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Introduction 
The basis behind this study was twofold: 1) determine if 

religion is taught at selected institutions of higher 

education and 2) how the study of religion is taught.   

The researcher noticed that religion and religious 

studies courses were beginning to disappear off of 

course lists. Also,  that the study and approach to 

teaching religion differed depending on the type of 

university.  

 

Rationale:  
Determine if universities are still teaching religion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Research Questions 

1.  What are the approaches, structures, and topics 

among top-tier universities’ religion and religious studies 

departments? 

2.  What are the differences in approaches, structures, 

and topics among religion and religious studies 

programs at faith-based, private, and public higher 

educational institutions in Florida? 

3. What are the similarities and differences in 

approaches, structure, and topics among selected top-

tier universities and selected southeastern universities’ 

religion and religious studies departments? 

 

Theoretical Frameworks 
1. Religious Pluralism: seen through inter-faith and 

inter-religious dialogue 

2. Interdisciplinary Inclusion: the understanding of 

religion across disciplines  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Methodology 

University Selection: 
Top Tier Universities:  The researcher selected 8 

universities from lists of top-tier  programs 

compiled by The Chronicle of Higher Education 

and Ph.Ds.org. 

Florida Universities consisted of:  

1. Three public/state universities 

2. Four private faith-based institutions 

3. Three private (non-religious/faith-based) 
 

Information Gathered: 
A plethora of information on each program was 

obtained through each of the university’s and 

department’s web-pages: Course offerings; 

Approaches and themes in teaching religion; and 

Program structures. 

This information was gathered through numerous 

web-pages, PDFs, pamphlets, course listings, 

course descriptions, and other resources. 

Results 
Research Question 1:  

The inclusion of religious pluralism.  

The focus on similarities between the religions. 

The inclusion/promotion of inter-religious dialogue. 

Acknowledgement of the impact of 9/11. 

The inclusion of Peace Studies. 

Research Question 2 :  

The absence of the inclusion or promotion inter-

religious dialogue. 

 Also, two Florida programs make note of: the inclusion 

of Human Rights studies; acknowledge the impact of 

9/11; and Focus on the similarities between the 

religions. 

Research Question 3: 

There were two major themes that came to the 

forefront when examining all of the institutions: the 

cross-cultural themes within religion and 

interdisciplinary inclusion. 

 

Conclusions 
1. Top tier university programs consistently incorporate 

the modern ideologies and themes from the matrix into 

their programs. 

2. Florida universities have a low percentage of 

religious studies programs. 

3. There were two major themes that came to the 

forefront when examining all of the institutions:  the 

cross-cultural themes within religion and 

interdisciplinary inclusion. 

 

New Questions to Consider 
1. What is the impact of the findings of this study for 

the future of Religion and Religious Studies 

departments at universities? 

2. Will religion only be studied at top-tier universities? 

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of 

incorporating religion into interdisciplinary studies? 
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What are the structures and approaches              

that are used when teaching religion at  selected 

top-tier universities? 

What are the difference in the 

approaches, structures, and topics,       

at selected Florida universities? 

          What are the                            

similarities &  differences  

between these two types        

of institutions’ programs? 

           Is 

 there             

a salient 

presence? 

Methodology Matrix  
Based on the literature review and  after an initial 

review of top-tier programs, the following titles and 

categories were created: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results Matrix 


