Elections Sub-Committee in drafting a Report for consideration at
a further Conference. This Conference took place on March 25, 1943, when the Report was
approved. The text of the Report is to be found in Appendix III. So successful were
these two Conferences that it is proposed to make them a permanent feature of National Executive
Committee activities.

During the year a number of endorsed Parliamentary Candidates have withdrawn from
their Constituencies and the National Executive Committee, whilst adhering to ·its general policy
to hold in abeyance the selection of Parliamentary Candidates, for special reasons, has agreed to
Parliamentary Candidates being chosen in a few Constituencies.

An Organisation entitled" The Women for Westminster Movement" has been established
by women of various Parties. An off-shoot of this Organisation, "The Labour Women for
Westminster Movement," also came into being. Consultations have been held, and correspondence
has been exchanged between the National Executive Committee and Labour Party women
particip~ting in both organisations. As a result Labour Party women have withdrawn from the
former Organisation, whilst the latter has been wound up.

The Standing Joint Committee of Working Women's Organisation, at the request of the
National Executive Committee, has prepared a report on the nomination of Women Candidates
and their subsequent election to Parliament. The National Executive is anxious that the number
of Labour Women Candidates should be greatly increased. It believes that the prejudice against
Women Candidates existing in some quarters is unjustified, and it urges Trade Unions and
Constituency Labour Parties to assist it in greatly extending the number of Women Candidates
at both General Elections and By-elections.

The National Executive Committee propose to establish facilities to enable Parliamentary
Candidates, after selection, to equip themselves for entry into Parliament. It is glad to report
that the Trades Union Conference referred to above, and the Society of Labour Candidates, have
both welcomed the proposal. It is not intended to hold examinations or issue certificates, but
to provide endorsed Candidates, or those on the panels of Affiliated Organisations, opportunities
for ~elf-equipment. There will be Reading Courses; Library Facilities; Period Schools;
Visits to Parliament, Public Institutions, Public Works, and Commercial Enterprises. Facilities
will also be provided for Candidates to gain election and platform campaign experience.
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WOMEN',S DEPARTMENT

ORGANISATION OF WOMEN
Work of Women's Sections

Women's membership and the activities of Women's Sections have inevitably been affected
by the steady absorption of married women in the younger age-groups into part-time or full-time
employment outside their homes, so that a considerable proportion of Section Officers' and members
are unable to continue active work in addition to the dual burden of domestic and industrial work
Older members, however, have willingly stepped into the breach, carrying on Section work and
frequently acting as local Party Officers as well. The Movement owes a great deal to countless
women, who are excluded from the industrial front because of age or heavy domestic responsibilities,
for their part in maintaining Party organisation and activity,

Reports from Sections in 1943 show an extension of educational and propaganda work
teriously interrupted in 1940 and 1941), Weekly, fortnightly, and monthly meetings are devoted,
to discussion of War-time and Post-War political problems, and the study of Local Government
questions. 'Useful work has been done in many areas on such questi.ons as School-feeding,
War-time Nurseries, British Restaurants, Maternity Services, Juvenile Delinquency, Education, etc.,
Letters addressed to Women's Sections by the Chief ,Woman Officer, either by post or through
The Labour Woman, bring an immediate and lively response.

The Sections have continued to raise considerable sums of money for the" Help for Russia"
and " China" Funds.

Constituency Central Committees and Federations of Women's Sections (which exist in
,133 constituencies) have rallied members to propaganda meetings and educational conferences
work which is particularly valuable now that most Sections are finding it increasingly difficult
to get speakers regularly for propaganda meetings.

Advisory Councils

The Labour Women's Advisory Councils (which cover counties, or groups of constituencies)
have, been able to maintain their high standard of educational work. In every area Conferences
and One-Day Schools on specific subjects have been held. Conferences with International
speakers have been very well attended, and some Continental comrades have spoken at a series
of meetings in a number of areas under Advisory Council auspices.

Speakers' Forums and Drama Contests organised by a number of Councils have stimulated
interest and enthusiasm. .

Week and Week-end Schools

The lack of suitable centres has continued to restrict the organisation of Residential Schools;
but two Schools of a week's duration were held during the year in the Northern and Yorkshire
areas, and six Week-end Schools in Lancashire and Cheshire, the Northern area, and in Yorkshire.
Local Government, Social Security, Education, and' Post-War Reconstruction, were the subjects
studied at these School~.

Scottish Women's Conference

The Annual Scottish Women's Conference was held in Edinburgh on April 3, 1943, attended
by 107 delegates and many visitors. There was a private session on Membership and Organisation,
and a public session on Housing and Planning after the War.

National Conference of Labour Women

The National Conference of Labour Women, 1942, was held in London on June 24 and 25.
Mrs'. Esther Martin (N.U.D.A.W.) presided, and 532 delegates attended. Resolutions passed by
the Conference dealt with the International Situation, Women in Industry, Old Age and Widows'
Pensions, Service Allowances, War~time Nurseries, Social Security, Employment of School
Children, and many other subjects. ,

This Report is prepared too early to include an account of the 1943 Conference, held in
London on May 12 and 13, with Ald. Mrs. L'Estrange Malone, J.P., L.C.C., in the Chair.

S'f.ANDING JOINT COMMITTEE OF WORKING WOMEN'S ORGANISATIONS

Secretary: Miss MARY E. SUTHERLAND, J.P.

The Standing Joint Committee of Working Women's Organisations includes eight repre
sentatives of the Labour Party as follows :-Mrs. J. L. Adamson, M.P., Mrs. Barbara Ayrton
Gould, J.P., Miss Eleanor Stewart, J.P. (National Executive Committee), Miss Grace Colman, J.P.,
Mrs. M. Coulton, Ald. Mrs. Rose Davies, J.P., Mrs. A. Errington, J.P., and Ald. Mrs. C.
McEntee. J.P. (elected by the Women's Sections).

The following organisations' are represented on the Committee; Labour Party; Fabian
Society; National Association of Labour Teachers j Co-operative Union; Women's Co-operative
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ORGANISATION OF WOMEN
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Guild; Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society (Political Purposes Committee); General Council
of Trades Union Congress; National Union' of General ana Municipal Workers; Railway
Clerks' Association; National Union of Distributive and Allied Workers; Transport and General
Workers' Union; Clerical and Administrative Workers' Union; National Amalgamated Union
of Shop Assistants, Warehousemen and Clerks; National Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives;
Amalgamated Union of Tailors -and Garment Workers; Amalgamated Weavers' Association;
Amalgamated Union of Bakers, Confectioners, and Allied Workers; National Society of Pottery'
Workers; Women Public Health Officers' Association; Guild of Insurance Officials; National
Union of Railway Women's Guild; A.S.L.E. and F. Women's Society; Transport and General
Workers' Women's Guild.

The Officers for 1942-43 are as follow:-Chairman: Ald. Mrs. L'Estrange Malone, L.C.C.
(Fabian Society); Vice-Chairmen: Mrs. Cecily Cook (Women's Co-operative Guild), Mrs. Esther
Martin (N.U.D.A.W.), Ald. Mrs. C. McEntee (Labour Party); Secretary: Miss Mary E. Suther
land, J.P.

The Committee has been very active throughout the year on questions affecting the welfare
and status of women and the welfare of. children.

It was successful in securing representation of working women on the Central Housing
Advisory Committee of the Ministry of Health, and the Sub-Committees on the Design of
Dwellings and Rural Housing; and on the Advisory Committee on the Welfare of Children,
also set up by the Ministry of Health. Members nominated by the Committee continue to serve
on the Price Regulation Committees and Local Fuel Advisory Committees.

The Standing Joint Committee has also urged that working women should be represented
on all Committees set up to consider aspects of Post-War Reconstruction in which women have
a special interest; and that in the appointment of committees dealing with matters which affect
all citizens the assistance of women" as well as men, with the necessary knowledge and capacity,
should be sought. Rt. Hort. C. R. Attlee (Deputy Prime Minister) and Rt. Hon. Sir William
Jowitt, K.C., were interviewed on this subject.

The Committee submitted a statement on Post-War Housing to the Ministry of Health
Committee on the Design of Dwellings, based on a nation-wide inquiry by means of a questionnaire.

A Memorandum on Post-War Education was forwarded to the President of the Board of
Education and the Parliamentary Secretary received a deputation on the subject.

The Committee was invited to give evidence to the Committee on Public Schools appointed
by the President of the Board of Education, and submitted a Memorandum to the Committee
based on the view that the Public Schools should be absorbed within the national system of
education. This was later supplemented by oral evidence.

Evidence was given to the Select Committee <;m Equal Compensation, and appreciation was
expressed to the Government upon its decision to implement the Select Committee's recom
mendations for equal compensation to men and women, and to gainfully and non-gainfully
occupied persons. '

The Committee has been vigilant on questions connected with the registration and conscription
of women, and welfare provision for married women who enter industry, particularly arrangements
for the care of children of school age and under (War-time nurseries, play centres, school meals, etc.).

Juvenile delinquency and related problems have been under constant consideration: remand
home and approved school accommodation, use of boarding-out system; composition of Juvenile
Courts; women police, etc. The help of women magistrates and members of Education
Committees has been obtained in inquiries on tpese questions.

The Committee discussed the provision, of Home Helps for housewives and old people in
periods of illness'with the Minister of Health and the Minister of Labour; and arising out of its
consideration of the problem of domestic help, decided to consider the whole question of the
organisation, status, and training of domestic workers, and to prepare a re~ort on the subject.

The Committee, concerned at information as to abuses in connection with the unofficial
adoption of children, pressed that the Child Adoption Act, 1939, should be brought into operation,
and welcomed the decision of the Home Secretary to put it into force on June 1, 1943.

The provisions of the Beveridge Repor~ as they affect women, with special reference to the
position of housewives and widows, are at present being examined in detail.

Other questions dealt with during the year include the staffing of Maternity Hospitals Widows'
Pensions, Food Problems, Rationing of Clothing and Household Textiles, Employment 'of School
Children, School Meals, 'British Restaurants, etc.

The Standing Joint Committee has held two International Women's Conferences which
have been attended by representative Co-operative, Trade Union, and Socialist wom~n.from
other countries, and by members of organisations affiliated to the Committee. Both were all-day
Conferences, the first on "The Status of Women Industrial and I\ofessional Workers," the
second on "The Work and Status of the Housewife." The exchange of views among women
from different countries has been useful, and it is intended to hold further Conferences for the
discussion of other questions connected with the status and work of women.
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INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT
Secretary: Mr. WILLIAM GILLIES

INTERNATIONAL SUB-COMMITTEE: Mr. George Dallas (Chairman), Mr. F. J. Burrows,
Mr. Harold Clay, Rt. Hon. Hugh Dalton, M.P., Professor Harold J. Laski, Rt. Hon. Herbert
Morrison, M.P., Mr. Philip J. Noel Baker, M.P., Miss Eleanor Stewart, Mr. James Walker, M.P.,
and Mr. T. Williamson. Secretary: Mr. William Gillies.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON IMPERIAL QUESTIONS: Sir John Maynard (Chairman), Mr. Leonard
S. Woolf (Secretary).

The Advisory Committee has met regularly during the year and has sent forward memoranda
for consideration and appropriate action by the National Executive Committee, including the
following subjects: "The Position in the West Indies"; "The Colonial Office and the Colonial
Services"; "India"; "Abyssinia-Ethiopia"; "The Italian Colonies."

INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS

The closest relations continue to be maintained by the International Department and members
of the International Sub-Committee with representative members of the Continental Labour
and Socialist Parties at present in this country. The members of the International Sub-Committee
have informal, confidential, but regular meetings to receive reports and discuss current problems,
month by month, with representative Socialists belonging to the Parties from the countries united
with us in war, under the chairmanship of Mr. George Dallas; and also, under the chairmanship
of Mr. Camille Huysmans, with representative Socialists belonging to all Parties and countries
now in London accepting the Democratic and Socialist principles of the Labour and Socialist
International. Twenty-three such meetings have been held during the year. A very valuable
memorandum on Relief and Supplies for Occupied Europe after the Cessation of Hostilities was
prepared by the Allied Socialist Group, for the guidance of the National Executive Committee.

The International Supplement to the Labour Press Service, which serves as a medium of
communication between the representatives of the Labour and Socialist Parties in the Occupied
Territories at present in this country and the British Labour Movement, has appeared regularly
throughout the year.

The panel of English-speaking representative comrades belonging to the Socialist and
Trade Union Movements of the Occupied Territories, which was drawn up last year by the
Department, has been widely used and has been very successful. Over 500 well-attended
meetings, arranged by the Organisation Department and addressed by Continental comrades,
have been held throughout the year. Valuable opportunities have thus been given for Party
members and the public generally to meet and hear our allied comrades. The scheme is being
continued in view of its success and usefulness.

A series of booklets on Socialism in Other Lands, dealing separately with Belgiuin, Czecho
slovakia, France, Holland, Norway, and Poland, is in preparation.

Leon Blum before his :Judges at Riom is the title of a book now in the press, which has been
translated and edited in the Department. It contains the full text of the speech of Leon Blum,
with an introduction by Felix Gouin and a Foreword by the Rt. Hon. C. R. Attlee, M.P.

The National Executive Committee has expressed their agreement with the principle of
holding a meeting with accredited delegates representing the Dominion Labour Parties, who
have been invited to make proposals with regard to the time, place, and agenda of such a meeting.
The matter is still under consideration.

The National Executive Committee sent an appropriate message to the Co-operative
Commonwealth Federation of Canada on the occasion of their National Convention held at the
end of July, 1942.

GERMAN ATROCITIES IN POLAND AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA

After having received and considered reports and representations from Polish and Czechoslovak
friends upon the German atrocities in Poland and Czechoslovakia, the National Executive Committee,
in conjunction with the General Council of the Trades Union Congress, adopted and published
the following resolution on July 22, 1942:-

" The British Labour Movement has heard with indignation and horror of the organised
and bestial atrocities committed by Germany in Poland and Czechoslovakia. It is compelled
to state, from the facts at its disposal, that they are without precedent in their naked and sayage
cruelty and that they cast infamy on those who have perpetrated them and dishqnour upon
the nation which has acquiesced in them.

" The British Labour Movement calls upon the Governments of the United Nations
for a solemn assurance that all who have taken part in the organisation and perpetration of
these outrages, from the highest to th_e lowest, shall be brought to stern justice at the close
of the War."
This resolution was presented to Mr. Anthony Eden, the Foreign Secretary, and to Mr. John

Winant, the American Ambassador, on August 24, 1942,. by a joint deputation composed of
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George Dallas, James Walker, M.P., T. Williamson, F. J. Burrows, and William Gillies, for the
National Executive Committee of the Labour Party; and Sir Walter Citrine, for the General
Council of the Trades U~ion Congress.

Mr. Eden stated that the Government was in full sympathy with the resolution, and referred
to the Prime Minister's statement that" retribution for these crimes must henceforth take place
among the major purposeS of the War," and to his own statement in the House of Commons
that acts such as the destruction 'of Lidice will not be forgotten when the time comes to settle
accounts with _their perpetrators.

The statements of our Polish and Czechoslo~ak comrades, together with the resolution,
were circulated throughout the Labour Movement, and National Executives of Trade Unions
and other Executive Committees were requested to pass an identical or similar resolution of
protest and forward it to our Foreign Secretary and to the American Ambass'ador. ,

On September 2, 1942, a public International Meeting of Protest against these atrocities
was held at Caxton Hall, London, under the auspices of the National Executive Committee.
Mr. A. J. Dobbs (Chairman of the National Executive Committee) presided. Addresses were
also given by Jan Masaryk (Foreign Minister in the Czechoslovak Government); and by
Comrades Szmul Zygielbojm and Adam Ciolkosz (National Council of the Republic of Poland) ;
Dr. Arne Ording (Norwegian Foreign Office); Andre Philip (National Commissioner of the
Interior and Labour of Fighting France); Miss Mary Sutherland (Chief Woman Officer of the
British Labour Party); and the Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P. (Secretary of State for
Home Affairs and Home Security). Jaromir Necas (formerly Minister of Economic Reconstruction
in the Czechoslovak Government) and Jan Kwapinski (Minister of Industry, Commerce, and
Navigation in the Polish Government) were Vice-Chairman. The texts of all the speeches were
published in pamphlet form by our Polish comrades.

THE GERMAN PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS

Having regard to the continued, intensified, and criminal persecution of the Jews, a Depu
tation consisting of Messrs. George Dallas, Harold Clay, James Walker, lVLP., T. Williamson,
William Gillies, and J. S. Middleton, which met the Foreign Secretary on December 4, 1942,
examined the problem with him in all its aspects. They were informed of the steps being taken
by the British Government to secure a United Nations policy.

On December 15, 1942, the National Executive Committee adopted and published the
following resolution:-

" The British Labour Party appeals to the conscience of civilised mankind to arise in
passionate protest against the bloodiest crime in history now being enacted on the European
stage by and under the orders of.the German Government, with the complicity of their Allies.

" The homes of men and women of the Jewish faith are being broken up, their families
scattered, deported, taken in enslavement, driven to death by cold and hunger, tortured, and
murdered with calculated, scientific, and pitiless savagery. ,

" There is ample evidence that this crime has 'been methodically organised, and is being
carried out with such persistence and thoroughness that within a short time the Jewish people,
within the frontiers of the New German Order in Europe, will have been exterminated.

" This unparalleled and stupendous act of barbarism will always be associated in history
with the name of modern Germany.

" We appeal to the Governments of the United Nations, and of the nations who are still
Neutral, and to their Parliaments, to make a solemn and memorable protest in the name of
Humanity. We appeal to Germany's Allies to refuse further complicity in this monstrous
policy. And we appeal to those who still have power and influence in Europe at least to
make an effort to save the children."
On January 27, 1943, the National Executive Committee passed another resolution welcoming

the statement made in the House of Commons by the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Attlee, on
January 19, 1943, that His Majesty's Government were engaged in consultations with the

. other Governments most immediately concerned, with a view to seeing what further measures
,of rescue and relief it is possible to take, as soon as possible, to assist Jewish refugees from
German-occupied Territory wh~make their way to countries beyond German control. The
Committee expressed the hope that the necessary measures will be speedily undertaken with the
minimum of delay, the maximum of co-operation, and the maximum of effectiveness.

The National Council of Labour also gave the subject its most earnest consideration and,
on January 28, 1943, it indicated its general support for any practical proposals for providing
asylum for members of the oppressed Jewish community whom it may be possible to rescue
from their present dangers.

THE SITUATION IN INDIA

The Joint Committee on India (consisting of the India Committee of the Parliamentary Party,
and the International Sub-Committee of the National Executive Committee) held several meetings
and continued their study of the constitutional problem in the light of the proposals communicated
through Sir Stafford Cripps, the situation which had developed from their rejection, and the causes
of their rejection, and submitted a Report to the National Executive Committee, Grave develop
ments threatened and, finally, upon their recommendation, the National Executive Committee of
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by the British Government to secure a United Nations policy.
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following resolurion :-

" The British Labour Party appeals to the conscience of civilised mankind to arise in
passionate protest against the bloodiest crime in history now being enacted on the European
stage by and under the orders of the Gennan Government, with the complicity of their Allies.

" The homes of men and women of the jewish faith are being broken up, their families
scattered, deported, taken in enslavement, driven to death by cold and hunger, tortured, and
murdered with calculated, sdentific, and pitiless savagery.

.. There is ample cvidence that this crime Ius been methodically organised, and is being
carried out with such persistence and thoroughness that within a short time the Jewish people,
within the frontiers of the New Gennan Order in Europe, will have been exterminated.

" This unparalleled and stupendous act of barbarism will always be associated in history
with the name of modern Gennany.

"We appeal to the Governments of the United Nations, and of the nations who are still
Neutral, and to their Parliaments, to make a solemn and memorable protest in the name of
Humanity. \Ve appeal to Germany's Allies to refuse further complicity in this monstrous
policy. And we appeal to those who still have power and influence in Europe at least to
make an effort to save the children."
On January 27, 1943, the National Executive Committee passed another resolution welcoming

the statement made in the House of Commons by the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Attlee, on
January 19, U)43, that His Majesty's Government were engaged in consultations with the
other Governments most immediately concerned, with a view to seeing what funher measures
of rescuc and relief it is possible to take, as soon as possible, to assist jt:wish refugees from
German-occupied Territory who...make their way to countries beyond GennRn control. The
Committee expressed the hope that the necessary measurcs will be speedily undertaken with the
minimum of delay, the maximum of co-operation, and the maximum of effectiveness.

The National Council of Labour also gave the subject its most earnest consideration and,
on January 28, 1043, it indicated its general support for any practical proposals for providing
asylum for members of the oppressed Jewish community whom it may be possible to rescue
from their present dangers.

THE SITUATION IN INDIA

The Joint Committee on India (consisting of the India Committee of the Parliamentary Party
and the International Sub-Committee of the National Executive Committee) held several meetings
and continued their study of the constitutional problem in the light of the proposals communicated
throulfh Sir Stafford Cripps, the situation which had dcveloped from their rejection, and the CllUSeJ

of their rejection, and submitted a Report to the Nationsl Executive Committee, Grave develop
menta threatened and, finally, upon their recommendation, the National Executive Committee of
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the Party and the General Council, of the Trades Union Congress adopted and published the
following Declaration upon the Situation in India on August 12, 1942, which embodies the text of
a Resolution passed by the National Executive Committee on July 22, 1942:-

LABOUR'S DECLARATION ON INDIA

"'The British Labour Party and Trades Union Congress have given further consideration,
in the present tragic circumstances, to the problem of India. In the light of Labour's declarations
of policy in favour of Indian self-government, the recent ' Cripps' discussions, the subsequent
pronouncements of Indian Parties and leaders, and the grave perils which now threaten India
as a result of Japanese aggression in Asia and throughout the Pacific, we feel it necessary to make
an earnest appeal to the Indian peoples.

" We recall, in particular, the consistency, throughout many years, of Labour's considered
view, reaffirmed at the Annual Party. Conference in May, as to the right of the Indian peoples
to d.ecide their own destiny, , now explicitly recognised by the British Government and Parliament,'
and the unanimous call of the Conference to the British Government and the peoples of India
to make a further effort to reach a rapid and satisfactory settlement.

" The Labour Movement believes that the establishment of a free India in the post-war world
is secure, and is not endangered by any possibility of evasion or procrastination by the British
Government.

" The world knows that there is now agreement on the principle-Indian freedom. This is
a mighty historic achievement. It is clear' that not merely Indian freedom, but the freedom of
the whole world 'will be endangered, perhaps destroyed, unless the United Nations are victorious.
But the war effort of India may make all the difference between victory and defeat in what is India's
battle as much as it is that of Great Britain, the Dominions, China, Russia, the U.S.A., and the
other United Nations. We urge the Indian communities to see the matter from this angle; for
the Labour Movement is confident that if they could be so persuaded, apart altogether from
India's right to self-government which is now clearly recognised, they would have vindicated
their claim to a position of equality as a free warld State in the post-war wprld.

" It is in the light of these considerations that the Labour Movement has been bound to
consider recent unhappy events in India. The National Executive Comrhittee of the Labour
Party, on July 22, had already resolved :-

'The British Labour Party, anxious to promote the well-being of the Indian peoples
and their aspirations for self-government, reaffirms its call to them, made at its Annual
Conference, "to make a further effort to reach a rapid and satisfactory settlement" in
conjunction with the British Government. It therefore regards with grave apprehension
the possibility of a Civil Disobedience movement in India and its effect on the efforts of the
United Nations now engaged in a desperate struggle to preserve and extend world freedom.
Such a movement, die very contemplation of which is a proof of political irresponsibility,
might imperil the fate of all freedom-loving peoples and thereby destroy all hopes of
Indian 'freedom.'

"The Labour Movement is compelled to regard the present attempt to organise a Civil
Disobedience movement' in India as certain to injure seriously the hope of Indian freedom, for
such a movement must add heavily to the present burdens and anxieties of the leaders of the
United Nations, and give encouragement and comfort to the common enemy. The Labour
Movement therefore considers that the action of the Government of India in detaining leaders
of Congress was a timely and unavoidable precaution.

" The Labour Movement, at the same time, looks with confidence to the British Government
not to approve any action which would unnecessarily embitter the present troubles. It urges
the Government to make clear that on the abandonment of Civil Disobedience it would be ready
to resume free and friendly discussions with a view to safeguarding and implementing the principles
of Indian self-government already proclaimed by the British Government and endorsed by the
British Parliament, and securing the wholehearted support of India in the common effort of the
United Nations to win freedom for alL" .

GREECE

On October 28, 1942, the National Executive Committee issued the following re_solution :-

" On the anniversary of the unprovoked and aggressive attack on Greece by Italy, the
National Executive Committee of the Labour Party desires to send a Message of hope and
encouragement to the peoples of that heroic country and those of her nationals who have
found asylum in Great Britain. The magnificent defence made, by her small army for nearly
six months, which almost resulted in the defeat of the Italian forces, was only stemmed by
the help 'brought to the Fascists by the might of the German military machine.. The
restoration of the freedom of Greece and her place as an independent democratic Power
are amongst the aims of the United Nations and will be assured by their victory. The
continued resistance in Greece by the perse'Yuted and suffering population, as well as the
presence of Greek soldiers in Egypt, indicate a determination to fight until victory is secured.
The National Executive Committee of the Labour Party is confident that the Greek people
will march with their Allies until the German and Italian aggressors are overthrown."
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OUR POLISH COMRADES
The National Executive Committee, in their Report to the Bournemouth Conference, 1940,

expressed their deep concern for the personal security of our Polish Socialist and Trade Union
comrades (including Heinrich Ehrlich and Victor Alter) who were left behind in the territory
occupied by the U.S.S.R. as a result of its military operations, and described their failure to
obtain any assurances with regard to their freedom and safety, or to ascertain the facts of their
whereabouts and, present position.

In accordance with the assurances given to the last Annual Conference, enquiries and
reptesentations continued to be made in responsible circles with regard to Heinrich Ehrlich and
Victor Alter. On March 1, 1943, the following letter was addressed to His Excellency M. Ivan
Maisky, Ambassador of the U.S.S.R. in Great Britain:-

Dear Ambassador,
The National Executive Committee of the Party have always been disturbed by the

re-arrest in Kuibyshev early in December, 1941, of Heinrich Ehrlich and Victor Alter,
leaders of the Jewish Labour Party Bund, of Poland, and as you may remember, this anxiety
was expressed publicly at the last Annual Party Conference.

As you are aware, these two men are our political friends, and personal friends to many
of us. They were members of the Executive Committee of the Labour and Socialist
International, and Alter was also a member of the Executive Committee of the International
Federation of Trade Unions.

I was instructed recently by our National Executive Committee to ask you to convey
to your Government our earnest wish that they should be immediately released, and even
permitted to come to this country and help us in our struggle against the common enemy.

I understand that there is alarming news in the United States Press to the effect that these
friends of ours are, in fact, no longer alive. I urgently beg you to give my Executive Committee
the latest and most reliable informat~on.

J. S. MIDDLETON, Secretary.

The following reply, dated March 30, 1943, was received from the Soviet Ambassador:-
Dear Mr. Middleton, .

On receipt. of your letter of the 1st March, I made enquiries on the matter you raised,
and have recently received the following information from the Soviet authorities :-

For active subversive work against the Soviet Union and assistance to Polish Intdligence'
organs on the territory of the U.S.S.R., Alter and Ehrlich were sentenced to capital punishment
in August, 1941. At the request of the Polish Government, Alter and Ehrlich were released
in September, 1941.

However, after they were set free and at a time of the most desperate battles by Soviet
troops against the advancing Hitlerite army, they resumed their hostile activities, including
appeals to Soviet troops to stop the bloodshed an<;l immediately conclude a peace with Germany.
For this they were again arrested and, in December, 1942, sentenced once more to capital
punishment by the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court.

The sentences were carried out in regard to both of them.
(Signed) 1. MAISKY,

Ambassador of the U.S.S.R. in Great Britain.

Henrich Ehrlich, born in Lublin, Poland, 1882, was Chairman of the Revolutionary Students'
Organisation at the age of 20. He was arrested by the Czarist Police in 1902, 1904, 1909
(when he was exiled from Russia), and again (upon his return) in 1911, for belonging to the
revolutionary and "subversive" General Jewish Workers' Union, the Bund. He was the
representative of the Bund in the Czarist Duma, and, ,after the Revolution, was elected a member
of the Central Executive Committee of the Russian Council of Workmen's and Soldiers' Deputies.
He visited this country in 1917 as one of their four representatives to organise an International
Socialist Congress at Stockholm, and conferred with the National Executive Committee of the
Party, and, in Paris, with the Executive of the French Socialist Party.

Victor Alter, born in Mlava, Poland, 1890, like his colleague, was a gifted journalist, editor,
"and author, and also an economist. He joined the Bund in 1905, and soon became a member
of the Central Executive Committee. Both comrades represented the Bund on the Executive
Committee of the Labour and Socialist International.

Their Polish Party comrades in London declare that, after their release from prison in
September, 1941, the Soviet authorities assured Alter and Ehrlich that the action taken against
them had been a mistake and made due apologies; that they possess documentary proof, for the
period after release, that Ehrlich and Alter devoted their energy and attention, in full agreement
with representatives of the Soviet Government, to activities which were the very opposite of those
with which they were subsequently charged; and that, in the circumstances under which they
lived, Alter and Ehrlich had not even the opportunity to make any appeals to the Red Army.

The members of the Polish Socialist Party now in Britain declare that" Thanks to their work,
and under their leadership, the solidarity of all working people of Poland grew and developed into
a living body without distinction of origin, religion, or nationality.... We have known these
two comrades. They have been in the same ranks with us for years; they shared with us for
decades our sufferings and sorrows. . . . The mua that is being thrown at them by some people
will never reach them ! "

".
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DELEGATION TO RUSSIA
At the last Annual Conference, Mr. I{arold Laski made a statement on behalf of the National

Executive Committee (Official Report, page 164) in which he said that the Committee proposed
to send a Delegation from the Labour Party to the Soviet Union for the establishment of
a permanent basis of friendship with the U.S.S.R.

The Committee realises that the fulfilment of this purpose is of the utmost importance for
that secure peace and progress in well-being in the post-war world with which all the hopes and
interests of the workers are bound up. This matter, therefore, has received careful and continuous
attention, and the appropriate consultations have been undertaken. The necessity of the
Delegation remains outstanding, but not less urgent is the question of the suitable moment.
Granted the military position, the National Executive does not feel that this moment has yet come,
not least since the energies of the Soviet authorities are fully engaged by the heroic and immense
battles in which their armed forces are fighting so s1Jperbly. The Committee, however, will not
fail to keep the matter prominently in mind.

The Committee renews its assurance to the Conference that, at the-earliest moment when the
situation seems favourable, it will undertake the necessary arrangements to carry out the pledge
given to the Annual Conference in 1942.

RESEARCH DEPARTMENT
Secretary: Mr. MORGAN PHILLIPS.

POLICY
POLICY SUB-COMMITTEE (1942-1943): Rt. Hon. Hugh Dalton, M.P. (Chairman), Rt.

Hon. C. R. Attlee, M.P., Miss Alice Bacon, Mr. Harold Clay, Mr. George Dallas, Mr. A. J. Dobbs,
Mr. H. Earnshaw, Mrs. Barbara Ayrton Gould, Mr. Harold J. Laski, Mr. George Ridley, M.P.,
Mr. E. Shinwell, M.P., Mr. James Walker, M.P., with Mr. Morgan Phillips (Secretary).

" BLITZED" AREAS CONFERENCE
A Special Conference of Representatives of Labour Groups in " Blitzed" Areas, which was

attended by 79 delegates, was held in London on August 29 and 30, 1942. Mr. A. J. Dobbs
presided and addresses were given by the Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P., and Mr. George
Hicks, M.P., and films on the subject of Planning were shown.

The Conference made a preliminary survey of the current difficulties of Local Authorities,
and the machinery necessary for the effective replanning of " blitzed" areas. Stress was laid
upon the necessity for effective Central and Regional Planning Authorities; the need to deal
positively with the siting of industry with a' view to securing diversification in large centres;
housing, both temporary and permanent; the control of building labour, material, and prices;
land ownership, control and compensation-; financial responsibility for reconstruction, and the
machinery of Local Government.

A report of the proceedings was prepared by the Research Department and circulated to
the delegates to assist them at their own Group meetings.

YOUTH
Dis~ussions were convened between the Policy Committee and a number of members of

the Party actively associated with Service of Youth Committees, and others who had played a
prominent part in the Labour League of Youth, for the purpose of considering ways and means
of attracting youth into the Party, and of further developing communal facilities for recreation,
leisure, and culture. A special Local Government Bulletin on the "Service of Youth" was
circulated to Labour Groups throughout the country, and a resolution prepared for consideration
at the 1943 Annual Conference.

SERVICES SUB-COMMITTEE
A Sub-Committee con~isting of Mr. J. Griffiths, M.P. (Chairman), Mrs. J. L. Adamson,

M.P., Ald. W. Dobbie, M.P., Mr. A. J. Dobbs, Mr. J. J. Lawson, M.P., Mr. George Ridley, M.P.,
Mr. T. Williamson, Mr. Morgan Phillips (Secretary), was appointed by the National Executive
Committee to review the resolutions approved by the 1942 Annual Conference on Servicemen's
Pay, Dependants' Allowances, Service Pensions, and the Personal Injuries (Civilians) Scheme.

- The Sub-Committee had consultations with the Services Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary
Labour Party, which has been actively concerned in securing improvements in Service Pay,
Pensions, and Allowances.

A member of the Sub-Committee, Mr. George Ridley, M.P., served upon the Select Committee
on Equal Compensation, which published its report on February 13, 1943. Subsequently the
Government announced that injury allowances and disablement pensions paid under the Personal
Injuries (Civilians) Scheme will be the same for men and women, whether gainfully occupied or
not. This principle has also been extended to the disability pensions payable to the basic grades
in the Women's Auxiliary Services and the Merchant Navy.

Pensions Tribunals. The Sub-Committee also undertook a detailed examination of the
Pension Appeal Tribunal procedure which operated under the Acts of 1919, 1920, 1921, when
Tribunals were established by the Lord Chancellor independent of the Ministry of Pensions.
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The Sub-Conunittee had consultations with the Services Sub-CommiTTee of the Parliamentary
Labour Party, which has been actively concerned in securing improvements in Service Pay,
Pensions, and Allowances.

A member of the Sub-Committee, Mr. George Ridley, M.P., served upon the Select Commiuee
on Equal Compensation, which published its report on Febtuary 13, 1943. Subsequently the
Government announced that injury allowances and disablement pensions paid under the Personal
lnjuries (Civilians) Scheme will be the same for men and women, whether gainfully occupied or
not. This principle has also been extended to the disability pensions paY3ble to the basic grades
in the Women's Auxiliary Services and the Merchant Navy.

Pensions Trib,mals. The Sub-Committee also undertook a detailed examination of the
Pension Appeal Tribunal procedure which operated under the Acts of 1919, l\l20, I!)21, when
Tribunals were established by the Lord Chancellor independent of tbe Ministry of Pensions.
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The Sub-Committee strongly recommended the establishment of similar Tribunals and suggested
a number of desirable improvements on the basis of the principle of " fit for service, fit for pension."

It has since been. announced on behalf of the Government that independent Appeal Tribunals
are to be set up to deal with cases of men and women affected by the present war.

POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION PROBLEMS
The membership of the Central Committe~ on Reconstruction Problems, which was set up

in 1941, is now as follows :-

Mr. E. Shinwell, M.P. (Chairman), Rt. Hon. C. R. Attlee, M.P., Miss Alice Bacon,
Mr. John Brown, Mr. H. Bullock, Mr. G. Chester, Mr. Harold Clay, Mr. George Dallas, Rt.
Hon. Hugh Dalton, M.P., Mr. A. J. Dobbs, Mr. H. Earnshaw, Mrs. Barbara Ayrton Gould,
Mr. Walter H. Green, M.P., Rt. Hon. Arthur Greenwood, M.P., Mr. James Griffiths, M.P.,
Mr. A. S. Moody, Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P., Mr. Philip J. Noel-Baker, M.P., Mr.
George Ridley, IVLP., Miss Eleanor Stewart, Mr. James Walker, M.P., Miss Ellen Wilkinson,
M.P., Mr. T. Williamson, with Mr. Harold J. Laski (Secretary).

Frequent meetings of the following Sub-Committees have been held during the past year,
and many reports have been prepared for the consider~tion of the Central Committee.

MACHINERY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT:

Chairman: Mr. A. J. Dobbs; Secretary:. Mr. Morgan Phillips.
Provisional proposals for the reorganisation of Local Government were printed and circulated

to all Labour Groups throughout the country, together with an invitation to submit their comments
for the information and guidance of the Committee. Consultations were then held. with repre
sentatives of Labour Groups and Parties responsible for L6cal Government electoral policy, in
Manchester, Leeds, Eastleigh, Accrington, Sheffield, Liverpool, Norwich, Cardiff, Newport,
Ipswich, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Newcastle, MiJdlesbrough, Nottingham, Wrexham, Plymouth,
Bristol, Hull, Reading, Swansea, Birmingham, Bangor, Derby, Gloucester, Dundee and Aberdeen.

As a result of these consultations, the Committee has' prepared its final report entitled " THE
FuTURE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT," which has been circulated for the approval of the Annual
Conference. A resolution on the subject appears on the Agenda.

PUBLIC HEALTH:

Chairman: Dr. Somerville Hastings, L.C.C.; Secretary: Mrs. Joan S. Clarke.
The report of the Sub-Committee entitled " A NATIONAL SERVICE FOR HEALTH" has been

circulated for the approval of the Annual Conference. It deals with the present unplanned and
inadequate structure of the nation's Health Services, and proceeds ti outline a State Medical
Service, in which all Health Services would be co-o.rdinated.

