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Displacement has traditionally been conceptualized as a phenomenon that results from 
conflict or other disruptions in developing or unstable countries. Hurricane Katrina shattered this 
notion and highlighted various dilemmas of population displacement in the United States. This poster 
focuses on post-disaster sheltering and housing timelines as experienced after Hurricanes Andrew, 
Katrina, and Ike. Methodology and data sources include a review of scholarly research, a Lexis-
Nexis search of major laws and regulations, congressional reports, and newspaper articles. There is 
evidence of flexible but ad-hoc policy and program response during the disaster housing recovery 
process. The livelihoods approach is drawn on for understanding household assets and how stresses 
and shocks contribute to a cumulative vulnerability or resilience within the household asset 
structures. This poster presents the utility of this approach using only a few indicators for illustrative 
purposes: income; rental expenditure; and food expenditure per household within Census Block 
Groups in Galveston County, Texas. Analysis indicates that up to forty percent of households live in 
relative poverty yet earn over the federal poverty line. These households are excluded in common 
vulnerability models, yet are as vulnerable to the cumulative impacts of natural hazards as those 
living below the poverty line. This poster seeks to illustrate the importance of both the inclusion of 
relative poverty measures within vulnerability research and the utility of scaling indicators of poverty 
such as income and basic needs expenditures toward improved programming, and advocates a 
process-driven framework over the current event-driven framework that drives disaster recovery. 
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