A resolution on the subject appears on the Agenda.

HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING:

Chairman: Mr. Lewis Silkin, L.C.C., M.P.; Secretary: Mrs. E. McAllister.
A report on " HOUSING AND' PLANNING AFTER THE WAR" has been issued for the approval of

the Annual Conference. It deals with such problems as the " blitzed" areas, the uncontrolled
growth of large towns, the location of industry, ribbon development, congested areas, etc. It
reviews the proposals of the Uthwatt Committee on Compensation and Betterment, and outlines
a lang and short term Housing Programme.

A resolution on the subject appears on the Agenda.

POST-WAR FINANCE':

Chairman: Rt. Hon. Hugh Dalton, M.P.; Secretary: Mr. Morgan Phillips.
Detailed consideration has been given to the finance of full employment, War-time and

Post-War controls, foreign exchange control, Company Act reform, the future of. the Stock
Exchange, Post-War financial policy, and the financial implications 'of the recommendations of
the various Reconstruction Sub-Committees.

COAL AND POWER:

Chairman: Mr. Sam Watson; Secretary: Mr.. Morgan Phillips.
Detailed plans for the future administrative structure of the Coal and Power Industr ies

based on public ownership and control, have been prepared. A scheme for fuel research and'
research development under a national organisation has been worked out for the utilisation of fuel
in its natural state, the treatment of coal for the production of other forms of fuel, with the recovery
of by-products; miners' health, safety, and welfare; methods of working; underground transport,
etc.

In connection with the utilisation of coal, the Committee has approved a plan by which coal
would be prepared at the pit head, or at central plants, in forms to suit consumers' needs. This
would involve the elimination of impurities' from coal; the subdivision of coal into three main
types: dust, bright, and dull coal; and a rational system of coal grading.

Consultations are now in progress with the Mineworkers' Federation of Great Britain.
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LAND AND AGRICULTURAL REORGANISATION:

Chairman: Mr. George Dallas; Secretary: Mr. Morg~n Phillips.

The Sub-Committee 'has given detailed consideration to the necessity for co-ordinating the
Ministries, of Agriculture and Food; the development of agricultural policy to satisfy the full
nutritional requirements and the secondary dietary considerations of the people of this country;
planned marketing; and the public ownership of agricultural land. \

The report of the Sub-Committee is now ~ course of preparation.

EDUCATION:

Ch~irman: Mr. Harold Clay; Secretary: Mrs. Barbara Drake.

Members of the Sub-Committee waited upon the Pre~ident of the Board of Education'
(Rt. Hon. R. A. Butler, M.P.) on February 25, 1943, to discuss the proposed Education Bill, and to
emphasise the minimum educational requirements acceptable to the Labour Movement. The
deputation urged the President to make provision for :-

(1) The raising of the school leaving age to 15 years immediately after the War, and to
16 years within three years.

(2) Schools for all children over 11 to be brought'under a common code of regulations for
secondary schools. A new type of multilateral school should be developed.

(3) The maximum size of classes to be brought down to 30.
(4) Public and other schools not at present grant-aided should be brought into the general

educational system.
(5) Local Education Authorities should be required to develop nursery infant schools for

the age group 2 to 7, and to provide nursery classes for children between 2 to 5.
(6) Medical and' dental inspection and trea'tment to be made compulsory for all children,

including those under 5 not attending school, and all fees or charges to parents for such
treatrpent, including spectacles, surgical appliances, etc., to be abolished.

(7) Junior Colleges for part-time continued education for young people from 16 to 18 to be
established, and daytime attendance equivalent of a minimum of two daY6 a week to '
be compulsory on all those no longer attending school, whether in employment or not,
with a correspoI;lding obligation' on employers to release them.

(8) Minimum standards of juvenile employment should be laid down and enforced by the
Education Authorities.

(9) The Authorities should provide school accessories, including sports requisites, footwear,
and clothing, where necessary; also free transport.

(10) There should be a single type of Education Authority for all primary and secondaty
education, as well as various forms of further education and their ancillary services.

(11) The Board of Education should take over the educational functions exercised by other
Departments, including nursery education in all its forms, and agricultural education.

(12) Fees in maintained and aided schools to be abolished.
(13) A mid-day meal, free of charge, to be provided in all maintained and aided schools.
(14) The Board's grant to be calculated on a percentage basis of the expenditure of each

Local Education Authority and distributed s6 as to provide an efficient system of education
and to avoid the present inequalities between areas.

(15) Full access to all suitably qualified students to Universities and Technical Colleges,
independent of means. '

(16) The Youth Advisory Council to be adequately reinforced by members with industrial
and educational experience, to report on the Service of Youth and make recommendatioris
°for its development, with special reference to the effects of the introduction of part-time
education in Junior Colleges.

(17) Teachers' training colleges should be schools of the University, and not separate
institutions. Suitable young men and women in the Armed Forces should be encouraged
to enter the profession, and special arrangements should be made for their training.

SOCIAL INSURANCE AND AsSISTANCE, FAMILY ALLOWANCES, ETC. : ,

. Chairman: Mrs. Barbara Ayrton Gould; Secretary: Mr. Morgan Phillips.

The Sub-Committee welcomed the publication of the Beveridge Report and accepted the
general principles contained therein. It has participated in joint meetings with the Social
Insurance Sub-Committees of the Trades Union Congress and the Co-operative Union in a
·detailed examinati(:m of the plan, and has suggesteq a number of desirable improvements.

.sOCIAL AND ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION:

Chairman: Mr. E. Shinwell, M.P.; Secretary: Mr. Harold J. Laski.

A detailed examination has been made of the existing Government controls, particularly in
the steel, cement, non-ferrous metals, wool, cotton, chemicals and fertilisers, and paper industries,
-with a view to determining the most desirable form of control for operation in the immediate
Post-War years to maintain full employment and planned production.

Active consideration has also been given to the machinery of planning and the principles
'Which should govern the process of demobilisation.
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MACHINERY OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT:

Chairman: Mr. A. J. Dobbs; Secretary: Mr. Morgan Phillips.
The Sub-Committee has reviewed existing Parliamentary procedure and is giving consideration

to the changes necessary to speed the procedure of the HOl,lse of Commons for the passage of
Bills. An examination is also being made of the electoral system, with particular reference to
the possibilities of an immediate Post-.War General Election.

When the investigations of the Sub-Committee are complete, a full report will be circulated
to the Movement.' "

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH:
Chairman: Mr. Harold J. Laski; Secretary: Mr. Morgan Phillips.
The full development of the new world largely depends upon scientific discovery, and arrange

ments must be made for the adequate endowment of scientific research,. both pure and applied.
With this object in view, the Sub-Committee is reviewing:-

(a) The technical possibilities of improving existing "industry if taken over by the State,
and of creating new industries, under social· ownership, to take advantage of new
discoveries. "

(b) The limitations of private enterprise in making full use of the fruit of State-subsidised
research. '

(c) New fields of research which the State might initiate and subsidise as a basis of long-term
social policy.

TRANSPORT:
Chairman: Mr. E. Shinwell, M.P.; Secretary: Mr. John Nairn. .
The four Sub-Committees appointed to deal with (1) Railways, (2) Civil Aviation, (3) Ports,

Shipping, and Inland Waterways, (4) Road Transport, have now concluded their preliminary
reports, and these are being reviewed with a view to being incorporated into a comprehensive
statement of the Party's transport policy.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS:
Chairr'lan: Mr. George Dallas; Secretary: Mr. Leonard Woolf.
Colonial Policy: A report, entitled" THE COLONIES," has been published, price 3d., post free.
Relief and Rehabilitation: This subject in respect of its application to Europe after the War

has been under detailed consideration and a resolution has been placed on the Annual Conference
Agenda.

International Organisation: Much preliminary work has been done in determining the general
principles of the type of structure necessary for the political and economic organisations essential
in the Post-War world to achieve prosperity and maintain peace. When the investigations are
completed, the final report of the Sub-Committee will be published.

DEPARTMENTAL WORK
The staff of the Research Department has been augmented by the appointment of Mr. W.

Arnold-Forster in February, 1943, as temporary research assistant.
Apart from the administrative work of the Policy Committee, the Reconstruction Committees,

the Services Sub-Committee of the National Executive Committee, and the National Council
of Labour Sub-Committees on Coal and Transport, together with the preparation of memoranda
for their guidance, and the publication of reports, the Research Department continues to keep
records of information and statistics, to deal with day to day queries, and to issue other publications
on matters of immediilte interest.

INFORMATION
Individual queries have covered a wide range and have amounted to 2,000 during the year.

They lildve been mainly concerned with the following subjects: Allotments, Army Allowances,
Pensions: Army and Civil, Compensation, Education, Emergency Committees, Fire Guard
Regulations, Home Guard, Home Helps, National Service, War Damage, Shelters, Particulars of
Shareholders in Joint Stock Companies, Formation of Local Information Bureaux, Local
Government Regulations, Bye-Laws, Interpretation of Bye-Laws, Rent Restriction, etc.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Thanks" are due to Party Correspondents on Local Authorities and other friends for the

assistance they have given from time to time in the compilation of necessary information on the
local organis"ation of youth, the treatment meted out to victims of air-raid damage, and other
matters.

PUBLICATIONS
The Labour Party Bulletin is issued at Id. per copy monthly, as a guide to individual members

of the Party and other kindred organisations on Government Orders, legislation, Local Government,
etc. The December issue was devoted entirely to a summary of the Beveridge Report, and has
beert in great demand. Many appreciative comments on the Bulletin have been received from
various Trade Unions and Parties throughout the year.

The Bulletin Guide to War Pensions, Grants, and Allowances (price 2d.), was compiled to
meet the continuous demand for information on the subject matters dealt with.

A set of Speakers' Notes on the Beveridge Report was prepared for the information of Party
speakers at Conferences held to discuss the Beveridge plan, and have since been published in
pamphlet form entitled" Beveridge Report: Summary of Principles and Proposals" (price 2d'.,
post free).
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PRESS AND PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT
Secretary: ,Mr. W. W. HENDEllilON.

PRESS, PUBLICITY AND CAMPAIGN SUB-COMMITTEE (1942-43): Mrs. Barbara Ayrton Gould
(Chairman), Rt. Hon. C. R. Attlee, M.P., Mrs. J. L. Adamson, M.P., Mr. A. J. Dobbs, Mr. Harold
J. Laski, Mr. A. S. Moody, Mr. Philip J. Noel-Baker, M.P., Mr. R. Openshaw, Mr. George Ridley,
M.P., Mr. T. Williamson, with Mr. W. W. Henderson (Secretary).

PUBLICATIONS
Leaflets :

" Labour's Programme" (Membership Leaflet).

" Where is the Communist Party Balance Sheet?"
" Communist Propaganda and Labour Party Facts."
"Shall Communism Smash the Labour Party?"

Pamphlets:

" Labour on the March," by Mr. George Ridley, M.P.
" India: What Now and What Next?" by Mr. George Ridley, M.P.
" Labour's Fight for the Old Folks," by the Press Department.
" Never Again I " by Rt. Hon. Arthur Greenwood, 'M.P.

" Spearhead of Humanity," by Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P.
" Square Meals and Square Deals," by Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevin, M.P.
" The Communist Party and the War," by the Press Department.

Policy Pamphlets:
" The Colonies."
" The Future of Local Government."
" Housing and Planning Mter the War."
" National Service for Health."

Diary: Labour Party Diary for 1943.
The Labour Press Service, with the International Iiupplement, has been issued regularly and

has been extensively used by Labour and Trade Union journals.
The Weekly Notes for Speakers have been issued regularly, jointly with the Trades Union

Congress. There was an increase in the number of subscribers during the year.
Special Publicity. Special literature-pamphlets, leaflets and articles-on the question of

Communist Party affiliation have been produced or issued by the Department.

THE DAILY HERALD

Thanks are due to the Editor of the Daily Herald and his staff for the invaluable publicity
service which the paper has continued to render during the past twelve months. The amount
of space devoted in the news columns to Executive Statements, Policy declarations and documents,
Party literature, Labour speeches, and Party work generally, together with editorial advocacy and
support, and frequent feature articles, have been a notable contribution of active and effective
assistance to the Party.

PRESS RELATIONS

The Department has maintained and developed its relations not only with the press of the
country, but with that of all the United Nations and of the neutral countries. A pointer to the
influence and prestige of the Labour Party is the constant interest taken in the affairs of the Party
by the London correspondents of Overseas press agencies, newspapers, and broadcasting services.
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PRESS AND PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT
Secretary; Mr. \V. W. HEXDHHSON.

PRESS, PUSI.ICITY AND CAMPAIGN SUB-COMMl'ITI!H (19-12_43): Mrs. Barbara Ayrton Gould
(Chairma>l), Re. Han. C. R. Altice, M.P., Mrs. J. L. Adamson. M.P., Mr. A. J. Dobbs, Mr. Harold
J. Laski, Mr. A. S. Moody, Mr. Philip J. Noel-Baker, M.P.• Mr. R. Openshaw, Mr. George Ridley,
M.P., Mr. T. Williamson, with Mr. \"1. W. Henderson (Secrl'ta,,').

PUBLICATIONS
Leaflets;

" Labour's Programme" (Membership Leaflet).
" 'Vhere is the Communist Party Balance Sheet?"
" Communist Propaganda and Labour Party Facts."
"Shall Communism Smash the Labour Party?"

Pamphlets ..
" Labour on the March," by Mr. George Ridlc)', M.P.
.. India: What Now and Whl'It Next? .. br Mr. George Ridley, M.P.
" Labour's Fight for the Old Folks," by the Press Department.

" Never Again I .. b~' Rt. Hon. Arthur Greenwood, M.P.
" Spearhead of Humanity," by Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P.
" Square Meals and Square Deals," by Rt. Hon. Ernest Be"in, M.P.
"The Communist Party and the War," by the Press Department.

Policy Pomphlets :
"The Colonies."
" The Future of Local Government."
" Housing and Planning After the War."

" National Service for Health."

Diary: Labour Party Diary for 1943.
The Labour Press Service, with the in/ernatioJlal Supplel1leJll, has been issued regularly and

has been extensively used by Labour and Trade Union journals.
The Weekly Notes for Speakers have been issued regularly, jointly with the Trades Union

Congress. There was an increase in the number of subscribers during the year.
Special Publicity. Special literature-pamphlets, leaflets and articles..-on the question of

Communist Party affiliation have been produced or issued by the Department.

THE DAILY HERALD

Thanks are due to the Editor of the Daily Herald and his staff for the invaluable publicity
service which the paper has continued to render during the past twelve months. The amount
of space devoted in the news colwnns to Executive Statements, Policy declarations and documents,
Party literature, Labour speeches, and Party work generally, together with editorial advocacy and
support, and frequent feature articles, have been a notable contribution of active and effective
assistance to the Party.

PRESS REJ~'\TIONS

The Department has maintained and developl-od its relations not only with the press of the
country, but with that of all the United Nations and of the neutral countries. A pointer to the
influence and prestige of the Labour Party is the constant inten~st taken in the affairs of the Party
by the London correspondents of Overseas press agencies, newspapers, and broadcasting services.
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MEMBERSHIP

Constituency and Total Individual Trade Uniorzs Socialist and Co-
Central Parties Membership No. Membership operative Societies,etc. *Total

No. Men Women No. Membership Membership

1900 7 41 353,070 3 22,861 375,931
1901 21 65 455,450 2 13,861 469,311
1902 49 127 847,315 2 13,835 861,150
1903 76 165 956,025 2 13,775 969,800
1904 73 158 855,270 2 14,730 900,000
1905 73 158 904,496 2 16,784 921,280
1906 83 176 975,182 2 20,885 998,338
1907 92 181 l,b49,673 2 22,267 1,072,413
1908 133 .. 176 1,127,035 2 27,465 1,158,565
1909 155 172 1,450,648 2 30,982 1,486,308
1910 148 151 1,394,402 2 31,377 1,430,539
1911 149 141 1,501,783 2 31,404 1,539,092
1912 146 130 1,858,178 2 31,237 1,895,498
1913 158 t t 2 33,304 t

.1914 179 101 1,572,391 2 33,230 1,612,147
1915 177 111 2,053,735 2 32,828 2,093,365
1916 199 119 2,170,782 3 42,190 2,219,764
1917 239 123 2,415,383 3 47,140 2,465,131
1918 389 .. 131 2,960,409 4 52,720 3,013,129
1919 418 126 3,464,020 7 47,270 3,511,290
1920 492 122 4,317,537 5 42,270 4,359,807
1921 456 116 3,973,558 5 31,760 4,010,361
1922 482 102 3,279,276 5 31,760 3,311,036
1923 503 106 3,120,149 6 35,762 ~,155,911

1924 529 108 3,158,002 7 36,397 3,194,399
1925 549 106 3,337,635 8 36,235 3,373,870
1926 551 104 3,352,347 8 35,939 3,388,286
1927 532 97 3,238,939 6 54,676 3,293,615
1928 535 214,970 91 2,025,139 7 52,060t 2,292,169
1929 578 227,897 91 2,044,279 6 58,669t 2,3.30,845
1930 607 277,211 89 2,011,484 7 58,213t 2,346,908
1931 608 297,003 80 2,024,216 7 36,847t 2,358,066
1932 608 371,607 75 1,960,269 9 39,911 t 2,371,787
1933 .. 612 211,223 154,790 75 1,899,007 9 40,010t 2,305,030
19.34 614 222,777 158,482 72 1,857,524 8 39,707t 2,278,490
1935 614 246,401 172,910 72 1,912,924 9 45,280t 2,377,515
1936 614 250,761 179,933 73 1,968,538 9 45,125t 2,444,357
1937 614 258,060 189,090 70 2,037,071 8 43,451t 2,527,672
1\138 614 250,705 178,121 70 2,158,076 9 43,384t 2,630,286
1939 614 239,978 168,866 72 2,214,070 6 40,153t 2,663,067
1940 614 175,606 128,518 73 2,226,575 6 40,464t 2,571,163
1941 585 129,909 96,713 68 2,230,728 6 28,108t 2,485,458
1942 581 123,101 95,682 69 2,206,209 6 28, 940t 2,453,392

~, The totals to 1917 in this column include the membership of the Co-operative and Women's
Labour League affiliations, in addition to those of the Trade Unions and Socialist Societies.

t Owing to the operation of the Osborne Judgment it was made impossible to compile member-
ship statistics for 1913.

t The Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society, t-hrough its Political. Purposes Committee, con-
.tinues its affiliations with the Party, and its membership is included in these totals.
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MEMBERSHIP

Comtituetlf;y and TOlall"dividlUJl Trade UmofU Soaalut and Co-
C~nlrQI Partits /l1embership No. ,l1embership oper(H",~ SociLties,dc. -Total

No. AIm Womotn No. Mcmbnship Mnnbnthip

1000 7 <I 353,0,0 3 22,801 375,931
1901 21 65 400,450 2 13,861 469,311
1902 <. ,.- 847,315 2 13,835 861,160.,
1903 70 165 956,025 2 13,775 969,800
190' 73 158 8:>5,27Q 2 106,730 000,000
1905 73 I5S 90':',496 2 Hi,iS'" 921,280
1900 83 176 975,182 2 20,885 998,338
1907 02 181 1,049,673 2 22,267 1,072,413
1908 133 176 1,127,035 2 27,465 1,158,565

190' 155 172 1,450,648 2 30,982 1,486,308
1910 148 151 1,394,402 2 31,377 1,430,539
lOll 1<' 141 1,501,783 2 31,404 1,1539,092
1012 1<' 13' 1,858,178 , 31,237 1,895,498
1013 168 t t 2 33,304 t

. HlI4. 17' 101 1,572,301 2 33,230 1,612,147
IUI5 177 III 2,053,735 2 ::12,828 2,093,305
1916 199 119 2,170,782 , 42,190 2,2HI,764
1917 23' 123 2,415,383 , 47,140 2,465,131
1918 389 131 2,960,409 • 62,720 3,013,120
HII9 418 126 3,464,020 7 47,270 3,511,290
1920 492 122 4,317,537 • 4.2,270 4,3M,S07
1921 <SO 110 3,973,558 • 31,760 4,010,361
1922 482 Jo-, 3,279,276 • 31,760 3,311,036
1923 503 106 3,120,149 0 35,762 3,155,911
1924 529 108 3,158,002 7 36,397 3,194,399
1925 54' 106 3,337,635 8 36,235 3,373,870
1926 551 104 3,352,347 8 35,939 3,388,286
1927 532 .. 3,238,939 0 54,676 3,293,616
1928 ... 214,970 91 2,025,139 7 62,0601 2,292,169
1929 m 227,897 91 2,044,279 0 68,6691 2,3.30,845
193O 507 277,211 89 2,OH,484 7 58,2131 2,346,908
1931 608 297,003 80 2,024,216 7 36,8471 2,358,066
1932 608 371,607 75 1,960,269 , 39,9111 2,371,7l:17
1933 612 211,223 154,700 75 1,899,007 , 40,0101 2,305,030
193<1- 61' 222,777 158,482 72 1,857,624 8 30,7071 2,278,400
1035 614 246,401 172,010 72 1,912,924 , 45,2801 2,377,516
10:.16 614 260,761 170,D33 73 1,968,538 , 45,1261 2,444,357
Hl37 "< 258,060 189,090 79 2,037,071 8 43,4611 2,li27,672
1U38 61' 250,705 178,121 70 2,158,076 , 43,3841 2,030,286
HI39 ". 239,018 168,866 72 2,214,070 0 40,153t 2,663,067
1940 61' 175,606 128,518 73 2,226,575 0 40,464\ 2,571,163
ID41 585 129,009 96,713 68 2,230,728 0 28,1081 2,485,458
19-12 581 J23,101 Oa,682 ., 2,206,209 0 28,9-101 2,453,392

• The totals to 1917 in this column include the mcmberUtip of the Co-operative and Women's
Labour League affiliations, in addition to those of the Trade Unions and Socialist Societies.

t Owing to the operation or the Osborne Judgment it ","115 made impossible to compile member_
ship ltatistics for 1913.

t The Ro)'al Arsenal c:o.operati\·e S<>cict)·, through its Political PUrpolIU Commiuee, con-
linuC'$ its affiliations wirh !he Pllrty, and itl m<mbenhip is included in these totals.
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PARTY FINANCE
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE: Mr. Tom Williamson (Chairman), H. P.

Bolton, Harold Clay, J. Griffiths, M.P., W. A. Robinson"M.P., E. Shinwell, M.P., James Walker,
~.P., Sam Watson, with Miss Hilda G. Finch (Secretary.)

GENERAL FUND

Receipts and Expenditure Accounts and the Balance Sheet for the year ended. December 31,
1942, together with the Auditors' Certificate, will be found on pages 56 to 65 of the Report.

Income, excluding the balance brought forward at the beginning ·of the year, amounted to
£63,191 2s. 7d., which was £709 less than the amount received during the previous year.
Expenditure amounted to £59,400 2s'. 9d.-an increase of £8,826 13s. 8d., which is accounted for
by a number of items such as expansion of Regional organisation, the extension of' Sub-
Committees, etc. '

Affiliation Fees from Trade Unions for 1942 amounted to £45,601 12s. 4d., and arrears
totalling £361 Is. 5d. have since been received. Together these amount to £45,962 13s. 9d.
a decrease from this source of £510 16s. 3d. as compared with the year 194I.

£'3,059 2s. lId. was received from Constituency Parties, Central Parties, imd Federations
for the year 1942. An additional £342 lOs. 8d. was received in advance during 1941, and so far
this year arrears amounting to £1,075 have been received-making together a total of
£4,476 13s. 7d. Individual Membership for 1942 was 218,783-a drop of 7,839 on 194I.
This comparatively small decline. can be attributed to members joining H.M. Forces and
difficulties connected with the collection of subscriptions. Tribute should be paid to the
magnificent work, often under very difficult conditions, carried on by many loyal supporters
throulZhout the country in maintaining the organisation of our Local and Divisional Parties.

L Affiliation Fees from SoCialist Societies for 1942 amounted to £23 15s. 5d., and arrears
totalling £54 2s. lId. ha·ve since been received-an increase over 1941 from this source of
£17 6s. 8d. The Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society continues its affiliation on 25,200 members.

Income to the By-Election Insurance Fund approximated to the receipts for last year,
while expenditure showed a reduction of £213. The Fund carries forward a balance on the
year of £4,665 Os. 6d.

Receipts for Literature amounted to £5,095 lIs. lId. and expenditure to £6,601 19s. Od.
This excess expenditurfi: is covered by value of stocks in hand (£2,390 15s. 3d.) and outstanding
sales accounts (£585 13s. 10d.).

As shown in the Statement of Accounts, the balances on both the General and By-Election
Insurance Fund Accounts together, at the close of the period, including £20,000 invested in
3 per cent. Savings Bonds 1960-70. amounted to £23,629 8s. 10d.-an increase of £3,7.90 19s. 10d;

THE THREEPENNY LEVY
Taking the years 1941 and 1942 together, the levy of 3d. per member, instituted to meet the

liability necessary to cover the past service of those entering the Labour Party. Agents' Super
annuation Society, realised £26,6lI 5s. 6d.; £25,010 13s. 9d. of this was received from Trade
Unions, £996 2s. lId. from Labour Parties, and £604 8s. 10d. was interest.

This has been distributed as follows: £21,256 16s. 9d. has been transferred to the Labour
Party Agents' Superannuation Society to meet the liability for past service of Agents who entered
the Society at its inception on July 1, 1941; £3,222 3s. 3d. was transferred to a Suspense Account
to meet the same liability in respect of fourteen Agents, at present employed elsewhere, who have
intimated their' desire to enter the Society in due course, and stated the number of past yea;rs of
service as Agents they wish to bring into calculation; and £2,132 5s. 6d. was transferred to
a third account for use as a Pensions Fund for those Agents who, owing to their age, were unable
to enter the Agents' Superannuation Society.

As will be seen from the Statement of Accounts, £449 of the £3,222 3s. 3d. transferred to
the Suspense Account to meet past service commitments for Agents entering after July L 1941,
has since been paid to the Trustees of the Agents' Superannuation Society in respect of members
who returned to Agency work during 1942.

Since the Accounts closed, pensions at the rate of 30s. per week have been made to two
Agents who were over 65 years of age when the Superannuation Society was instituted and who
have since retired. In arriving at the sum to be given in this way, the National Executive
Committee has consulted with the Adjustments Board. It has based the grants on the amount
the individual would have drawn for a comparable period of service had he been a subscr:ibing
member of the Society, and has also taken into account the sum at its disposal in the light of
further claims which it is expected will have to be considered.

LABOUR PARTY STAFF SUPERANNUATION SOCIETY
As briefly reported to the last Annual Conference, the first quinquennial valuation by the

Actuaries (Messrs. Bacon & Woodrow) was taken early in 1942, and the result showed a small
but satisfactory surplus of £706 on the Fund without taking into account .the increased value
of the Society'. investments over their cost. .

The death of Mr. George Lathan, J.P., M.P., who was a Trustee of the Society, robbed it
of a very good friend who had taken a deep interest both in its establishment and progress.
His fellow Trustees and the Staff take this opportunity to pay tribute to his memory. Mr. Harold
Clay has been appointed to take his place as Trustee.
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PARTY FINANCE
FINANCR ANn GENERAL PURPOSES SUn-COMlIllT'l'Ell: Me Tom Williamson (Chairman), H. P.

Bolton, Harold Clay, J. Griffiths, M.P., W. A. HobillSon, M.P., E. Shin"'ell, M.P., James Walker,
M.P., Sam Watson, with Miss Hilda G. Finch (Secretary.)

GENERAL FUND
Receipts and Expenditure Accounts and the Balance Sheet for the year ended Decemlx:r 31,

Hhl2, together with the Auditors' Certificate, will be found on pages 56 to llS of the Report.
Income, excluding the balance brought forward at the beginning.of the year, amounted to

£63,191 29. 7d., which was £709 less than the amount received during the previous year.
Expenditure amounted to £59,4.00 23: Od._ll increase of £8,8:26 13s. 8d., which is accounted for
by II nwnber of items such as expansion of Regional organisation, the extension of· Sub
Committees, etc.

Affiliation Fees from Trade Unions for 1942 amounted to £45,601 12s. old., and arrears
totalling £361 18. 5d. have since been received. Together these amount to £45,962 13s. 9J.
a del;rease from this source of £510 168. 3d. as eompared with the year 1941.

£3,059 2s. 11d. was received from Constituency Pnrties, Central Parties, and Federations
for the year 1912. An additional £342 lOs. Sd. was received in advance during 1941, and so fnr
this year arrears amounting to £1,075 have been received-making together a total of
£4,476 13s. 7d. Individual Membership for 1()42 was 218,783-a drop of 7,839 on 1941.
This comparatively small decline can be attributed to members joining H.M. Forces and
difficulties connected with the collection of subscriptions. Tribute should be paid to the
magnificent work, often under very difficult conditions, carried on by many loyal supporters
throuuhnut the country in maintaining the organisation of our Local and Divisional Parties.
• Affiliation Fees from SOCialist Societies for 1942 amounted to £23 15s. 5d., and arrears

totalling £64 2s. lid. Iuwe since been received-an increase over 1941 from this source of
£17 6s. Bd. The Royal Arsenal Co.operative Sodety continues its affiliation on 25,200 members.

Income to the By-Election Insurance Fund approximated to the receipts for last ycar,
while expcnditure showed a reduction of £213. The Fund carries forward a balance on the
year of £4,665 Os. 6<1.

Receipts for Literature amounted to £5,095 lho lId. and expenditure to £6,601 His. Od.
This excess expenditure is covered by value of stocks in hand (£2,390 15s. 3d.) and outstanding
sales accounts (£585 13s. 1Od.).

As shown in the Statement of Accounts, the balances on both the General and Dy.Election
Insurance Fund Accounts together, at the close of the period, including £20,000 invested in
3 per cent. Savings Bonds 1060-70, amounted to £23,IHO 8s. IOd.-an increase of £3,790 19s. 1Od,

THE THREEPENNY LEVY
Taking the years 1941 and 1942 together, the levy of 3d. per member, instituted to meet the

liability necessary to cover the past service of those entering the Labour Party. Agents' Super·
annuation Society, realised £26,611 5s. 6d.; £25,0(0 13s. 9d. of this was received from Trade
Unions, £096 2s. lid. from Labour Parties, and £6001. 8s. 10d. was interest.

This has beel) distributed as follows: £21,256 lOs. 9d. has been transferred to the Labour
Party Agents' Superannuation Society to meet the liability for past service of Agent$ who entered
the Society at its inception on July I, 1941 ; £3,222 3s. 3d. was transferred to a Suspense Account
to meet the same liability in respect of fourteen Agents, at present employed elsewhere, who have
intimated thelr desire to enter the Society in due course, and stated the number of past years of
service as Agents they wish to bring into calculation j and £2,132 5s. 6d. was transferred to
II third account for use as a Pensions Fund for tbose Agents who, owing to their age, were unable
to enter the Agents' Superannuation Society.

All will be seen from the Statement of Accounts, £449 of the £3,222 :~s. 3d. transferred to
the Suspense Account to meet past service commitments for Agents entering after July 1, 19U,
has since been paid to the Trustees of the Agents' Superannuation Society in respect of members
who returned to Agency work during 1942.

Since the Accounts closed, pensions at the rate of 308. per week have been made to two
Agenb who were over 65 years of age when the Superannuation Society was instituted and who
have since retired. In arriving at the sum to be given in this way, the National Executive
Committee has consulted with the Adjustments Board. It has based the grants on the lImount
the individual would have drawn for a comparable period of service had he hcen a subscribing
member of the Society, and has also taken into account the sum at its disposal in the light of
further claims which it is expected will have to be considered.

LABOUR PARTY STAFF SUPERANNUATION SOCIETY
As briefly reported to the last Annual Conference, the first quinquennial valuation by the

Actuatie$ (Messrs. Bacon & \Voodrow) was taken early in 194:l, and the result showed a small
but satisfactory surplus of £706 on the Fund without taking into account .the increased value
of the Society'. investments over their cost.

The death of Mr. George Lathan, J.P., M.P., who "''liS a Trustee of the Society, robbed it
of a very g"ood friend who had taken a deep interest both in its establishment lind progress.
His fellow Trustees and the Staff take this opportunity to pay tribute to his memory. I\1r. Harold
Clay has been appointed to take his place as Trustee.
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LABOUR PARTY AGENTS' SUPERANNUATION SOCIETY

The Statement of Accounts and Balance Sheet will be found on pages 66 and 67 of this Report.
The Society commenced operations on July 1, 1941, and the period covered to December 31,

1942, is, therefore, eighteen months. It is proposed that in future the financial year shall run
from January to December in order to coincide with the financial year of the Labour Party and
to ensure an up-to-date report to Annual Conference.

A Trust Deed and Rules, based on the scheme previously presented to and accepted by
Conference, has been completed and has been approved by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue
under Section 32 of the Finance Act (1921), which permits rebate of Income Tax to members
on their contributions to the Society.

Under the Trust Deed the management of the Society is vested in eight Trustees.
Mr. Arthur Deakin, C.B.E., Mr. James Griffiths, M.P., Miss Ellen Wilkinson, M.P., and
Mr. Thomas Williamson have been appointed to act as Party Trustees for the Employing Bodies;
whilst Mr. Claude Denscombe, Alderman J. W. Foster, J.P., Mr. Richard Stanton, and
Mr. F. T. Watson have been elected by the members to act as Trustees for the Subscribers.
The Trustees have appointed Mr. James Griffiths, M.P., to act as Chairman, and Alderman
J. W. Foster, J.P., as Vice-Chairman for the first year.

From its inception to December 31, 1942, the Society has lost. twelve members. Death
has taken two old and valued colleagues-Ben Clare and Bram Longstaffe; two (Miss Sara Barker
and Mr. A. L. Williams) have joined the Labour Party Staff; five have left either to enter the
Forces or to take up other work; and three have retired on pension.

Upon Mr. W. G. Hall, M.P., relinquishing his position as Finance Officer, which he has
held since 1918, occasidn is taken to record the appreciation of the National Executive Committee,
the Party Staff, and the Party Agents for the additional services he has rendered to all concerned in
connection with the inauguration of both Superannuation Funds. The work has been highly
complicated and has involved great attention to careful detail, and thanks to the efforts of Mr. Hall,
in association with Messrs. Bacon and Woodrow, the Actuaries engaged, the Party has the satis
faction of having both schemes now in active operation.

WORKERS FILM ASSOCIATION, LTD.
Secretary-Manager: Mr. JOSEPH REEVES.

The first year of film work by the Workers' Film Association revealed the need for and the
value 0.[ propaganda and education by the film in a manner which surprised even the promoters.
Nine films were made, a small library of films installed and sound projectors sold resulting in an
actual trading profit of £250. When the War came, the high hopes were dashed to the ground;
but it was decided to carry on even if only with a nucleus staff. Film shows were few and far
between and the " black-out" made even the most enthusiastic hegitate before arranging a film
show.

When Soviet Russia came into the War in 1941, a great change occurred. The Workers' Film
• Association was entrusted with the distribution of the great majority of sub-standard sound films,
prepared by the Soviet Government for distribution in this country. The Association was reorga
nised to distribute and exhibit films and with its registration as a Co-operative Society its future
looked more promising. By the end of 1942, after one full year's working, the annual balance
sheet revealed a surplus of nearly £1,000.

During the year, the Czechoslovak, Chinese, Polish, and Norwegian Governments entrusted
the Association with the distribution of their films and to its library were added films from the
Film Department of the London Co-operative Society, the five London Co-operative Societies,
the Woodcraft Folk, the Co-operative Wholesale Society, Ltd., and Paole Zion. The Association
was also entrusted with the exclusive distribution of " Our Film," made by the film workers at
Denham Studios as a contribution to the War effort and in appreciation of the heroicstruggle of the
Soviet people against Nazi aggression.

A Film School was held at Oxford for one week, at which sixty students attended and Week
end Film Schools, Conferences and special Film Exhibitions were arranged.

Mobile outfits were set up to travel from place to place showing films as required by workers'
organisations, and during the year nearly 550 such shows were given directly under the auspices
of the Association. Altogether 13,672 reels were distributed during the year.

The catalogue of films published by the Association increased and supplementary lists were
issued, which included a series of full length feature films, until 222 films were listed, which means
that there are now over 600 films in the library. Agents were appointed all over the country and
a branch library established in Scotland under the auspices of the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale
Society, Ltd.

Negotiations were instituted with the Co-operative Union, Ltd., whereby that important
Federation of Co-operative Societies should join the Association as a full member. War-time
conditions resulted in the breakdown of the negotiations, but the National Association of Co
operative Education Committees, Ltd., and the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society, Ltd.,
applied for and were received in full membership as partners in the Association.

An Advisory Committee was appointed to assist the Management Committee in making
known the Association services. The Workers' Travel Association, Ltd., and the Holiday Fellow
ship, Ltd., joined the A<j.visory Committee and, as a result, the Association was invited to provide
weekly programmes of films at hostels supervised by these bodies on behalf of the Ministry of
Supply.
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LABOUR PARTY AGENTS' SUPERANNUATION SOCIETY
The Statement of Accounts and Balance Sheet will be found on pages 66 and 67 of this Report.
The Society commenced opc.-ations on July I, 1941, and the period covered to December 31,

1942, is, therefore, eighteen months. It is proposed that in future the financial year shall run
from January to December in order to coincide with the financial year of the Labour Party and
to ensure an up-ta-date report to Annual Conference.

A Trust Deed and Rules, based on the scheme previously presented to and accepted by
Conference, has been completed and has been approved by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue
under Section 32 of the Finance Act (1921), which permits rebate of Income Tax to members
on their contributions to the Society.

Under the Trust Deed the management of the Society is vested in eight Trustees.
Mr. Arthur Deakin, C.D.E., Mr. James Griffiths, M.P., Miss Ellen Wilkinson, M.P., and
Mr. Thomas Williamson have b~en app<)inted to act liS Party Trustees for th~ Employing Bodies;
whilst Mr. Claude Denscombe, Aldermlln J. W. Fost~r, J.P., Mr. Richard Stanton, and
Mr. F. T. Watson have been elected by the members to act as Trustees for the Subscribers.
The Trustees hllye appointed Mr. James Griffiths, l\1.P., ro act as Chainnan, and Alderman
J. W. Foster, J.P., as Vice-Chainnan for the first year.

From its inception to December :'1 I, 1942, the Society has lost twelve members. Death
has taken two old and valued colleagues-Ben Clare and Dram Longstaffe; two (Miss Sara Barker
and Mr. A. L. Williams) have joined lhe Labour Party Staff; five have left either to enter the
Forces or to take up other work; and three have retired on pension.

Upon Mr. 'V. G. Hall, M.P., relinquishing his position as Finance Officer, which he has
held sinee I!l18, occasion is taken to record the appreciation of the National Executive Committee,
the Party Staff, and the Party AI/:ents for the additional services he has rendered to all concerned in
connection with the inauguration of both Superllnnulltion Funds. The work has been highly
complicated and has involved gre:!t attention to careful detail, and thank:,. to the efforts of J\..lr. Hall,
in association with Messrs. Dacon and Woodrow, the Actuaries engaged, the Party has the satis
faction of having both schemes now in active operation.

WORKERS FILM ASSOCIATION, LTD.
Secretary-Manager: Mr. JOSEPH I~.

The first year of film work by the Workers' Film Association revealed the need for and the
value of propaganda :}Od education by rhe film in a manner which surprised even the promoters.
Nine films were made, a slTh'lll library of films installed and sound projectors sold resulting in an
actual trading profit of -£250. 'Vhen the War came, the high hopes were dashed to the ground;
but it was decided to carry on even if only with a nucleus staff. Film shows were few and far
between and the .. black~out" made even the most enthusiastic hesitate before arranging a film
show.

When Soviet Russia came into the War in 1941,a great change occurred. The Workers' Film
• Association was entrusted with the distribution of the great majority of sub-standard sound films,

prepared by the Soviet Government for distribution in this country. The Association was reorga
nised to distribute and exhibit films and with its registration as a Co-operative Society its future
looked more promising. By the end of 1942, after one full year's working, the annual balance
sheet revealed a surplus of nearly £1,000.

During the year, the Czechoslovak, Chinese, Polish, and Norwegian Governments entrusted
the Association with the distribution of their films and to its library were added films from the
Film Department of the ,London Co-operntive Society, the five London Co-operative Societies,
the Woodcraft Folk, the Co-operative 'Vholesale Society, Ltd., and Paole Zion. The Association
was also entrusted with the exclusive distribution of" Our Film," made by the film workers at
Denham Studios as a contribution to the War effort and in appreciation of the heroic atruggle of the
Soviet people against Nazi aggression.

A Film. School was held at Oxford for one week, at which aixty students attended and Week
end Film Schools, Conferences and special Film Exhibitions were arranged.

Mobile outfits were set up to travel from place to place showing films as required by workers'
organisations, and during the year nesrly 550 such shows were given directly under the auspices
of the Association. Altogether 13,672 reels were distributed during the year.

The catalogue of films published by the Association increased and supplementary lists were
issued, which included a series of full length feature films, until 222 films were listed, which means
that there are now over 600 films in the library. Agents were appointed all over the country and
a branch library established in Scotland under the auspices of the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale
Society, Ltd.

Negotiations were instituted with the Co-operative Union, Ltd., whereby that important
Federation of Co_operative Societies should join the Association as a full member. War-time
conditions resulted in the breakdown of the negotiations, but the National Association of Co
operative Education Committees, Ltd., and the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society, Ltd.,
applied for and were received in full membership as partners in the Association.

An Advisory Committee was appointed to assist the Management Committee in making
known the Association services. The 'Yorkers' Travel Association, Ltd., and the Holiday Fellow
ship, Ltd., joined the Advisory Committee and, as a result, the Association was invited to provide
weekly programmes of films at hostels supervised by these bodies on behalf of the Ministry of
Supply.
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Sound projectors were provided for the General and Municipal Workers' Union and the
Slough Co-operative Society, while other Societies have placed deposits with the Association for
projectors as soon as they become available.

A series of short films have been ordered by a number of Co-operative Societies and considera
tion is now being given to a proposal for a film which can best be described as " Labour on the
March."

Agreements have been reached with the Co-operative Wholesale Society, Ltd., and the
London Co-operative Society on the production of standard and sub-standard films required by
the Association or its constituent members.

Co-operative Societies and other workers' organisations have been invited to become
Associate Members and already over 100 have responded. For an annual subscription of one
guinea, they are supplied with copies of the" W.F.A. Bulletin" and " Documentary News" and
all publications issued by the four national parent bodies relating to film propaganda and education.

THE SOCIETY OF LABOUR CANDIDATES

The Society of Labour Candidates has fontinued its activities during the year. At its Annual
General Meeting on October 18, the following Officers and Executive Committee were elected :-

Chairman, J. W. Bowen, C.B.E.; Vice-Chairman, F. J. Bellenger, M.P., and Hugh Franklin;
Hon. Secretary, Helen Keynes; Hon. Tresaurer, Charles. Rothwell; Executive Committee, Helen
Bentwich, Theodore Besterman, Freda Corbett, L.C.C., David Freeman, John Hynds, Lucy
Middleton, John Paton, and Harold Smith.

Addresses have been given to meetings of the Society by the Leader of the Party (Rt. Hon.
C. R. Attlee, M.P.) on " India," Mr. George Chester on " Education Policy," Mr. Philip Noel
Baker, M.P.), on" War Transport," Mr. George Hicks, M.P., on "Works and Planning,"
Mr. Morgan Phillips, on the" Party's Reconstruction Plans," and at the meeting held in association
with the Annual Party Conference Mr. Emanuel Shinwell, M.P., and Professor Harold Laski
gave addresses on Party Affairs. ,

The Executive of the Society has held two consultations with the Elections Sub-Committee
of the National Executive and a document was presented and views expressed on a number of
subjects of importance to Party Candidates generally as indicated on page 34. In connection with
the recent Conference of the Northern Regional Council at Newcastle on April 17, under the
auspices of the Society an opportunity was afforded for the Rt. Hon. Hugh Dalton, M.P., to address
Candidates for Constituencies in the Region, under the Chairmanship of Mr. Harold Smith. It is
intended to arrange similar functions in other Regions throughout the country as opportunities
offer.

"The Labour Candidate," the journal of the Society, continues under the editorship of Mrs.
Lucy Middleton.

DEATHS

The past year has been notable for the passing of a number of Labour veterans who have left
their mark on history. Of them all, probably Ben Tillett had the most picturesque career. A
:Bristol orphan who travelled with circus clowns as a boy, joined the Navy at fourteen and, later,
served in the Mercantile Marine, Ben found a shore job in a tea-warehouse on Tower Hill.
Association with the Socialists of the pioneering 'eighties encouraged his genius for rousing his
half-starved fellow workers in the East End and found full scope in the historic Dock Strike of
1899, when, with Tom Mann and John Burns, the fight for the New Unionism was won with the
dockers' minimum rate of 6d. per hour. That success created an understanding between the skilled
and the un~killed workers that has lasted to the present day. The Dock, Wharf and Riverside
Workers' Union was largely Ben's creation, its ranks increasing from some 300 tea-warehousemen
in its early days to 100,000 members, when, in 1921, it was merged with other Unions in the
Transport and General Workers' Union by Ernest Bevin, Ben's own particular "find" on the Bristol
Docks. Ben served as Alderman on the London County Council during its early years and also
on the Parliamentary Committee, and later the General Council of the Trades Union Congress
of which he was President in 1929. When the Independent Labour Party was first founded h;
became one of its most brilliant and forceful propagandists. Though he fought many hop~les9
Parliamentary contests, it was not until 1917 that he was returned for North Salford, which he
r~tained until Hl24. Possessed .of a, compelling gift of oratory and. a master of the vivid phrase,
hiS eloquence was probably at ItS highest when, as the representative of the New Unionism he
paid tribute at the bier of Robert Applegarth, the last of the old Trade Union" Junta.'" He
lived to see great changes in the status of the general labourer, and he was never merrier in his
later years than when among those of his old comrades of the Dock Strike who still survived. Ben
died on January 27th in his.82nd year, lU'l;d by a strange fate his old comp~ni(:lDin that great struggle,
John Burns, whose path smce the commg of the Labour Party had lam m other directions had
also died three days earlier at the advanced age of 85. These two, with Tom Mann, ~de indu'strial
history.

The Labour Movement's debt of honour, of inspiration, and of industry to the partnership
of Sidney and Beatrice Webb can never be adequately told. Their long series of volumes on
Industrial and Political Trade Unionism, English Local Goverrunent, the Co-operative.Movement
the Poor Law; their close analysis of " Capitalist Civilisation" and their " Constitution for ~
Socialist Commonw~alth" are monum~ntalw.orks that stand ~mongstmasses of tracts, pamphlets,
-monographs, and miscellaneous magazme and newspaper artIcles-a steady stream of reforming
-activity unmatched in history.

Their years of patient Socialist study and advocacy through the Fabian Society were immensely
fruitful of positive change in political thought and deed. The conception and the modest but
diligent beginnings of the London School of Economics were largely due to their vision, and there
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are few institutions that have counted for so much in the world of public administration and social
innovation. Their personal contacts were innumerable and their influence beyond measure. They
were an uncommon stimulant to studious and serious-minded youth both in their London home
and wherever their unassuming purpose led them. Mrs. Webb's autobiography, " My Apprentice
ship," will always remain a great story of a great woman and an inspiration to her own and future
generations. A passion to get things done and a complete unconcern as to any recognition of their
share in the accomplishment were dominant features of their perfect partnership. Their journey
through Russia in the seventies was a unique adventure and resulted in a notable book explaining
and extolling Spviet Communism that is likely to bring greater understanding between Eastern
and Western Socialism than any other volume yet produced. Last year, her 84th year, Mrs. Webb
published a brochure on the Soviet Constitution, a remarkable but very characteristic achievement.
On April 30 this year she died after a brief illness, and friends and social workers everywhere felt a
great life had ended-the perfect partnership had been broken. To Sidney. Webb a wealth of
affectionate sympathy flowed from men and women who had shared their inspiration, who had
learned of their wisdom, and who had worked with them in their many fields of effort.

The Party never possessed a more typical Yorkshireman than Ben Turner. Born in 1863, he
was a bobbin-winder for his aunt, a handloom weavet, as a boy of nine, and went to the mill at 10
BS a half-timer. As a young man he set about organising the woollen operatives in his native county.
He wielded a ready pen and excelled in dialect prose and verse. "The vVorkman's Times" and
the" Yorkshire Factory Times" gave him full scope, and he was a great force for Trade Unionism
and Socialism in the West Riding, and far beyond. He was a foundation member of the I.L.P.,
and stood with Keir Hardie in the early pioneering days. For 18 years he served on the National
Executive Committee of the Labour Party, and was Chairman of the Birmingham Conference in
1912. Transferring to the General Council in 1921, he was President of the,Trades Union Congress
in 1927-28. He won Batley and Morley in the Parliamentary Elections of 1922, 1924, and 1929.
In the latter Parliament he served as Secretary of Mines in the Labour Government, and was
created a knight in 1931. He was a Magistrate from 1908, served on the Batley School Board in
1893, was the first Labour member of the Town Council, was elected Mayor four times, granted
the freedom of the Borough in 1919, and served as Alderman and Councillor until his death, and
also sat on the West Riding County Council from 1910 until 1941. With his colleague, the late
Allen Gee, he strove continually to strengthen the Yorkshire Textile Union, was active in the
formation of the National Association, and was its President until 1933. He was happy and proud'
when at home with his lady, who died in 1939, and their five daughters, and his life was a full one,
unselfishly spent for the common people he loved. His general Socialist outlook on life he summed
up in a single verse :-

" God's been reit good an' fill'd His world
Wi' baskets full to spare;

Ther's food an'. clothes an' ivvurything
If men 'ud nobbut share! "

The ranks of the first Labour Party that arrived at Westminster in 1906 have again been
broken by the death of T. Fred Richards, who sat for West Wolverhampton in that Parliament,
but lost the seat in January, 1910. The first Labour member of the Leicester Town Council, he
served on that body from 1894 to 1939. An active Socialist and Trade Unionist for the greater
part of his life, he was a permanent official of the National Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives
from 1893, and for 19 years was President of the Union. Living in retirement for many years he
died on October 4, in his 79th year.

A familiar figure was missing from the Annual Conference last year owing to the breakdown of
George Lathan, the Party Treasurer since 1935, and who passed away on June 15. Born in poor
eircumstances in Norw'ch in 1875, his youth and early manhood were spent in the railway clerical
service. One of the cUl.i.i.est members of the Railway Clerks Association, he was President for four
years, and for 25 years was its Assistant Secretary. He was Treasurer of the Norwich Trades
Council at 21, and for six years served as President of the Norwich Co-operative Society. Later,
in London, he workc::d strenuously for the National Federation of Professional Workers and for
16 years was its President. Elected to the National Executive Committee of the Party in 1925, he
was Chairman in 193~, and presided over the Leicester Conference in 1932. For 11 years he sat
on the Middlesex County Bench. In 1929 he won the Park Division of Sheffield, failed to retain
the seat in 1931, but happily regained it in ] 935. He was deeply interested in promoting the
general interests of the " black-coated" workers, and it was largely due to' his efforts. that the
income limit under the Unemployment Insurance Act was raised to £420 per year. The Movement
throughout the country will remember his keen and active service as Treasurer, and the members
of the Party Staff and the Party Agents in the Constituencies pay their tribute to his assiduous and
successful efforts to found their respective Superannuation Funds.

Among the young Scottish miners brought early under the influence of Keir Hardie in
Lanarkshire, Duncan Graham was one of the more notable. Born in 1867, like Hardie he knew
the miner's life first-hand at 11 years of age. Later he became a checkweigher and in 1908 he was
one of several political organisers appointed by the Lanarkshire Miners' Union. He was General
Secretary from 1918 to 1923, and served on the National Executive of the Scottish Miners'
Association from 1918 to 1930. In the "coupon" election of 1918 he won the Hamilton Division
for Labour and, held it successfully until his death on October 19, 1942.

To the older generation of Socialists Sydney Olivier was known best as one of the famous
band of Fabian Essayists. Like Sidney Webb, he entered the Colonial Office by open competition
in 1882, and also like his fellow Fabian, found his unexpected way to the House of Lords under
'the auspices of a Labour Government. He held various Colonial appointments prior to his
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elevation, the most notable being his Governorship of Jamaica, where he closely studied and wrote
popularly on the relationship of" White Capital and Coloured Labour.'" Friend of the coloured
races all his life, the present impetus for a more enlightened policy in the Dependencies owes much
to his persistent and industrious efforts. His death in his 84th year last February deprived the Party
of a fine personality, who has undoubtedly left his mark upon world affairs. .

Perhaps the greatest personal shock the membership of the Party suffered last year was the
news of John Jagger's death while auto-cycling at Beaconsfield on July 9 when on his way to his
daily duties at the Home Office as Private Parliamentary Secretary to Herbert Morrison. Born in
Saddleworth in 1872 and educated in an elementary school, he began work as an Oldham half
timer at eight, and tater with the local Co-operative Society. A press contribution written when
he was 17 led to association with the newly-formed Manchester and District Co-operative
Employees' Union. In 1892 he took up the position of departmental manager of the Burma
Co-operative Society in Rangoon, and travelled in India, China, and Japan. Returning to England
he filled several managerial'posts in the Co-operative Movement, and in 1916 became full-time
Divisional Officer for the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Employees prior to its development
into the N.U.D.A.W. of to-day, of which he became General President and Organising Secretary.
He was a popular official, able in negotiation, and with a genius for patient and friendly argument,
salted with a humour that disarmed opponents. The" Left" 'claimed him in Party controversy.
He was a·lively protagonist of the U.S.S.R., was' eloquent in defence of the Spanish Government
during the rebellion, and always spoke of what he had seen and knew. The development of
industr·iallegislation in the West Indies is in part a result of his work on the Government Commis
sion that investigated the prevailing unrest in the Islands and the conditions of which Sydney
Olivier had written in earlier days. He won the Clayton Division at the last General Election,
and was unremitting in his many duties while the Party was in Opposition and later while in
Government. Steady, deliberate, and imperturbable in all his ways, his sudden and violent death
was a tragic contrast to his life and habits.

East End Labour lost a good friend and faithful servant by the death of James Henry, better
known as " Jimmy" Hall, who won Whitech:apel upon the death of Harry Gosling in 1930. He
failed to hold the seat in 1931, but recovered it in 1935. Born in Wapping in 1877, he was a Trade
Unionist .from his youth, and for many years was active in the Transport and General Workers'
Union, being employed by the Port of London Authority prior to his election. In 1934 he was
elected an Alderman of the Stepney Borough Council. Diligent in his municipal. and Parliamentary
duties alike, he exerted an unassuming but undeniable influence in the social, political, and religious
life of the East End generally, and in Walthamstow in particular.

To gain the tribute of being" a patriot and social reformer and one of the greatest teachers the
City of Edinburgh had ever known" was the notable achievement, well-earned, by Andrew Young,
who died on February 9 in his 86th year. Trained for the teaching pr9fession, for 41 years he was
on the staff of the North Canongate School, and for 17 years its head master. One of the pioneers
of the Socialist and Co-operative Movements in the City, he also engaged in municipal work, and
in the General Election of 1923 won the Partick ,Division of Glasgow as a Co-operative candidate.
He came to Westminster late in life, and was happier in his life among the mothers and children
in Edinburgh, whence he returned in 1924, and continued until within a day or two of his death.
h was written of him that he left a reputation for " cheerfulness, comradeship, courage, and
never-failing courtesy that won him the love of friends and the admiration of his political
opponents."

Heartbroken by the War that has encompassed the world, Charles Roden Buxton retired from
active political work in 1939 and gradually declined in health until his death on December 16, 1942,
in his' 68th year. The third son of Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton, he carried on the family tradition
of s,ervice to great and humanitarian causes. Following Cambridge, he was called to the Bar but
relinquished the idea of practising Law. He was secretary to his father during the latter's Governor
ship of South Australia in the 'nineties and also travelled in New Zealand, India, Siam, China,
Japan, the United States, and, later in life, most of the European countries. He spent some time
on a Texas ranch, and, upon returning to London, was Principal of Morley College from 1902
to 1910. He was Honorary Secretary of the Liberal Land Inquiry from 1912-191.4 and thereafter,
with his brother, the present Lord Noel-Buxton, was active in the Balkans in trying to persuade
the Bulgarians to join the Allies in the Great War. An attempted assassination at the hands of a
Turkish patriot affected his lungs·and, although he recovered. his health was never the same. He
fought the Ashburton Division twice unsuccessfully as'a Liberal, but towards the end of the Great
War, jn association with Arthur Ponsonby, Lowes Dickenson, and E. D. Morel, he changed his
attitude and came into the Labour Party, ultimately winning Acrington in 1922 but holding it for
only a year and returning to Parliament in 1929 for Eiland. With his wife, Dorothy, and her sister,
Eglantyne Jebb, he devoted himself to fighting the famine and saving the children of Central
Europe after the War was ended and became a close student and active worker for the League of
Nations, the Mandates Commission in particular. He was Secretary to the Party's Delegation to
the Soviet Union in 1920 and also served the British Delegation to the Labour and Socialist Inter\.
national at its Conferences in Berne and Lucerne in 1919. In more recent years he investigated
Native affairs in Africa, upon which he wrote authoritatively. A member of the Party's International
Advisory Committee from its inception, he also served as International Adviser to the Parliament~ry
Labour Party from 1926 to ,1939. A fine and lovable character, he gave freely of his great glfts
and wide experience for the Party's enlightenment and brought a fund of friendly and sweet
reasonableness to a host of comrades with whom he worked at h6me and abroad.

At the time the Conference met last year, Frank Rowland lay in the Fulham Cancer Hospital
where he sustained two throat operations. He made a slight recovery and attended a Conference
on behalf of his :Union, the National Society of Painters, at Transport House, early in the present
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elevation, the most notable being his Governorship of Jamaica, where he closely studied and wrote
popularly on the relationship of" \Vhite Capital and Coloured Labour.'" Friend of the coloured
mces all his life, the present impetus for a more enlightened policy in the Dependencies owes much
to his persistent and industrious efforts. His death in his 84th year last February deprived the Party
of a fine personality, who has undoubtedly left his mark upon world affairs.

Perhaps the greatest personal shock the membership of the Party suffered last year was the
news of John Jagger's death while auto-cycling at BCllconsfield on July 9 when on his way to his
daily duties at the Home Office as Private Parliamentary Secretary to Herbert Morrison. Born in
Saddleworth in IS72 and educated in an elementary school, he began work as an Oldham half
timer at eight, and later with the local Co-operative Society. A press contribution written when
he was 17 led to association wich the newly~formed Manchester and District Co-operacive
Employees' Union. tn 1892 he took up the position of departmental manager of the Burma
Co-operative Society in Rangoon, and travelled in India, China, and Japan. Returning to England
he filled several managerial posts in the Co-operative Movement, and in ]916 became full-time
Divisional Officer for the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative .Employees prior to ita development
into the N.U.D.A.W. of to-day, of which he became General President and Organising Sec¥etary.
He was a popular official, able in negotiation, and wich a genius for patient and friendly argument,
salted wich a humour that disarmed opponents. The" Left "'claimed him in Party controversy_
He was a lively protagonist of the U.S.S.R., wa$ eloquent in defence of the Spanish Government
during the rebellion, and' always spoke of what he had seen and knew. The development of
industrial legislation in the West Indies is in part a result of his work on the Government Commis
sion that investigated the prevailing unrest in the Islands and the conditions of which Sydney
Olivier had written in earlier days. He won the Clayton Division at the last General Election,
and was unremitting in his many duties while the Party was in Opposition and later while in
Government. Steady, deliberate, and imperturbable in all his ways, his sudden and violent death
was a tragic contrast to his life and habits,

East End Labour lost a good friend and faithful servant by the death of James Henry, better
known liS " Jimmy" Hall, who won Whitecn-apel upon the death of Harry Gosling in 1930, He
failed to hold the scat in 1031, but recovered it in 1935. Born in Wapping in 1877, he was a Trade
Unionist from his youth, and for manr years was active in the Trsnsport and Genersl Workers'
Union, being employed by the Port 0 London Authority prior to his election. In 1934 he was
elected an Alderman of the Stepney Borough Council. Diligent in his municipal and Parliamentary
duties alike, he exerted an unassuming but undeniable influence in the social, political, and teligious
life of the East End generally, and in Walthamstow in particular.

To gain the tribute of being" a patriot and social rofonner and one of the greatest teachers the
City of Edinburgh had ever known" was the notable achievement, well-earned, by Andrew Young,
who died on February 9 in his 86th year. Trained for the teaching profession, for 41 years he was
on the staff of the North Canongate School, and for 17 years ita head master. One of the pioneers
of the Socialist and Co-operative Movements' in the City, he also engaged in municipal work, and
in the General Election of 1923 won the Partick,Division of Glasgow as a Co-operative candidate.
He came to Westminster late in life, and was happier in hia life among the mothers and children
in Edinburgh, whence he returned in 1924, and continued until within a day or two of his death,
It was written of him that he left a reputation for" cheerfulness, comradeship, courage, and
never-failing courtesy that won him the love of friends and the admiration of his political
opponents."

Heartbroken by the \Var that has encompassed the world, Charles Roden Buxton retired from
active political work in 1939 and gradually declined in health until his death on December 16,1942,
in his 68th year. The third son of Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton, he carried on the family tradition
of service to great and humanitarian causea. Following Cambridge, he was called to the Bar but
relinquished the idea of prnctising Law. He was secretary to his father during the latter's Governor
ship of South Austrnlia in the 'nineties and also travelled in New Zealand, India, Siam, China,
Japan, the United States, and, later in life, most of the European countries. He spent some time
on a Texas ranch, and, upon returning to London, waa Principal of Morley College from 1902
to 1910. He was Honol":lry Secretary of the Libernl Land Inquiry from 1912_1914 and thereafter,
with his brother, the present Lord Noel-Buxton, was active in the Balkans in trying to persuade
the Bulgarians to join the Allies in the Great \Var. An attempted assaasination at the hands of a
Turkish patriot affected his lungs and, although he recovered. his health was never the same. He
fought the Ashburton Division twice unsuccessfully as a Liberal, but towards the end of the Great
War, in association with Arthur Ponsonby, Lowes Dickenson, and E. D, Morel, he changed his
attitude and came into the Labour Party, ultimately winninJ.': Acrington in 1922 but holding it for
only a year and returning to Parliament in 1929 fQr Eiland. With his wife, Dorothy, lind her sister,
Eglantyn~ Jebb, he devoted himself to fighting the famine and saving the children of Central
Europe after the W'ar was ended and became a close student and active worker for the LeaIJue of
Nations, the Mandates Commission in particular. He was Secretary to the Party's Delegation to
the Soviet Union in 1920 and also served the British Delegation to the Labour and Socialist Inter·
national at its Conferences in Berne and Lucerne in 1919. In more recent years he investigated
Nati,ve affuirs in Africa, upon which he wrote authoritatively. A member of the Party's International
AdVISOry Committee from its inception, he also served as International Adviser to the Parliamentary
Labou~ Party from HI26 to 1939. A fine and lovable character, he gave freely of his great gifta
and WIde experience for the Party'S enlightenment and brought a fund of friendly and sweet
reasonableness to a host of comrades with whom he worked at home and abroad,

At the time the Conference met last year, Frank Rowland lay in the Fulham Cancer Hospital
where he sustained two throat operations. He mnde a slight recovery and attended a Conference
on behalf of his Union, the National Society of Painters, at Transport House, early in the present
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year, and it was with all the greater regret that news was received of his death 0l?- April 17, in his'
62nd year. Frank held various official posts in his Union, was a member of its Executive Council
and of the National Federation of Building Trade Operaiives at the time of his death. For several
years he had been adopted as Prospective Labour Candidate for Balham and Tooting and will
be remembered for various forthright speeches at Trades Union Congresses and Party Conferences.

Captain Basil Hall, R.N., fought several pioneer contests for the Party and, during its early
years, was active in the Society of Labour Candidates. For twenty-five years he was an Inspector
for the Royal National Lifeboat Institution and, in 1914, was awarded the Silver Medal of the
Institution for assisting in the rescue of fifty survivors of the Hospital Ship Rohilla in the Tynemouth
lifeboat after five other attempts had failed. His death on August 10 deprived the Party of a man
of distinction and fine character.

Barrow-in-Furness had felt that they were moving with the spirit of the times when, in 1941,
they s'elected Bernard Crehan, B.A., as Prospective Labour Candidat~. Only 36 years of age, he
had been an active Orgaaiser for the National Union of General and Municipal Workers and an
acceptable lecturer on Philosophy and Economics for the Workers' Educational Association. His
death in his sleep, apparently from heart failure, on November 22, was a heavy blow for the Barrow
Movement, which was thus deprived of its Candidate and its Agent and Secretary, Bram Longstaffe,
within a year. Bram had succeeded Egerton Wake in the work as in the affections of the Barrow
Party. Bringing an original mind and a strenuous spirit to his task, he became a notable figure in
the civic and social life of the town and his sudden death, also from a heart attack, in October
last was widely mourned.

Of women comrades whose deaths should be noted, that of Mrs. Robert Smillie, on Novem
ber 29, will recall tender memories of the old Miners' leader who owed so much to the encourage
ment and inspiration he always found by his cottage fireside at Larkball.

A vastly different life was that of Mrs. Ada Salter, who, first as a social settlement worker in
the late 'nineties and afterwards as a Labour pioneer along with her husband (Dr. Alfred Salter),
gave of her best and utmost to the people of Bermondsey. She was the first Labour member of
the Borough Council in 1909, was the first Labour Mayor of Bermondsey and, indeed, 'the first
woman Mayor in London in 1923. She served on the local Board of Guardians up to its abolition
and, from 1925 to 1941, was a member of the London County Council. Pacifist by Quaker
conviction, Ada Salter was an active Internationalist, and among her practical municipal work she
prided herself upon her success in beautifying the Bermondsey streets with trees and flowers and
open spaces. Her death after a lingering illness on December 4, left the Women's Movement
bereft of a lovable personality who kept the grace and enthusiasm she had originally brought to
the Women's Labour League over thirty years ago.

Another of the band who gave great service to the Women's Labour League in the early years
was Mrs. Bertha Ayles. For many years she worked with her husband (Walter Ayles) in Bristol
for the I.L.P. and for the Labour Party, and, for a' period, she was a full-time Organiser of the
League. Latterly, in London, she was laid aside by a weakening illness to which she succumbed
on June 20 last year. I

It is unusual for a Yorkshireman to cross the Border and find his work in Scotland, but when
in 1894 Keir Hardie was establishing " The Labour Leader" he prevailed upon Ben Shaw to
leave his home near Huddersfield and join him in Glasgow. Upon settling in his new environment,
among other activities he worked for the return of George Mitchell, the first Labour Member of
the Glasgow City Council, never contemplating that in his own lifetime it was to pass into the
control of a Labour majority. He was Secretary of the Civic Press until in 1914 he was appointed
Secretary of the Party's Scottish Council. As efficient and conscientious as he was modest, he won
his way among the Scottish comrades during his eighteen years of.active service, during which he
led the way for many electoral successes, both local and Parliamentary. Ambitious only for the
Party, upon his retirement to Troon in 1932, together with his wife, Clarice McNab, he continued
active labour work throughout Ayrshire. Hardie was his great memory and exemplar
and he built worthily on the foundations of Scottish Socialism that Keir had laid in the
early da¥s. Like his friends in the North, his comrades in the Movement generally and particu
larly on the Party Staff appreciated him at his full worth as friend and fellow-worker.

Leading figures in the National Trade Unions who have died since the }ast Conference include
Fred Smith, the popular General Secretary of the Amalgamated Engineering Union. Born in
Poplar in 1888, he served his apprenticeship in the East End and was associated officially with the
London United Brass Founders until that Union was merged in the A.E.U., to which he was
elected Assistant Secretary, succeeding to the General Secretaryship in 1933. He had a multitude.
of friends and comrades throughout the Movement, and last year his entry into a Northampton
hospital to undergo a serious amputation raiseJ sympathy in every quarter. The report of his
recovery was welcome news that turned to tragedy when, on January 23, while waiting to return
home, he suddenly collapsed and died.

For many years the General Secr~ta:y of the London G:lass Bottle Worker~, John Stokes
counted for much in London Trade Umomsm, for he was assOCIated for 45 years wIth the London
Trades Council, acting for different periods as Secretary, Treasurer, and Chairman. As first
Chairman of the London Labour Party he played a prominent part in laying the foundations of
London Labour politics. His death on September 17 in his 70th year closed a long life of service
in the course of which he had assisted materially in securing considerable improvements in the status
and conditions prevailing in the glass-making industry.

The Lancashire Textile Unions lost a greatly respected official by the death on July 31, 1942,
in his 72nd year of James Hindle, of the Burnley Weavers, for whom he acted as Secretary for 26
years. He held ~any offices in the Textile world and in Lancashire public life and was a Borough
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year, and it WlIlI with all the greater regret that news was rd:eived of his death on April 17, in his
62nd year. Ft'Bnk held '"lInous official posts in his Union, was a member of ita Executive Council
and of the National Federation of Building Trade Operatives at the time of his death. For several
yean he had been adopted as Prospecth'e Labour Candidate for Balham and Tooting and will
be remembered for "anoWl (onhright lIpetthes at Tmdes Union Congresses and Party Conferenee..

Captain Basil HaD, R.N., fought .e,'nll pioneer contests for the Party and, during its early
YUrt, was active in the Society of Labour Candidate!!. For twenty·five yean he was an Inspector
for the Royal National Lifeboat Institution and, in 1914, was .....'arded the Sih'cr Medal of the
Institution for auisting in the rescue of fifty ,urn,'ors of the Hospital Ship /WhiJla in the Tynemouth
lifeboat .rter five OUler attempts had failed. Hi, death on August JO depriv«l the Party of a man
of distinction and fine character.

Barro.....·in·Furne&s had felt that they were moving with the Ipirit of the times when, in HI.. l,
they ~Iec;tcd Bernard Crehan. B.A., as Prospective Labour Candidate. Only 36 yean of age. he
bad been an acth'e Organiser for the National Union of General and Municipal \Vorken and an
acoeptable lecturer on Philosophy Jlnd Economies for the \Vorkenl' Educational Association. His
death in his aleep. apparently from heart failure. on November 22, was a heavy blow for the BaITOW
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within a year. Bmm had succeeded Egerton Wake in the work as in the affections of the DalTOw
Party. Bringing an original mind and a strenuou·s spirit to his task, he became a notable figure in
the civic and social life of the town and his ludden death. also from a heart attack, in October
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Of women comrades whose deatha ahould be noted, that of Mrs. Robert Smillie, on Novcm.
ber 29, will recall tender memories of the old Miners' leader who owed so much to the encourage.
ment and inspiration he always found by his conage fireside at Larkhall.
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the late 'nineties and afterwards as a Labour pioneer along with her husband (Dr. Alfred Salter).
gave of her beat and utmost to the people of Bennondsey. She Wl\.8 the first Labour member of
the Borough Council in 1909, was the first Labour Mayor of Bennondsey and. indeed, 'the first
",oman Mayor in London in 1923. She served on the local Board of Guardianl up to its abolitioo
and, from 1925 to 1941, was a member of the London County Council. Pacifist by Quaker
conviction, Ada Saiter was an acti\'e [ntcmationalist, and among her practical municipa.i work she
prided hene\£ upon her success in beautifying the Bennondsey streets with trees and flowers and
open apaces. Her death after a lingering illness on December 4, left the Women's Mo~"Cment
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magistrate for over 25 years. He was elected to the National Executive Committee of the Party
in 1926 and was a member of the General Council of the Trades Union Congress from 1930 to 1936,
receiving the gold badge on his retirement. Like so many of his immediate colleagues he began
life as a half-timer and devoted his life uiisparingly to the welfare of the weaving community from
whom he had sprung. .

Peter Tevenan was by turns pottery worker, miner, platelayer, signalman, and stationmaster,
and his earlier Trade Union service was given to the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants, of
whose Executive he was a member for some years prior to his appointment as Irish Organiser.
Later at Stockport he became Organiser to the Municipal Employees' Association, and in 1924
played a great part in the amalgamation that led to the formation of the NatioI1al Union of General
and Municipal Workers, whose interests he continued to' promote up to his retirement in 1932.
For'30 years he was associated with the Public Services International, holding the Presidency for
12 years. His death on April 11 last in his 87th year leaves a memory of a grand old worker for
Trade Unionism and Socialism, whom it was a rare privilege to know.

Captain Edwin Tupper's death on October 23 brought back old recollections of the stormy
days of the Seaman's Union when the late Havelock Wilson, its fou11-der, was battling for improved
conditions in the Merchant Navy. As National Organiser, " Old Tup" as he was known, served
the Union from 1910 through strike and struggle until his retirement in 1936. Antagonistic for
years to the Labour Party, in later life he was all the more vigorous in his efforts for its recognition
and support among his seagoing colleagues.

The Operative Plasterers, by the death of Henry Cockerill on June 28 in his 69th year, lost a
faithful officer who from 1923 to 1941 served as Assistant Secretary and it was widely regretted that
he enjoyed so short a period of retirement. .

Among the young Socialists who came from Oxford in the years immediately before the Great
War, William Mellor made a distinctive and original reputation in the Movement. In 1913 he was
Secretary of the Fabian Research Department, and under George Lansbury's editorship subse
quently began his long connection with the Daily Herald. He remained on the staff while it appeared
as a weekly during the War, and afterwards when it resumed daily publication. He became editor
during the period when the paper passed under the control of the Labour Movement and continued
under the present management up to 1931. Mellor's various contributions to the discussion on
Guild Socialism were noteworthy and created interest over a wide field at home and abroad.
Seemingly dogmatic and persistent in pressing more radical policies upon the Party, at the same time
he sought to build bridges between the" Left" and the Communists. When the I.L.P. seceded
from the Party, he was one of the founders of the Socialist League and the first editor of the Tribune.
He was an able debater and propagandist, as well as a ready and competent writer. He suffered
imprisonment as a political conscientious objector during the Great War, when without doubt his
health was seriously undermined. He fought Enfield unsuccessfully in 1931 and 1935, and was
prospective candidate for Stockport at the time of his death on June 8, 1942. He was 53 and his
death was an untimely shock to all who held his friendship.

Two fervent Socialist Anglicans passed last year-James G. Adderley and Conrad Noel.
Future research workers will find in Addedey's " Stephen Remarx" much of the atmosphere of
the Socialism of Victorian days. A conscientious Churchman, he held various clerical appoint
ments, latterly as Prebendary at St. Paul's. He had friends in varied circles and was a generous
benefactor to countless struggling young clerics. Described on occasion as " the worst-dressed
and best-known clergymen in the Church of England," his death in his 82nd year was a source of
sorrow to many. .

Conrad Noel was an aggressive Socialist in his Cambridge days, and upon entering the Church
found his political views unpopular in various dioceses. While in Manchester he took part in the
historic fight for free speech in " Boggart Hole Clough," and later served as the Socialist curate
under the late W. E. Moll, the Socialist Vicar on Tyneside. He was active in the Church Socialist
League, but spent his later years in congenial parish work when Lady Warwick presented him with
the living of Thaxted, near her home in Essex. There he devoted himself to the interests of his
parishioners, the development of the Order of the Church Militant, and to much writing in addition.
He had frequent conflicts with parochial authority, but won his way by his genial tolerance and
sociability. Latterly his sight failed; nevertheless, he bravely continued his literary work until
he passed away last July, aged 73.

Elected Chairman to the L.C.C. on the nomination of his Labour colleagues in March this
year, the death of Sir Alfred Baker on April 2 was distressing to his many friends in legal and
political circles, where he was so well known and admired. He was a Middlesex magistrate, and as
an active partner in the firm of Kenneth Brown, Baker, Bakel;, he served the Party on many occasions
and was a good and reliable adviser. He was as faithful in his public service on the Port of London
Authority, the Thames Conservancy, the Governors of Dulwich College, the Regent Street Poly
technic, and the London Hospital, as he was devout.in his pronounced Protestantism.

" Charlie" Hansen came to England from his native Denmark in 1886 when he was 17 and
became a highly successful farmer in Cholsey, Berks. He entered fully into English life whi!e
retaining his Scandinavian associations and customs. A genial host and good friend of the Party ill

many ways, his sudden death on June 30, in his 74th year, was a grief to intimates in many Labour
Party and business circles.
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magistrate for over 25 years. He was elected to the National Executive Committee of the Party
in 1926 and was a member of the Geneflll Council of the Trades Union Congress from 1930 to 1936,
receiving the gold badge on his retirement. Like so many of his immediate CQlIeagues he began
life as a half-timer lind devoted his life ut\sparingly to the welfare of the weaving community from
whom he had sprung.

Peter Tevenan was by tums pottery worker, miner, platelayer, signalman, and stlltionmaster,
and his earlier Trade Union sel'Vice was given to the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants, of
whose Executive he was a member for some years prior to his appointment as Irish Organiset.
Later at Stockport he became Organiser to the Municipal Employees' Association, and in 1924
played a great part in the amalgamation that led to the formation of the National Union of General
and Municipal 'Yorkers, whose interests he continued to' promole up to his retirement in 1932.
For'30 years he was associated with the Public Services International, holding the Presidency for
12 years. His death on April 11 last in his 87th year leaves a memory ofa grand old worker for
Trade Unionism and Socialism, whom it was a ..He privilege to know.

Captain Edwin Tupper's death on October 23 brought back old recollections of the storm)'
days of the Scaman's Union whcn the late Havelock Wilson, its founder, was battling for improved
conditions in the Merchant Navy. As National Organiser, " Old Tup" as he was known, served
the Union from HliO through strike and stmgglc until his retirement in 1936. Antagonistie for
years to the Labour Party, in later life he was sll the more vigorous in his efforts for its recognition
and support among his seagoing eolleagues.

The Operstive Plaslerers, by the death of Henry Cockerill on June 28 in his 69th year, lost a
faithful officer who from 1923 to 1941 served as Assistant Secretary and it was widely regretted that
he enjoyed so short a period of retirement.

Among the young Socialists who came from Oxford in the years immediately before the Great
'Val", William Mellor made a distinctive and original reputation in the Movement. In 1913 he was
Secretary of Ihe Fabian Rescarch Dcpartment, and under George Lansbury's editorship subse
quently began his long connection with the Daily Herald. He remained on the staff while it appeared
as a weekly during the War, and afterwards when it resumed daily publication. He became editor
during the period when the paper passed under the control of the Labour Movement and continued
under the present management up to 1931. Mellor's various contributions to the discussion on
Guild Socialism were noteworthy and created interest over a wide field at home and abroad.
Seemingly dogmatic and persistent in pressing more radical policies upon the Party, at the same time
he sought to build bridges between the" Left" and the Communists. When the I.L.P. seceded
from the Party, he was one of the founders of the Socialist Le3gue and the first editor of the Tn·blme.
He was an able debater and propagandist, as well as a ready and competent writer. He suffered
imprisonment as a political conscientious objector during the Great War, when without doubt his
health was seriously undermined. He fouRht Enfield unsuccessfully in 1931 and 1935, and was
prospective candidLlte for Stockport at the time of his death on June 8, 1942. He was 53 and his
death was an untimely shock to all who held his friendship.

Two fervent Socialist Anglicans passed last year-James G. Adderley and Conrad Noel.
Future research workers wiU find in Adderley's" Stephen Remarx" much. of the atmosphere of
the Socialism of Victorian days. A conscientious Churehman, he held various clerical appoint
ments, latterly as Prebendary at St. Paul's. He had friends in varied circles and was a generous
benefactor to countless stmggling young clerics. Described on occasion as " the worst-dressed
and best-known clergymen in the Church of England," his death in his 82nd year was a source of
sorrow to many.

Conrod Noel was an uggressive Socialist in his Cambridl<'e days, and upon entering the Church
found his political views unpopular in various dioceses. \Vhile in Manchester he took part in the
historic fight for free speech in "Boggart Hole Clough," and later served as the Socialist curate
under the late '.Y. E. Moil, the Socialist Vicar on Tynl?l\ide. He was active in the Church Socialist
League, but spent his later years in congenial parish work when Lady Warwick presented him with
the livifUl: of Thaxted, near her home in Essex. There he devoted himself to the interests of his
parishioners, the development of the Order of the Church Militant, and to much writing in addition.
He had frequent conAiets with parochial authority, but won his way by his genial tolerance and
sociability. Latterly his sight failed; nevertheless, he bravely continued his liternry work until
he passed away last July, aged 73.

Elected Chainnan to the L.C.C. on the nomination of his Labour colleagues in March this
year, the death of Sir Alfred Baker on April 2 was distressing to his many friends in legal and
political circles, where he was so well known and admired. He was a Middlesex magistrate, and as
an active partner in the firm of Kenneth Brown, Baker, Bake~, he sen-ed the Party on many occasions
and was a good and reliable adviser. He was as faithful in his public service on the Port of London
Authority, the Thames Conservancy, the Governors of Dulwich College, the Regent Street Poly
technic, and the London Hospital, as he was devout.in his pronounced Proteatantism.

" Charlie" Hansen came to England from his native Denmark in 1886 when he was 17 and
became a highly successful farmer in Cholsey, Berks. He entered fully into English life whi!e
retaining his Scandinavian associations and customs. A genial host and good friend of the Party Ifl
many ways, his sudden death on June 30, in his 74th year, was a grief to intimates in many Labour
Party and business circles.
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In the struggling days of the old German Social Democrat Party before the Great War, Max

Beer represented its daily, Vorwaerts, in London. An Austrian Jew, he had been trained for the
Synagogue, but became immersed in the political fight against the Kaiser and Capitalism and joined
the journalistic staff of the Party. He suffered imprisonment for his writings, and succeeded
Edouard Bernstein in the London appointment. Commissioned by the German Party, he wrote
the" History of British Socialism,"which he deemed" but a feeble attempt to repay the enormous
mental debt he owed to English life and scholarship." The German edition had been a success
before the War; the English version did not appear until 1919, but has been re-issued on several
occasions since. As a Jew and a Socialist, he sought to escape from Hitler's Gestapo in 1933, was
detained at the frontier, but fortunately his identity was confused with a nationalist writer of the
same name, and he again reached Englan,d as a refugee. During the following years he worked away
in his frugal lodgings and the British Museum reading-room-where he had previously befn a
companion of Lenin's-and published several notable political treatises. Frail in physique, he
suffered much in his later days and passed away on May L British Socialists and
political students everywhere have cause to value his contributions to the long story of working-class
struggle.

Szmul Zygielbojm, leader of the Jewish Socialist Party (Bund) in Poland, and a well-known
comrade in the Labour and Socialist International, came to London to plead and work for the rescue
of his persecuted countrymen threatened with extermination by the Nazi invaders. He had been
active as a member of the V\'orkers' Defence in the battle for Warsaw, and had afterwards reached
the United States. An intimate colleague of Erlich and Alter in the Polish workers' struggle, dieir
disappearance arid the later news of their execution, with the continual tale of massacre that reached
him as a member of the Polish National Council in London, overwhelmed his devoted and cour
ageous spirit, and he was founq. dying by his own deed in his apartment on May 12.

The list of comrades who have given the best of their lives to the Movement in their own
localities extends year after year. Space forbids the tributes that their work deserves. Many of
their stories of struggle and success rest in the archives of the Party for future historians to appraise,
and their memories remain as happy possessions among those with whom they strove for a Greater
Britain. Here the names of some are recorded with the Movement's gratitude for good work done;
a number were victims of enemy action :-

Charles A. Henderson (N.U.R.), Tyne Dock; T. E. Smith (N.A.U. Labour), C1;latham,
C. N. Mitchell (Beamers, .Winders, etc.), Todmorden; Eli Shaw Bray (N.U.G.M.W.), Newsome;
Huddersfield; A. Glyn Evans (Co-operative, Essex).; John F. Price (Staffordshire Federation),
Stone; George Fineran (Battersea); George Smith (Peterborough); Albert T. Crawford (Corby) ;
William H. Seedall (Clitheroe); C. E. Mason (Battersea); W. G. E. Rohinson (Walthamstow) ;
John George Swift (Thurcroft): Hentry Copeland (Sleaford); Gerald Crawford (Edinburgh);
Walter B. T. Bell (Edinburgh) ; Herbt'rt Shawcroft (Kiveton Park); J. H. Surtees (South Shields) ;
Joseph Harland (Doncaster); James Bickerstaff (Worksop); George Rowell (Newton Abbot) ;

. Walter Wear (Whitehaven); John Speakman (Deptford); Henry Brooks (Abram); John Moor
house (Marsden); Stanley L. Porter (Camberwell); H. G. Quartermain (Lewisham); Frederick
Dellar (Royston); William Smith (Halifax); G. H. Wyatt (Plymouth); Joseph Elliott (Durham) ;
Wilfred Shaw (Quarry Bank); Richard Roberts (Stalybridge); J. D. Frayne (Stockport); J. J.
Cartwright (Rochester); Thomas Hopkinson (Kippax); William Few (Cambridge); Harry
Hease (Hackney); G. W. Silversides (Dulwich); Alex. Brennan (Tilbury); Patr;ck Murphy
(Wigan); Dyson Holland (Blackpool); J. E. Finn (Canterbury) ; Fred W. Sears (Sittingbourne) ;
Charles Webber (Taunton); Stanley Jones (Carnarvon); Henry Tavener (Yeovil); Arthur
Poole (Welwyn); Hugh Roberts (Carnarvon); William McDonald (Egremont); T. J. Turner
(Gosport); William Gaskell (Orell); Thomas Lang (Barnsley); Hugh Hamill (Leeds); George
Whiteley (Stockport); W. J. Hookey (Bournemouth); James Flanagan (Keighley); H. C. E. Bull
(Islington); W. T. Meyrick (Maids tone) ; Walter Lewis (Dartmouth); John Martin (Brixham) ;

. George K, Todd (Shipley); and Arthur W. Cox (Bristol).

Finally, though not of the Labour Party, a word of farewell to Fred Peaker, for long the Labour
Correspondent of the Morning Post, to whose lot on many occasions it fell to conclude Annual Party
Conferences with acknowledgments on behalf of the Press. He had a wide and intimate knowledge
of the Labour Movement matched by a varied collection of good stories, the best of which he gener
ally reserved for his Labour audiences. In his later years he was' Editor of The Srhoolmaster,
returning to educational interests to which he had been devoted as an elementary teacher in Leeds
in his early life. Fred Peaker became a Conference institution and his death last July leaves many
memories of good journalism and good humour among his old friends in the Party.

• As the National Executive Committee was concluding its consideration of this Report the
news reached the Head Office that George Morris, the Party's popular and efficient Organiser for
Wales, had been killed by enemy action on May 17. This tragedy is a heavy blow to the Movement,
particularly in South Wales, and deprives the Party of a wise Officer and a good Comrade. Born
in 1892 he was originally a steel worker, his early associations being with the British Iron, Steel
and Kindred Trades Federation, in which he held many local and national offices. Subsequently
he became Party Agent in the King's Norton Division, a member of the Birmingham Borough
Labour Party, and later that Party's Organiser and Secretary. In that capacity he not only sustained
the Party interests in the City, but on occasion took charge of numerous Parliamentary and Muni
cipal election contests in Birmingham and the vicinity between 1924 and 1932. He was appointed
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In the struggling days of the old German Social Democrnt Part}' before the Great Waf, Max
Beer represented its daily, Vorwaerls, in London. An Austrian Jew, he hlld been tmined for the
Synagogue, bUI became immersed in the political fight against the Kaiser and Capitalism and joined
the journalistic staff of the Party. He suffered imprisonment for his writings, and succeeded
Edouard Bernstein in the London appointment. Commissioned by the Gennan Party, he wrote
the" History of British Socialism,"which he deemed" but a feeble attempt to repay the cnannous
mental debt he owed to English life and scholarship." The German edition had been a success
before the War j the English version did not appear until 1919, but has been re~issued on several
occasions since. As a Jew lind a Socialist, he sought to escape from Hitler's Gestapo in 11)33, WB.S
detaint'd lit the frontier, but fortunately his identity was confused with a nationalist wrirerof the
same name, and he again reached Englal\d as a refugee. During the following years he worked away
in his frugal lodgings and the British Museum reading-room-where he had previously be{:n s
companion of Lenin's-and published several notable political treatises. Frail in physique, he
suffered mueh in his [liter days and passed away on May L British Socialists and
political students everywhere have cause to value his contributions to the long story of working-class
struggle.

S%mul Zygielbojm, leader of the Jewish Socialist Party (Bund) in Poland, and a weJl-known
comrade in thc Labour and Sociulist International, came to London to plead and work for the rescue
of his persecured countrymen threatened with extennination by the Nazi invaders. He had been
ilcth'e as a member of the V.:orkers' Defence in the battle for Warsaw, and had aftenvards reached
the United States. An intimate collea~eof Erlich and Alter in the Polish workers' struggle, tneir
disappearance and the later news of theIr execution, with the continual talc of massacre that reached
him B.S a member of the Polish National Council in London, overwhelmed his devoted and cour
ageous spirit, and he was found dying by his own deed in his apartment on May 12.

The list of comrades who have given the best of their jives to the Movement in their own
localities extends year after year. Space forbids the tributes that their work deserves. Many of
their stories of struggle and success rest in the archives of the Party for future historians to appraise,
and their memnries remain as happy possessiorul among those with whom they strove for a Greater
Britain. Here the names of some are «'corded with the Movement's gratitude for good work done:
a number were victims of enemy action:-

Charles A. Henderson (N.V.R.), Tyne Dock; T. E. Smith (N.A.U. Labour), Ci;latham,
C. N. Mitchell (Deamers, Winders, etc.), Todmorden; Eli Shaw Bray (N.V.a.M.W.), Newsome;
Huddersficld; A. Glyn Evans (Co-operative, Essex); John F. Price (Staffordshire Federation),
Stone; Georlle Fineran (Bauenea); Georlle Smith (Peterborough); Alberl T. Crawford (Corby);
William H. Seedall (Clitheroe); C. E. Mason (Battenea); W. G. E. Rohinson (Walthamstow; ,
John Geo~e Swifr (Thurcroft): Hentry Copeland (Sleaford); Gerald Crawford (Edinburgh ;
Walter n. T. Dell (F.dinbur~h) ; Hertwrt Shawcroft (Kiveton Park); J. H. Surtees (South Shields :
Joseph Harland (Doncaster); James Bickerstaff (Worksop); George Rowell (NeWlon Abbot) j

Walter Wear (Whitehaven); John Speakman (Deptford); Henry Brooks (Abram) j John Moor
house (Marsden); Stanley L. Porter (Camberwell); H. G. Quartermain (Lewisham); Frederick
Dellar (Royston) j William Smith (Halifax) j G. H. Wyatt (Plymouth); Joseph Elliott (Durham) ;
Wilfred Shaw (Quarry Bank); Richard Roberts (Stalybridge) j J. D. Frayne (Stockport) j J. J.
Carrwright (Rochester); Thomas Hopkinson (Kippax); William Fcw (Cambridge); Harry
Hease (Hackney); G. W. Silvcl'Ilides (Dulwich); Alex. Brennan (Tilbury); Patrick Murphy
(Wigan): Dyson Holland (Blackpool); J. E. Finn (Canterbury); Fred W. Sears (Sittingbourne);
Charles Webber (Taunton); Stanley Jones (Carnarvon); Henry Tavener (Yeovil); Arthur
Poole (Welwyn); Hugh Roberts (Carnarvon); William McDonald (ERremont!; T. J. Turner
(Gosport); William Gaskell (Orell); Thomas Lang (Barnsley); Hugh Hamill Leeds); George
Whiteley (Stockport); W. J. Hookey (Bournemouth); James Flanagan (Keighley); H. C. E. Bull
(Islington); W. T. Meyrick (Maidstone); Waller Lewis (Dartmouth); John Martin (Brixham);
George K. Todd (Shipley); and Arthur W. Cox (Bristol).

Finally, though not of the Labour Party, a word of farewell to Fred Peaker, for long the Labour
Correspondent of the Mnming PO~I, to whose 101 on many occasions it fell to conelude Annual Party
Conferences witl, acknowledgments on bchalf of the Press. He had a wide and intimate knowledge
of the Labour Movement matched by a varied collection of good stories, the best of which he gener
ally reserved for his Labour audiences. Tn his lacer years he was Editor of The Srlzoo{maltcr,
returning to educational interests to which he had been devoted as an e1cmentary teacher in Leeds
in his early life. Fred Peaker became a Conference institution and his death last July leaves many
memories of good journalism and good humour among his old friends in the Party.

As the National Executive Comminee was concluding its consideration of this Report the
news reached the Head Office that George Morris, the Party's popular and efficient Organiser for
Waks. had been killed by enemy action on May 17. This rragedy is a hca\'y blow to the Movement,
partiCll1<uly in South Wales, and deprives the Party of a wise Officer and a good Comrade. Born
in 1892 he was originally a steel worker, his early associations being with the British Iron, Steel
and Kindred Trndcs Federation, in which he held many local and national offices. Subsequently
he becnme Party Agent in the King's ~orton Division, a member of the Birmingham Borough
Labour Party, and later that Parey's Organlser and Secretary. In that capacity he not only sustained
the Party intcrests in the City, but on occasion took chargc of numerous Parliamentary and ~1uni

cipal election contests in Birmingham and the vicinity between }1)24 and 1932. He was appointed
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Welsh Organiser in the latter year and laid the foundations of the South Wales Regional Council,
of which he became Secretary in 1937. Keenly interested in the work and status of Party Agents,
he was active in the National Union of Labour Organisers and Election Agents and for a time
Chairman of its National Executive Committee. We'll-known and respected wherever his work
had taken him, George's death while fire-watching on the Regional Council premises during a
night air raid is a great loss to the Party and his many colleagues on the Party staff and throughout
the country.

A. J. DOBBS (Chairman)
GEORGE RIpLEY (Vice-Chaimlan)
JENNIE L. ADAMSON

C. R. ATTLEE

ALICE BACON

H. P. BOLTON

F. J. BUImows
HAROLD E. CLAY

GEORGE DALLAS

HUGH DALTON

H. EARNSHAW

BARBARA A YRTON GOULD

W. H. GREEN

JAMES GRIFFITHS

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ATTENDANCES
The Executive Comffiittee held 16 meetings between June, 1942, and May 18,

A. J. Dobbs (Chairman)
George Ridley (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs. Jennie L. Adamson
C. R. Attlee
Miss Alice Bacon
H. P. Bolton ..
F. J. Burrows
Harold E. Clay
George Dallas
Hugh Dalton ..
H. Earnshaw
Mrs. B. Ayrton Gould
W. H. Green ..
James Griffiths
Harold J. Laski
A. S. Moody
Herbert MorrisoB
P. J. Noel-Baker
R. Openshaw,..
W. A. Robinson
E. Shinwell
Miss Eleanor Stewart
James Walker
S. Watson
Miss Ellen Wilkinson
T. Williamson
J. S. Middleton (Secretary)

1943.
16
16
16
10
16

5
15
16.
15
15
15
16
14
15
16
16
13
13

7
12
16
14
14
10
14
13
14
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Welsh Organiser in the latter year and laid the foundations of the South \Vales Regional Council,
of which he became Secretary in 1937. Keenly interes'ted in the work and status of Party Agents,
he was llcth'e in the National Union of Labour Or/{aniscrs and Election Agents and for a time
Chairman of its NationaL Executive Committee. Well-known and respected wherever his work
had taken him, George's death while fire-watching on the Regiorllli Council premises during a
night air raid is a great loss to the Party and his many colleagues on the Party staff and throughout
the country.

A. ]. DODns (Chairman)
GEORGE RIDLEY (Vice-Chairman)
JE."INIE L. ADAMSON

C. R. ATIUiE
ALlCE BACON

H. P. BOLTON
F. J. DUllROWS

HAROI..!) E. Ct.\)'
CHaRCI; OAU..!iS

Huen DALTON
H. EARNSHAW

DAfUlARA A VRTON GOULD

W. H. GRIl)m
JAMES GRIFFITHS

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ATTENDANCES
The EJ:ecotive Committee held 16 meetings between June, 1942, and May 18, 1943.

A. J. Dobbs (Chairman) 16
George Ridley (Vice..Cltairtlllln) 16
Mrs. Jennie L. Adamson 16
C. R. Attlee 10
Miss Alice Bacon 16
H. P. Bolton 5
F. J. Durrows 15
Harold E. Clay 16
George Dallas Hi
Hugh Dalton 15
H. Eamshaw 15
Mrs. B. Ayrton Gould 16
W. H. Green... 14
James Griffiths 15
Harold J.. Laski 16
A. S. Moody l6
Herbert MOlTison 1:1
P. J. Noel-Baker 1:1
R. Openshaw .. 7
W. A. Robinson 12
E. Shinwell 16
Miss Eleanor Stewart 14
James \\'alker 14
S. Watson 10
Miss Ellen Wilkinson 14
T. Williamson 13
J. S. Middleton (Secr8taTy) 14
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
for the Year ended

Previous
Year RECEIPTS

£ DR. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
To BALANCE brought forward

3667 January I, 1942 General Fund 12527 1 8

2844 By-Election Insurance Fund 7311 7 4

19838 9 0

525

OJ AFFILIATION FEES:-

Royal Arsenal Co-operative
Society 525 0 0

Labour Parties-Arrears1987

3078 (1941)

343 (1942)

5408

OJ

-1942

-1943

1379 12 4

3059 2 11

582 2 5

5020 17 8

28

53

81

Socialist Societ;ies-Arrears

-1942

976

23 15 5
33 2 11

1820 Trade Unions-Arrears ..

45988 (1941) -1942

47808
53822

To By-ELECTION INSURANCE FUND;-

410 5 10

45601 12 4
--------- 46011 18 2

----- 51590 18 9

1244

4393

5637

233

3918

Premiums-Arrears

-1942

" DONATIONS:-

OJ Gene~al Party Activities

OJ LITERATURE

918 18 2

4702 16 0

5621 14 2

134 1 0

5095 11 11

Carried forward £82280 14 10
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
for the Year ended

Previous
Year RECEIPTS• DR. • ,. d. • ,. d. • ,. d.

ToB~CB brought forward
3667 January I, 1942 General F=d 12527 1 8

2844 By-Election lnsuronce F=d 7311 7 •
19838 9 0

" AFFILIATION FEES:-

Royal Arsenal Co-operative
Society 626 0 0

Labour Parties-Anent'S1987

3078 (1941)

343 (1942)

5408

"
"

-1942

-H143

1379 12 4.

3059 2 11

582 2 6
5020 17 tl

28 Socialist Socie\ies-Arrean 9 7 •
63 " "

-1942 23 15 5

33 , 11

81

Trade Unions-Arrears ..1820

45988 (1941)

47808

53822

" "
-1942

410 5 10

45601 12 4
46011 18 2

51590 18 9

12«

4393

5637

233

3918

To By-ELECTION INSURANCE FUND:-

Premiums-Arrears

-1942

" DONATIOl<."S;-

" General Party Activities

" LITERA'I'URB

918 18 2

4702 16 0

5621 14 2

134 1 0

5095 11 11

Carried forward £82280 l4. 10



AND PAYMENTS
December 31st, 1942

57

364

403
250
516

1169

" ANNUAL CONFERENCES:

London (less receipts)

" By-ELECTION INSURANCE FuND:

Grants to By-Elections ..
Miscellaneous
War Grants to Constituency Parties

520 9 4
299 4 4
137 0 0

272 15 9

956 13 8

Carried (Ol'W1lrd £304:?6 6 10
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Previous
Year

DR.

To MISCELLANEOUS ;-

47 Dividend (Victoria House Print-
ing Co., Ltd.) .. '

Kingsley and Thackeray Hotels ..
:l Roman Road Property
4 Study Courses

234 BaD.k Interest

Interest 3% Saving Bonds 1960/70

288

£ s. d. £ s.
Brought forward

d. £ s. d.
82280 14 10

£83029 11 7

" 5 0
2 13 •

5813 0
11 10 0

599 8 5,. o 10
748 16 9

58

DR.

To MISCELLA....."EOUS :-

47 Dividend (Victoria House Print_
ing Co., Ltd.) _. .

Kingsley and Thackeray Hotds ..
~ Roman Rood Property
.. Study Courses

234 Bank Intet'eSt

Interest 3% Saving Bond, 1960/7U

288

(. 10 d. (. I.

Brought £OIVo'8rd
d. [. So d.

82280 U 10

£83029 11 ?



"
BALANCE:-

GENERAL FUND:
Cash at Bank 1403 1 0

Savings Bonds 3% 1960/70 10000 0 0
11403

By-ELECTION INSURANCE FUND:
Cash at Bank 2226 7 10
Saving Bonds 3% 1960/70 10000 0 0

12226

1 0

7 10
----- 23629 8 10

£83029 11 7

" BALANCE;

GENERAL. FUND:

Cash at Bank
Savings Bonds 3% 1960/70

1403
10000

1 0

o 0
11403 0

By-EL.EetION INSURANCE FuND:

Cash at Bank
Saving Bonds 3% 1960/70

2226 7 10
10000 0 0

12226 7 10
23629 8 10

£83029 11 7
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LABOUR PARTY AGENTS' SUPERANNUA
For the Year ended

RECEIPTS
DR.

To Balance brought forward January 1, 1942 ..
" Further proceeds of 3d. Levy to liquidate Initial Liability ;

Labour Parties ..
" Interest allowed by Bank

£ s. d.
.. 25848 10 10

177 9 1

585 5 7

£26611 5 6

LABOUR PARTY AGENTS' SUPERANNUA
For the Year ended

RECEIPTS
DR.

To Balance transferred from Initial Liability Fund
" Interest allowed by Bank

£ s. d.
3222 3 3

7 10 6

£3229 13 9

LABOUR PARTY AGENTS'
For the Year ended

RECEIPTS
DR.

To Balance transferred from Initial Liability Fund
£ s. d.
2132 5 6
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RECEIPTS
DR.

To Balance transferred from Initial Liability Fund
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[, $. d.

3222 3 3
7 10 6
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For the Year ended

RECEIPTS
DR.

To Balance transferred from Initial Liability Fund
{. $. d.
2132 5 6



TION SOCIETY INITIAL LIABILITY FUND
December 31st, 1942

PAYMENTS

61

CR.
By Transfer to Labour Party Agents' Superannuation Society-members

. entering Society July 1, 1941 ..

" Transfer to Suspense Account-in respect of future entrants ..
,. Balance transferred to Labour Party Agents' Pension Fund

/

•

£ s. d.

21256 16 9

3222 3 3

2132 5 6

£26611 5 6

TION SOCIETY-SUSPENSE ACCOUNT
December 31st, 1942

PAYMENTS

CR. £ S. d.
By Transfer to Labour Party Agents' Superannuation Society-Agents

entering the Society since July 1, 1941 449 0 0

" Balance at Bank-Deposit Account 2780 13 9

£3229 13 9

PENSION FUND
December 31st, 1942

PAYMENTS
CR.

By Balance at Bank-Deposit Account ..
£ s. d.
2132 5 6

TION SOCIETY INITIAL LIABILITY FUND
December 31st, 1942

PAYMENTS

61

CR.
.By Transfer to Labour Party Agents' Superannuation Society-members

entering Society July 1, 1941
" Transfer to Suspense Account-in respect of future entrants ..
)' Balance transferred to Labour Party Agents' Pension Fund

•

[, s. d.

::l1256 16 9
3222 3 3

2132 5 6

l20611 5 6

TION SOCIETY-SUSPENSE ACCOUNT
December 31st, 1942

PAYl\1ENTS
CR. £ s. d.

By Transfer to Labour Party Agents' Superannuation Society-Agents
entering the Society since July I, 1941 449 0 0

.. Balance at Bank-Deposit Account 2780 13 9

£322!) 13 9

PENSION FUND
December 31st, 1942

PAYMENTS
CR.

By Balnnce at Bank-Deposit Account ..
£ s. d.
2132 5 6



By-ELECTION INSURANCE FUND:

Premiums outstanding and due to Fund
Investments
Interest accrued (less tax) •
Cash

LABOUR PARTY AGENTS SUPERANNUATION

SOCIETY SUSPENSE ACCOUNT :-

Cash

LABOUR PARTY AGENTS PENSION FUND:

Cash

808 5 0
10000 0 0

37 10. 0
2226 7 10
----- 13072 2 10

2132 5 6

2780 13 9

£39260 7 1

AUDITORS'

r'

We have examined the books and vouchers and verified balances
correct and that the Financial Statements printed in this .Report

62

BALANCE
December 31,

LIABILITIES £ f. d. £ $. d. £ $. d.

GSNEAAL FUND;-

Investments 14345 0 0
Office Furn"itu·rel,

Stlltionery, Literature
Stocks 4618 16 3

Amounts outstanding and
due to General Fund .. 2509 12 4

Leu Amounts owing and
received in advance 1601 3 7

----- 21275 :i 0
Cuh

908
1403

8 9
I 0

By-ELECTION INSUAANCB FUND:

Premiums outstanding and due to Fund
Investments
Interest accrued (less tax) •
Cuh

LABoult Pi\RTY AGENTS S1}I'I!~U"TION

SOCll:;'fV SUSPRNSE ACCOUNT :-

Ca.h

LABOUR PARTY ACENTS PENSION FuND:

Ca,h

808 I'> 0
10000 0 0

37 10 0
2226 '1 10

_____ 13072 2 10

2132 5 6

2780 13 9

£39260 '1 1

AUDITORS'

We have examined the books Bnd vouchers and verified balanca
correct and that the Financial Statements printed in this Report



SHEET
1942

ASSETS

CASH .•

£. s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

8542 8 1
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SUNDRY DEBTORS :-

For Affiliation Fees out
standing and due

. For By-Election Insurance
Premiums outstanding
and due ..

For Literature, etc., sold .•
Interest accmed {less tax)

Less:
Accounts owing and re

ceived in advance by
Labo.ur Party at
December 31, 1942

1855 1 3

808 5 0
585 13 10
106 7 3

3355 7 4

1601 3 7
1754 3 9

OFFICE FURNITURE AND STOCKS :

Furniture and Office Appliances (less
allowance for depreciation)

Stationery, etc. (at valuation)
Literature and Badges (at valuation)

1278 3 0
949 17 0

2390 15 3
4618 15 3

INVESTMENTS :-

55,000 Victoria House Printing Com-
pany Is. fully paid Ordinary Shares 2750 0 0

Property, Roman Road, Bethnal Green.. 1500 0 0
125 Buenos Aires Town and Docks

Tramways, Ltd., £1 fully paid shares. . 25 0 0
2 Kingsley and Thackeray Hotels, Ltd.,

5 per cent. Debentures, £50 each 70 0 0
£20,000 Savings Bonds 3%, 1960-.70 ., 20000 0 0

----- 24345 0 0

£39260 7 1

REPORT

in connection with the 1942 accounts. We certify that they are
ahow the position of the Party at December 31, 1942.

J. W. FOSTER

J..A. HALL
} AUDITORSr

SHEET
1942

ASSETS

CAm ..

£ I. d. (. I.d.(.I.d.

85(2 8 1

63

SUNDRY DBBTORS:-

For Affiliation Feu out
standing and due

For By-Election Insurance
Premiunu outstandina
and due ..

For Litertture, etc., sold ••
Interest accNed (less tn)

un:
Accounts owin,g and re

ceived in advance by
Llbour Plrty It
December 31, HU.2

1856 1 3

808 5 0
685 13 10
106 7 3

3355 7 4

1601 3 7
17M 3 G

QFPU::B F\1Rl'~tnntB AND STOCKS :

FunUtuf'e and Office Ap{)liances (leu
allowance for depreciation) ..

Stationery, etc. (It VIluation)
Lituature and Badget (It VIluation)

1278 3 0
949 17 0

2390 15 3
4618 16 3

70 0 0
.. ooסס2 0 0

25 0 0

a.."Vll!rrMI!NI'S :-
55,000 Viet:oria HOUlle Printing Com

pany Is. fuUy paid Otdinary Shares
Property, Roman Road, Bcthnal Green ..
125 Buenos Aires Town and Docb

TramwaY', Ltd., £1 fully paid sharel ..
2 Kinasley and Thlckeray Hotels, Ltd.,

6 per cent. Debentures, (.50 each
(.20,000 Savings Bonds 3%, 1960-.70

2'50
1500

o 0
o 0

24346 0 0

£39260 7 1

REPORT

in connection with the 1942 accounts. We certify that they are
Ihow the position of the Party lit Deeember 31, 11142.

J. W. FOSTER

). ft. HALL
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THE LABOUR PARTY STAFF
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT-

RECEIPTS [, $. d. [, $. d
To CONTRIBUTIONS :-

Members-Ordinary 1688 0 11
-Past Service 110 19 8

1799 0 7
THE LABOUR PARTY :-
Ordinary 1688 011
Sixth Instalment re Past Service .. 1357 0 0

----- 3045 0 11
TRANSFERS FROM AGENTS' SUPERANNUATION SOCIETY. 70 11 2
DIVIDENDS AND INTEREST (including Income Tax

recovered) 826 19 11
INCOME TAX DEDUCTED FROM WITHDRAWALS

(to be paid over to Inland Revenue) .. 17 16 5

5759 9 0
BALANCES AT JANUARY 1, 1942 :-

Current Account 120 9 2
Deposit Account 1691 3 1

1811 12 3

£7571 1 3

EXPENDITURE
To CONTRIBUTIONS WITHDRAWN (including Interest)

" PENSION PAYMENTS
" AUDIT FEE, 1942 ..

" BALANCE, NET REVENUE, carried.to Balance Sheet

REVENUE ACCOUNT
[, s. d.

142 11 J
182 1 4

£>50

329 17 6
5423 8 5

[,5753 5 11

LIABILITIES AND ,FUNDS
SUPERANNUATION FUND :-

Balance as at January 1, 1942
ADD: Net Revenue for the year

Transfers from Agents' Superannuation Society

DUE TO INLAND REVENUE-Tax deducted from Withdrawals
RBSERVE FOR OUTSTANDING EXPENSBS

BALANCE SHEET-
[, $. d. f. $. d.

25616 1 10
5423 8 0

70 11 2
31110 1 5

17 16 5
5 0' 0

23 1 5

[,31133 2 10

We have audited the Accounts of the Society for the year ended December 31, 1942, and certify
that, in our opinion, the foregoing Statements show correctly the transactions for the year and tbe
position of affairs as at December 31, 1:142. We have verified the Investment. and Bank balanc...
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THE LABOUR PARTY STAFF
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT-

RECEIPTS
To CONTRIBUTIONS :

~enlbers--{)rdinary

" -Past S«vicc

THE LABOUR PARTY :-
Ordinary
Sixth Instalment 7f! Past Service

TRANSFERS FRO:'\I AGENTS' SUPERANNUATION Socllrrx..
DIVIDENDS AND INTER1!ST (including Income Tax

recovered) ..
INCOMB TAX omuC'TIID FROM WITHDAAWo\LS

(to be paid over to Inland Revenue) ..

BALANCES AT JANUARY I, 1942 :
Current AccoUDt
Deposit Account

, .. d. , ,. d

1688 0 It
110 10 8

1799 0 7

1688 0 It
1367 0 0
----3041> 0 11

70 1I ,
826 19 1I

17 16 •
6769 9 0

120 9 2
1691 3

1811 12 3

£7571 1 3

EXPENDITURE
To CoNTRIBUTIONS WITHX:lRAWN (including Interest)

" PENSION PAYMENTS
.. AUDIT FmI, 1942 ..

BALANCE, NET RBVllNUJl, carried to BaLance Sheet

REVENUE ACCOUNT
[. I. d.

142 11 I
182 1 4
•• 0

329 17 6
6423 8 li

£ti753 5 11

LIABILITIES AND FUNDS
SUPJ:!]\ANNUATION FUND :-

Balance aa at January I, 1942
Ano : Net Revenue for the yur

Transfers from Agents' Superannuation Society

DUE TO INLAND RBvllNU8-Tax deducted from Withdrawals
Ras.6RVE FOR OUTSTANDINQ ElG'£NSBS

BALANCE SHEET-, .. d. , f. 4.

25616 1 10
6423 8 •70 11 2

31110 •
17 16 ,
• • 0

23 1 •

£31133 2 10

We have audited the Aocounta of the Society for the,.ear end~ December 31, 1942, and ""....fy
that, in our opinion, the forqoilli' Slaternenta .boor co~cly the trano...dolll for th.. ye.... and tbo
~tion of afJain .. at December 31, 1~.2. We IuIve verified the Invutment. and aanl< babne...



SUPERANNUATION SOCIETY
Year Ended December 31,1942

PAYMENTS £ s. d. £ s. d.
By WITHDRAWALS :--

Members' Ordinary Contributions 134 2 5

"
Past Service 2 0 g

Accrued Interest 6 8 1
142 11 2

Pension Payments 182 1 4
Audit Fee, 1941 .. 5 5 ()

Income Tax paid over (re 1941) 18 3 11

348 1 5

"
INVESTMENTS PURCHASED ;-

£2,500 3 % Savings Bonds, 1955{65 2498 8 9
[3,000 3 % Savings Bonds, 1960{70 2998 2 6

----- 5496 11 3
" BALANCES AT DECEMBER 31, 1942 ;-

Current Account 307 6 1
Deposit Account 1419 2 6

1726 8 7

£7571 1 3

Year Ended December 31,1942
INCOME £ s. d. £ s. d:

By CONTRIBUTIONS :-
Members-Ordinary .. 1688 0 11

-Past Service 110 19 8
1799 0 7

THE LABOUR PARTY;-
Ordinary 1688 0 11
Sixth Instalment re Past Service 1357 0 0

----- 3045 o 11
" DIVIDENDS AND INTEREST 909 4 5

-----
£5753 5 11

as at December 31, 1942
ASSETS £ s. d. £ s. d.

BALANCES AT C.W.S. BANK :-
Current Account .. 307 6 1
Deposit Account 1419 2 6

1726 8 7
INVESTMENTS (at cost) ;-

£4000 Commonwealth of Australia 3! % Stock, 1951/54 3880 0 0
£2000 Corporation of City of Norwich 3! % Redeemable

Stock 2000 0 0
£1500 London County Consolidated 3i % Stock, 1968/73 1511 5 0
£6500 3! % Conversion Stock . . . .' . . . . 6270 2 9
£4000 3! % War Loan Stock 3796 2 7
£ 1150.18. 1 Corporation of Hull 3! % Stock 999 10 0
£5000 County of Durham 3t % Mortgage, 1951/56 5000 0 0
£2500 3 % Savings Bonds, 1955{65 .. 2498 8 9
£3000 3 % Savings Bonds, 1960/70 2998 2 6

28953 11 7
DIVIDENDS AND INTEREST, ACCRUED 262 8 8
INCOME TAX RECOVERABLE .. 190 14 0

£31133 2 10
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Transport lIouse,
Smith Square, S.W.1

April 14, 1943.
WATSON COLLIN & CO.,

Chartered Accountants.
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SUPERANNUAnON SOCIETY
Year Ended December 31, 1942

PAYMENTS l ,. d. l s. d.
By WITHDItAWAU; :----

Members' Ordinary Contribution9 134 2 5
" Pall Service "

2 • •Accrued Interest 6 8 1
142 II 2

Pension Payments 182 I 4
Audit Fcc, 1941 .. 6 6 •Income Tax paid over Cre 1941) 18 3 11

348 6

" INVESTM~7S PURCHASEO :--
i2,500 3 % Savings Bonds, H155/65 2498 8 9

3,000 3 % Savings Bonds, 1900/70 :W98 2 6
5496 II 3

" BALANCES AT D£CEl',IBIllt 31, 1942;-
Cunent Account 307 6 1
Deposit Account 14111 2 ,

1726 8 7

£7571 3

Year Ended December 31, 1942
INCOME l ,. d. l ,. d.

By CONTRIBUTIONS :-
Members-Ordinary .. 1688 • II

"
-PUt Service II' I' 8

1799 • 7
THE LABOUR PARTY:-

Ordinary HiSS
• IISixth Instalment re Past Service 1357 • •----- 3045 • II

"
DIVIDENDS A.."<D INTllREST 909 4 6

£5753 6 II

as at December 31, 1942
ASSETS l ,. d. l ,. •.

BALANCES AT C.\V.S. BANK :-
Current Account .. 307 6 I
Deposit Account 1419 2 6

1726 8 7
INV!iSTMENTS (at cost) :-

£4000 Commonwealth of Australia 31 % Stock, 1951/64- 3880 0 •£2000 Corporation of City of Norwich 31% Redeemable
Stock 2000 • •Z1600 London County Consolidated 3! % Stock, 1968/73 Hill 5 0

6600 31 % Conversion Stock . . . . . . . . 6270 2 9
£4-00031 % War Loan Stock 3796 2 7
('1 J50. IS . I Corporation of Hull 31 % Stock 999 10 •(,5000 County of Durham 3+ % Mortgage, 1951/5ll 5000 • •£2500 3 % Savinga Bonds, 1066/66 2498 8 9
£3000 3 % Savinga Bonds, 1060/70 2998 2 0

28953 II 7
DIVIDENDS AND INTIlJU::5T. ACCRUBD 262 8 8
INCOME TAX REcOVI!IV.DLJI -. 190 14 •

£31133 2 10

T ...nsport House,
Smith Squorc, S.W.l

April. 14, 1943.
WATSON COLLIN'" CO.,

ChaTt.,.d AuQUllW"u.



21705 16 9

1548 0 0

2025 II 7
283 5 8

2035 6 9
4344 4 0

98 5 6
3 II 6

£27699 17 9
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THE. LABO'UR PARTY AGENTS'
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT-

RECEIPTS £ s. d. £ s. d.
THE LABOUR PARTy-Contribution in respect of initial

liability for past service ..
LONDON LABOUR PARTy-Contribution in respect of

initial liability for past service
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED:-

Members' Ordinary
" Past Service ..

, Employers' Ordinary

BANK INTEREST (less charges)
INCOME-TAX DEDUCTED FROM REFUNDS

EXPENDITURE
CONTRIBUTION REFUNDS
PENSION PAYMENTS
AUDIT, ETC., CHARGES

BALANCE, CARRIED TO BALANCE SHEET

REVENUE ACCOUNT
£ s. d.

182 14 0
91 3 10
550

279 2 10
4404 14 8

£4683 17 6

We have audited the Accounts of the Society for the period from its inception to December 31,
1942, and certify that, in our opinion, the foregoing Statements show correctly the transactions for the
period and the position of affairs as at December 31, 1942. We have verified the Investment and
Bank balances.
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THE LABOUR PARTY AGENTS'
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT-

RECEIPTS £ .. d. £ .. d .
THE LABOUR PARTV-COntribution in respect of initinl

liability for past service .. 21705 16 •LoNDON LAQOUR PARTy-Contribution in respect of
initial liability for past service 1548 0 0

CO!'o'TRIDUTIONS RECEIVED :-
Memben;' Ordinary .. 2025 II 7

" Past Service .. 283 , •Employers' Ordinary 2035 , 9
4344 4 •BANK INTEResT (less charges) 9. 5 6

b:COMIl-TAX DIillUCTRD FRO;"1 REFUNDS 3 II 6

£276!)!) 17 •

EXPENDITURE
COI,ITRIBUTION REFUNDS
PENSION PAYMENTS
AUDIT, ETC., CHARGES

BAl.ANCE, CARIIlED TO BAUNCE SHE.ET

REVENUE ACCOUNT
[, s. d.

182 14 0
91 3 10

5 5 0

279 2 10
4404 14 8

£4683 17 6

LIABILITIES AND FUNDS
SUNDRY CfUlDITORS (for Contributions refundable, ctc.)
SUBSCRIPTiONS RECEIVED IN Aov";-';CI!

BALANCE SHEET-
£s.d. £s.d.

I L7 3 8
37 18 3

155 II
SUI'BRANNUATIO~FUND;-

Contributiol1ll in respect of initial liability fo, Past
Service:-

The Labour Party .. 21705 10 •London Labour Party 1548 0 0

23253 16 •Less: TR.'NSFJmS TO STAFF SUPlffiANNUATtON SOCIETY 70 II 2

23183 5 7
Add; NeT R1NI!NUB FOR 'nIF. P~IOD FROM INCEPTION

TO D.'\TE, AS PIlR RRvENUI! ACCOUNT 4404 14 8
27588 0 3

£27743 2 2

We have audiled the Account. of Ih~ Soeiety for th~ period from it. inception 10 Oeeember 31.
1042. and """ify thor, in Our opinion, tbe fo,..,goinll Statement. abow oorrectly the tran.a~tion. for the.
period and the pooitio" of afh,t'll .. at Oeeember 31, 19~2. We have verified the Invellment and
Hank balance••



SUPERANNUATION SOCIETY
for the period from July 1, 1941, to December 31, 1942

PAYMENTS £ s. d. £ 5. d.
CONTRIBUTIONS WITHDRAWN 74 6 10
TRANSFERS TO STAFF SUPERANNUATION SOCIETY .. 70 11 2

144 18 0
PENSION PAYMENTS 91 3 10

, INVESTMENT PURCHASED ;-
£24,500 3 per ce'nt. Savings Bonds, 1960/70 24500 0 0

BALANCES AT BANK, DECEMBER 31, 19<12;-
Current Account 331 4 10
Deposit Account 2632 11 1

2963 15 11

£27699 17 9
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'2034 14 0
283 4 0

2034 14 0

for the periodfrom July 1, 1941, to December 31, 1942
INCOME ,£

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVABLE;
Members' Ordinary

" Past Service
Employers' Ordinary

BANK AND INVESTMENT INTEREST RECEIVABLE

s. d. £ s. d.

4352 12 0
331 5 6

£4683 17 6

a~ at December 31, 1942
ASSETS

C.W.S. BANK BALANCES :
Current Account
Deposit Account

INVESTMENT :-
£24,500 3 per cent. Savings Bonds, 1960/70 (at cost) ••

INTEREST ACCRUED ON INVESTMENT AND BANK ACCOUNTS
CONTRIBUTIONS IN ARREAR (SINCE RECEIVED) ,

£ s. d.

331 4 10
2632 11 1

£ s. d.

29'63 15 11

24500 0 0
233 0 0

46 6 3

Transport House, .
Smith Square, LONDON, S.W.l.

April 14, 1943:

£27743 2 2

WATSON COLLIN & CO.,
Chartered· Accountants.
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SUPERANNUATION SOCIETY
for the period from July I, 1941, to December 31, 1942

PAYMENTS £ s. d.
CONTRIOUTIONS \VITHDRAWN . • 74 6 1()
TRANSFERS TO STAFF SUPP.RA"~UATIONSOCJlrI"Y. • 70 II 2

£" s. d.

144 18 •PENSIOS P"Y~fENTS 01 3 I.
INVIlSTMI!..'" PURCHASRD;-

£24,500 3 per cent. Savings Bonds, 19UOnO 24500 • •BAI.....NCIlS AT BANK, DECEMIIER :11, 1942;-
Current Account 331 • !O
Deposit Accoum 2632 II I

2963 15 II

£27699 17 •

s. d. £" s. d.

4352 12 0
331 5 6

•••
-2034 14

2$:1 4
2034 14

for the period from July 1, 1941, to December 31, 1942
INCOME £"

CO/'-l'RIBUTIONS RECEIVABLE;
Members' Ordinary

" Past Service
Employers' Ordinary

BANK AND INVESTMENT 1!'o'TEREST RECBIVAllLE

£4683 17 6

as at December 31, 1942
ASSETS

C.\V.S. BANK BALANCES:
Current Account
Deposit Account

INVESTMIlNT :-
£24,5003 per cent. Savings Bonds, 1060/70 (at cost) •.

b.'TEREST ACCIIUHO ON 11\.'VESTMENT A~O BANI( ACCOUNTS
COl'.'TRIDOTJO:<:S IN AUIIEAII (SINCil HECIlIVED) ,.

£" s. d.

331 4 10
2632 11 I

£ •• d.

2963 I' II

24500 • •23:1 • •
" 6 3

£27743 2 2

Tnnlport House,
Smith Square, LONDON, S.W.t.

April H, 1943.

WATSON COLLIN & CO.,
CIlaruud A"DU1IU>nU.
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PARLIAMENTARY REPORT
(1941·42)

An Interim Report on the Session 1941-42 up to the Easter Adjournment was submitted to
the last Annual Conference. The Session was resumed on April 13, and was concluded on
November 10.

THE BUDGET

On April 14 the Chancellor of the Exchequer made his Annual Budget Statement. He
expressed gratitude to the United States for aid under Lease-Lend, of which this country was
likely to have received up to the end of March about £600,000,000, and he also thanked the Canadian
Government for assistance free of charge up to a total of 1,000 million dollars.

With regard to domestic finance, the general level in the prices of essential goods had been
fairly stable for 10 months, the cost to.the Exchequer in the last year being £125,000,000, and a
higher figure would probably be reached in the current year.

The revenue for the year, £2,074,000,000, exceeded the estimate by £280,000,000, the total
expenditure was £4,776,000,000, and the estimated expenditure for the coming year was
£5,286,000,000, an increase of £510,000,000 over last year's actual expenditure.

He announced that, in order to make the purchase tax uniform on all stationery, account books
and plain books were to be brought in, that on a list of" luxury" articles, the tax would be increasep
to 66~ per cent., and that he proposed later to remove the tax altogether from utility clothing, boots
and shoes.

With regard to income tax, he would extend' to all persons in employment the concession
granted to manual workers last year of an allowance for additional travelling expenses up to a
maximum of £10 a year. In announcing some modification in the periods of assessment of wage
earners in special cases, the Chancellor also stated that so far no practicable and equitable method
of tax deduction from current wages had been devised, but he proposed that the present minimum
of £1 17S. 6d. weekly at which deductions are not required from a single man be raised to £2,
in the case of a married man without children, from £2 17s. 6d. to £3, with one child, to £4, and
with two or more children, to £5.

He also proposed, in the case of a married woman's earnings, to increase the ~ersonal allowance
from £45 to £80 for the period of the war.

The basis of assessment of farming profits was to be altered to produce £7,000,000 a year
more; and, finally, he announced substantial increases in the taxation on tobacco, wines, spirits,
beer. and entertainments. .

Party speakers welcomed the proposed removal of the purchase tax from utility clothing, boots
Bnd shoes, and expressed the view that this should be regarded as only the first instalment of a new
policy. The Chancellor was also pressed to take intp account the position of old age pensioners.
It was not fair that those who went out to work in present circumstances should have to pay income
tax on their own and their wives' old age pension, whilst, on the other hand, there were those who
could not add to their income and were suffering increasing privation.

On the Second Reading of the Finance Bill nothing new of any importance emerged except an
announcement that the removal of the purchase tax from utility clothing would be effected early in
August instead of in September, and that the tax would not be charged on utility boots and shoes
when they appeared on the market, probably in June.

On the later stages of the Finance Bill the only substantial alteration' in the original Budget
proposals was a further concession with respect to income tax. The Chancellor stated that he had
decided to apply the £3 limit not only to the married taxpayer without children, but also to any
taxpayer with a child for whom allowance can be claimed. Similarly, the £4 limit would apply
not only to the married couple with one child, but to the taxpayer with two childreQ, and the £5
limit would apply not only to the married couple with two or more, but to the taxpayer with three
or n:)ore children.

COAL POLICY AND FUEL RATIONING

On April 21 the President of the Board of Trade announced that it had been decided to
introduce a rationing scheme for the domestic consumption of fuel as from June I, the scheme to
be based upon a Report submitted by Sir William Beveridge on this particular question. A
good deal of hostility was shown in other than Labour quarters, numerous questions were put,
and a Motion was tabled against rationing and declaring for an increased production of coal by
getting more men back from the Army, and by other means. It appeared that vested interests
were getting nervous. It was true that the Beveridge Report was vague as regards details, but the
Minister's position was that no details of the scheme had been settled and the Government would
welcome a·debate and consider any suggestions. The Party came to the conclusion that a global
reduction in the consuJ:!lption of ~oal was necessary b:( means of an equitable system of rationing,
but also expressed the vIew that thIS would not be suffiCIent to meet the situation unless accompanied
by some such reorganisation of the coal industry as recommended by the National Council of
Labour.

A debate took place on May 7 for the purpose of hearing any alternative suggestions to the
Beveridge Scheme. Only one was made, to the effect that any scheme of rationing should be admin
istered by the distributors, that IS to say, the coal merchants and ,gas and electricity undertakings,
but the Government view was that this would lead to another olack market. Party 'speakers, of
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PARLIAMENTARY REPORT
(1941-42)

An Interim Report on the Session 1941.42 up to the E:J.ster Adjoumment was submitted to
the last Annual Conference. The Session was resumed on April 13, and was concluded on
November 10.

THE BUDGET
On April 14 the Chancellor of the Exchequer made his Annual Budget Statement. He

expressed gratitude to the United States for aid under Lease-Lend, of which this oountry was
likely to have received up to the end of March about £600,000,000, and he also thanked the Canadian
Go\"cmment for assistance free of charge up to a total of J,ooo million dollars.

With regard to domestic finance, the general level in the prices of essential goods had been
fairly stable for 10 months, the cost to.1he Exchequer in the last )'ear being £1:1;5,000,000, and a
higher figure would probably be reached in the current year.

The revenue for the year, £2,074,000,000, exceeded the estimate by £280,000,000, the total
expenditure was £4,776,000,000, and the estimated expenditure for the coming year was
£5,286,000,000, an increase of £510,000,000 over last year's actual expenditure.

He annobnced that, in order to make the purchllsc tax uniform on all stationery, account books
and plain books were to be brought in, that on a list of" luxury" articles, the tax would be increases!
to 66t per cent., and that he proposcd later to remove the tax altogether from utility clothing, boots
and shoes.

With regard to income tax, he would extend to all persons in employment the concession
granted to manual workers last year of an allowance for additional travelling expenses up to a
maximum of £10 a year. In announcing some modification in the periods of assessment of wage
earners in special cases, the Chancellor also stated that so far no practicable and equitable method
of tax dcduction from current wages had been devised, but hc proposed that the present minimum
of £r I7s. 6d. weekly at which deductions are not required from II singlc man he roised to £2,
in the case of a married mlln without childrcn, from £2 17s. 6d. to £3, with one child, to £4, and
with two or more children, to £5.

He also proposed, in the case ofa married woman's earnings, to increase the penonsl allowance
from £45 to £80 for the period of the war.

The busis of assessment of farming profits was to be altered to produce £7,000,000 a year
more; and, finally, he announced substsntial increases in the taxation on tobacco, wines, spirits,
beer snd entertainments.

Party speakers welcomed the proposed removal of the purchase tax from utility clothing, boots
and shoes, and expressed the view that this should be regardcd as only the first instalment of a new
policy. The Chancellor was also pressed to take intpaccount the position of old age pensioners.
It was not fair that those who went out to work in present circumstances should have to pay incomc
tax on their own and their wives' old age pension, whilst, on the other hllnd, there were those who
could not add to their income and were suffering increasing privlltion.

On the Second Rcading of the Finance Dill nothing new of any importance emerged except an
announcement that the removal of the purchase tax from utility clothing would be effected eally in
August instead of in September, and that the tax would not be charged on utility boots and shoes
when they appeared on the market, probably in June.

On the later stages of the Finance Dill the only substantial alteration in the original Budget
proposals was It further conce88ion with respect to income tax. The Chancellor stated that he had
decided to apply the £3 limit not only to the married taxpayer without children, but also to any
taxpayer with a child for whom allowance can be claimed. Similarly, thc £4 limit would apply
not only to the married couple with one child, but to the taxpayer with two childrcl,l, and the £5
limit would apply not only to the married couple with t\\10 or more, but to the taxpayer with three
or more children.

COAL POLICY AND FUEL RATIONING

On April 21 the President of the Board of Trade announced that it had been decided to
introduce a rationing scheme for the domestic consumption of fuel as from June I, the scheme to
be baaed upon a Report submitted by Sir William Beveridge on this particular question. A
good deal of hostility was shown in other than Labour quarters, numerous questions were put
and a Motion was tabled against rationing and declaring for an increased production of coal b;
getting more men back from the Army, and by other m.eans. It appeared that vested interests
were getting n~~vous. It was true t~at the Beveridge R ...port was vague as regards details, but the
Minister's posttlon was that no detads of the scheme had been settled and the Government would
welc0r:'c a. dehate and con~ider any suggestions. The Party ClIme to th~ conclusion that a global
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by some such reorgartllllltIon of the coal IOdustry as recommended by the National Council of
Labour.
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istered by the distrihut?r8, that is to s~y, the coal merchants and gas and electricity undertakings,
but the Government VIew was that this would lead to another black market. Party speaken, of
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course, emphasised that rationing by itself would not be enough; and the Government indicated
that the question of reorganisation of the coal industry was being considered and that a statement
would be made shortly.

The Government undertook to produce a White Paper setting forth the details of the proposed
rationing scheme, in the expectation of another debate.

On May 13 the Lord Privy Seal announced a change in Government policy. It had been
decided to submit to the House after Whitsun their coal proposals as a whole, covering both
production and consumption and the organisation of the industry. It was clear from this that there
was to be no rationing scheme put in force on June r.

One June 3 the White Paper appeared. "It announced that the Government had decided
to assume full control over the operation of the mirtes, to establish a National Coal Board, and
Regional Coal Controllers with large powers, assisted by Regional Coal Boards, all responsible
to a Minister. Pit Production Committees would be given increased powers and a nev\>" Service
created to care for the health and rehabilitation of the miners. Further, the miners' claim for th~:

national settlement of wages and conditions was to be conceded and appropriate machinery set up.'
The Government had decided in the light of the last debate that it was not essential to introduce

a scheme of rationing forthwith, but plans would be prepared pretty much on the lines of the
Beveridge proposals to be put into effect if and when considered necessary.

It also transpired that the control of the industry was to be exercised by a Ministry of Fuel and
Po~er, and that Major Lloyd George was to be the new Minister in place of Mr. David Grenfell,
Who had been Secretary to the Mines Department. The new Ministry would absorb the Mines
and Petroleum Departments of the Board of Trade and all such responsibilities for gas and
electricity supply as are at present assigned to the Board. This change would bring under tht
direct control of a single Minister of Cabinet rank all the functions of the Government in relatioI\
to the production and consumption of fuel and power. There would be' two Parliamentary
Secretaries, one of whom would be Mr. Tom Smith, M.P.

Jl,me 10 and II were set apart for a debate on the White Paper, and the Party immediately
began to consider the proposals in preparation for the debate. Several meetings were held at whicl,
the President of the Board of Trade explained the. details of the scheme of reorganisation
Eventually it was decided that, whilst not regarding the scheme as a complete solution to the
problems of the coal mining industry, the Party would accept the proposals as an advance on the
existing position, but urged that everything possible should be done to strengthen the scheme
and enable the industry to play its full part in the prosecution of the war effort.

The debate took place, and the Party speakers spoke on the lines of the above decision. The
I.L.P., however, moved an Amendment to the Government Motion. This Amendment called
for nationalisation and secured 8 votes in the division lobby.

In the autumn, two days (October I and 6) were given to a discussion on the coal situation.
The new Minister of Fuel and Power opened and gave an account of his work since coming into
office. Decreased output and steeply rising requirements had created a deficit of eleven million
tons which he was satisfied could be wiped out by co-operation in the industry itself and with the
aid of consumers, both industrial and domestic. He had started with an instruction from the
House to give voluntary economy a fair trial, but at the same time it was laid down that preparations
should be made to introduce a rationing scheme at short notice if such should be necessary. It
was too early yet to judge the full effect of the fuel economy campaign. He gave an assurance that
the small consumers would be safeguarded.

The Party urged in many speeches that the gravity of the situation could not be ignored, and
that it was imperative to get more miners back from the Forces and to ensure fair distribution by a
system of rationing.

The Lord President of the Council, winding up the debate, stated that miners could not be
released from the Field Army, but that the question of rationing later on was not ruled out. The
debate finished in an atmosphere of great uneasiness.

MINISTRY OF WORKS AND PLANNING BILL

On April 29 this Bill was read a second time and ultimately passed. It was merely a pre
liminary measure enlarging the title and functions of the Ministry of Works and Buildings to include
the responsibilities of town and country planning. The Bill was welcomed and the hope expressed
that the more important Bill on policy would be forthcoming soon.

WAR DAMAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL

This Bill was read a second time on April 30 and passed shortly afterwards, its chief purpose
being to keep the War Damage scheme in being. It was ascertained that the income from premiums
was up to the estimate, but little information was gleaned as to the work of the Commission. Whilst
the Bill also provided for a number of technical improvements, regret was expressed at the absence
of any proposal to improve the position of those engaged in the process of buying their own h01:lses.
It was urged that where a house had been demolished or damaged, it was' not right that the mort
gagee should still be entitled to his full interest.

INDIA

On April 28 the Lord Privy Seal gave an account of his mission to India. Before arrange
ments were made for the debate the Party pressed for, and obtained, the publication of a White
Papet: setting forth all the facts. The Minister's statement was accepted, particularly his observa
tion that the door was not closed. The Party,· however, criticised the speech of the British
Ambassador to the United States, made at a time when the negotiations were in progress-, and
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also made the suggestion that it would be a good gesture to merge the India Office in the Dominions
Office. The Government disclaimed any responsibility for the Ambassador's speech and turned
down the suggestion to transfer the work of the India Office to the Dominions Department. The
general feeling was that the action taken by the Government had not been altogether abortive and
that no opportunity should be lost of taking up the problem anew.

On September 10, the Prime Minister made a statement on the situation in India. He said
that the course. of events there had been improving and was, on the whole, reassuting. The
broad principles of the declaration of the Government which formed the basis of the Mission of
the Lord Privy Seal must be taken as representing the settled policy of the British Crown and
Parliament. No one could add anything to them, and no one could take anything away. The
good offices of the Lord Privy Seal were rejected by the Congress Party, but this did not end the
matter. Congress did not represent all India; it did not represent the majority; it did not even
represen.t the Hindu masses; it was a political organis'ation built around a party machine and
sustained by certain manufacturing and financial interests. The Congress Party had now abandoned
in many respects the policy of non-violence and had come into the open as a revolutionary move
ment: That movement had the intention, or at any rate the effect, of hampering the defence of
India. In conclusion he stated that large reinforcements had reached India, and he felt entitled
to report that the situation in India gave no occasion for undue despondency or alarm.

The tone of the speech, if not altogether the substance, gave rise to resentment in the House,
and the Party immediately made arrangements for an early debate. This took place the following
day on the Motion for the Adjournment, although a number of Conservatives had tabled a Motion
approving the Prime Minister's statement. ' .

In the debate on the Adjournment the Party spokesman expressed the view that the Prime
Minister's statement was not calculated to improve Anglo-Indian relations. He did not think it
would have a good effect on the United States, and it would have a most unfortunate effect iq India
itself. There was a deep desire among men of divergent outlook in India to find a settlement and it
was not helpful to announce that the last word had been said by the British Government. He
urged that when civil disobedience ends there should be further talks.

Later the Government introduced a Bill to continue the existing authority whereby the
Governors are able to carryon in those Provinces where the duly appointed Ministers have resigned.

On October 8 the Secretary of State moved the Second Reading and, at any rate, stated once
again that the, Government's proposals still stood. The Party spokesman urged that nothing
should be left undone to let the people of India know that the proposals were still open to discussion
and negotiation under proper conditions. The Deputy Prime Minister declared that the door
had not been closed. The Government were not prepared to negotiate with people in rebellion,
but they were prepared to go fully into the Indian problem on the basis of their proposals. This
speech did go some way to cancel the effect of the Prime Minister's statement, but the I.L.P.
moved an Amendment declining to support the Bill because it did not attempt to solve the main
difficulties of Central Government.

The Amendment was defeated by 360 to 17, the latter figure including 12 Members of the
Party.

HOSPITAL SERVICES
On April 21 the Party were able to initiate a debate on this subject, and the following Motion

was moved:-
" That this House realises the need for regional planning of hospital services, and is of

opinion that the utmost efficiency with maintenance of democratic control can only be secured
by full recognition of the status and responsibilities of local authorities, that thmughout the
country there should be no lack of accommodation, with the requisite staff, for all persons
requiring treatment, and that, especially in areas already amply served, independent schemes
for the future building of hospitals should be discouraged as being inimical to a proper co
ordinated post-war plan."
The Minister of Health, in reply, stated that the scheme of regional organisation would be

kept in being after the war and that partnership between the municipal and voluntary hospitals
was the keystone of Government policy. The view of the Party was that the present compromise
scheme was not altogether satisfactory, and that pressure would have to be maintained to secure
properly organised hospital services. The debate served a useful purpose to this end.

PENSIONS (MERCANTILE MARINE) BILL
This Bill to bring the personnel of the Mercantile Marine within the scope of the compensation

scheme laid down for officers and men in the Royal Navy was passed. The Party welcomed the
Bill and joined in the tribute paid to the men in the Mercantile Marine.

EDUCATION

On June 16, the Vote for the Board of Education was discussed, and in a review of the year the
President stated that the number of children receiving full-time education had increase'd from
96.S per cent. to nearly 99. per cent.! and that there had been an increase in the ~oard's expend!t~e
'of nearly £3,000,000, due III part to Illcrea~edwar bonuse~ to teachers and to the Illcreased prOVISIOn
of meals and milk. . He announced that It had been deCIded to extend to all schools the benefit of
the milk scheme, hitherto confined to grant-aided schools. He also intimated that inquiries were
to be set on foot into the method of recruitment into the teaching profession and into the possibility
of the advantages of the boarding-school being rrade more widely available.

The Party emphasised the importance of the Department in the rebuilding of society after the
war and urged that as soon as possible a scheme of post-war education should be drawn up, sub
mitted to Parliament, and preparations made to launch it at the proper time without delay.
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OLD AGE AND ,WIDOWS' PENSIONS
Time was secured on June 17 for the Party to move the following Motion :-

" That this House, recognising that the difficulties of old age pensioners and widows have
been accentuated by war-time conditions, would welcome an immediate examination by the
Government of their present position so that any necessary action can be taken without delay. '.
The Party had been pressing the Government for some time on this question with the result '

that it had been agreed to give an opportunity for discussion. In his reply to the debate the
Chancellor Iecognised that hardships due to the war specially affected pensioners, but he emphasised
that the present cost of old age pensions was £100,000,000 a year. He accepted the Motion,
however, and undertook to have the inquiry and report the result to the House with the least possible
delay.

On July ,16 the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced that the promised inquiry into this
matter, without anticipating the work of the Beveridge Committee in framing any long-time scheme,
had been completed. The Government had reached the conclusion that the present position could
be met by an increase in the scale rates governing supplementary pensions, by improvements in
winter allowances, and by steps to make good any lack of clothing, bedding, and other household
necessaries from which pensioners may be suffering in view of the increase in cost.

The increases in the scale rates would be 2S. 6d. for each person of 16 years and upwards whose
needs are taken into account, and IS. for each child under that age. Similar regulations would also
be submitted with respect to unemployment assistance. Arrangements could be made to bring
these increases into effect within three weeks of the date on which the Regulations were approved
by Parliament.

Winter allowances were given to meet the excess of winter over summer consumption of.fuel
and light. The amounts normally given had hitherto been IS. 6d. for a person living alone, and 2S.
for a man and wife, and the period lasted from the beginning of November till the end of March.
It was now proposed that the normal allowance should be increased to 2S. 6d., whether for a person
living alone or for a man and wife, and that the period should be extended to the end of April.

The total cost of all these measures would be about £10,750,000 per annum, in addition to the
cost of special grants which might be anything up to £1,000,000 in the present year.

The Party came to the conclusion that these proposals were inadequate. It was decided to
approach the Chancellor with a request that the proposed increases in the scale rates should be
doubled, that widows under 60 years should be brought within the scheme of supplementary
pensions, and that there should be some modification of the statutory provisions regarding the
amount to be assessed in respect of capital resources.

The response 'to this approach was that the Government had considered all these questions;
that their proposals were regarded merely as an interim arrangement; and that they could go no
further until they had had an opportunity of considering the Beveridge Report, as they would not
feel justified in doing anything which would run counter to a long-term scheme.

The Party further considered the matter prior to. the debate on the motion to approve the
necessary Regulations. It was decided to table an Amendment to the effect that the Regulations
could only be approved on the condition that an explicit assurance of further measures in the next
Session was given, and that if such assurance was given the Amendment would be withdrawn.

The debate took place l)D July 29, and the Minister of Labour, replying to the debate, stated
that the Government would certainly consider the desirability of further measures in the next
Session after receiving the Beveridge Report. The Acting-Leader of the Party felt that this
statement did not meet the terms of the Amendment, 'and said so, whereupon the Minister inter
rupted to express his regret if he had not made himself clear. He thought he had made it quite
clear that the two problems (widows under 60 yeals and the question of capital resources) would be
dealt with in the coming Session. He did not intend to convey tnat the whole scheme would be
completed in the coming Session.

The Acting-Leader accepted this assurance and asked leave to withdraw the Amendment.
This was refused by some Members of the Party, the debate proceeded, and then the Government'
moved the closure. It is true that the debate had continued for some time, but the closure was
resented and many Members of the Party voted against. The Amendment was then put, and
although the terms of the Amendment had been met, 49 Members of the Party voted for it (and
against the Regulations); 57 Members (including Labour Ministers) voted for the Regulations;
and there were a num~er of abstentions.

FAMILY' ALLOWANCES
On June 23 the Chancellor was confronted with another demand. The following Motion was

moved and supported by Members of all Parties :-

" That this H~mse, havin~ ~egard to t~e supreme importance ?f further safeguarding the
health and well-bemg of the rIsmg generatIOn, commends for the Immediate consideration of
the Government the institution of a national scheme of allowances for dependent children as
an important contribution to this vital object."

The Chancellor promised th~t if the. House accepted ~he Motion the Government would give
full consideration to the matter m the bght of the Bevendge Report, the further conclusions of
organised labour, and the financial position. He thought it should be possible for all these matters
to be adequately considered in the autumn. Conclusions would be reached and communicated to
the House as soon as possible. The Motion was accepted.
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The debate took place on July ~9, and the Minister of Labour, replying to the debate, stated
that the Government would certainly consider the desirability of further measures in the next
Session after receiving the Beveridge Report. The Acting-Leader of the Party felt that this
statement did not meet the tenns of the Amendment, and said so, whereupon the Minister interM
rupted to express his regret if he had not made himself clear. He thought he had made it quite
clear that the two problems (widows under 60 yealS and the question of capital resources) would be
dealt with in the coming Session. He did not intend to convey that the whole scheme would be
completed in the coming Session.

The Acting-Leader accepted this assurance and asked leave to withdraw the Amendment.
This was refused by some Membel"S of the Party, the debate proceeded, and then the Govemment
moved the cloaure. It is true that the debate had continued for some time, but the closure was
resented and many Members of the Party voced against. The Amendment was then pUt, and
although the tcrms of the Amendment had been met, 49 Members of the Party voted for it (and
against thc Regulations); 57 McmbeT"S (including L.1bour Minilltera) voted for the Regulationll ;
and there were a number of abstentions.

FAMILY· ALLOWANCES

On June 23 the Chancellor was confronted with another demand. The following Motion was
moved and supported by MembeT"S of all Parties :-

" That this H~use, havin¥ .regard to t~e supreme importance ?f fu~er safeguarding the
health and WCllMbelOg of the nSlOg generation, commends for the Immediate consideration of
the Government the institution of a national scheme of allowances for dependent children as
an important contribution to this vital object."

The. Chan.cellor promised th!'t if the. House accepted ~heMotion the Government would give
full conSlderaCion to the matter 10 the hght of the Bcvendge Report, the further conclusions of
organised labour, and the financial position. He thought it should be possible for all these matters
to be adequately considered in the autumn. Conclusions would be reached and communicated to
the House as soon as possible. The Motion was aCCt'pted.
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THE COLONIES

On June 24 a debate took place on the Vote for the Colonial Office. The Under-Secretary
in his opening statement, dealt with the situation arising out of the reverses in the Far East. The
loss of the Far East possessions of the British Empire and of the Allies meant the loss of 60 per cent.
of the tin production of the world; 90 per cent. of the rubber production; a large proportion of
lead and other materials; and important sources of supply of sugar, tea, rice and oil-seeds. With
respect to the organisation of the Colonial Services, he defined the two main aims as increasing the
opportunities of the people in the Colonies to fill posts in the public service and the creation of a
mobile force of experts in administration, medicine, agriculture, finance-and so forth.

From the Labour Benches it was Ulged that the time had come to gear up our Colonial policy
to meet the changes that were going on in the world and even to anticipate them. At the moment,
events were outstripping us, and even trusteeship must be transferred into a positive principle of
co-operation between equals in the forward march of man.

On August 4 occasion was taken to return to a discussion on many colonial questions. Colonial
peoples were not always able to contribute to the war effort according to their capacity or wishes.
Uncontrolled exploitation of mineral and other natural wealth had a profoundly disturbing effect on
native life. When new concessions were granted definite conditions as to wages, employment,
welfare, profits and royalties should be imposed. Forced labour in Mrica and the situation in the
West Indies were dealt with, and it was urged that more suitable machinery was required for the
consideration of colonial policy.

ADMINISTRATION OF FACTORIES ACTS

The Party arranged for a debate on July 22 on the war-time administration of the Factories
Acts. The Minister of Labour gave a very complete review of the situation, dealing particularly
with welfare, canteens, communal feeding and medical services, hours of work, and the conditions
affecting young people in the building trade. He referred to the fact that the Factory Department
had been transferred from the Home Office to the Ministry of Labour in June, 1940, and stated
that the policing of industry by the factory inspectorate had safeguarded the health of the industrial
popvlation and increased the efficiency of production.

SERVICE PAY AND ALLOWANCES
On September 10 a debate was initiated on service pay and allowances, and half-way through

the Lord Privy Seal announced a Government decision to grant increases at a cost of £43,000,000
a year. It was proposed to increase the present basic rate of pay by 20 per cent. That was to say,
for all men the war increase would be 7S. per week instead of 3S. 6d., and for all women, the pro rata
increase would be 2S. 4d. This would bring the lowest cash payment received by any man up to
2IS. per week, instead of I7S. 6d. The present allowances in respect of children of 8s. 6d. for the
first child, 6s. 6d. forthe second child, and 5S. for the third, and each subsequent child, were to be
increased to 9S. 6d., 8s. 6d., and 7S. 6d., respectively. As regards junior officers in the Army and
Air Force, the period of promotion would be shortened, and this would also apply to the A.T.S.
and the W.A.A.F. in a similar way-; but it could not be made applicable to the Navy, since, for other
reasons, it is not possible to expedite promotion automatically. A comparable improvement would
be given, however, by increasing the pay of acting sub-lieutenants from 7S. Sd. to 9S. a day, and that
for sub-lieutenants from 9S. to IIS. a day. Some special arrangement would have to be worked
out for the W.R.N.S. Finally, it was proposed to make certain modifications in favour of those
officers who continue to draw family allowances under the old code.

Strong dissatisfaction was expressed from all quarters of the House regarding the concessions
proposed, and the Party officially expressed the view that they could not be accepted as final.

WAGES POLICY

On October 21 a Conservative opened a debate on wages policy, and the burden of his case
was that the Government had acquiesced in abnormal increases in wages and piece rates, which
were imposing an undue cost on the country and creating resentment amongst the men in the Forces ..
In reply, the Minister of Labour stated that attempts to set the Service men against their comrades
in industry was about the lowest form of agitation in war time. The main consideration of the
men in the Forces was the kincl. of conditions they would come back to, and trade unionists were
looking to their Unions to maintain proper standards in the meantime. The Government had
decided to take advantage of the very wide area of collective bargaining machinery. If there could
be a real financial analysis of the workers' contribu~ion to the war effort, covering the increases
they have received to meet the cost of living, and setting against that the extra taxation and the
increased production per man-hour, it would be seen that the workers had nothing to be ashamed of.
If anybody could suggest a wiser policy the Government would not turn it down, but they knew
that any disturbance of the present system might lead to disputes and trouble, undermine the war
effort, and do more harm in industry than our Forces could do for victory in the field. .

WAR PENSIONS

On October 20 the Party initiated a debate on war pensions questions, stressing particularly
the necessity for giving to parents, free of any inquiry into means, the right to a pension in respect
of sons killed on active service, and pressing for the removal of the many anomalies in pensions
administration. The question of pensions appeals tribunals could not be raised on this occasion_
The Pensions Minister promised to consider all that had been said.
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REHABILITATION
The House adjourned on October 22 for a fortnight, but before it rose a debate was staged

op the schemes for the rehabilitation of men injured in industry and elsewhere. The schemes
were praised and the hope expressed that they would be developed. The Parliamentary Secretary
to the Ministry of Labour endorsed all that had been said.

PARLIAMENT AND THE WAR

On April 13, after the Easter recess, the Prime Minister made a short statement on the situation
in the Far East, particularly on the loss of the Dorsetshire, the Cornwall and the Hermes. As regards
Malaya and Singapore, the Government were collecting information and he hoped to be able to
make a statement later.

On April 23 the House weljlt into secret session for a debate on the general war situation.
Again on May 6 the House discussed in secret the activities and policy of the Ministry of

Aircraft Production.
On May 7 the Prime Minister announced that the naval base of Diego Suarez in the North

of Madagascar, was in British hands, and that the French naval and military commanders had
surrendered after an action which our Forceshad carried out with great dash and vigour.

On May 19 and 20 a debate took place on the general war situation, lilnd the Government's organ
isation for joint planning as set out in a White Paper. Before it took place, it was announced that
the Prime Minister did not intend to take part unless something emerged which, in his opinion,
required his intervention. During the course of the debate, many demands were made for the
attendance of the Prime Minister without avail. No doubt the Prime Minister was very busy
elsewhere, but it was a very critical debate, and his absence gave rise to some feeling.

The Deputy Prime Minister, opening the de1;>ate, reviewed the situation. Everything was
being done to strengthen our Forces in India, and Ceylon was also being reinforced. The battle of
the Coral Sea had inflicted a severe checkon Japan. The fact that the Pacific area had been allotted
to t he U.S.A. did not imply any indifference on our part Qr the shirking of any responsibility towards
our own people in Australia. He paid a tribute to Russia's magnificent. fight, and stated that we
were fulfilling our engagements to send supplies, the conveyance of which involved great difficulty
and risk. He also dealt with the question of joint planning in the conduct of the war. ,

Party speakers made special reference to the peril to India and the Governm~twere urged to
try anew to come to terms with the Indian people.

On May 21, on the Motion for the Whitsun Adjournment, the Party took occasion to draw atten
tion to the working of the Essential Works Orders, particularly the varying and somewhat severe
sentences being passed on workers. The Minister of Labour, in reply, promised that what had been
said would be taken into consideration. 6,500,000 people now came under the Orders and this
ntlIllber would soon be increased to nearly 8,000,000. Proceedings taken represented I in 1,000, and
imprisonment had been imposed on I in 50,000. Three employers had been prosecuted under the
Orders and 23 under Restriction of Engagement Order. '

On June 2 the Prime Minister made a short statement on the situation in Libya, and on the
bombing of industrial areas in Germany, including Cologoe and Essen, and indicated that there was
every reason to be satisfied, and more than satisfied, with the course of events in Libya.

On June II the Foreign Secretary informed the House that a Treaty had been concluded
with Russia, confirming the Alliance during the War, providing that after the War the two countries
would render each other mutual assistance against any further attack by Germany or hel associates,
aI,ld further providing collaboration with one another and with the other United Nations in the
peace settlement and during the ensuing period of reconstruction on the basis of the principles of
the Atlantic Charter. The statement was warmly welcomed.

On June 17 a further Vote of Credit for £1,000,000,000 was passed. The Chancellor stated
that during lecent weeks the total expenditure had been about £12,000,000 a day, and the total
expenditure during the war had reached the astronomical figure of £8,600,000,000.

On June 23 the Deputy Prime Minister made a statement on t;JJ.e reverses in LibYIl and the
fall of Tobruk, and stated that everything possible was being done to restore the position. In the
course of questions it was intimated that the Government proposed to set apart two days for a
d~bate on the situation, and thereupon a Conservative Member gave notice that he and some of
his friends would desire to move a Motion of no confidence in the central direction of the war.

. On June 30 the Prime Minister (on his return from the United States) announced that General
A~chinleckhad decided to assume command of the Eighth Army personally in succession to General
RItchie, and that the Government had signified its approval.

On July I and 2 the debate took place on the following Motion :-
." That this House, while paying tribute to the heroism and endurance of the Armed

Forces of the Crown in circumstances of exceptional difficulty, has no confidence in the central
direction of the war."
The Party gave considerable time to discussing the position before the debate came on, and

finally came 'to the conclusion that, while the Motion could .not be supported, the Party should
press for some sort of inquiry to ascertain the causes underlying the reverses.

The Minister for Production spoke first for the Government, and dealt mainly with the question
Qf supplies and equipment, having little or nothing to say on the central direction of the war. The
Party spokesman expressed the vjew that the country was not seeking a scapeg.oat. The people
rnerely wanted to be told, SO far as the facts might properly be disclosed, whether these reverses
could have been avoided. He realised that wars were not WOIl by inquiries or investigations, but,
Qn the other hand, neither were defeats the stepping-stones to victory.
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The debate was very intense throughout, the first sitting continuing until 3 o'clock in the follow

ing morning, and the Prime Minister wound up on the second day. In his view everything that
could be thought of or raked up had been used to weaken confidence in the Government. He
agreed that the events in Libya constituted a reverse unequalled since the fall of France, and
whilst his speech shed little or no light on the causes, he expressed the hope that the measures
already taken and the reinforcements being sent would still turn the tide of battle. The Prime
Minister also referred to his visit to the United States and declared that the general strength of the
United Nations had greatly improved since his earlier visit.

The Motion was rejected by 476 to 25, the minority including 8 Conservatives, 8 Labour,
2 Liberals, 6 Independents and 3 I.L.P. (making 27 with two tellers).

July 14 and 15 were given to a debate on the activities of the Ministry of Production. The
Minister stated that the three main sections of production were suitability or quality of the weapons
we were now making, the organisation set up, and the volume and progress of production. Most
of the debate was concentrated upon the question of quality. Winding up the debate, the Minister
of Supply stated that it was at least some satisfaction to know that we had reached the stage when
the total volume of output did not raise any serious point of doubt. This was in a large measure

. due to improved planning, to the organised pooling of knowledge and experience, to the initiative
in the works themselves, and to the enthusiasm and the untiring efforts of the workers.

On July 16 the House went into secret session to discuss the shipping situation.
On July 21 the administration of Regulation 18B was discussed. The spokesman of the

Party agreed that everyone disliked the 'Regulation, and it was only the dire necessity of the time
which justified it. It was felt that on the whole the Regulation was being administered as fairly
as possible. A Motion to reduce the Home Secretary's vote was defeated by 222 to 25.

On July 23 the President of the Board of Trade reviewed the position with respect to the
concentration of industry, utility production, and the retail trades. He claimed that the steps
taken towards concentration had worked with great smoothness, efficiency and speed. In the
14 months since the policy was applied, 25°,000 persons had been released for war work and
55,000,000 square feet of factory space had been liberated for other uses: . With regard to the
difficult question of non-food retail shops, the object of the Government must be to ensure sufficient
retail outlets for the public, to meet the demands of the Supply and Service Ministries for mobile
workers, to keep the costs of distribution as low as possible, and to avoid needless hardship. There
was considerable opposition to the Committee's Report on the levy scheme, but he gave an assurance

. that the Government would give full consideration both to the Committee's recommendations and
the observations made upon them.

On August 4 the United States of America (Visiting Forces) Bill was passed through all its
stages. The Bill gave effect to an agreement with the United States whereby all offences, criminal
or other, committed by.members of the United States Forces in this country should be dealt with
by purely American tribunals. The provisions' represented an important innovation in the laws
of this country, but there was a precedent, as something of the same sort was agreed with France
during the last war with respect to British soldiers in France. In any case, it was recognised
that the Bill would have to be passed.

After the House rose for the summer recess it was announced that Mr. G. M. Garro-Jones,
M.P., had been appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Production. This was a
new office.

The House resumed on September 8 after the summer recess, and the Prime Minister made a
statement on the progress of the War, the occasion being a Motion for another Vote of Credit of
[,1,000,000,000.

He paid high tribute to the courage and determination with which a convoy had fought its
way through to Malta and given to the Island fortress supplies for a good many months to come.
Dealing with the attack upon Dieppe, he said that the militalY credit went to the Canadian troops,
who formed five-sixths of the assaulting force, and the Royal Navy which carried them all there
and brought them back. He regarded. the Dieppe assault as an indispensable preliminary to full
scale operations. He did not intend to give any information about these operations, and he had
only said as much as he had because the enemy could see by his daily reconnaissances of our ports
many signs of movements which could not be concealed from his photegraphy. The enemy was
also aware of the steady and rapid influx of United States divisions and other troops, but what he
did not know was how, when, where and with what forces and in what fashion he would be smitten.

Since Parliament last met, the tendencies of the War had moved in our favour. Of the Russian
Front he would only say that it was September 8. At sea our losses were still heavy, but the months
of July, August and September had shown a definite improvement, and warfare against U-boats
had been more successful than at any former period of the War.

The Prime Minister dealt with the recent changes in the Middle East Command and spoke
with confidence of the prospects of military operations in Egypt. Referring to his visit to Russia,
he gave a striking appreciation of Mr. Stalin's personality and resolution. Of course, the Russians
did not think that we or the Amelicans had done enough so far to take the weight off them, which
was not surprising in view of the terrific onslaught they were enduring and withstanding with such
marvellous tenacity.

On the following day the Chancellor of the Exchequer took the occasion of the Vote of Credit
to review the financial situation. This Vote was the third for a similaramountthis year and the
total since the war began of [,.II,050,00o,ooo. The daily average expenditure was now.[,12,250,000.
Whereas Government expenditure on goods and services in 1940 absorbed 44 per cent. of the
national resources, the corresponding figure for 1942 would probably be 54 per cent. Another
striking fact was that this year 45 per cent, of expenditure was being met by taxation, coinpared
with 3S per cent. in 1940-41, when expenditure was one-third less than now. The money raised
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in the works themselves, and to the enthusiasm and the untiring efforts of the workers.

On July 16 the House went into secret session to discuss the shippin~ situation.
On July 2t the administration of Regulation 18B was discussed. The spokesman of the

Party agreed that everyone disliked the Regulation, and it was only the dire necessity of the time
which justified it. It wns felt that on the whole the Regulation was being administered as fairly
as possible. A Motion to reduce the Home Seeretary's vote was defeated by 222 to 25.

On July 23 the President of the Board of Trade reviewed the position with respect 10 the
concentration of industry, utility production, and the letaH trades. He claimed that the steps
taken towards concentration had worked with great smoothness, efficieney and speed. In the
14 months since the policy was applied, 250,000 persons had been released for war work and
55,000,000 square feet of factory space had been liberated for other uses. \Vith legard to the
difficult question of non-food retail shops, the object of the Government must be to ensure sufficient
letail outlets for the public, to meet the demands of the Supply and Set'vice Ministries for mobile
workers, to keep the costs of distribution as low as possible, and to avoid needless hardship. There
was considetable opposition to the Committee's Report on the levy seheme, but he gave an assurance
that the Government would give full consideration both to the Committee's recommendations and
the observations made upon them.

On August 4 the United States of America (Visiting Forces) Bill was passed through all its
stages. The Bill gave effect to an agreement with the United States whereby all offences, criminal
or other, committed by members of the United States Forces in this country should be dealt with
by purely American tribunals. The provisions' represented an important innovation in the laws
of this country, but there was a precedent, as something of the same sort was agreed with France
during the last war with respect to British soldiers in France. In any case, it was recognised
that the Bill would have to be passed.

After the House rose for the summer recess it was announced that Mr. G. M. Garro·Jones,
M.P., had been appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Production. This was a
new office.

The House resumed on September 8 after the summer recess, and the Prime Minister made a
statement on the progress of the War, the occasion being a Motion for another Vote of Credit of
[,1,000,000,000.

He paid high tribute to the courage and detennination with which a convoy had fought its
way through to Malta and given to the Island fortress supplies for a good many months to come.
Dealing with the attack upon Dieppe, he said that the mititaty credit went to the Canadian troops,
who fonned five-sixths of the assaulting force, and the Royal Navy which carried them all there
and brought them back. He regarded the Dieppe assault as an indispensable preliminary to full
scale operations. He did not intend to give any information about these operations, and he had
only said as much as he had because the enemy could see b}' his daily reconnaissances of our POlts
many signs of movements which could not be concealed from his photography. The enemy was
also aware of the steady and rapid influx of United States divisions and other troops, but what he
did not know was how, when, whele and with what forces and in what fashion he would be smitten.

Since Parliament last met, the tendencies of the War had moved in our favour. Of the Russian
Front he would only say that it was September 8. At sea our losses were still he3vy, but the months
of July, August and September had shown a definite improvement, and warfare against U-boats
had been more successful than at any fanner period of the War.

The Prime Minister dealt with the lectnt changes in the Middle East Command and spoke
with confidence of the prospeets of military operations in Egypt. Referring to his visit to Russia,
he gave a striking appreciation of Mr. Stalin'a personality and resolution. Of course, the Russi30s
did not think that we or the Amelicana had done enough so f3r to take the weight off them, which
W3S not surprising in view of the terrific onslaught they were enduring and withstnnding with such
marvellous tenacity.

On the following day the Chancellor of the Exchequer took the occasion of the Vote of Credit
to review the financial situation. This Vote was the third for a similar amount this year and the
total since the war began of [.11,050,000,000. The dnily average expenditure wns now [.12,25°,000.
Whereas Government expenditure on goods and sen'ices in 1<)40 absorbed 44 per cent. of the
national resources, the corresponding figure for 1942 would probably be S4 per cent. Another
.triking faet was that this year 45 per cent, of CJ'penditure was being met by taxation, compared
with 3S per cent. in 1940-41, when expenditure was one·third less than now. The money raised
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(including the £4,200,000 for which the savings movement was responsible) was our contribution
to the common pool of the United Nations on the basis of Lend-Lease. He looked forward to the
application of the principle of mutual aid in the post-war period in the form of an improved system
of economic and monetary intercourse between the nations.

The Party speaker following the Chancellor stated that in spite of the additional taxation, the
taxes were not hringing in as much additional revenue as the additional cost of the war was causing
additional expenditure. Therefore, it was essential to get savings to fill the gap. Although we
had done better in this War in making ends meet, and although to a large extent-if not entirely
we had excluded inflation-which we certainly did not in the last war-we were not yet out of the
wood. It might easily come about that, just as it was the last straw which broke the camel's back,
it would be the last £1,000,000 a day which would drive us into inflation and bring all the consequent
evils.

On September 30 a Bill to continue Parliament for another year was read a Second time. The
Bill also contained a provision enabling the Parliament of Northern Irelan<i to extend their life for
a similar period if they passed a resolution to this effect. The Party expressed the view that whilst
the Northern Ireland Parliament could not be denied the right to do what the Imperial Parliament
was doing for itself, the fact remained that the circumstances over there were very different. There
was no Coalition Government and the Party in power were exercising their dominance without
regard to the war situation. If the matter came up again the position of the Party would have to be
reconsidered.

On the same day a Bill to suspend local elections for another year was also read a Second time;
and both Bills were passed.
, The decision of the German Government to put prisoners captured at Dieppe in chains, and
the reply of our Government to do likewise with an equal number of prisoners in our hands, created
some perturbation, and representations were made privately to Labour Ministers that in any policy'
of reprisals we would be hopelessly beaten. On October .13, in reply to a question put by the
Chairman of the Party, the Prime Minister announced that the Protecting Power had been asked to
intervene. There for the moment the matter rested. .

On October 20, in view of the fact that the House would shortly 'be rising for a short time and
that a new Session would be opened, the Chancellor of the Exchequer asked for another Vote of
Credit for £1,000,000,000. This would make a total of £4,000,000,000 fOr the current financial
year, and £12,050,000,000 since the beginning of the War. The daily average expenditure was now
about £12,750,000. What he was asking for now would last till about the second week in February.
Possibly we had now passed the period of striking increases in war expenditure but, even so, it did
not mean that the problem of financing the war on sound lines would take an easier turn or that we
could relax in our efforts.

On October 22 the Minister of Labour announced that it had been decided necessary to make
youths of 18 liable for military service.

On November I I the Prime Minister gave a detailed survey of the War, with special reference
to the successful campaign in Egypt and the landing of Allied troops at various points in French
North Africa. Our losses in Egypt, though severe, were not unexpected, and amounted approxi
mately to 13,600 officers and men, whilst the estimate of enemy losses was 59,000 Germans and
Italians-,killed, wounded, and taken prisoner--of whom 14,000 were Germans. Preparations
have gradually advanced. Enormous installations have been and are being brought into existence
at all our suitable ports, but no one would have been justified in making, nor would it have been
physically possible, to make an effective invasion of the Continent 'during the summer or autumn
of 1942.

The establishment of a Mediterranean as well as ari Atlantic or Channel Front would obviously
give us wide freedom of manceuvre.

The news had just come that Hitler had decided to overrun all France, thus breaking the .
Armistice which Vichy has kept with such pitiful and perverted fidelity. This surely was a moment
for all Frenchmen worthy of the name to stand together and be united in spirit.

In view of recent events we were entitled to rejoice, but only on the condition that we dq not
relax.

SESSION 1942-43.
The new Session was opened on November I I, 1942, <lnd this Report covers the period from

then until Easter. , .

OFFICERS AND ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE

All the following Officers were re-elected without opposition: Mr. C. R. Attlee, Leade r
Mr. A. Greenwood, Deputy-Leader and Chairman; Mr. F. W. Pethick-Lawrence, Vice-Chair
man; Mr. W. Whiteley, Chief Whip; Mr. Will John, Deputy-Chief Whip; and Messrs. W. M.
Adamson, H. C. Charleton, Tom Groves, G. Mathers, R. J. Taylor, W. Burke, and A. Pearson,
Whips.

For the Administrative Committee (in addition to the Leader, Chairman, Vice-Chairman and
Chief Whip) the following were elected: Messrs. A. V. Alexander, C. G. Ammon, A. Barnes,
G. Daggar, H. Dalton, G. M.· Garro-Jones, D. R. Grenfell, J. Griffiths, A. Creech-Jones, J. J.
Lawson,-]. Milner, F. Montague, H~ Morrison, P. J. Noel-Baker, E. Shinwell, Ellis Smith, Tom
Smith, J. Westwood and Tom Williams.

Lord Nathan was elected by the Labour Peers as their representative.
Later, in consequence of the appointment of Major Milner, first as Deputy-Chairman of Ways

and Means and subsequently as Deputy-Speaker and Chairman of Ways and Means, Mr. W. Dobbie
took his place on the Committee.
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KING'S SPEECH
References to the War included a statement expressing the determination to fight on to

complete victory-with no thought of parley.
The declaration of the United Nations endorsing the principles of the Atlantic Charter provided

a foundation on which international society can be rebuilt after the War. As a.first step, con
sultations had begun between the Governments in preparation for the urgent needs which will arise
when the victims of repression regain their freedom.

Desire was also expressed to raise the standards and to improve the conditions of the peoples
in the Colonies.

Proposals would be made for such emergen"cy legislation as may be necessary for the effective
prosecution of the war 01 for meeting conditions arising out of the war.

A start had been made in working out the measures which will be necessary when peace comes.
The Reports upon compensation and betterment in respect of public control of the use of land and
upon land utilisation in rural areas are being examined. Renewed consideration would also be given
to the position of Old Age and Widowed Pensioners and further measures would be proposed.

It was hoped to reach a wide meaSUle of agreement on the provision and conduct of education,
and Ministers would continue to take all measures open to them to promote the health of the nation
by securing the better carc of young children, by the prevention of disease, by the treatment of the
sick and by the alleviation wherever possible of housing difficulties.

EQUAL COMPENSATION
On November 25, one of the II days devoted to the debate on the Address in answer to the

'King's Speech,. an amendment was moved expressing regret that no mention was made of any
intention on the part of the Government to compensate civilian women equally with civilian men
for their war injuries. Prior to the debate, the Party were made aware of all the implications involved
in the acceptance of the principle, and recommended that it would be wise to set up a Select
Committee to review the whole situation. During the debate, the Government undertook to take
this course, and the Party having decided that in this event the Amendment should not be supported,
voted accordingly, but 35 Members of the Party voted with the minority of 95. The Select Com
mittee was set up immediately, and eventually reported in favour of the principle.

The Government have since accepted the Report.

SERVICE PAY AND ALLOWANCES
On November 26 further concessions were announced. Cert-ain changes were to be made in

the pay of junior officers in the Navy; officers' outfit allowances were to qe increased by £ro, and
the additional allowances in respect of tropical outfit were to be increased from £5 to £10; children's
allowances were to be payable to the wives of Service men three months before the expected date of
the birth of the child, and as regards war service grants, the minimum unit standard was to be
raised from I6s. to I8s., each child under school-leaving age to be counted as a half unit as hitherto.

RECONSTRUCTION
The Party decided that in the debate on the Address the chief subject to be raised should be

Reconstruction, and on December I the following Amendment was moved :-
" And, while welcoming the declaration of the United Nations endorsing the principles

of the Atlantic Charter, humbly represent to Your Majesty the urgent necessity of Your
Majesty's Advisers reaching practical conclusions, in co-operation with the United Nations,
to fulfil these undertakings, and taking the necessary legislative and administrative action to
implement without delay the pledges given to Your Majesty's subjects in the United Kingdom."
The Chairman of the Party made a strong plea that the gigantic preparations for post-war

conditions should be undertaken now, otherwise the rush of events would inevitably lead to mess
and muddle. Dealing with the international aspect and the home front, he stated that there could
be no finer way of maintaining and strengthening the morale and fortifying the spirit of the people
than by the Government giving proof of their determination to apply the principles to which they
subscribed in the Atlantic Charter. He hoped the Government would not shrink from facing the
real issues and would not be unduly alarmed at the prospect of controversial dis cussion. The
avoidance of controversy meant the preservation of the status quo, resistance to change, and repudia
tion of pledges already given. A Coalition Government must, in the circumstances, ploceed within
itself and by agreement, and agreement is not always easy to reach; but the test surely must
be, not whether proposals are controversial, but whether they are necessary and desirable in the
national interest.

The Minister dealing with Reconstruction questions announced a decision to constitute a
new Ministry fot Town and Country Planning. He expressed the hope that as a Fisher Act for
educational refOlm marked the last war period, a Butler Act would emerge from this one. He also
stated that consultations were proceeding as to the best methods of helping countries which
suffered occupation; demobilisation plans must be on the basis of discharge according to age,
i>lus length of service; training of the young whose educational careels had been interrupted and
cale of the disabled were under revew; he was about to discuss with industry and the Trades Union
Congress problems of the post-war organisation of industry and the export trade; housing was a
tremendous task, and must Le gi"en a very high place; as to the Uthwatt and Scott Reports, no
conclusions had been reached on the proposed acquisition by the State of development rights in
land or the proposed levy on site values, but the Government proposed to give 'wide and amp Ie
powers to local authorities for compulsory acquisition of bnd.
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The Foreign Secretary wound up the debate on the second day, dealing more particularly with

the necessity for continued co-operation between the United Nations after the war. 1 he
Amendment was then withdrawn.

The Beveridge Report had only just come out and consequently did not figure in this debate.

MINISTRY OF TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
This Bill was read a second time on January 2.6, and was passed on the following day. The

duty of the new Minister of this new Department is to secure consistency and continuity in the
framing and execution of a nati9nal policy with respect to the use and development of land through
out England and Wales. The Party took no exception to the establishment of the Ministry, but
emphasised that the imj:ortance of the Bill lay in whatever policy the Government proposed to
pursue. The Bill also contained a provision for the establishment of statutory commissions for
the purpose of exercising functions in relation to the use and development of land, and local authori
ties were a little concerned as to whether this contemplated some interference with their powers.
In Committee, this fear was set at rest by an Amendment to the effect that the commissions could
only exercise duties reposed in the Minister by specific legislation.

ECONOMIC POLICY
On February 2. and 3 the following. Motion was discussed :-

" That this House urges upon the Government the essential need so to direct their
economic and financial policy as to ensure that employment, industry and commerce may be
increased and developed after the war to the greatest possible extent, and for that purpose to
co-operate to the full with other members of the United Nations."
A very useful debate on post-war finance and economic policy took place. Party speakers

emphasised that there: must be no return to the law of the jungle. A heavy share of responsibility
for the restriction of production and consequent unemployment rested on the Bank of England.
Controls must be continued after the war, and the country must show a readiness< to throw off
orthodox and outworn methods. The Chancellor of the Exchequer spoke on the first day and the
President of the Board of Trade on the second. Both agreed that at all costs inflation must be
prevented, otherwise a fairer distribution of national wealth, gi'eater equalisation of opportunity and
a social plan like the Beveridge Report would be made impossible. The President of the Board
of Trade (Mr. Hugh Dalton) emphasised that control over prices, new capital issues and allocation
of raw materials must be continued after the War, and also dealt with enquiries he had instituted
regarding the post-war use of Government factories, especially in the pre-war distressed areas, with
the steps being taken to secure a restoration of post-war exports and with the consultations which he
was initiating with industry, including the Trade Unions, regarding the transition from war to
peace and the achievement of full employment.

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION
This Bill to provide an extended scheme to deal with diseases arising from dust and to deal

with anomalies, accentuated in war time, of partially disabled workmen and widows, was read a
second time on November 8, and on the following day, in an effort to get it through before Christmas,
it was proposed to take the remaining stages. Unfortunately, a difference arose on an Amendment
to Clause 6, which sought to deal with the position of partially disabled men who, when they weEe
injured, were working short time, but were now able to work full time. Agreement could not be
reached, and the proceedings had to be adjourned pending further conversations.

The Billl came up again on January 2.7 and passed its remaining stages withour any further
trouble, the Minister undertaking that the whole method of calculating pre-accident earnings on a
basis which would fairly assess the earning power of the workman would be the subject of immediate
examination.

CATERING WAGES BILL
This Bill was 'read a second time on February 9. The Minister of Labour explained that its

main purpose was the setting up of a Commission to examine the arrangements for regulating the
remuneration and conditions of employment in the catering industry, to report where they are
adequate, and to make proposals for the establishment of trade boards where the arrangements are
inadequate, cannot be made adequate, or do not exist. The Bill was not controversial in the
Party sense, although it might be in the trade or sectional interest sense: it was merely the develop
ment of existing policy: and the Bill was needed for the war because there were now 8,000 canteens
and the maintenance of the existing catering service called for efficiency in the interests of public
morale. A Tory Amendment opposed the Bill on the ground that it involved a breach of the
undertaking given regarding the introduction of controversial legislation. A division was forced,
and the Second Reading was carried by 2.83 to I 16-a stronger opposition than was expected.•

Four sittings were occupied on the Committee stage, there being a very formidable list of
Amendments. As time went on the opposition weakened, and eventually the stage was completed'
in an atmosphere of goodwill following upon an announcement of the Minister that he was pre
pared at a later stage to move an Amendment providing that the independent Commission should
have the assistance of a body of technical assessors.

The Bill has now been passed and has gone to the Lords.
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The Foreign Secretary wound up the debate on the second day, deaiing more particularly with
the necessity for continued co-operation between lhe Poiled Nations after the Wltr. lhe
Amendment wtlS then withdrown.

The Beveridge Report had only just oome OUI and consequently did nOI figure in this debate.

MINISTRY OF TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
This Bm was read a sccond time on Janilllry 26, and was passed on the following day. The

duty of the new Minister of this new Department is 10 secure consistency and continuity in the
framing and exccuti()n oCa national policy with respect 10 the use lind development of land through
out England and Wales. The Party look no exception 10 the establishment of the Ministry, but
emphasised that the imr.ortance of the Bill lay in whatever policy the Government proposed to
pUTSue. The Bill also contained a provision for the establishment of statutory commissions for
the purpose of exelcising functions in relation to the use and development of land, and local authori·
ties were a little concerned as to whether this contemplated some interference with their powetB.
In Committee, this fear was set at rest by an Amendment to the effect that the commissions could
only exercise duties reposed in the Minister by specific legislation.

ECONOMIC POLICY
On February 2 and J the following Motion was discussed :-

"That this House urges upon the Government the essential need so to direct their
economic nnd financial policy as to enaure that employment, industry and commerce may ~
increased and developed after the war to Ihe greatest possible extent, and for that purpose to
co-opernte to the full with other members of the United Nalions."
A very useful debate on post~wat finance and economic policy took pillce. Party apeakers

emphasised that then; must be no retulO to the law of the jungle. A heavy share of responsibility
for the restriction of prod·uction and consequent unemployment tested on the Bank of England.
Controls must be continued after the war, and the country must show a readiness to throw off
orthodox and outworn methods. The Chancellor of the Exchequer spoke on the first day and the
President of the Board of Trade on the second. Both agreed thst at all costs inAation must be
prevented, otherwise a fairer distribution of national wealth, greater equalisation of opportunity and
a social plan like the Beveridge Report would be made impossible. The President of the Board
of Trade (Mr. Hugh Dalton) emphasised that control over prices, new Cllpital issues and allocation
of raw materials must bc continued after the \Yar, and also dealt with enquiries he had instituted
regarding the post-war use of Government factories, especially in thc pre-war distressed areas, with
the stcps being taken to secure a restoration of post-war exports and with the consultations which he
was imtillting with industry, including the Trade Unions, regarding the transition from war to
pcace and the achie'·ement of full employment.

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION
This Bill to provide an extended scheme to deal with diseases arising from dust and to deal

with anomalies, accentuated in war time, of partially disabled workmen and widows, was resd a
second time on November 8, and on the following day, in an effort to get it through before Christmas,
ir was proposed to take the lemaining stages. Unfortunately, a difference atose on an Amendment
to Clause 6, which sought to deal with the position of partially disabled men who, when they were
injured, were working short time, but wete now able to work full time. Agreement eould not be
reached, and the proceedings had to be adjourned pending further conversations.

The Dilll came up again on January 27 and passed its remaining stages withour nny futther
trouble, the Ministel undertaking thM the whole method of calculating pre~aeeidentellrnings on II
oosis which would fairly assess the earning power of the workman would be the subject of immediate
eltaminntion.

CATERING WAGES BILL
This Bill was read a second time on February 9. The Minister of L'lbour explained that its

main purpose was the setting up of a Commission to eXllmine the arrangements for regulating the
remuneration and conditions of employment in the clItering industry, to report where they are
adequate, and to make proposals for the establishment of trade bonds where the arrangements are
inadequate, cannot be made adequste, or do not exist. The Bill was [tot controversial in the
Party sense, although it might be in the trade or sectional interest sense: it was merely the develop~

ment of existing policy: and the Bill was needed for the war because there were now 8,000 canteens
and the maintenance of the existing catering service called for efficiency in the intelcsts of public
morale. A Tory Amendment opposed the Bill on the ground that it iO\·oh-ed a breach of the
undertaking given regarding the introduction of controversial legislation. A division was for.eed,
and the Second Reading was Cllrried by 283 to 116-a stronger opposition than was expected.

Four sittings ....-ere occupied on the Committee stage, there being a very formidable list of
Amendments. As time went on the opposition weakened, and eventuall~' the stage was completed
in an atmosphere of goodwill following upon an annotlOccment of the Minister that he was pre
pared at a later stage to move an Amendment providing that the independent Commission should
have the assistance of a body of technical assessors.

The Bill has now been passed and has gone to the Lords.
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TRANSFERENCE OF LABOUR
On February 23 the Party raised a debate on the problems connected with the, transference

of labour. It was emphasised that the Party took no exception to the policy of transference. It
was accepted as a contribution to the war effort. At the same time, however, many things could
be done to avoid friction and hardship, the most important being the prevention of exorbitant
charges for houses and lodgings. The Minister of Labour replied and agreed that everything
possible should be done and would be done to deal with these difficulties. He intimated also
that he had in view a scheme of domestic help which was not yet formulated, but which would
probably be on a system similar to that of district nursing. '

HYDRO-ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENT (SCOTLAND) BILL
On February 24 this Bill was read a second time. It proposes the establishment of a public

service corporation to promote the generation of electricity from water power over a large area
in the North of Scotland, and is based upon the Report of a Committee appointed to consider the
question. It will involve Treasury backing to the extent of £30,000,000 for capital development.
The only criticism of the Bill was that it might be making too many references to the Electricity
Commissioners. Otherwise it does accord with Party policy inasmuch as future hydro-electric
power in North Scotland will be produced on a non-profit-making basis. The Second Reading was
carried without a division.

BEVERIDGE REPORT
February r6, r7 and r8 were given to a debate on the Beveridge Report, the following Motion

being moved ;-

" That this House welcomes the Report of Sir William Beveridge on Social Insurance
and Allied Services as a comprehensive review of the present provisions in this sphere and as
a valuable aid in determining the lines on which developments and legislation should be pursued
as part of the Government's policy of post-war reconstruction."
There has been some criticism that the form of this Motion was of-a non-committal character

It is therefore necessar'y to point out that when the Report was published it was felt that the first
debate'in Parliament should be of an exploratory character. Later, it was decided not to rush
the debate so that the Government would have time to 'come to some preliminary decisions. As
a result of conversations it was agreed to table a Motion in the names of representatives of all the
parties, and it is to be regretted that as soon as it appeared various sections of the House, for partisan
purposes, tabled Amendments, some designed to strengthen and some to weaken it.

In moving the Motion, the Chairman of the Party refrained from entering into the details of
the Report, but pressed upon the Government the urgent importance of accepting its genera
principles and taking legislative and administrative action without delay so that the scheme would
be operative when the war came to an end. '

Unfortunately, the speech of the Lord President of the Council, who spoke first for the Govern
ment, whilst accepting the Report in' principle, .was hedged about with provisos and gave no clear
indication of early action, and there was very keen disappointment. He indicated that the Govern
ment could not agree to the transfer of industrial insurance to the State or to the establishment now
of a Ministry of Social Security, but they did accept the three assumptions-namely, a scheme of
children's allowances, comprehensive health and rehabilitation services-(although they were not
prepared to interfere with the voluntary hospitals) and the maintenance of employment. They
also accepted the recommendation for a universal system of insurance. With regard to old age
pensions, they could not agree to the proposal for reaching a specified maximum in 20 years.
They preferred fixing a figure now and leaving the future to be decided in the light of changing
circutnstances.

It was unfortunate that the presentation of the Government's position did not convey any real
enthusiasm; and it was more unfortunate still that on the second day the Chancellor of the
Exchequer laid stress on the necessity, when all the plans had been prepared and before any legis
lative action was taken, for the Government to take stock of the financial position and the commit
ments which would arise.

The Administrative Committee and the Party Meeting felt that, without desiring to make
the position of the Labour Ministers any more difficult, they had no alternative but to table an
Amendment expressing disappointment, and this was moved on the third day.

The Home Secretary wound up for the Government and there would have been a differe~t
feeling in the House if the speech he made had been made earlier in the debate, but, nevertheless,
in essentials he could go no further than his two predecessors. In the division on the Amendment,
which was defeated by 335 to II9, 97 Members of the Party voted in f~vour.

ARMY ESTIMATES
On Febru~ry 25 the Secretary for War int!;oduced the Army Estimates. In these days they

are only to~e~ V<;>tes! the money being provided in the Votes of Credit, but the Estimates have to
be passe~ as ~ndlCa!lVe of Parliamentary control of administration. The Minister compared the
presen~ SItuatIOn WI!h what he; called the great possibilities which were opened by the African
campaIgn, and descnbed the EIghth Army as the finest instrument of war so far fashioned in the
history of the Empire. I~ the course of the debate the Party drew attention to the necessity for
adequate arrangements bemg made fOl the comfort and contentment of the troops and for suitable
facilities being provided for their education and vocational training.

78
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On February 23 the Party rnised a debate on the problems connected with the transference
of labour. It was emphasised that the Party look no exception to the policy of transference. It
was accepted as a contribution to the war effort. At the same time, however, many things could
be done to avoid friction and hardship, the moat importsnt being the prevention of exorbitant
charges for houses and lodgings. The Minister of Labour Icplied and agreed that everything
possible should be done and would be done to deal with these difficulties. He intimated also
that he had in view a scheme of domestic help which was not yet formulated, but which would
probably be on a system similar to that of district nursing.

HYDRO-ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENT (SCOTLAt'lD) BILL
On February 24 this Bill was read a second time. It proposes the establishment of a public

service corporation to promote the generation of electricity from watcr power over a large area
in the North of Scotland, and is based upon the Report of a Committee appointed to considcl the
question. It will involve Treasury backing to the extent of £30,000,000 for capital de\·e!opment.
The only criticism of the Bill was that it might be making tOO many references to the Electricity
Commissioners. Otherwise it does accord with Party policy inasmuch as future hydro-electric
power in North Scotland will be produced on a non_profit_making basis. The Second Reading was
carried without a division.

BEVERIDGE REPORT
Febluary 16, 17 and 18 were given to a debate on the J3everidge Report, the following Motion

being moved :~

.. That this House welcomes the Report of Sir '¥iIliam Beveridge on Social Insurance
and Allied Services as a comprehensive review of the present provisions in this sphere and as
a valuablc aid in determining the lincs on which devclopmcnls and legisllltion should J:.,e pursued
as part of the G<:>vemment's policy of post-war reconstruction."
There has been some criticism that the fonn of this Motion was of·a non_committal character

It is therefore necessary to point out that when the Report v,'M published it was felt that the first
debate in Parliament should be of an exploratory character. Later, it was decided not to rush
the debate so that the Government would have time to come to some preliminary decisions. As
a result of conversations it was agreed to table a Motion in the names of representatives of all the
parties, and it is to be Tel!'retted that as soon as it appeared "arious sections of the House, for partisan
purposes, tabled Amendments, some designed to strengthen and some to weaken it.

In m6ving the Motion, the Chairman of the Part}· refrained from enlering into the details of
the Report, but pre!lSCd upon the Government the urgent importance of IIccepting its genera
principles and taking legislative and administrative action without delay so that the scheme would
be operative when the wal came to an end.

Unfortunately, the speech of the Lord President of the Council, who spoke first for the Govern
ment, whilst accepting the Report in principle, .was hedged about with provisos lind gave no clear
indication of early action, and there was very keen disappointment. He indicated that the Govetn
ment could not agree to the transfer of industrial insurance to the State or to the establishment now
of a Ministry of SociaJ Security, but they did accept the three assumptions~namely,a scheme of
children's allowances, comprehensive health and rehabilitation services-(although thcy were not
prepared to interfere with the voluntary hospitals) and the maintenance of employment. They
also accepted the recommendation for a universal system of insurance. With regard to old age
pensions, they could not agree to the proposal for reaching a specified maximum in 20 years.
They preferred fixing a figure now and leaving the future to be decided in the light of changing
cirCU1Tlstances.

It was unfortunate thar the presentation of the G<:>vemment's position did not convey any real
enthusiasm; lind it was more unfortunate still that on the second day the Chancellor of the
Exchequer laid stress on the necessity, when all the plans had been prepared and before any legis
lative action was taken, for the Government to take stock of the financial position lind the commit
ments which would arise.

The Administrative Committee and the Party Meeting felt that, without desiring to make
the position of the Labour Ministers any more difficult, they had no altemative but to table an
Amendment expressing disappointmenr, and this was moved on the third day.

The Home Secretary wound up for the Government and there would have been a diffcre~t
feeling in the House if the speech he made had been made earlier in the debate, but, nevertheless,
in essentials he could go nO further than his two predecessors. In the division on the Amendment,
which was defeated by 335 to Il9, 97 Members of the Party voted in favour.

ARMY ESTIMATES
On February 25 the SecretalY for War introduccd the Army Estimates. In these days they

are only token Votes, the money being pto\'ided in rhe Votes of Credit hur the Estimates have to
be passe~ as i.ndica!ive of Parliamentary control of administration. The Minister compared the
present SituatIOn WIth what he called the great possibilities which were opened by the Mrican
campaign, and described the Eighth Army as the finest instrument of war so far fashioned in the
history of the Empire. I~ the course of the debate the Party drew attention to the necessity for
adequate arrangements bemg made fOl the comfort and contentment of the troops and for suitable
facilities being provided for their education and vocational training.
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NAVY ESTIMATES

On March 3 the First Lord of the Admiralty introduced the Navy Estimates. He stated
that the results of the anti-submarine campaign in the last four months had been the most encourag
ing of the war, and that those of February were believed to' be the best yet. He also spoke of the
part being played by the Dominions and India in the common effort at sea. Despite the heavy
losses of destroyers and submarines, we had now many more than when the war started, and the
new ships were stronger and better adapted to meet new weapon~.

AIR ESTIMATES

On March r r the Secretary for Air presented his Estimates. In the course of his statement
he announced the intention to establish a Transport Command in the R.A:F., which would work in
collaboration with the British Overseas Airways Corporation.

The Party moved the following :-

" That this House, appreciating the important part which civil aviation will play in post
war reconstruction, urges the Government to adopt a P91icy which will ensure the immediate
development of civil air transport at the conclusion of hostilities, so that in co-operation with
the countlies of the British Commonwealth and with other members of the United Nations, this
means of communication shall be turned to peaceful ends and pl()mote better international
relationships as well as the economic welfare of all peoples." .

The debate being in Supply, arguments involving legislation, such as the constitution and
functions of the British Overseas Airways Corporation, and its relations with the Air Ministry, could
not be developed, but arrangements have been made for a further debate when the scope will not be
so restricted. The Minister, it! reply, expressed his agreement with the Motion. The Government
were fully alive to the importance of post-war civil air transport, and therefore, without impairing
the war effort, they had, as one of several preparatory steps, set up a Committee early this year to
consider broadly the post-war situation. That Committee had recommended that work should
start immediately on designing civil aircraft of new types, and tb.e Government had decided to act
accordingly. Moreover, some form of international collaboration would be essential, and this
aspect of the matter was not being overlooked.

NEW SPEAKER

The Speaker died on March 3, and the House had to' be adjourned until arrangements could
be made for the appointment of a successor. On March 9 Colonel Clifton Brown, Conservative
Member for Hexham, and the Deputy Speaker, was appointed to fill the vacancy, and on the next
day Major James Milner, Labour Member for S.E. Leeds, was elected Deputy Speaker and Chair
man of Ways and Means.

COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION

On March r6 a debate took place on Colonial administration in the West Indies. The
Minister opened and dealt with the three main topics, namely, the new Jamaica Constitution, the
background and general conclusions of the Stockdale Report, and the work of the Anglo-United
States Caribbean Commission. Party spokesmen emphasised the necessity for a great develop
ment of the social services, and drew special attention to such questions as malnutrition, housing,
unemployment, etc. There were so many Members wishing to speak that the debate was carried
over and resumed on April r 5.

There has been a great deal of interest taken in colonial questions this Session. 527 questions
have been asked, and of this number, Labour Members were responsible for 408.

INDIA

On March 30, on a series of Orders approving Proclamations for carrying on government in the
Provinces where Indian Ministers had resigned, the Secretary o(State gave a survey of the situation
in India based upon a White Paper which had just been issued. The White Paper, however, was
confined more to the activities of the Congress Party than to the general economic and political
situation. Once again the Party spokesman urged that no opportunity should be lost of reopening
negotiations and suggested that a sympathetic speech from the Prime Minister would be very helpful.

WAR PENSIONS

On March 23 the ques'tion of war pensions was discussed. Before the debate began the Pensions
Minister announced that inquiries were being diligently pursued as to the possibility of setting up
Appeals Tribunals at the earliest possible moment. In the debate dissatisfaction with the present
position of war pensions was expressed in all parts of the House and the Government were
urged to appoint a Select Committee to make a thorough investigation and report. The Minister
replied that this was a matter for the Government to decide and he would submit it for consideration.
The Government have not consented to a Select Committee. but the question is not being dropped.
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NAVY ESTIMATES

On March 3 the First Lord of the Admiralty introduced the Navy Estimates. He stated
that the results of the anti-submarine campaign in the last four months had been the most encourag
ing of the war, and that those of February were believed to be the best yet. He also spoke of the
part being played by the Dominions and India in the common effort at sea. Despite the heavy
losses of destroyclS and submarines, we had now many morc than when the war started, and the
new ships wc.-e stronger and better adapted to meet new weapon~.

AIR ESTIMATES

On MaTch I I the ~crctary for Air prellCnted his Estimates. In the coun;e of his statement
he announced the intention to establish a Transport Command in the R.A:F., which would work in
collaboration with the British Overseas Airways Corporation.

The Party moved the following :-

" That this House, appreciating the important part which civil aviation will play in post
war reconstruction, urges the Government to adopt a policy which will ensure the immediate
development of civil air transport at the conclusion of hostilities, so that in co-operation with
the countlies of the British Commonwealth lind with other members of the United Nations, this
means of communication shall be turned to peaceful ends lind Plomote better international
relationships as well as the economic welfare of all peoples."

The debate being in Supply, arguments involving legislation, such as the constitution and
functions of the British Overseas Airways Corporation, and its relations with the Air Ministry, could
not be developed, but arrangements have been made for a further debate when the scope will not be
so restricted. The Minister, it. reply, expressed his agreement with the Motion. The Government
were fully alive to the importance of post-war civil air transport, and therefore, without impairing
the war effort, they had, as one of several preparatory steps, set up a Committee early this year to
consider broadly the post.war situation. That Committee had recommended that work should
start immediately on designing civil ail craft of new types, lind Ibe Government had decided to act
accordingly. Moreover, some form of international collaboration would be essential, and this
aspect of the matter was not being overlooked.

NEW SPEAKER

The Speaker died 011 March 3, and the House had to be adjourned until arrangements could
be made for the appointment of a sucoessor. On March 9 Colonel Clifton Brown, ConSCTVlltive
Member for Hexham, and the Deputy Speaker, was appointed to fill the vacancy, and on the next
day Major James Milner, Labour Member for S.E. Leeds, was elected Deputy Speaker and Chair
man of Ways and Means.

COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION

On March 16 a debate took plaoe on Colonial administration in the West Indies. The
Minister opened and dealt with the three main topics, namely, the new Jamaica Constitution, the
background and general conclusions of the Stockdale Report, and the work of the Anglo-United
States Caribbean Commission. Party spokesmen emphasised the neoessity for a great develop
ment of the social services, and drew special attention to such questions as malnutrition, housing,
unemployment, etc. There were so many Members wishing to speak that the debate was carried
over and resumed on April 15.

There baa been a gt:eat deal of interest taken in colonial questions this Session. 527 questions
have been asked, and of this number, Labour Members were responsible for 408.

INDIA

On March 30, on a series of Orden approving Proclamationlf Cor calTying on government in the
Provinces where Indian Ministers had resigned, the Secretary of State gavc a survey of the siruation
in India based upon a \Vhite Paper which had just been issued. The \Vhite Paper, however, was
confined mOTe to the activities of the Congress Party than to the general economic and political
situation. Once again the Party spokesman urged that no opportunit)' should be lost of reopening
negotiations and suggested that a sympathetic speech from Ihe Prime Minister would be very helpful.

WAR PENSIONS

On March 23 the question of wat pensions was discussed. Before the debate began the Pensions
Minister announced that inquiries were being diligently punued as to the possibility of setting up
Appeals Tribunals at the eadiest possible moment. In the debate dissatisfaction with the present
position of war pensions was expressed in all pans of the House and the Government were
urged to appoint a Select Committee to make a thorough investigation and report. The Minister
replied that this was a matter for the Government to decide and he would submit it for consideration.
The Government have not consented to a Select Committee. but the question is not being dropped.
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THE BUDGET

On April lZ the Chancellor of1the Exchequer'submitted his sixth War Budget. He acknow
ledged the immense value of Lend-Lease, and paid a tribute to Canada for its splendid contribution
towards the war. He reminded the House that, large though American help was, it was n() greater
than we were affording to our Allies without charge, and that while the aid from the United States
and Canada practically solved our financial problems over there, we had to fend for ourselves in the
rest of the world.

The cost of the war had now reached the figure of £13,000,000,000, and the total of all our
expenditure, including debt charges and normal services throughout the war period, amounted to
£15,600,000,000. When he opened his first Budget in 1940, we were spending about £5,000,000
a day on the war; at the time of the last Budget, the rate was £ lZ,500,000 ; it was now £1 5,000,000.

In spite of this increase, the social services had been developed, pay and allowances to the men in
the Forces had been increased, and payments under the War Damage Act exceeded the amount
received in premiums.

Of all our expenditure, no less than 44 per cent. had been met from current domestic revenue.
Seven million wage-earners were paying about £zoo,ooo,ooo in income tax, and the total sub
scriptions to war savings was £1,986,000,000. He intimated that close examination was being made
into the possibility of income tax belng levied on current earnings; that the Government intended
to maintain after the war the policy of cheap money for reconstruction and development; and
that the policy of price stabilisation had been successful, the cost to the State now being about
£180,000,000 a year.

The Chancellor also announced modifications with respect to purchase tax whereby utility
cloth and other utility articles would be exempt and the tax on luxury articles would be increased
to 100 per cent. He also proposed to make some concessions as regards income tax in respect of
housekeepers and dependent relatives. Various economies were to be effected in the Post Office
to enable that Department to make a further contribution to man-power.

He announced increased taxation on tobacco, beer, wines and spirits, and entertainments, and
increased charges on trunk telephone calls and telegrams.

The Party generally welcomed the Budget Statement, but expressed some regret at the increase
in indirect as distinct from direct taxation, which would, moreover, impose further hardships on
old age pensioners, and pressed for some alteration in the incidence of income tax on wage
earners to remove the present difficulty of deductions in respect of comparatively high earnings being
imposed during a time of reduced earnings.

The Finance Bill, which gives legislative effect to the Budget, has yet to be considered in all
its stages.

AGRICULTURE

The only agricultural measure during the year was the Agricultural (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act, 1943. This gave the Minister fvrther powers in regard to land drainage and also concerned a
number of other minor matters. However, agriculture has made continued progress. Vast areas
of land have been drained to the benefit of the nation's food supply. Some improvement has been
made in the position of farm workers occupying cottages attached to farms; under a recent Defence
Regulation, a worker will not be evicted, even though his cottage may be required by the landlord
for one of his workers, if the e):(isting tenant is himself engaged full-time in agriculture, and it is in
the interest of food production to leave him in occupation. The Ministry of Food's machinery
for the bulk purchase of imported food, allied to guaranteed markets and pegged prices for the main
agricultural products, has continued to work smoothly and has contributed to agricultural stability
with consequent gain to the food production campaign.

PARLIAMENT AND THE WAR

Following upon the Prime Minister's review of the war situation on the opening of the new
Session, two days were given to a general debate, during which satisfaction was expressed with the
conduct of the campaign in Egypt and Libya and the landing in North Africa. In reply to a specific
question as to whether any statement could be made on the negotiations with Admiral Darlan, the
Deputy-Prime Minister stated that they had taken place between the Commander-in-Chief of the
Allied Forces and Admiral Darlan and others with a view to the immediate military situation in
North Africa, and it was not possible at this stage to make any further statement.

On November Z5 the Foreign Secretary stated that the Government were in full agreement
with President Roosevelt's statement on November 17 (that the arrangement with Admiral Darlan
was only temporary), and asked that discretion should be observed in utterances made dUling the
present extremely critical phase of military operations.

On December 10 the House went into Secret Session to discuss the situation in North Africa-·
and the position of Admiral Darlan.

On November Z3 certain Ministerial changes were announced, the most important of which
were the appointment of Sir Stafford Cripps as Minister of Aircraft Production, the elevation to the
War Cabinet of Mr-. Herbert Morrison, in place of Sir Stafford; and the appointment of Mr. Eden,
the Foreign Secretary, as Leader of the House.

On November Z4 the House went into Secret Session to discuss Army Training
and Organisation.

THE BUDGET

On April IZ the Chancellor of'the Exchcquer'submitted his sixth War Budget. He acknow.
Jedgcd the immense vnlue of Lend.Lease, and paid a tribute to Canada for its splendid contribution
towards the war. He reminded the House that, large though American help was, il was no greater
than we were affording to our Allies without charge, and that while the aid from the United Stares
aDd Canada practically solved our financial problems over there, we had to fend fOf ourselves in the
rest of the world.

The cost of the war had now reached the figure of £13,000,000,000, and the tOlal of all OUt
expenditl.lT"C,includ'ngdcbt charges and normal services throughout the war period, amounted to
£15,600,000,000. \Vhen he opened his lin;t Budget in 1940, we were spending about £5,000,000
a day on the wat ; at the time of the last Budget, the rate was £ 12,500,000; it was now i) 5,000,000.
In spite of this increase, the social services had been developed, pay and allowances to the men in
the Forces had been increased, and payments under the \Var Damage Act exceeded the amount
received in premiums.

Of all our expenditure, no less than 44 per cent. had been met from current domestic revenue.
Seven million wage-earners were paying about £200,000,000 in income tax, and the total sub
scriptions to war savings was {,1,986,000,000. He intimated that close ~minationwas being made
into the possibility of income tax being levied on current earnings ; tlmt the GO\'ernment intended
to maintain after the wal the policy of cheap money for reconstroction and development; and
that the policy of price stabilisation had been successful, the cost to the State now being about
£180,000,000 a year.

The Chllncellor also announced modifications wilh respect to purchase tax whereby utility
doth and other utility articles would be exempt and the t:!X on luxury articles would be increased
to 100 per cent. He also proposed to make some concessions as regards income tax in respect of
housekeepers and dependent relatives. Various economies were to be effected in the PO$I Office
to enable that Department to make a further contribution to man_power.

He announced increased taxalion on tobacco, beer, wines and spirits, and enterrainmenu, and
increased charges on tronk telephone calls and telegrllIT1$.

The Pany generally welcomed the Budget Statement, but expressed some regret at the inelea8C
in indirect as distinct from direct taxation, which would, moreover, impose further hardships on
old age pensioners, and pressed for some aheration in the incidence of income tax on wage
earners to remove the present difficulty of deductions in respect of comparatively high earnings being
imposed during a time of reduced earnings.

The Finance Dill, which gives legislative effect to the Budget, has yet to be consideted in all
its stages.

AGRICULTURE

The only a¥riculturnl measure during the year was the Agricultural (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act, 1943. ThiS gave the Minister fjJrther powers in rcg-nrd to lund drainage and also concerned a
number of other minor matters. However, agriculture has made continued progress. Vast llreas
of land h(we been drained to the benefit of the nation's food suppl}·. Some improvcmem has bet'n
made in the position of farm workers Occ\lpying cottages attached to farms; under a re<:ent Defence
Regulation, a worker wjl\ not be evicted, even though his cottage may be required by the landlord
for one of his workers, if the existing tenant is himself engaged full-time in agriculture, and it is in
the interest of food production to leave him in occupation. The .Ministry of Food's machinery
for the bulk purchase of imported food, allied to guaranteed markers and pegged prices for the main
agricultural products, has continued 10 work smoothly and has contributed to agricultural stability
with consequent b"ain to the food production campaign.

PARLIAMENT AND THE WAR

Following upon the Prime Minister's review of the war situation on the opening of the new
Session, two days were given to a general debate, during which satisfaction was expressed with the
conduct of the campaign in Egypt and Libya and the landing in North Africa. In reply to a specific
question as to whether any statement could be made on the negotiations with Admiral Dnrlan, the
Deputy-Prime l\1iniater stated that they had taken place between the Commander-in-Chief of the
Allied Forces and Admiral Darlan and Others with a view to the immediate military s.ituation in
North Africa, and it was not possible at this stage to make any further statement.

On November zs the Foreign Secretary stated that the Government were in full agreement
with President Roosevelt's statement on November 17 (that the arrangement with Admirul Darlan
was only temporary). and asked that discretion should be observed in utterances made during the
present extremely critical phase of military operations.

On December 10 the House went into Secret Session to discuss the situation in North Mrica-·
and the position of Admiral Darlan.

On No...-c.mber 2.3 certain Ministerial changes ,vere announced, the most important of which
were the appointment of Sir Stafford Cripps as Minister of Aircraft Production, the eleVlltion to the
War Cabinet of Mr. Herbert"l\1orrison, in place of Sir Stafford; and the appointment of Mr. Eden,
the Fo,eign Secretary, as Leader of the House.

On November 24 the House went into Secret Session to discuss Army Training
and Organisation.
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On December 8 a National Service Bill was read a second time. Its main purpose was to
,make the minimum age for registration 17 years and 8 months, so that when youths reach the age
of 18 they can be immediately enrolled in the Forces. The Minister of Labour ,made it clear that
there was no intention of lowering the age of actual enlistment, and that the pledge not to send
youths under 19 overseas still stood. The I.L.P. forced a division, but the Second Reading
was carried against II minority of 5. The remaining stages were concluded on the following day.

On December 16 a debate took place on War Finance and Borrowing Policy, The spokesman
of the Party, in opening the debate, attributed the financial revolution to the fact that the gold
standard was not only dead but damned; the State had regained supremacy over currency; the
volume of credit, though nominally controlled by the Banks, was decided by the policy of the
Government; the price of credit was in reality dictated by the Government; the general level of
prices, including the cost of.living, was regulated by the Government; and it had been discovered
that that which is economically possible could not be financially impossible. If during the war and
immediately after it we could avoid the extremes of inflation and deflation, then, with the power of
production freed from the restrictions of the gold standard, and with a wise nation'll policy in
fOleign, imperial and domestic affairs, we should be able to have full employment and use to the
utmost the knowledge and technique acquired during the twentieth.century.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer expressed agreement with those who had emphasised the
importance of restoring our export trade after the war. He indicated that much time was being
devoted to the preparation of post-war economic co-operation between the United Nations. He
also stated that in the first thre~ years of the war we had met 42 per cent. of our total expenditure
out of revenue, and that for the current financial year the figure would be almost 50 per cent.

On December 17 the Foreign Secretary read a solemn declaration of the Govemments of the
United Nations denouncing the persecution of the Jews, the House being so moved at the recital of
German atlOdti.:s and by the stern protest and warning of retribution that Members rose
spontaneously and remained standing for a minute.

On December 30 further Ministerial changes were announced. These included the transfer
of Sir William Jowitt from the position of Paymaster~Generalto Minister without Portfolio (without
any change in duties) ; a Minister-designate for the new Ministry of Town and Country Planning.
and a Minister Resident at Allied Headquarters in North-West Africa.

On January 19, when the House resumed after the Christmas recess, the Deputy-Prime
Minister, in the absence abroad of the Prime Minister, reviewed the war situation at the close of
1942. He indicated that it was the Government's resolve, in 1943, in co-operation with our Allies,
to strike at the enemy by land, sea and air everywhere with the greatest vigour and determination.
He gave pride of place to the great achievements of the Russian Army. In North Africa there was
a lull due to bad weather and other circumstances, but there was every confidence in General
Eisenhower, General Anderson, and the men of the Allied Forces in Tunisia. The political
situation there was not so satisfactory, but what was being kept in mind was the single objective of
promoting the union of all Frenchmen in the war against the Axis for the liberation of France. In
order to help this, Mr. MacMillan had been appointed Minister Resident at Allied Headquarters in
N orth-West Africa. The appointment of General Giraud as High Commissioner was very we!come;

On January zo and 21 the House went into Secret Session for a debate on Man-Power.
On January 26 a Supplementary Vote of Credit for £900,000,000 and a further Vote of Credit

for £1,000,000,000 were submitted. The Chancellor stated that in recent weeks the daily average
cost of the war had risen to £14,000,000. He estimated that the year's expenditure would be about
£4,9°0,000,000, instead of the original Budget estimate of £4,5°0,000,000.

On February I I the Prime Minister gave a comprehensive review of the war situation. He
stated that at the Conference at Casablanca the United Nations had decided upon a complete plan of
action to be'carried out during the next nine months. The operations of the U-boats were very
serious, but we were more than holding our own. New building exceeded all the losses. The
American flow of shipbuilding was leaping up month by month. From January to October, 1942,
the rate of sinkings of U-boats was good, but from November to the present date that rate had
improved by more than half. It was quite true that we were making inroads upon the reserves of
food and raw materials, but this was being done for the sake of military operations in Africa and
Asia and in the Far Pacific, and also for the sake of the Russian convoys. Provided that the present
intense efforts wele maintained, he could assure the House that we would be definitely better off
so far as shipping was concerned at the end of 1943. It was only after full and cold, sober and mature
consideration of all the facts that the President of the United States, with his full concurrence as
agent of the War Cabinet, had decided that the note of the Casablanca Conference should be the
unconditional surrender of all our foes. Efforts were made to hold a tripartite conference, but
Premier Stalin could not leave the direction of the war in Russia for a single day. The Prime
Minister also renewed the declaration that Great Britain would continue the war against Japan to
the point of unconditional surrender should the war in Europe finish before. They had been in
close correspondence with the Chinese Generalissimo and had received from him an expression of
satisfaction at the strong additional help being plovided for China at this stage in her long-drawn
undaunted struggle. Dealing with his visit to Turkey, the Prime Minister stated that it was no part
of our policy to get Turkey into any trouble. At the Conference there he had no request of Turkey,
except to get the business of rearmament thoroughly well organised.

On March 24 the Prime Minister intimated that the' great battle then proceeding in Tunisia
had by no means reached its climax and that very much hard fighting lay before the British and
United States Forces. The latest information from the Mareth Front showed that the Germans,
by counter attack, had regained the greater part of the bridgehead which had been stormed and
that their main line of defence there had been rootored. He had good confidence, however, in
the final result.
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volume of credit, though nominally controlled by the Banks, was decided by the policy of the
Government; the price of credit was in reality dictated by the Government; the general level of
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that that which i~ economically possible could not be financially impos.sible. If during the war and
immediately after it we could avoid the extremes of infl31ion and deflation, then, with the power of
production freed from the resuietions of the gold standard, and with a wise nation'll policy in
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On December 17 the Foreign Secretary read a solemn declaration of the Govemments of the
United Nations denouncing Ihe persecution of the Jews, the House being so moved at the recital of
German allodtLs and by the stem protest and warning of retribution that Members rose
spontaneously and remained standing for a minute.

Oil December 30 further Ministerial changes were announced. These included the transfer
of Sir William Jowitt from the position ofPaymastehGeneral to Minister without Portfolio (without
any change in duties); a Minister-designate for the new Ministry of Town and Country Planning.
and a Minister Resident at Allied Headquarters in North-West Africa.

On january 19, when the House resumed after the Christmas recess, the Deputy-Prime
Minister, in the absence abrosd of the Prime Minister, reviewed the war situation at the close of
1942.. He indicated that it was the Government's resolve, in 1943, in co-operation with our Allies,
to strike at the enemy by land, sea and air everywhere with the greatest vigour and determination.
He gave pride of place to the gleat achievements of the Russian Army. In NorTh Africa the.e was
a lull due to bad weather and othe. circumstances, Lut there was every confidence in Genetal
Eisenhower, General Anderson, and the men of the Allied Fou:es in Tunisia. The political
situation there was not so satisfaclory, but what was being kept in mind was the single objective of
promoting the union of all Frenchmen in the war against lhe Axis for the libetation of France. In
order to help this, Mr. MacMillan had been appointed Minister Resident at Allied Hesdquarters in
North- \Vest Africa. The appointment of General Giraud as Hi~h Commissioner was \oery welcome;

On january 20 and 2t the House went into Secret Session for a debate on Man-Power.
On january 26 a Supplementary Vote of Credit for £900,000,000 and a further Vote of Credit

for £1,000,000,000 were submitted. The Chancellor stated that in recent weeks the daily average
cost of the war had risen to £14,000,000. He estimated that the year's expenditure would be about
£4,900,000,000, instead of the original Budget estimate of £4,500,000,000.

On February II Ihe Prime Minister gave a comprehensive review of the war situation. He
stated that at the Conference at Casablanca the United Nations had decided upon a complete plan of
action to be'carried out during the next nine months. The operations of the U-boats were very
serious, but we were more than holding our own. New building exceeded all the losses. The
American How of shipbuilding was leaping up month by month. From january to October, 1942-,
the ratc of sinkings of U-boats was good, but from November to the present date that late had
improved by more than half. It was quite true that we were making inroads upon the reserves of
food and raw materials, but this was being done for the sake of military operations in Africa and
Asia and in the Far Pacific, and also for the sake of the Russian convoys. Provided that the present
intense efforts were maintained, he could assure the House that we would be definitely better off
so far as shipping was concerned at the end of 1943. It was only after full and cold, sober and mature
consideration of all the facts that the President of the United Stales, with his full concurrence as
agent of the War Cabinet, had decided that the note of the Casablanca Conference should be tho
unconditional surrender of aU our foes. Efforts were made to hold a tripartite conference, but
Premier Stalin could not leave the direction of the war in Russia for a single day. The Prime
Minister also renewed the declaration that Great Britain would continue the war against japan to
the point of unconditional surrender should the war in Europe finish before. They had been in
close correspondence with the Chinese Generalissimo and had received from him an expression of
satisfaction at the slroog additional help beiog provided for Chioa at this stage in her long-drawn
undaunted struggle. Dealing with his visit to Turkey, the Prime Minister stared that it was no part
of OUt policy to get Tutkey into any trouble. At the Conference there he had no request of Turkey,
6ltcept to get tho business of rearmament thoroughly well organised.

On March 24 the Prime Minister intimated that the ereRt battle then proceeding in Tunisia
had by no means reached its climax and that very much hard fighting lay before the British hnd
United States Forces. The latest information from the Mareth Front ahov.~d that the German"
by COuntel attnck, hetd regained the greater p.ut of the bridgehead which had been atormed RIld
that their main line of defeI1011 there bad been I"C6tored. He had good confidence, however, in
the final result.
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On March 30 the Prime Minister stated that since the check sustained on the Mareth Front
the situation had turned very much in our favour. A severe defeat had been inflicted by the
Desert Army. El Hamma had been occupied the previous night and our vanguards had passed
through Gabes this morning. Enemy losses had been very heavy and the operations were being
prosecuted with the utmost energy.

On April 7 the Prime Minister announced that a new victory had been gained. In the dark
ness of the previous morning 500 guns had opened up on the enemy's Akarit position north of
Gabes, and under cover of this barrage British and Indian infantry had overwhelmed the Axis
forces and seized all key points. A hole had been blasted in the centre of the enemy's a-mile
defensive line, and our tanks had streamed through it. All counter attacks had been repulsed,
and by nightfall the open country had been reached. So far, over 6,000 prisoners had been taken,
and Rommel's army, hotly pursued, was now retreating northwards. Recent operations should
enable th~ Desert Army to join hands with the United States Forces.

On April 8 the Foreign Secretary gave an account of his visit to the United States and Canada.
In Washington there had been discussions of immediate questions concerning the conduct of
the war of a type and character which did not normally fall under the regis of the Foreign Office,
questions of political co-operation connected with past or future military operations, and questions
of a much wider range on which there was close similarity of outlook, although these were exploratory
and committed neither ourselves nor the United States. The real foundation of our relations with
the United States was a common interest in the maintenance of world peace to prevent the repetition
of a catastrophic conflict every 20 years. Mr. Eden also paid a tribute to Canada's truly amazing
war effort.

Mr. Eden's statement gave general satisfaction because it definitely conveyed the impression
that the United States and ourselves were getting down to post-war problems.

PERSONAL
Since the last Report to Conference the Party has mourned the loss of six staunch colleagues

through death. Mr. William Lunn (Rothwell), Mr. David M. Adams (Poplar), Mr. J. H. Hall
(Whitechapel) and Mr. Duncan Graham (Hamilton) died after long illnesses which had prevented
their regular attendance for some time. Mr. George Lathan (Park Division of Sheffield) had been
ill, but it was hoped he would recover. Mr. John Jagger (Clayton) met his death in tragic circum
stances, being killed in a road accident. All of them had earned the high respect of the Party
and have been missed.

Mr. Joseph Batey (Spennymoor), a first-class Member of Parliament, retired on account of
ill-health; and Mr. Gordon Macdonald (Ince), who had occupied an important place in the councils
of the Party, retired on appointment as a Regional Coal ContlOller.

Ald. T. J. Brooks was returned for Rothwell; Mr. W. H. Guy for Poplar; Mr. W. J. Edwards
for Whitechapel; Mr. Thomas Fraser for Hamilton; Ald. T. W. Burden for the Park Division;
Ald. H. Thorneycroft for Clayton; Ald. J. D. Murray for Spennymoor; and Mr. T. J. Brown for
Ince.

Under the auspices of the Northern Ireland Labour Party, Mr. J. Beattie was elected for
West Belfast at a bye-election, and has joined the Party.

Mr. Andrew Maclaren (Burslem) resigned from the Party.

GENERAL

As the war progresses and the stea<:!ily growing power of the United Nations becomes more and
more manifest, and as the general direction of the war and the problems of supply are being more
successfully handled, Parliament naturally turns to the domestic issues which will arise after the war.

At the same time, however, there is one war-time problem which has not yet been solved, and
that is coal production and consumption. Whilst the Party warmly appreciate the good work
done in connection with the mining industry, they were disappointed last year at· the failure to
establish a scheme of fuel rationing, and the present position would have been worse but for the
mild winter. The fact is that production is not keeping pace with consumption, and it is clear
that further measures will be necessary.

The debate on the Beveridge Report on the Social Services was probably the most important
of the year. It is unfortunate that the Party felt compelled to divide against the Government
on this issue, but it should be made clear that the Party have never lost their confidence in the
Labour Ministers. Conversations have since taken place and the intention is to have another debate
later in the Session to enable the Government to report upon the pIogress made in the meantime.
Every effort is being made to ensure that when this debate takes place, there shall be no mis
understanding within the Party.

The ~everidge Report is an outstanding document which has received the general SUppOlt
of all sectlOn.s of the Labour Movement, subject to further examination of certain aspects. It is
one of the hIgh hopes of the Movement that a social security plan shall be on the Statute Book
and ready for operation when hostilities cease.

ARTHUR GREENWOOP, Chairma11.
F. W. PETHICK-LAWRENCE, Vic:e-Chaimum.
H. SCOTT LINDSAY, Secretary•
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LORD PASSFIELD.
EARL RUSSELL

(at present in the U.S.A.).
LORD SNELL

(Captain, Gentleman-at-Arms, and
Deputy Leader of the House of
Lords).

LORD SOUTHWOOD.
VISCOUNT STANSGATE.
LORD STRABOLGI.
LORD WEDGWOOD.
LORD WINSTER.

which Labour Peers initiated or participated

PARLIAMENTARY REPORT: HOUSE OF LORDS
During the year we had the pleasure of welcoming back to our ranks Lord Marley, after his

tour of the United States of America.
We record with deep regret the death of Lord Olivier. During his active days in the House

of Lords he was as stalwart in debate as he was a sage in counsel. We mourn a loyal colleague.
The following Peers take the Labour Whip :
LORD ADDISON (Leader).
LORD FARINGDON.
EARL OF HUNTINGDON.
LORD LATHAM
EARL OF LISTOWEL (Whip)
LORD MARLEY.
LORD NATHAN.

(Member of the Administrative Committee
of the Parliamentary Labour Party, and
Liaison Officer with the National Council
of Labour).

LORD NOEL-BuxTON.
Here is a summary of the principal debates

in since the last Annual Report :-
GENERAL WAR SITUATION

A plea was made for co-ordination of strategy (including not only military, naval and air co
operation but economic and political welfare) of the Empire, her Allies and Co-belligerents. (April
22, 1942.) .

There was a two-day debate on the Party's motion calling attention to the conduct of the wal
with special reference to events in North Africa and in the Mediterranean. (July I and July 2,
1942.)

Improved co-operation between the Royal Navy and the R@yal Air Force was urged. (April
15, 1942.)

War at Sea.-A motion pressed the Government to state what steps have been taken to secure
unity of command in the Atlantic for the defence of shipping. (Wednesday, March 2t, 1943.)

China.-The Government was strongly urged to implement the declared policy of the United
Nations to afford all possible aid to the National Government of China in the common cause. This
debate began on March 3, 1943, and was continued over the following day.

Further Labour views on China were expressed when a Member of the Parliamentary Delega
tion of four who recently visited that country raised a new debate. (Tuesday, March 16, 1942.)

Singapore.-A demand was made for the appointment of a Royal Commission to enquire
into and report on the defences at Singapore. Events there were described as " the most terrible
disgrace that has ever befallen British arms." The Government reply was that there was not at
that juncture sufficient evidence for the setting up of a Royal Commission. (March 25, 1943.)

Singapore was again the topic of discussion on May 19, 1942.
The War: Financial Issues.-In this debate stress was laid on the sixth principle of the Atlantic

Charter-freedom from fear and want. (July 22, 1942.)
Raw Materials.-There was a debate on the necessity for practising economy in raw materials

to the fullest possible extent. Reference was made to coal, copper, the possibility of replacing
from Africa losses of such raw materials as tin, bauxite, hematite, vegetable oils, etc. (September
10, 1942.)

Allied War EfJort.-On December 2 attention was called to the importance of the utmost
possible unity in the Inter-Allied control and direction of the war effort.

HOME AFFAIRS
Agriculture.-When a " National Labour" Peer moved a motion on agriculture the supreme

need of a proper production policy was stressed from the Labour Benches. 1t was the duty of the
State to protect primary producers, to safeguard their existence and to stabilise and encourage their
industry. But efforts and undertakings would have to be international. (February 16 and 18,
1943.)

Inland Transport.-In a debate on inland transport public ownership of the railways was
urged, among other reforms. (May 13, 1942.)

Planning and Reconstruction.-As a result of the initiative of the Labour Peers there was a
two-day debate on this topic. The motion called attention to the Reports of the Uthwatt and Scott
Committees and urged the Government to introduce without delay legislation so that the necessary
preparatory steps might be taken to ensure that planning and reconstruction could be commenced
immediately after the cessation of hostilities. (Wednesday, November 18, and Thursday, November
19, 1942.) ••••••

On December 16, 1942, anxiety was expressed about the position regarding domestic recon
struction and we asked to be informed of the nature and scope of the functions and powers of the
Paymaster-General (Sir William Jowitt.)• • • • • •

Public Services.-In the debate on Lord Reith's motion about the Public Services Labour
Party policy as approved by the Nation!1l Confer.ence of 1~42 was re-stated. (June 17, '1942.)

Beveridge Report.-There was speCIal and WIdespread mterest in the two-day debate on this
matter which resulted from a motion moved from the Labour Benches. The policy of the National
Council of Labour was explained. (February 24 and February 25, 1943.)
1;;,. Family Allowances.-our demand for a national scheme of family allowances received the
support of the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury and of Peers on other Benches. (June 10, 1942.)
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Liaison Offieer with the National Council
of Labour).

LonD NOEI.-BuxTo:<l.
Here is a summary of the principal debates

in since the last Annual Report :-
GENERAL WAR SITUATION

A plea was made for co-ordination of strategy (including not only military, naval and air co
operation but c<:onomic and political welfare) of the Empire, her Allies and Co-belligerents. (April
22, 1942.)

There was a two-day debate on the Party's motion calling attention to the conduct of the wal
with special rcference to events in North Africa and in the Mediterrsnenn. (July I and July 2,
1942.)

Improvcd co-operation between the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force was urged. (April
15, 1942.)

War at Sea.-A motion pressed the Government to state what steps have been taken to secure
unity of command in the Atlantic for the defence of shipping. (Wednesday, March 2~, 1943.)

China.-The Government was strongly urged to implement the declared policy of the United
Nations to afford all possible aid to the National Government of China in the common cause. This
debate began on March 3, 1943, and was continued over the following day.

Further Labour views on China were expressed when a Member of the Parliamentary Delega
tion of four who recently visited that country raised a new debate. (Tuesday, March 16, 1942.)

Singapore.-A demand was made for the appointment of a Royal Commission to enquire
into and report on the defences at Singapore. Events there were described as " the most terrible
disgrace that has ever befallen British aflTlS." The Government reply was that there was not lit
that juncture sufficient evidence for the setting up of a Royal Commission. (March 25, 1943.)

Singapore was again the topic of discussion on May 19, 1942.
The War: FinarteialissUt!s.-In this dcbate stress was laid on the sixth principle of the Atlantic

Charter-freedom from fear and want. Ouly 22,1942.)
Raw Materials.-There was a debate on the necessity for pl'llctising economy in raw materials

to the fullest possible extent. Reference was made to coal, copper, the possibility of replacing
from Africa losses of such raw materials as tin, bauxite, hematite, vegetable oils, etc. (September
10, 1942.)

Affied War Efforl.--0n December 2 attention was called to the importance of the utmost
possible unity in the Inter-Allied control and direction of the war effort.

HOME AFFAIRS
AgriCtlllUre.-When a " National Labour" Peer moved a motion on agriculture the supreme

need of a proper production policy was stressed from the Labour Benches. 1t was the duty of the
State to protect primary producefll, to safeguard their existence and to stabilise and encourage their
industry. But efforts and undertakings would have to be international. (February 16 and 18,
1943.)

Inland Tramport.-In a debate on inland transport public ownefllhip of the railways was
urged, among other reforms. (May l3, 1942.)

Planning and RecomtrnClion.-A!J a result of the initiative of the Labour Peers there was a
two-day debate on this topic. The motion called attention to the Reports of the Uthwatt and Scott
Committees and urged the Government to introduce without delay legislation so that the necessary
preparatory steps might be taken to ensure that planning and reconstruction could be commenced
immediately after the cessation ofhostilities. (Wednesday, No\·ember 18, and Thursday, November
19, 1942.) ••••••

On December 16, 1942, anxiety was expressed about the position regarding domestic recon_
struction and we asked to be informed of the nature and scope of the functions and powers of the
Paymaster-General (Sir William Jowitt.)• • • • • •

Public Services.-In the debate on Lord Reith's motion about the Public Services Labour
Party policy as approved by the National Conference of 1942 was re-stated. (June 17, '1942.)

Beveridge Report.-There was special and widespread interest in the two-day debate on this
Il1lItter which resulted from a motion moved from the Labour Benches. The policy of the National
Council of Labour was explained. (February 24 and February 25, 1943.)
Ii- Family AIlOTl,lances.--0ur demand for a national scheme of family allowances receivcd the
support of the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury and of Peers on other Benches. (June 10, 1942.)
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Welfare and Re-settlement.-Attention was directed to the urgent problems of welfare and
re-settlement which would arise in the post-armistice period. It was contended that unless these
problems were adequately tackled the success of all other plans however well laid might be most
gravely jeopardised. (March 9, 1943.)

War-time Nurseries.-A strong plea was made for increased provision of War-time Nurseries.
(June 24, 1942.)

Education.-Labour-Party Policy was outlined following a motion raised by a Liberal Peer.
(July 15, 1942.)

Youth Problems.-In this debate, initiated from our Benches, it was laid down that there
should be no compulsory regimentation of youth on the Hitler model. Blind alley occupations
should be abolished. There should be improved medical services for adolescents. This motion
received the strong support of the Lord Archbishop of York and others. (February 17, 1943.)

War Pensions.-One of our colleagues inaugurated a debate on the subject of War Pensions
and of Rehabilitation. (Wednesday, January 20, 1943.)

Worhmen's Compensation.-The line taken on this measure was in full accord with the views
of the Parliamentary Labour Party. (February 2 and February3, 1943.)

Shopping Facilities.-Attention was drawn to the need for providing better shopping facilities
for women workers in industry. (February 3, 1943.)

Freedom of Press.-Labour Peers made a vigorous defence of the Freedom of the Press, arising
out of the case of the Daily Mirror. At the same time it was made clear that they did not share the
views of that paper. (March 26, 1942.)

Stating that they were not expressing official views, some of our colleagues supported a demand
for the raising of the ban on the Daily Worker. (April 14, 1942.)

Working Hours of Children.-Strong support was' given to a Liberal protest against the per
mitted increase in the working hours of young persons in the potteries trade. (March 26,.1942.)

Reform of the F01'eign Service.-In this debate it was contended that it was of the utmost
importance that the Selection Board should contain people from outside the Diplomatic Service.
There should be representatives from other departments, such as the Overseas Trade Department.
(March 25 and March 30, 1943.). .

Civil Service Headship.-This discussion continued over two days.. From the L!lbour
Benches it is argued that no Civil Service in the world is marked by a greater standard of loyalty
and integrity. There should be a body of independent persons partly from the Civil Service and
partly from outside to advise and continually to have under review opportunities for advancement
and methods of selection of the best people. (Wednesday, November 25, and Thursday, November
26, 1942.)

POST-WAR PROBLEMS
Relief Measures.-The Government was pressed to state what measures it proposed to relieve

the shortage of certain necessities in the States of~subjugatedEurope as soon as these States are
freed from Nazi control. (December 9, 1942.)

The Nazi State.-Our spokesmen expressed strong dissent from the views of Lord Vansittart
in the course of a two-day debate on Post-War Policy Towards Germany. (May 19 and May 21,
1942.)
. Similar views were expressed in a further debate on this subject raised by the Bishop of

Chichester. (March 10, 1943.)
Broadcasts on War Aims.-Attention was drawn to the undesirable practice adopted by the

Government of broadcasts on war aims and policy being made by Senior Officers of the Services
who are not responsible to Parliament. (August 4, 1942.)

World Settle11lent.~The Government was urged to prepare without delay the proposals they
intend to make for world settlement after the war. (June 2, 1942.)

Air Transport.-The main point made from our Benches was that it will be necessary to seek
full international collaboration with the other countries principally concerned and more especially
with the United States of America and the U.S.S.R. (February 10, 1943.)

There was a further debate on this subject on March 11, 1943.
Persecution of the Jews.-Satisfaction was declared with the declaration of the Government

and their Allies stating their intention that those responsible for the crimes against the Jewish race
by the German autho):ities shall not escape retribution.. (December 17, 1942.)

RUSSIA
Congratulations were extended to the Government on the completion 6f the Treaty with

Russia. (June '11, 1942.)
. INDIA

The Government was invited to "try again" to bring about a solution of the difficulties in
India. (April 29, 1942.)

Th;re was a further discussion on India on April 6, 1943.

COLONIAL POLICY
The Government was asked for a specific 4tatement on its intentions regarding the Colonies

because the Colonial Empire had been expressly excluded by the Prime Minister from the provisions
of the Atlantic Charter. (December 3, 1942.)

* * * * * •
West lndies.-A renewed plea was made to the Government to state its poiicy in regard to

constitutional progress and reform in the West Indies. (January 27, 1943.)

ADDISON (Leader).'
LISTOWEL (Whip).
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APPENDIX I
1...

THE LABOUR PARTY· AND THE COMMUNIST PARTy
A STATEMENT BY THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE LABOUR

PARTY

The National Executive Committee has recently received from Mr. Harry Pollitt, the Secretary
of the Communist Party, a request to place before the next Annual Conference an official application
for that Party to be accepted as an affiliated organisation. The National Executive has reaffirmed
previous decisions against the affiliation of the Communist Party and desires to state,some of the
reasons wHich have induced it to take that action. There is public interest in the matter and the
members of the Labour Party will also desire to be informed.

In the course of his letter, Mr. Pollitt says that the' Corrimunist Party is fully prepared ·to accept
all the obligations of being affiliated to the Labour Party, and to carry out loyally all decisions reached
at its Annual Conference. .. .

This undertaking would seem to be sufficient to satisfy the most cautious person, but it ha~
a fundamental weakness. The Communist Party is not in a position to implement it, as the primary
loyalty of "The Communist Party of Great Britain." which officially describes itself as the" British
Section of the Communist International," is to \hc Communist International. . .

The following quotations from the Constitution and Rules of the Communist International
make that absolutely clear :-

"5. . .. Party questions may be discussed by the members of the Party and by Party organisa-
tions until such time as a decision is tl\ken upon them by the competent Party committees.
Mter a decision has been taken by the Congress of the Communist International, by the
Congress of the respective Sections, or by leading committees of the Comintern, and of its
various Sections, these decisions must be unreservedly carried out even if a Section of the
Party membership or of the local Party organisations are in disagreement with it.

"12. The leading body of the Communist International in the'period between Congresses IS
the Executive Committee, which gives instructions to all the Sections of the Communist
International and controls their activity. . .

"13. The decisions oj the E.C.C.I. are obligatory for all the Sections of the Communist
International and must be promptly carried out. The Sections have' the rizht to appe-al
against decisions of the E.C.C.L to the World Congress, but must continue to carry out
such decisions pending the decision of the World Congress. .

"14. The Central Committees of the various Sections of· the Communist International are
responsible to their respective Party Congresses and to the E.C.C.L The latter :has the
right to annul or amend decisions of Party Congresses and of Central Committees 0

Parties and also to make decisions which are obligatory for them."

If these rules are read carefully it becomes plain that in any conflict of view, or policy, between
the British Labour Party and the Communist International, the view of the latter body would prevail
so far as the British Communist Party is concerned. Not one of the affiliated constituent bodies
of the Labour Party is now in that position. They all accept the policy of the Partyand are certainly
not subject to any outside direction or control. If they were, the Labour Party would cease to exist
as a united political force. It might preserve the appearance of organisation but it would be an
organisation of conflicting, warring atoms, entirely devoid of that·basis of unity which is fundamental
to any great political Party. The National Executive knows of no reason why the Communist
Party should be given a privileged positibn, and accordingly it has declined t~e application.

There were other reasons for doing so, however. The ComJ;l1unist Party wishes to retain its
separate organisation in order that it may continue to advocate a policy separate, distinct and different
from that of the Labour Party, to the Labour Party's consequent and continuous embarrassment.
Anybody who knows anything of the varied activities of the Communist Party cannot possibly
suppose that it would for a moment contemplate their abandonment.

The advantages which would be enjoyed by the Communist Party if its application for affiliation
were accepted are easily to be seen. Its members would have access to every Labour Party Meeting
and Conference, and it is safe to assume that their conduct there would be in line with what it has
been historically. It cannot be supposed that they would attempt to use their influence with a desire
to strengthen and solidify the Labour Party on the basis of its traditional policy and philosophy.
Their desire would not be to harmonise the Communist Party to the Labour Party, but, ·on the
'contrary, to make the Labour Party adjust itself to the attitude of the Communist Party.

In that situation there is a grave danger to the Labour Party. In the last forty years, and in a
most remarkable fashion, the Labour Party has steadily extended its power and influence. h has
been able to do that because its programme and policy accord with the British democratic tradition.
The post-war years open up for it new possibilities on a vast scale. Can it be supposed that the
affiliation of the Communist Party would improve that prospect? On the contrary, in the view
of the National Executive Committee, the Communist Party would by its characteristic conduct
create new antagonisms which would be not only a danger to the .Labour Party but a danger to
Democracy as lin institution. The increased influence and prestige which th Communist Party
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would secure if its affiliation were permitted would undoubtedly reflect itself in the growth of move
ments bitterly hostile to the Communist philosophy. This country would be tom, as it was in 1938,
by violently contending factions, and major political interest would be centred in this struggle and
not, as it should be, in the great social changes which must be the dominant feature of the post-war
world.

The Communist Party has fractions, cells, cliques, wherever they can be formed, and, as the
Labour Movement is historically aware, their work is always disturbing and disruptive; sometimes,
indeed, in a very serious sense.

The continual activities of the Communist Party in this country between September 3, 1939,
and June, 1941, were characterised by political somersaulting of the most contemptible kind. It
began by being noisy in its support of the War. Within a fortnight its attitude changed and the War,
instead of being one for" the liberation of the workers from the yoke of Fascism," became a mere
" conflict of Rival Imperialisms," and its outcome was a matter of utter indifference to the British
Communist Party. The position, with every justification, can be stated even more terribly. At
the most critical moment in British history, when this country was, in the eyes of the people of the
civilised world, the only resisting bastion of Democracy, the Communist Party seized every oppor
tunity of creating disaffection and defeatism. Every possible grievance was most dishonestly
exploited not only in the workshops but even amongst the worried and anguished people who found
refuge night after night in the temporary shelters of underground London. It is a fortunate
circumstance for the future of mankind that this dangerous activity was not more successful. The
whole world thought we were" out." Driven Jrom Europe, blasted from the sky; this was the
moment chosen by people, who now profess a-\:iesire to control" disruptive elements," for their
defeatist propaganda. If it had succeeded we could not have equipped ourselves to face the enemy
as we now can. We should have been crushed by the Fascist-Nazi hordes. Russia, then with the
enemy undistracted in any other theatre of war, would have been beaten in turn. The whole world
would have become a Fascist Empire and the Gestapo thugs would be stnitting arrogantly and
brutally about the streets of Moscow and London. It is almost impossible to find language with
which to describe this conduct. It should be most carefully noted by everybody who has to help
to shape the decisions of the next Labour Party Conference. It should also be noted by all those
who can visualise the wide difference between the prospect now before us and the unrelieved agony
which the world would have been enduring if the Labour Party's policy of standing up to aggression
had been submerged by that of the Communist Patty.

The Labour Party has always stood firmly for a policy of friendship between the U.S.S.R. and
Great Britain. The belief that that was both desirable and necessary has been strengthened by
recent events. Its admiration for the heroism of the forces of the Soviet Union is profound. There
will be an attempt to confuse these issues with the application now made by the Communist Party.
It may even be suggested that the rejection of the application is a denial of this assertion. That
would be a travesty. The Labour Party believes in the closest possible friendship with the Soviet
Union because it wishes the peoples of their country and of ours to work together in the cause of
expanding human happiness. It rejects the application of the Communist Party, however, for the
reasons now stated and because that Party's complete irresponsibility in British politics and general
outlook are entirely out of harmony with the philosophy and objectives of the Labour Party.

Finally, the Labour Party must make it quite plain that its attitude to this matter is influenced
by its hope of great social changes in the post-war world. It believes that the affiliation of the
Communist Party would defer, if not destroy, the accomplishment of these hopes. There must be
great strides towards a new Social Democracy and as the National Executive Committee calls on
the Movement to reject the Communist Party affiliation, it calls upon it also to renew its faith in
the Labour Party and to revitalise those energies, activities, and devotions by which the Party has
been built and by which alone its great purposes can be accomplished.

Transport House,
Smith Square, London, S.W.I.

February, 1943.
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the Movement to reject the Communist Party affiliation, it calls upon it also to renew its faith in
the Labour Party and to revitalise those energies, activities, and devotions by which the Party has
been built and by which alone its great purposes can be accomplish~.

Transport House,
Smith Square, London, S.W.1.

February, 1943.
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APPENDIX II

CONSTITUTION AND RULES OF THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL

I. NAME AND OBJECTS
1. The Communist International-the international Workers' Association-is a union of

Communist Parties in various countries; it is a World Communist Party. As the leader and organ
iser of the world revolutionary movement of the proletariat and the bearer of the principles and aims
of Communism, the Communist International strives to win over the majority of the working class
and the broad strata of the property-less peasantry, fights for the establishment of the world dictator
ship of the proletariat, for the establishment of a World Union of Socialist Soviet Republics, for the
complete abolition of classes and for the achievement of Sociali~m-the first stage of Communist
Society.

2. The various Parties affiliated to the Communist International are called the Communist
Party of, ' .. ,name of country (Section of the Communist International).
In any given country there can be only one Communist Party affiliated to the Communist Inter
national and representing its Section in that country.

3. Membership of the Communist Party and of the Communist International is open to all
those who accept the programme and rules of the given Communist Party and of the Communist
International, who join one of the basic units of a Party, actively work in it, abide by all the decisions
of the Party, and of the Communist International, and regularly pay Party dues.

4. The basic unit of the Communist Party organisation is the nucleus in the place of employ
ment (factory, workshop, mine, office, store, farm, etc.) which unites all the Party members employed
in the given enterprise.

5. The Communist International and its Sections are built up on the basis of democratic
centralism, the fundamental principles of which a;:e :-

(a) election of all the leading committees of the Party, subordinate and superior (by general
meetings of Party members, conferences, congresses and international congresses) ;

(b) periodical reports by leading Party committees to their constituents;
(c) decisions of superior Party committees to be obligatory for subordinate committees, strict

Party discipline and prompt execution of the decisions of the Communist International, of
its leading committees, and of the leading Party organs.

Party questions may be discussed by the members of the Party and by Party organisations
until such time as a decision is taken upon them by the competent Party committees. After a
decision has been taken by the Congress of the Communist International, by the Congress of the
respective Sections, or by leading committees of the Comintern, and of its various Sections, these
decisions must be unreservedly carried out even if a Section ofthe Party membership or of the local
Party organisations are in disagreement with it.

In cases where a Party exists illegally, the superior Party committees may appoint the subordi
nate committees and co-opt members on their own committees, subject to subsequent endorsement
by the competent superior Party committees.

6. In all non-Party workers' and peasants' mass organisations and in their leading committees
(trade unions, co-operative societies, sport organisations, ex-service men's organisations, municipal
bodies and in Parliament, even if there are only two Party members in such organisations and
bodies). Communist fractions must be formed for the purpose of strengthening the Party's
influence and for carrying out its policy in these organisations and bodies.

7. The Communist fractions are subordinated to the competent Party bodies.
Note 1. Communist fractions in international organisations (Red International of Labour

Unions, International Class War Prisoners Aid Society, International Workers' Relief, etc.)
are subordinate to the Executive Committee of the Communist International.

2. The organisational structure of the Communist fractions and the manner in which their
work is guided are determined by special instructions from the Executive Committee of the
Communist International and from the Central Committee of the given Sections of the
Comintern.

II. THE WORLD' CONGRESS OF ,THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL
8. The ,supreme body of the Communist International is the World Congress of representatives

of all Parties (Sections) and organisations affiliated to the Communist International.
, The World Congress discusses and decides programmes, tactical and organisational questio'ns

connected with the activities of the Cohununist'International and of its various Sections. Power
to 'liter the programme and rules of the Communist International lies exclusively with the World
Congress of the Communist'International."', _'

.' The World Congress shall be convened once every two years. The date ~f the Congress arid
tlle n~ber of representatives from the various Sections to the Congress to be determined by the
Executive' CorUinittee of the Comm~nist InternationaL '
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The number of decisive votes to be allocated to each Section at the World Congress shall be
detennmed by a special decision of the Congress itself, in accordance with the membership of the
given Party and the political importance of the given country. Delegates to the Congress must have
a free mandate j no imperative mandate can be recognised.

9. Special Congresses of the Communist International shall be convened on the demand of
Parties which, at the preceding World Congress, had an aggregate of not less than one half of the
decisive votes. .

10. The World Congress elects the Executive Committee of the Communist International
(E.C.C.I.) and the International Control Commission (I.C,C.).

II. The headquarters of the Executive Committee is decidea on by the World Congress.

III. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL
AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES

12. The leading body of the Communist International in the period between Congresses is the
Executive Committee, which gives instructions to all the Sections of the Communist International
and controls their activity.

The E.C.C.1. publishes the Central Organ of the Communist International in not less than four
languages.

13. The decisions of the E.C.C.1. are obligatory for all the Sections of the Communist Inter
national and must be promptly carried out. The Sections have the right to appeal against decisions
of the E.C.C.1. to the World Congress, but must continue to carry out such decisions pending
the decision of the World Congress.

14. The Central Committees of the various Sections ofthe Communist International are respon
sible to their respective Party Congress and to the E.C.C.1. The latter has the right to annul or
amend decisions of Party Congresses and of Central Committees of Parties and also to make decisions
which are obligatory for them. (Cf. Par. 13.)

15. The E.C.C.1. has the right to expel from the Communist International, entire Sections,
groups,andindividual members who violate the programme and rules of the Communist International
or the decisions of the World Congress and of the E.C.C.1. Persons and bodies expelled have the
right of appeal to the World Congress.

16. The programmes of the various Sections of the Communist International must be endorsed
by the E.C.C.1. In the event of the E.C.C.1. refusing to endorse a programme, the Section con
cerned has the right to appeal to the World Congress of the Communist International.

17. The leading organs of the press of the various Sections of the Communist International
must publish all the decisions and official documents of the E.C.C.1. These decisions must, as far
as possible, be published also in the other organs of the Party press.

18. The E.C.C.1. has the right to accept affiliation to the Communist International of organisa
tions and Parties sympathetic to Communism, such organisations to have an advisory vote.

19. The E.C.C.1. elects a Presidium responsible to the E.C.C.1. which acts as the permanent
body carrying out all the business of the E.C.C.1. in the interval between the meetings of the latter.

20. The E.C.C.1. and its Presidium has the right to establish Permanent Bureaux (Western
European, South Amer~can, Easte~n and o.ther Bureaux of the ~.C.C.I.) f,?r the purpose of estab
lishing closer contact WIth the vanous sectIOns of the Communist InternatIOnal and m order to be
better able to guide their work.

Note.-The scope of the activities of the Permanent Bureaux of the E.C.C.1. shall be determined
by the E.C.C.1. or by ~t~ !"residium. The sections of the Communist Internati~nalwhich come
within the scope of actiVIties of the Permanent Bureaux to the E.C.C.1. must be mformed by the
powers conferred on these Bureaux.

21. The Sections must carry out the instructions of the Permanent Bureaux of the E.C.C.1.
Sections may appeal against the instructions of the Permanent Bureaux of the E.C.C.1. or'to its
Presidium but must continue to carry out such instructions pending the decision of the E.C.C.1.
or of its P;esidium. .

22. The E.C.C.1. and its Presidium have the right to send their representatives to the various
Sections of the Communist International. Such representatives receive their instructions from the
E.C.C.1. or from its Presidium, and are responsible to them for their activities.

Representatives of the E.C.C.1. have the right to participate in meetings of the central Party
bodies as well as of the local organisations of the Sections to which they are sent.

Representatives of the E.C.C.1. must carry out their commissi~n,inclose contact with the Central
Committee of the Section to which they are sent. They may, however, speak in opposition to the
Central Committee of the given Section at Congresses and Conferences of that Section, if the
line of the Central Committee in question diverges from the instructions of the E.C.C.I.

Representatives of the E.C.C.1. are especially obliged to supervise the carrying out of the
decisions of the World Congresses and of the Executive Committee of the Communist International.

The E.C.C.L and its Presidium also hav6 the right to send instructors to the various Sections
of the Communist International. The powers and duties of instructors are detemrined oy the
E.C.C.1. to whom the instructors are responsible in, their 'work.

23. Meetings of the E.C.C.1. must take place not less than once every sUt mbnths. A quorum
must consist of not less than one-half of the membership of the E.C.C.I.
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24. Meetings of the Presidium of the E.C.C.1. must take place not less than once a fortnight.

A quorum must consist of not less than one-half of the membership of the Presidium.
25. The Presidium elects the Political Secretariat which is empowered to take decisions,

and which also prepares questions for the meetings of the E.C.C.I. and of its Presidium, and acts
as their executive body.

26. The Presidium appoints the editorial committees of the periodical and other publications
of the Communist International. .

27. The Presidium of the E.C.C.1. sets up a Department for Work Among Women Toilers,
permanent committees for guiding the work of definite groups of Sections of the Communist
International (Lander Secretariats) and other departments necessary for its work.

IV. THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSION

28. The International Control Commission investigates matters concerning the unity of the
Sections affiliated to the Communist International and also matters connected with the Communist
conduct of individual members of the various Sections.

For this purpose the I.C.C.
(a) examines complaints against the actions of Central Committees of Communist Parties

lodged by Party members who have been subjected to disciplinary measures for political
differences;

(b) examines such analogous matters concerning members of central bodies of Communist
Parties and of individual Party members, as it deems necessary, or which are submitted
to it by the deciding bodies of the E.C.C.1. ;

(c) audits the accounts of the Communist International.
The International Control Commission must not intervene in the political differences or in

organisational and administrative conflicts in the Communist Parties.
The headquarters of the I.C.C. are fixed by the I.C.C. in agreement with the E.C.C.1.

V. THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE SECTIONS OF THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL AND THE E.C.C.1.

29. The Central Committees of Sections affiliated to the Communist International and the
Central Committees of affiliated sympathising organisations must send to the E.C.C.1. the Minutes
of their Meetings and Reports of their work.

30. Resignations from office by individual members or groups of members of Central Com
mittees of the various Sections are regarded as disruption of the Communist Movement.

Leading posts in the Party do not belong to the occupant of that post, but to the' Communist
International as a whole.

Elected members of the Central leading bodies of the various Sections may resign before their
time of office expires, only with the consent of the E.C.C.1.

Resignations accepted by Central Committees of Sections without the consent of the E.C.C.1.
are invalid. .

31. The Sections affiliated to the Communist International must maintain close organisational
and informational contact with each other, arrange for mutual representation at each other's con
ferences and congresses, and, with the consent of the E.C.C.I., exchange leading comrades. This
applies particularly to the Sections in imperial countries and their colonies, and to the Sections in
countries adjacent to each otlier.

32. Two or more Sections of the Communist International which (like the Sections in the
Scandinavian countries and in the Balkans) are politically connected with each other by common
conditions of struggle may, with the consent of the E.C.C.I., form federations for the purpose of
co-ordinating their activities, such federations to work under the guidance and control of the E.C.C.1.

33. The Sections of the Comintern must regularly pay affiliation dues to the E.C.C.I.; the
amount of such dues to be determined by the E.C.C.1.

. 34. Congresses of the various Sections, ordinary and special, can be convened only with the
consent of the E.C.C.1.

In the event of a Section failing to convene a Party Congress prior to the convening of a World
Congress, that Section, before electing delegates to the World Congress, must convene a Party
Conference, or Plenum of its Central Committee, for the purpose of preparing the questions for
the World Congress.

35. The Young Communist International is a Section of the Communist International with full
rights and is subordinate to the E.C.C.1.

36. The Communist Parties must be prepared for transition to illegal conditions. The
E.C.C.1. must render the Parties concerned assistance in their' preparations for transition to illegal
Conditions. .

37. Individual members of Sections of the Communist International may pass from one country
to another only with the consent of the Central Committee of the Section of which they are members.

Communists changing their domicile must join the Section in the country of their new
domicile.

.Communists leaving their country without the consent of the Central Committee 0.£ their
Seetl.on, must not be accepted into other Sections of the Communist International.
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APPENDIX III

TRADE UNION CANDIDATURES
REPORT BY A JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE ELECTIONS SUB-COMMITTEE
OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND REPRESENTATIVES OF
TRADE UNIONS, AND ADOPTED BY A CONFERENCE OF TRADE UNION
OFFICERS HELD AT TRANSPORT HOUSE, LONDON, S.W.l, ON MARCH 25, 1943

TRADE UNION CANDIDATURES AT THE GENERAL ELECTION, 1935

At the above-mentioned General Election only 133 of the 552 Official Labour Candidates
were nominated by and had the full backing of the Trade Unions. Of the former number,
seven !rade Unions were responsible for no less than 93 of the Candidatures, viz. :-

Mineworkers' Federation of Great Britain 39
Transport and General Workers' Union 11
National Union of General and Municipal Workers.. 11
Railway Clerks' Association 10
National Union of Railwaymen .. 10
National Union of Distributive and Allied Workers.. 6
United Textile Fac,tory Workers' Association.. 6

Of the 552 Official Labour Candidates, 154 were elected to Parliament, viz. :
79 Trade Union M.Ps.
66 Divisional Labour Party M.Ps.

9 Co-operative Party M.Ps.
During the present Parliament Trade Union M.Ps. have increased to 84, and 40 Official

Trade Union Candidates still remain endorsed for Constituencies: a total of 124. The number
of Candidates has been largel', but there hav~ been some resignations and cancellations since
the War began.

AN INCREASE IN OFFICIAL TRADE UNION CANDIDATURES IS DESIRABLE

It is essential that the number of Official Trade Union Candidates for the next General Election
should be increased.

Without doubt, the financial restrictions due to the Trade Disputes and Trade Unions Act
(1927) largely determines the number of Candidates for whom the Trade Unions can accept
responsibility. It is felt, however, that the circumstances of the times render it necessary to
increase Trade Union representation in the House of Commons, not only because of the problems
of reconstruction which affect all citizens alike, but on account of the broad industrial interests
which will require safeguarding immediately the War has concluded. The lapse of time since
the last General Election, and the delay which may occur before another General Election is held,
may afford Trade Unions an opportunity of accumulating a larger sum of money than they have
had at their disposal previously for political purposes. If this is the case, it is not too early to
complete preparations to enable a larger number of nominations to be made.

TRADE UNIONS AND NON-OFFICIAL TRADE UNIONISTS

It has become an admirable custom for sOme Trade Unions at a General Election, having
determined the number of Official Candidates for whom they accept full responsibility, to make
special grants to Constituency Parties where members' of the respective Unions have been selected
as Constituency Party Candidates. This is a practice to be commended, and it is recommended
that Unions who have not so far applied it should consider the desirability of doing so.,

WOMEN CANDIDATES

Only on a small number of occasions have Trade Unions nominated women Trade Unionists
as Parliamentary Candidates. In view of the growing importance of women's membership in
the Trade Unions and their political importance it is desirable that women Trade Unionists should
find a place in Trade Union Panels of Candidates.

AGE ON ENTERING INTO PARLIAMENT

The Joint Committee has not been unduly influenced by the recent publicity given to the
increasing age of Members of Parliament in general or the references that are made quite frequently
about the higher average age of Labour Members in particular. Nevertheless, age- is one of the
considerations to which attention ought to be given in the nomination and selection of Parliamentary
Candidates. Some Unions bave already taken steps which prevent nominations to their own
Panels of persons who are 55 years or more, and some others have provided for the retirement
of Candidates from their Panels who have not suceeded in entering Parliament before the age of 60.
Other Unions have actually fixed a retirement age limit for those Members of Parliament for whom
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APPENDIX III

TRADE UNION CANDIDATURES
REPORT BY A JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE ELECTIONS SUD·COMMI'M'EE
OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND REPRESENTATIVES OF
TRADE UNIONS, AND ADOPTED BY A CONFERENCE OF TRADE UNION
OFFICERS HELD AT TRANSPORT HOUSE, LONDON, S.W.I, ON MARCH 25, 1943
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they have accepted financial responsibility. Such rules should not, however, be so tightly drawn
as to deprive organisations of liberty to consider the cases of exceptional men in urgent circumstances.
It is recommended that the whole question should be carefully considered by each Affiliated
Trade Union and more particularly when new Panels are b.eing prepared.

INDUSTRIAL OFFICERS AND PARLIAMENT

This subject has been found to be extremely complicated, but whilst a complete reversal of
the general practice preventing Industrial Officers sitting in Parliament cannot be expected, some
relaxation does not appear likely to present insuperable difficulties.

At present the Labour Party and Parliament itself suffer because some of the most authoritative
voices in theOTrade Union Movement are not heard in the House of Commons, and, on the other
himd, some Trade Union Members of Parliament are not kept sufficiently in touch with the
industrial problems of the Organisations responsible for their nomination. In any case it is very
desirable that Members of Parliament for whose candidatures they are responsible shall be kept in
the closest contact with the views of the organisation in general and on special matters as they arise
from time to time.

The growth of administrative work in the Trade Unions is fully recognised, but it must be
appreciated that much of this grov,.1:h is due to activities connected with Parliamentary enactments

o

and Government Departments. Indeed, it is apparent that the interests of Trade Unions are
much more concerncd at present with National Government than at the time when those bodies
gave birth to the Labour Party.

No actual proposals for general adoption can be made: Of necessity each Union must adopt
procedure most suitable to its own type of organisation, but it can be generally urged that present
practices be reviewed and that, where some relaxation of that practice is both possible and desirable,
changes should be made.

PANELS OF CANDIDATES

The request of the National Executive Committee to be supplied with the names which·
appear on the Panels of Candidates of Trade Unions has been examined. At present this is
acted upon by certain Unions, but in the main, and this is particularly the case with the larger
Unions, the particulars are not sent to Transport House. The information is required for
circularisation to Constituency Parties when Selection Conferences are being convened, and
for consideration when Parliamentary By-Elections arise. It is clear that Trade Unions lose by
withholding information about their Panels, and it frequently leads to criticism of the National
Executive Committee because of missed opportunities. Effective arrangements can be made to
enable the Executive Committee of Trade Unions to retain control of their own lists or the
nominations of their Candidates, and they can be assured that no use will be made of their lists
without appropriate consultation and full consent.

Indeed, no Trade Union Candidate can be adopted in a way that involves any financial
commitment without the specific approval of the organisation concerned.

It is recommended that the Party request be complied with.

PREPARATION OF CANDIDATES FOR PARLIAMENTARY WORK

The Joint Committee discussed whether it is possible to provide some form of training for
Candidates by way of reading matter, study, and By-Election experience, to enable them to prepare
for their work as lVIembers in the House of Commons. The National Executive Committee has
had the subject under discussion with the object of making proposals to that end. In the opinion
of the Joint Committee, it would be advantageous to the Movement if Candidates could be
provided with such facilities. Arrangements for training could be made without difficulty, and
should be under Party auspices.

CONSTITUENCY PARTIES AND BRANCH AFFILIATION

It has been represented that, in many Constituencies, Trade Union interests are prejudiced
by the failure of so many Trade Union Branches to take up affiliation locally. The matter is
of importance in both National and Local Government electoral activities, because the rights of
nomination and selection of Candidates are necessarily confined to those Trade Union Branches
actually in affiliation with the Party. Apparently, the worst examples are in the large divided
Boroughs where Trade Union representation on Constituency Parties is the exception and not
the rule. In some cases failure to affiliate is due to apathy, in others problems of contracting-in
arise, whilst here and there "Subversive Movements" have discouraged hard-working Trade
Union representatives from attending meetings.

It is recommended that each Union should take the steps most appropriate to its own
organisation to ensure that their Branches are properly affiliated to the Constituency Parties.
A. successful result will not only strengthen the Labour Parties, but it will ensure that Trade Union
interests in Party candidatures are not neglected.

Apart altogether from the above, responsibility for Constituency work, at any rate in the
Industrial Areas, must fall largely on Trade Union organisations. The Unions cannot hope for
a successful Party unless the influential position occupied by them in the Party Conference is
COUpled with an acceptance of responsibility for political organisation andlpropaganda,
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LABOUR PARTY AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP, ,
.Attention has been given to the Labour Party's Scheme of Individual Membership in relation

to the Trades Unions and their contracting-in members. It is felt that the surest ·basis for the
creation of political machinery is a greatly developed personal membership such as the Party has
established. The Trades Unions· organise their own membership industrially and independently
of political boundaries and electoral districts. The Party organises its Individual Membership
on a geographical basis for use in the conduct of propaganda and elections. An appearance of
duplication between the contracting-in membership of Trade Unions and the Individual Member
ship of the Party need nQt cause concern. It is unavoidable because of the entirely different nature
of the tasks falling upon the rank and file. In the view of the Committee, it would be extremely
valuable to the Labour Party if the Unions were to give prominence to the Party's requirements
in 'securing Individual Members. Some Unions do this most effectively at present, but general
activity on the part of all Unions in this direction would be of great assistance. '

PROCEDURE IN CONSTRUCTING TRADE UNION PANELS

The methods adopted by Trade Unions in choosing members for their Parliamentary
Candidature Panels vary considerably. Information regarding same has been submitted for
general information and for guidance to those Unions who may think it proper to overhaul their
own machinery. The Committee is not anxious to propose any particular scheme for adoption
by all Unions, but if is of opinion that some schemes now in operation do not give sufficient
authority to Trade Union Executive Committees or permit them to exercise judgment in the
delicate task;:! of selection or of nomination to Constituency Parties.
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